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Parliamentary Hiftory* 



O F 



£ NG L^ N D, 




{T may wdl be faid that Himy IV. be-The Acwflionof 
gan his R^ign at the Inftant King Rich- Kiog Henrj 1V« 
ard was '^committed Prifoner to the 
I Tower ; for we do not find that he ever 
: did one A& of State afterwards *• The 
new-eleded King did not claim the 
Crown by that Right only, as judging it too precarious | 
but trumped up a much worfe Title to it, by drawing 
his Pedigree from Edmund^ furnagied Crouchback^ as 
eMeft Son of King He^ry III. when it was then, ^^^nd is 
now, notorious, that |he faid Edmund was only fecond 
Son to Henry III. pn the Day of his Coronation^ - \ 
however, he took n|ore Strings to his Bow ; and by 
Proclamation, then made, he claimed the Crown 't^. 
England^ Firft^ By Conqueft ; Secondly^ Bccaufe King*. 
Richard had refigned that X>ignity, and defigned him 
VoL.il. A for 

> The laft that we find, m the Public ABs, it dated at W^^fitr^ 
Septtmier^o, ihc Day before he was fcnt to the Tower. 
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2 The Parliamentary History 

XiogJETrfffylV.for his SucccfTor; and, lafth^ Becaufe he was of the 

Til S^^ Royal, and next Ijeir Male ^ unto King Richard. 

*- -* We fliall not difpute any further the VaIi<Jity of any 

of thefe Titles : The ftrongeft Arm then carried it ; but 

the^ was another Perfon then in Bein^ who, after 

the -Death of King Richard vdthout Iflue, had been 

pubtickly proclaimed Heir Apparent to thCvCrowil. 

. * This was Edmund Mortimer^ £)arl of March, Son to 

Roger Mortimer, flain in Ireland, who was defcended 

from Lionel Duke of Clarence, elder Brother to John 

Duke of Lancafter, King Henry*s Father, by his Mo* 

ther Phillipa, only Dai/gh^ and Heir to the faid Lionel. 

* And therefore, fays another Hiftorian ^, the faid Ed" 

* mund ihou^ bj^tj^klf nearer Heir Male t.o the Succef- 

* fion 9f the Prpjvg^ as In^jcpj] ^e wfis, th^n b,e £hat, by 

* Colour' of Right claimmg it, carried' it by Dint of 
' * Sword.' But this Earl well confidered that the Tor- 

rent of the Times was far too impetuous for him to with^ 
fiand, and therefore wifely withdrew himfelf from all 
pu^lk Afl^r^ to h^ Caftle ^d B^fojfiy of ff^igmor^, \xi 
lujry^rdjhtrf, where he lived a priyat;f& Life for fevpral 
Tears': For, as a modern Hiftorian well obferves, he 
had no other Way to iecure his Repofe, and even' his 
Life, againft the Sufpicions of a Prince whofe Intereft 
it was to deftrov him. And it was but too probable 
thatlhe new ICfng would embrace the firit Occafibn to 
free hiinielf from the Unec^uiefs whijsh iiich ^ Rival 
could create '*• * 

. But, let the Steps to the Throne have beeir) eyier fo 
flipperj and dangerous, tienry found himfelf fafely placed 
in it« atid fortified there by the San£lion of the two 
Houfes of Parliam^n(. Sonie Hiftbrians have hinted, 
that the Lower Houfe was hardly brought to confeht 
to the Depofition of the late Ktn^; but at length was 
overawed by the Great-oncsV to a Co^npliance with it *. 
But this <)oes not appear upon Record by the Proceedings 
C 3 ] of the next Parliament, which Henry had called, and 

was 

b Hstris MaluSf indeed, quoth Ednfftnd MSortimfr. to )iis Tccr^ Friends, 
a|id fp it' the Pirs^e to the Merchant, M^hen hp rohbcth hixn of aU hf , 
fcjith. ^ir John Bamvard, p. ao. 

* c HaWs Chronlcfe, Fol. X. 

A Rafnn'z Hiftory of Englandj Fol. Edit. p. 484. 

e Sir J6bn liajward» — -JBiondi^s Hift, ©f the Civil Wars* p. 41. 
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^ENGLAND. 3 

was meet aC JFiJljlHfi/ler bit die 6th ofOlMir Ui^Kag^^V^ 
lowing. 

We ha^e fuficieiuly taken NoCice whtt coUufifc 
pmngs bad been a^ed in calling tbefe two Pariiamenti, 
the latter of which was to meet fix Da)rs after the for- 
mer was diflblyed ; but were indeed the lame incfividual 
Perfons, both in Lords and Commons, as the former ^v 

The before modem Writer makes a juft Refle^oa 
0n this Pieoe of Chicanery, which we ihall give in his 
own Words as follows : , 

« To proceed according to Cuftom, the Reprelbnta* ' 

* tives muft have befen chofen anew. But Hinry did 

* not think fit to r«B the Rifque of a lefs favourable Par- 

* llament than that which had fo heartily efpoufed his 
< Caufe. He was comented therefore with impowering 

* the fame Reprefehtatives to make, witli the Houfe of 
^ Lords, a new Parliament under his Aurtiority. I 

* ihallnot venture to decide, vrtiether this Procmding 
^ was fome^at irrogalar, or authorized by any former 

* Precedent : But, be that as It will, the fame Parlia^ 
*,ment met s^in on. the f th of O&cbir ^ as if called 
« by. the new King/ 

Wc &ail now proceed to quote from more certain 
Authorities, which are the Records themfelves $ adver- 
tifing the Readerj that iince now Dr. BraJfy and Mn 
Tyrrd are both iHent, to avoid a Repetition of needleft 
Notes, the $ubftance of Parliamentary Proceedings, in 
diis and fome focceeding Reigns, are wholly taken from 
the Parliament Rolls, and what k called Sir R^birt C^t'- 
t9it*s Abridgement cf. them ; and, where any Matter is 
advanced otherwife, the Authors IhaU then be noted. 

But it cannot be amifs, in the Beeinnin| of this Par- 
liament, to give the- Names of the Peers fummoned to 
it by tb^ fecond Writ, in Henry's Name : And as thefe, 
with the Peers called to the firft, ibnd, in the Abridge- 
ment, on two eppofite Pages, there b no Difference 
except in the Names of the Kings j and, Jil the former^ 
Sir TbMMt Effingbam is put as Wafden of the Cinque 
Ports, which in the other he is not. The Mk Writ b [ ^ ] 
thus direded, i2/x [Richardus] ifc. diUifo Canfanguineo , 

fu$ Henrico Duct Lancaftriae SatuUm^ i^c* apud Weft- 
A 2 monaftefium 

• ' Sec VoL I, p. 50», 527. 
*Y Rfifin, Vol I, p. 4)4. He ftoultl have faM ^ 4th, 
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4 The Parliamentary History 

lUngEMiylV* monafteriuqi in Craftino St. Micbaelis proximo future. 
Tefte Rege apud Ceftriam xxix. Die Augufii. The 
other is. Rex [Henricus] fcfr. Henrico Duci Lancaftriae 
TFiliofuo'] &c. atud Weftmonaftcrium, in Fejio San£f. 
Fidis Virginis^ Jexto Die OSobris, 1399. Te/ie Rege 
apud We&mon^fttfmm^ 30 Septembris< Next follow 
the Names and Titles of the Peers ^, 



A Parliament 
called at H^ejl- 



C5] 



Edmund Duke of York^ 
Edward Duke oi Albemarle^ 
Thomas Duke of Surrey^ 
John Duke of Exeter ^ 
John Marquis of Dorfet^ 
"Thomas de Beauchampy £arl 

of Warwick. 
Aubrey de Vere^ Earl of 

Oxfordy 
Edward Courtney^ Earl of 

Devon^ . 
John de Montacute^ Earl of 

Sarum^ 
Henry Percie^ Earl of Ner^ 

thumberlandf 
Edmund Earl of Stafford, 
Michael de la Pole, EsliI of 

SufoU^ 
Thomas de Peniij Earl of 

fVoreeJler, 
Thomas le Defpenfer^ Earl 

of Gloucefter, 
Ralph Nevilej. Earl of 
. Weftmoreland, 
Thomas Lord de Camois, 
John Lord Bourchier, 
John Lord Charletony de 

Powys, 
William Lord Clinton^ 
Thomas Lord De la Ware, 
Stephen Lord Scrope, of 
' Majhamy 

Reginald 

1^ There is a Miftake in DugdaWz Summons to Parliament, in placing 
the Writs for calling a Parliament at Tork the fir ft Yeatof this King, 
inftead of the f<$ond j and putting it before this Parliament at fFefimith- 
fier^ ts the Dates of the >yriC8 themfelves will evidently fbew. 



William Lord Roos, o£ 

Hamlake, 
Henry Lord Fitz-Hugh, 
William Lord Ferrers, of 

Groby, 
Thomas Lord MorUy, 
Richard Lord Scrope^ 
Hugh Lord Burnel, 
Thomas Lord Berieley, o( 

Berkeley, 
John Lord Welles, 
Philip Lord Defpenfer, 
Almaric Lord St, Amandf, 
Ralph Lord Cromwell, 
Ralph Lord Lumley, 
Ralph Lord Greyftock, 
Robert Lord Harrington^ 
John Lord Darcy, 
Walter Lord Fitx- Walter, . 
WiUiam Lord Willoughby, 
John Lord Cobham, 
Jf^illiam Lord Dacre, 
IVilliam Lord Nevile, of 

Hallamjhire, 
Richard Lord Seymore, 
William Beauchamp, Lord 

Bergavenny, 
John Lord Lovell, of TiV*- 

marjh, 
Richard Lord Gr/y, of Cp- 

donore. 
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^ENGLAND. 5 

Reginald Lord Grey, of Thomas Lord Bardolf^ ^KmzHiwrfVr* 

Ruthin^ fy^rmgay^ 

Robert Lord Scales^ Peter Lord Mauley. 

On Monday^ being the 6th of OSlober^ thefe Peers* 
with the Biihops and Commons of England^ being af- 
fembled in the Great Hall at Weftmnjier^ and the new 
King placed in the Royal Throne, by his Command 
Thomas Arundele^ Archbifhop of Canterbury^ declared, 

* That this Parliament was fummoned by King Ricb*'^^^ ArchbiAop 
^ard^ to be held the Tuefday next before; which ^^f*'/''^"^^ ^^ 

< Summons was annulled and made void by the accept* King Rieimrd't 

* ing of the Renunciation of the faid King RJcbardy^^?o&xion. 

* and depoftng of him ; which was done the fame Day 

< in the Prefence of the King, Lords, and Commons* 
' as by the Procefs hereafter to be read would appear. 

He then told them, ' That this moft famous Realm, 

* abounding in all Felicities, had been long governed 

* by Children and young Counfellors, and would ut- 

* terly have been ruined and wafied, had not God fent 
^ a wife and difcreet Man to govern the &me, who 

* meant, by God's Help, to be governed himfelf by 

* the wife and old Heads of the Realm.' 

After this he took for his Text thefe Words out of 
Maccabees^ Incumbit nobis ordinare pro Regno^ i. e. // is 
the King* s JViilto be governed by the honsurable^ difcreet^ 
and /age Men of the Realm^ and by their common Confent ; 
and not by his Will or Humour to rule the fame. He fur- 
ther laid great Strefs on this, * That this Nation, of 

< any under the Sun, might beft fupport and live with* 

* in itfelf, alledging for Authority this Adage, ^W 

* inter Regna^ hoc Principatum tenet. 

To thefe he added, ' That to every good Govern- 
S ment three Things were required ; Fir/i^ Juftice; next^ 
« That the Laws ihould be duly obferved ; and, lajily^ 

* That every Degree of Men, in their feveral Voca- 

* tions, ihould be encouraged and protefted.' He brought 

many Reafons why this Nation ought to be well go- r ^ i 
verned, and faid, * That their new King intended ftrift- '• •* 

* ly to obferve thefe three Points.' 

He concluded with acquainting them, * That Henry^, 

* their King and Lord, meant to be crowned on the 

* Monday following, after which he would wholly ad- 

'^ A3 dia 
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Kms lEnoi IV. < diSt hioOtlf to the Gtre of thcCi^niiioiiweftlth ; and 
^ defired the Cpmoions that they would confent to iKive 
< the Parliaaient cofitinueil or adjoiirim) to the TicUiiUff 
* following/ After this Haraiigue was endcdt Anrj 
FiTcU^ £arl of Nartbumherlani, and CbnftabJe of £9^^ 
Und^ demanded of the Lords and Commons, whether 
they would agree to this Continuance $ wbo» being all 
and feverally examined, confented thereto. 

Then the Receivers and Triers of Petitions for Eng^ 
lanJy Iriland^ Wialis^ and Stotland^ were appointed, 
with thofe for Gafmgny^ and other Places beyond the 
Seas, with the lifes. 

Th^ next Thing they went upon, was to read the 
Record of the Renunciation of King Richard II. with 
, ' their Acceptance of the (ame, and the Depofuion of the 

faidKing, as follows; 

\7hi RdS ofParliameni fummoned and holdin at Weft- 
minftrr, on the Ftaft of St. Faith the Virgin^ in thfirft^ 
Tior of the Reign of King Hpnry IV, after the Con^ 
queftj Membrane xk* 

%he Record and Rmafs of the Renunciation^ of Kin^ 
Richard IL after the Conquefty and liiewife the Jc- 
€4ptiSince of thefan^ Renunciation^ with the Depofi^ 
ticn of the fame King Richard afterwards enfuing ^ 

BE it remembered, that, on Montay the Feaftof 
St. Michael the. Archangel^ in the 23d Year of 
the Reign of King Richard U. the-Lords Spirit«kal and 
Temporal^ and 6ther Perlbns of Note ; that is to fav^ 
the Lord Richard Je Scrope Archbifliop of Tori^ John 
f[ f ^ f BiQioj^of Hereford JjlenryEi9Tl oi Northumberland^ and 
' Ralph Earl of tFeftmoreland\ the Lord Hngb de Burnet^ 
Thomas Lord de Berkeley ^ the Prior oi Canterbury with 
the fi\A}otoiJVefiminfter^ William Thyrmig^ Knight^ 
and John-Markhamy Juftices ; Thomas Stowzni John^. 
BurbachOf Dodors of Laws, Thomas de Erpinghan^ 
and Tiomas Gray^ Knights, fFilliam de Feryby. and 

• Dio^ 

f It was printed^ fiom an attefted Copy in the orifivil Languase^ by 
Sir Ittftr TvfifieMp St the End of bit Edition of the Decern Seript§ret 
nwia^^^ M^^t ^1 — .- B.,» .k;, Tranflttion is taken from the 



HiJUna Angheanstt €ol* 1743- But thii 
W*ry of the Lifi Mwd Meiffi »/Richard II. 
LcnJ. leSi. p. 191^ ftfr. ai^d compared wit 



^rliamciit. 



iy a Per/on qf S^ahty, 8v«. 
ompared with the Origin^ on the ^oll« ef 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



to cbe AO' under- v^nttch^ b^ tfy^^'Aflent andAdviKe 
of fev^ral df th^L6i«' Spirit^ arid Teirtp6ral, ^ 
6f thfc Jiidges and ofh^, ffilful as Well in tH^ Qvil* 
and CaHbH LM^^ aft in^ the LaWr oP die Rdaliti, rf".' , ' 

fl^nUed' a^ Wi^m^& in ^6 unikl Pliice bf' Couhdi^ 
dM; abdllt Nliiif df thtFOlddk, coni«^ to dill! PrefenaTdf 
di^ fatd Klri^, btihaf Withth' tU^'TdWer dt Ltmdmf: 
Arid it'lidAg redWd mffore the (ktd Kit)g, b^ the ikldT 
Earl 0ff NyrauM^'bfid, iri tH^ BtJhalF df all the'rd^ 
befoftrniifd^, ib as aftu'efaMJbihM \»ith h!rh,,hoilr tile' 
(^d King heretofore at Conway in l^^h-fFdliSy being' 
at Liber^^, did prcntiftf unt6 tb^ t«6r(| TiS^w^r/ Ardh- 
biflidp of (rtfM^fkf:^, atidthe Eart of NofAnmA^Mi^ 
that he would yield up and renounce the Croni^^di 
England 2nd Frana^ and his Regal Majefty,.for Caufes 
cff Wis Iina>tlity ahd Infdffla^CT, tUerier by t^«? faid 
Kiifjrhiiiflelf cbnfelled, ahd that^in the beft Manner 
and' Fo^ the ikmec5ddld ht done, as Cdunrel l^hn^' 
flftndd b^ order; the fktd'ltlng; b^ore^he (kid LbMa 
^ and others al^ve-nirtnefd, heraintbbenighljranri^tted,- 
' That bif xnmid^ witbEffi^i atc^mphyb tbbai bit/Wg ifi^ 
that i^Sfbehiidpnmiftd\ biit defired to hiacve Ibnit' 
DifedUriif iirtth his Coufihs; ^iif^ Duke of LdfU^J(ir\^ 
'and the fliid Bbrd Ardibiflidp of CanWbuty\ bcfbre K<^' 
fulfiHed'fucU his Promtfc;. 

* AfterwUnfc, the fahie Day after Dihnc^, the ffid^ 
^Kin^9 mneh afibaingdieebmi%of the faid D<ifcedr 
« Ldhca/i&y arid having lorigifirktted for hlhi^ at-laft die^ 
« faid Dttke of Ltfif^/r, the Lords^ and others ab6te^' 

* named^ and aifo the faM Archbilfappof Ctf^/>r^ff^7^^ 

* did conie to the Prefenee df thV^faid Kih^irt theTon^tt^ 
' afbrefaidji the Ldfds dt R9bud€'lf^tliiugbfyi wMWBtr^ 

* gavenny^ and very many other&i bdrig then theVe pre* [• 9r |' 

< fent ; and afterthe^ fatd Kirtg had biadlSifcourleWith the' 

< faid D<tke of LaHtafter arid Archbilhop, exhibidnga" 

* mertyCounteriince here find there afndf^ftthe'm' toPart ' 

* thereof, ai appealed to thofe that 'ftood rourid aboijt^ 
« at laft thie (aid King, calling to him alltftat were there' 
« prcfcftt, did puWlckly fay brforfe thewi; Thai ht war 

* ready ip Make the RMwiciauony and tif rehQvncr and- 

* r'etede" 
k See VdL l.V' sot, 5b6« li fM'ldktfUae tjlUktU, 9tt. iUt. Parl» 
iBenrjXY. N*. I©. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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K«g Henry IV, < fgaie according to thiPromife by him made asaforefaidf 
*' and fo forth, although, as was faid unto him, he 

* might have made fome Deputy to have ferved as the 

* Organ of his Voice, for avoiding fo tedious a Labour 

< as the reading of. the faid Ceffion and Renunciation, 

* reduced by others into a Schedule of Parchment ; yet 
^ the faid King, very willingly as appeared, and with a 

* pleafant Countenance,^^ holding the faid Schedule in his 

< Hand, faid, That he himfelf would read it^ and diftindt* 

< Jy read the fame through ^ and alfo did abfolve all his 
^ Xiege People, and renounce, and recede, ?nd fwear, and 
' other Things did fay and pronounce in Reading, and 

* did fubfcribe^ it with his own Hand, as is more fully 
^ contained in the faid Schedule i the Tenor whereof is 
«fuch. 

The Form of K. jN the Name ofGod^ Amen. / Richard, hy the Grace 
^^tfoi^^ ^/Gai, JSr/«^ V^ England tf«rf France, and Lord rf 
Crown!* * Ireland, do abfotve the Archhijhops^ Bijhops^ and other- 
Prelettes ofChurchesy Secular or Regular ^ of whatfoever 
Dignity y Degree^ State j or Condition they he ; . the DukeSy 
Marqutjfesj Earls y Barons y Vajfafsy and ValvaforSy and- 
all and every my Liege People whatfoevery Eccl^tajlics 
or Seculars y of all the fifid Kingdoms and Dominions y by 
what Name foever they are known y from the Oath of 
Fealty and Homage y and other Oaths whatfoever to me- 
Tnadey and from all Bond or Tye of Liegancsy Royalty y 
and Dominiony whereby they have been or are obligedy or*> 
eitherwife in any Manner bound unto me. And I do freey 
Tfleafey and acquit them and their Heirs and Succeffors for 
ever^ from the faid Oaths and other Obligations whatfo- 
ever. And I do difmifs them freey unloofeny quity and in 
full Immunity y as far as relates to my Perfony to every 
f o^J £ffe^ of Law which may follow from the Premijfesy or - 
any of them. And I do purely y of my own Accordy ftmply 
and abfolutelyy in and by the bejl Manner y Wayy and Form - 
that may be in thefe IVritingSy renounce and totally\ re* 
ftgn all Kingly Dignity and Majeflyy and the Crowny and 
Dominiony and Power of the faid Kingdoms and Domi- 
nionsy and all other my Dominions and Pojfejffioiih or any - 
way belonging or appertaining unto me, by what Name ^ 
foever they may be reckoned up within the aforefaid 
Kingdoms, or elfewbere s and all Right and Colour of 

Right 
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Itigbt and Tiile^ Pojiffion and D^minionj which at anj^^l^^^^* 
Time I have bad, miv haViy or by any Means fl>all havty 
in or to the fame^ or any of them^ with their univerfal 
Rights and Appurtenames^ or any Dependencies howev& 
on them^ or any of them : And atfo the Rule and Govern-^ 
ment of the f aid Kingdoms and Dominions^ and their Ad» 
miniflrationj and all Manner of meer and mixt Empiri 
and yurifdiSfion to me in the faid Kingdoms belMgiHgj of 
that may he belonging ; and to the Name ofKit^, and the 
Honour y Regality ^ and Celjitude Royals purely ^ voluntarily ^ 
/imply y and abfolutelyj by the heft Manner^ Way^ and Form 
that the fame can be done in thefe IVritingSj I do renounce^ 
and them do totally refign^ and in Deed and in Word dif» 
mifs and quit the fame ^ and from them do recede for ever. 
Saving to my Snccejfors^ iSTiff^r ^England, the Rights to 
them or any of them belongings or that JhaU any wayhe^ 
Jongy in the faid Kingdoms or Dominions^ and all other 
the Premijfes for ever. And I do confefs^ acknowledge^ 
repute s and truly ^ and out of certain Knowledge ^ do judge 
myfelfto have been^ and to be^ utterly infufficient and un-* 
ujefulfor the Rule and Government of the faid Kingdoms 
and Dominions y with all their Appurtenances ; and^ that 
for my notorious Demerits 1 defirve to be depofed. And I 
do fwear upon thefe Holy Gofpels of God^ by me corporally 
touched^ that I will never a^ contrary to the faid Rejigna- 
tion^ Renunciation^ DifmiJIion^ andCeJJkn-j nor any way 
oppefe the fame in Deed or in Word^ by myfelf or any 
other or others : Nor will^ as much as in me lies, permit 
the fame puhUckly or privately to be contraried or oppofed ; 
hut the faid Renunciation^ Reftgnation^ Difmiffun^ and 
CeJJioH^ will for ever efteem ratified and well-pleafingj- 
and firmly hold and obferve the fame in the whole and [ *o ] 
in every Part. So God me belpy and thefe Hofy Gofpels 
of God. 

7, the before-named King Richard, do here fubfcribe 
myfelf with my own Hand. 

« And prefently to the faid Renunciation and Ccflion,* 
< the faid King added, by Word of Mouth, That if it 

* lay in his Power t^efaid Duke of LznczHer Jhould fuc^ 

* ceed him in his Kingdom : But becaufe, as he faid, this 

* did not depend on bis Pleafurc, he did requeft the faid 

' ' Arch- 
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Afchbilhop of nri» Aid BiAop of IArrfofd^,^ yfAtotk 
he, ibr that Time, had oonftttuted hit Procuntbra, to 
dedafeandrntimate fiKih hb Ceffion aad^Rerfundafion 
to thb States of the Kinffdom, T&if tbiy' t»oM h 
pkafid t§ fifpdfy to tbt PnpU his JWill and^lnnnfiim 
ih that B^nlf. Aflid, itt Tokeh of fuch his Will and 
Ifiteittioii, did» then and there^ openly pltick^ off* the 
GoUen Ring^of his Signet from his own Finger, and 
put it upon .&e Finger of the iiiid Duke of Lantujter^ 
defiritig, as he affimed, That the famv might htmaik 
kUfwnto M th$ Staiis of the Kingdom. Which be-' 
tng done; taking their Leaves on both Sides, thejr all 
wciit* otft of the find ToiArer, to i^etu^h to their Lodg-^ 

« But on dicf Mbrrd«i% v/s. Turfday^ tNe Feaft of St; 
Jsrome^ in thcfGresttHaliar^^s/Piniff/Afr^ inthePiacd 
nonouraUj^ prepared fbr holding the Parliament, . thd 
faid Archbifhops of Gltfifhf^tfry and ?0r^,.and the Duki^ 
of Laneafltr^ and< other Dfikes and Lords, as' well 
Spiritual as Temporal, whbfe Nafnes are under- writ* 
teo, and the Commons of the fiiid KingdbmVaiifedibled' 
in a great Multitude in Parliament, being prefent,- and* 
the faid'Doke of iUi»fi;^/r bemrfeated in a Place due 
to hisQuality^ and die Chair orState"* being foleitin- 
\f adorned with Gloth of Gdd j but then empty, with** 
one any Perfon whatever prefiding therein;, the above-- 
named Archbifliop of }1?r^v in Se Name of himfelf,> 
and of the faidfiribo|i of H^r^f/bn/, according to the 
Order of the faid King, did publickly declare the €ef-' 
fion and Renunciation to have been (o ihade by him' 
as aforeiud, with the Subfeription of his Royal mnd,* 
and Delivery of his Sjgii^. And the (aid Ceffion and* 
Reniihetadon did there caufe to be read by another) 
iirit in Latin^ and then in Englijh. 

* Immediately after which it was demanded of the 
Effate^ and People there prefent, to wit, firft of the 
Archbifliop of CanUtburyy to whom, by reafen of the 
Dignity and Prerogative of his Metropolitan Church 
of Canterbury^ it belongs in this Behalf to have the 
firft Voice amongft the reft of the Prelates and Ncr-- 
blcs of the Realm, fFhether, fpr their Intereji and' 
thg Utility of the Kingdom^ihey would be fUsftd to ad^' 

mir 
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^mtfiich Rimmciatim aniCtjffUn. And thefaid States Kinf ttbrf IV^ 
« «id People^ judging fronrtheGaitfes by chefaid King 

* iMoiielfi in his Kenuiiciadon and Ceffidn aforefaid^ 

* ^liified that tfaeiaine'inrRs^ver^ expedienr, did eadi 

* Man fingly by himfelf, and m common with the 

* People, unanimoufly admit the faid Ceffion and Re-^ 
^ Bunciation. 

< After which Admiffioni it was then and there pub* 
^ lickly declared, Thar, befides fiich Ceffion and Renim* 

* ciation, fo as aforefaid admitted, it would be tery ex« 
^ pedient and proiita}>le to the Kingdom, for the re- 
^ moving, of aUS^uples, and taking away finifter' Siif« 

< picions, that very many Crimes- and Defe£ks* by the 

* (aid King, about tiie ill. Governance of his Kingdom^ 

* very often committed, reduced into Writing by wa)r 

< of Articles,, by reaibn of which, as himfelf a£Srmed 

* in the Ceffion by him made, he was delervedly to be 

* depofed, ihould be publickly read and declared to the 

* People : And fo the greateft Part of the faid Articles 
♦were then and there read through.. The Tenor of 

< all which Anicles is fuch. 

Butyet in the RoU^ be/on tbi JfticUSf tben arefirfi 
ibsfe Wcrdt. 

•Here follbweth the Form of. the Oath thatis uFed 
1 and accuftomed to be taken by. the Kings of England^ 
^ at their Coronation ; which the Archbiihop of Canter^ 
^ bury hath ufed to require and receive from the faid^ 

* Kings, as in the B<>oks of the Pontifical of the iVrch'-r 

< biihops and Bifhops is. more fully recorded. 

• Which Oath Ricbard II. after the Conqucft of 
^ Englandy did take at his Coronation ^ and the fame 

« wa'sadminiftrcd by t|ie Archbifhop of Canterbury ^ an^ t ^* T 
^ the verv fame Oath the King afterwards repeated, ai 

* 16 the KoUs of the Chancery may more fully be found 

* of Record. 

« Thau Jbalt keep to tbe Church of G^d and People en^ 
^ ttre^Peace and Concord in Gody according to thy Power. 
^ The King (hall anfwer, / will keep them. 

* Though in all thy judgment 5 caufe to be done equat 
^ and right Jujiice ana Difcretion^ in Mercy and in 

< Truthy according to thy Power. He (ball anfwer, / 
^ fvillfo do* 

« ThifH dojl grant theju/i hava etnd Cu/ioms^ asjhall 

ke 
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Kwg Peury IV. « ^g held^ and d»ft promife tbk fame Jballhy thei be pro^ 

* teSied^ and^for the Honour ofGod^ corroborated^ quas 

* vuleus elegerit, which the People fiall chufe^ to the ut^ 
« moft of thy Power. He (hall anfwer, / do Jo grant 

* and promife, 

^ To the afo^efaid Queftion^, fuch others are added 
< as (hall be juft ; and all Things being fo pronounced^ 

* the King, by his own Oath on the Altar, before all the 
^ Aflfembly, confirms and promifes that he will keep 

* and obferve the fame/ 

Then follow the Objeflions or Articles againft the 
King, touching his Depofition* 

T*»f Artickt TMprimisy It is objeSed againft King Richard, That 
agai im. J, ^{jgj.gj^s^ jjy reafon of his ill Government, viz. His 
giving away the Goods and Pofleffions belonging to his 
Crown, and that to Perfons unworthy ; and his indif- 
creet fquandering the fame away otherwife, and to that 
End impofmg, without Caufe, Colledions and othec 
grievous Burdens on his People, more than they were 
able to bear ; and alfo innumerable other Evils by his 
Aflent and Command perpetrated, there were, by the 
whole Parliament, certain Prelates and others, Tempo- 
ral Lords, eleded and ailigned, who might, with all 
their Power, and at their own Charges, faithfully la- 
bour about the juft Government of the Realm : Yet the^ 
King caufing a Conventicle to be held by him, with his 
Accomplices, the faid Lords, as well Spiritual as Tem-^ 
poral, fo occupied about the Safety and Profit of the 
Kingdom, did propofe to impeach of High Treafon,^ 
{ 13 ] and did violently dr^w the Judges of the Kingdom, for. 
Fear of Death and corporal Tortures, to fuch his wicked. 
Purpofe, moft vigoroufly ftriving to deftroy the faid^ . 
Lords™. • / 

IL The faid King lately, at Shrewfiury^ caufed fever^l, 
and the greater Part, of the Judges to come befort hinv 
V and his Favourites privately in a Chamber, and, by Me- 

naces, and various Terrors, and fuch AffVightments.as 
might fall even upon Men of conftant Refolutions, did^ 
induce, caufe, and compel them feverally to anfwer cer- 
tain Queftions there propounded, on the Behjilf of the^ 

Kiijgt 
tt Vol. I. p. 460, 486. 
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4Cing, concerning, the Laws of his Kingdom^ htdden^in^ Heniy IV. 
and dgainft their Will, and otherwife than they would 
have anfwered, had they been at Liberty and unforced. 
By Colour of whjch Anfwers, the faid King purpofed to 
iiave proceeded afterwards to the Deftru£^ion of Thomas 
Duke oiGicucefter^ and the Earls oi Arundile and /f^- 
'^icky and other Lords, againft whofe Deeds and Beha- 
viour the faid King was much incenfed, chiefly becaufe 
they defired the faid King to be under good Guidance ; 
but. Providence withftanding it, by th^ Refiftance and 
Power of the faid Lords, the King was not able to bring 
fuch his Defign to EfFea ». 

in. When the Lords Temporal, defending themfelves^ 
had withftood his Malice and Fraud, and the faid King 
had prefixed a Day for holding his Parliament to do 
them, and other Inhabitants of the Realm, Juftice in 
that Behalf, and the faid Temporal Lords were quietly 
and peaceably gone home, and at Reft in their Houfes^ 
in Hope and Confidence of the faid Parliament, the King 
fecretly fent the Duke of Ireland with his Letters and 
^Standard towards Chefter^ and thera gathered Multitudea 
in. Arms, and caufed them to rife againft the faid Lords» 
the Nobles of the Kingdom, and Servants of the State, 
publickly ere£ling his Standard againft the Peace which 
he had fworn to keep ; from whence Slaughters of 
Men, Captivities, Diftentions, and other infinite Mif- 
chiefs, did enfue throughout the whole Kingdom ; by 
which Aift he became guilty of Perjury • 

IV. Although the faid King had, in full Parliament, 
and by the Aflent thereof, pardoned the faid Duke of [14] 
Gloucefter^ and Earls of ArundeU and Warwick^ and all 
their Affiftants and others, all Offences ; and had, for 
miany Years, (hewn Signs of Peace and Love to the faid 
Duke and Earls, and to. the reft appeared with a pleafant 
and benien Countenance ; yet the faid King always and 
continually bearing Gall in his Heart, did at laft, taking 
an Opportunity, caufe the faid Duke of Gloucefter^ the 
Uncle of him the faid King, and alfo the Son oi Edward 
the late King of England^ of happy Memory, and Con- 
ftable oi Englandy then humbly going to meet the faid 
King, in folemn ProcefSon, and the faid Earls of ^r««- 
dile and fVarwicky to be taken and arrefted, and him 

the 

n .Vol, I. p, 483, 509, • Ibid. p. 488^ 514* 
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lUi^ltngr nr* tlie ftkl Duke out of the JCingdom of England^ to the 
Towi^ ot Calais, did caufe to be led, and rbefe impci-^ 
Soaed, aad under the Ciiftody of the Earl of N^ttingham^ 
ipne «f the AppeUora of the iaidPuke, detained, and 
without Anfwer, or any Jawiul Procefs whatsoever, did 
inhumaidy and cnidly caafe ta be fuflbcated, ftrangled, 
and murdered : And the Earl kJI Arttnitle^ though he 
fleaded ^ well ibe general 2^^os^ as a Pardon after- 
wards f» him rpectallv panted, and defired Joftioe to 
be done Um, yet^ in his Parliament, encompafled with 
armed Men, and innumerable Archers of the Pec^le by 
him gathered to* that Purpof^ by preffing, did damnably 
catife to be beheaded : And the Earl of Warwick and Lord 
Coibam did commit to perpetual Imprifonment, wick- 
cdJv and againft Juftice, and the Laws of his Kin^dom^ 
and bis expreft Oath, confifcating their Lands and Te- 
neiaenCSy as well Fee- Simple as rec-T^iiJ, from them 
9nd their Heirs, and giving the fame to their Appellors ^^ 

V. At the fame Time that the King in his Parlia- 
ment caufed the Duke of Gkuctftsr^ and Earls of Jrun* 
deli and Warwick^ to be adjudged, that he might more 
freely exercife his Cruelty upon them, and accompliih 
his injurious Will in other Matters, he gathered to him- 
ielf a great Multitude of Malefa&ors of the County of 
Cbeftery of whom fome piaffing with the King thro' the 
Kingdom, as w^ll within the King's Palace as withoutf , 
[ 15 ] did cruelly kill the Liege Subjeds of the Kingdom, and 
ibme they beat and wounded, and did plunder the Goods 
of the People, and refufe to pav for their Yi^als, and 
did ravifli and violate their Wwes and other Women ; 
and though there were grievous Complaints^ of fuch 
their ExceflVs, brought to the Hearing of the faid King, 
yet the faid King did not regard to caufe Jufiice to b« 
done, or any Remedy thereupon, but did favour the faid 
Troops in fuch their Evil-doings, trufting in them and 
their Guard, againft fdl others of his K^ingdom^ for 
which Caufe the faithful People of his Kingdom had 
g^reat Matter of Commotion and Indignation "i. 

VL Although the faid King, by his Writs, caufed 
ProclanHation to be made throughout the whole King- 
dom, that he had caufed his Uncle the Duke of Ghu^ 
iiftir^ and the Earls of ArundiU and Warwick^ to be 

taken 
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tf3M».^tii iMrreft^, not for any AffcmUiags or Troop-1CSQc.|faasr4y«. 
ings by them for/nf^ly 919^ withio the JKLingdom p£ 
BngJUmd^ tmt /f^ very fi^vvy ExtQruo^, Oppreflfioos, 
aod other Tbi9gs by .tbem afterwarda .done ml perpe- 
trated agai^ft )u9 Royf^ty and Kingly Majefty ; and 
^j^t it wa$ Qot Jt>i^ Inteou^Mi (hat any of the Fwnily of 
^be faid Diike and EairJs, or of tb.eir FoUover^, at th« 
Timexjf fuch Aflenjd^lipg ao^ Trooping, flioidd for that 
Occ^fion ibe 99olefted ;0r aggrieved ; yet the laid Kkig « 

avt laft, in hU Parli^m^t, did fi^t ipipeach the faid Lorda 
fictfT J£ict9rti()«i$, Qppreffi9n9» or any fmch Matters ; but> 
for the Aflemblings andTroopiogs afoiiefaid^did adjudge 
tihem to Oeath ; and Y^ ma^y of the Family of the 
£u4 lyords, sMid /^then who were following them at 
tbc Tmp of fuch tib^ir Affpn^bliog and Troopioff, ho 
4id» lor Fear pf Death) forge to malce Flm and &aa^ 
ipm^ g$ Tractors or R^b4a$ $9 ^ great Deftru^oa 
of a great Nimbtr of his Pep|^ : And (b he did fubtilly, 
fraudulently, aiid nialiciojafly deceive the faid Lords aod 
their Domeftics, and the People of his Kingdom % 

Vil. After very manyof . thofe Perfons, (o making 
Fine and Ra^fpm, bad obtained of the King hiis Lettcra 
Patent of full Pardon 10 th<9 PreoniiTes, thev coidd not 
leap any Conimodi^y by fuch Letters of Pardon, till 
diey bad made newFUies andRanfoms for faving of t i^ } 
their Life^ whereby visry many were impovcriihed ; 
which was a great I)pxiig^mi and Diflioooiur to the 
Name and Stati? of a Kmg* 

VIIL In the laft Parliament held at Sbnu^Jiury, thn 
fyid King, purpofing to opprafs his People, fiibUlly pro- 
a^red> and caMfed it to b^ granted, That th Pmer 0/ 
ib* PqrliampnU iy ihi Cmfint of tbi Stflfff pftbis King^ 
d^nii JhouU r4$nain in certain Perfons^ to dttirmine^ afur 
tbf Oiffhliition of the ParfiammU ^rtain Peiitions in the 
fmi P^rliameni upbibitfdt but tben not di/piifcbid^ By 
Cp)pi<r rf which Grant;, the Perfpns fo deputed pro* 
cteded to othi^r Things gef^cirally touching that Parlia- > 
qient : And this, with the Will of the King, in PeiiH 
gatipo of the State of ParliainQnl, and the great Damage 
qf the wb(de K^ingdom, and pernicious Example. And 
that tbey ijiight feem to have fpme Colour and Aufho- 
lity for fuch their Doings, the King caufed the Parlia- 
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King Hinirf IV.'ment Rolls to be altered and blotted at his PleafurCy 
againft the ESeA of the faid Grant *. 

IX. Notwithllanding the faid King ^t his Coronatloii 
had fworn, That^ in all his Judgrhents^ he would caufe t0 
he done equal arid right Juftice and Difcretion^ in Mercy 
end Truth J according to his Power ; yet the faid King rir 
goroufly, without all Mercy, did, amongft other Things, 
Ordain, under grievous Penalties, that none fhould lue 
for any Favour, or intercede with the faid King, for 
Henry Duke oiLancafter^ being baniihed ; whereby the 
faid King did a£fc againft the Bond of Charity, rafhly 
violating his Oath aforefaid *• 

X. Although the Crown of the Kingdom of England^ 
and the Rights of the faid Crown, and the Kingdom it- 
felf, have, in all Time: paft, been fo free, that our Lord 
the Pope, nor any other without the Kingdom, ought 
to concern himfelf about the fame ; yet the aforefaid 
King, for the Corroboration of fuch his erroneous Sta- 
tutes, did make Supplicatioo to our Lord the Pope, that 
he would confirm the Statutes ordained in his laft Par** 
liament ; whereupon our Lord the Pope granted hi^ 
Apoftoltc Letters, in which grievous Ccnfures are de- 

. nounced againft any that fhould prefume in any Thing 
[ 17 ] to a(^ contrary to the faid Statutes ; all which are well 
)cnown to tend againft the Crown and Royal Dignity, and 
sigainft the Statutes and Liberties of the faid Kingdom **• 
XL Although the Lord Henry^ now Duke oi Lan^ 
cafter^ by the King's Command, had preferred his Bili 
. touching the State and Honour of the King, againft the 
Duke of Norfolk^ and the fame had duly profecuted, 
fo that, according to the King's Order, he had exhibit- 
ed himfelf in all Points prepared for the Combat ; and 
the faid King had declared, that the faid Duke of Lan^' 
cafter had honourably performed his Devon: as much as 
in him lay, and this by a Decree publickly proclaimed 
before all the People aiTembled at the (aid Combat: 
Yet the faid King, without any legal Reafon whatfoever, 
did caufe and command the faid Duke to be baniihed 
for ten Years, againft all Juftice, and the Laws and 
Cuftoms of this Kingdom, and the Law of War in that 
Behalf, thereby damnably incurring Perjury *. 

» Vol.1, p. 492, 517. t ZJ/V, p«495, 520. tt Ihid. p. 486, 5I3V. 
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XII. After the faid King had gracioufly granted, by King EenrjiV. 
his Letters Patent, to the Lord Henry^ now Duke of 
Lcmcafter^ that, in his Abfencc, whilft he was banifted, 

his General Attornies might profecute for Livery to hini 
to be made of all Manner of Inheritance or Succeffions 
belonging unto him, and that his Homage ihould be re- 
ipited, paying a certain reafbnable Fine; he injurioufly 
did revoke the faid Letters Patent, againft the Laws of 
the Land, thereby incurring the Crime of Perjury *. 

XIII. Notwithftanding that it was ena£ted. That 
every Year the Officers of the King, with his Jufiices 
and others of the King's Council, mould chufe Sheriffs 
for all the Counties of England^ and name them to our 
Lord the King, according as to their Difcretion and Con* 
fcience ihould feem expedient, for the Good and Utility 
of the Kingdom ; the faid King hath caufed Persons to 
be made Sheriffs, not fo nominated or elected, but others 
according to the Capricious of his Pleafure, fbmetimes 
his Favourites or Creatures, and fometimes fuch as he 
knew would not oppofe his Humour, for his own and 
others private Advantage, to the great Grievance of his L *' I 
People, and againft the Laws of his Kingdom, thereby 
notorioufly incurring Perjury ^. 

XIV. At fuch Time as the aforefaid King Tequefted, 
and had of very many Lords and others of his Kingdom^ 
divers Sums of Money, by Way of Loan, to be paid 
again at a certain Term \ notwithftanding^the faid King 
faithfully promifed, by his feveral Letters ratent, to the 
feveral Perfons of whom he borrowed the faid Monies, 
that, at the Term limited as aforefaid, he would repay 
the fame, yet he did not fulfil fuch his Promife, nor are 
they yet fatisfied the faid Monies \ whereby fuch Credi- 
tors are much aggrieved, and not only they, but many 
others of the Kingdom repute the King unfaithful. 

XV. Whereas the King of England^ by the Revenue 
of bis Kingdom, and the Patrimony belonging to his 
Crown, is able to live honeftly, without the Oppreffion 
of his People, as long as the Kingdom id not burdened 
with theCharge of Wars ; yet the faid King, in a Man- 
ner for his whole Time, during the Truces between the 
Kingdom of England and its Adverfarles, hath not only 
given away a great, yea indeed the greateft, Part of his 

Vol. IL B faid 
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Kingfi«ify IV.faid Patrimony, and this to unworthy Perfons 5 but aUb 
hath further impofed on his Subje£^s fo many Burdens 
of Monies granted, as it were every Year of his, Reign, 
that thereby he hath extremely and too exceflively op- 
prefled his People, to the Impoverilhment of his King- 
dom ; not converting the Goods fo levied to the Com- 
modity and Profit of the Kingdom oi England^ but pro- 
digally fquandering it away for the Ofl^ntation of bis 
Name, and in Pomp and Vain-Glory; whilft great 
Sums of Money are owing in his Kingdom for the vic- 
tuals of his Hquiholdy and other Things bought, tho* 
he hath abounded with Riches and Treafures more than 
any of his Progenitors. 

XVI. The faid King, not willing to keep or protect 
the juft Laws and CuAoms of his Kingdom, but accord- 
ing to his arbitrary Will to do whatfoevcr fliould occur 
to his Defires, fometimes, and very often, when the 
Laws of his Kingdom have been expounded and decla- 
t 19 ] red to him by the Judges and others of his Council, and 
that they have defired that he would do Juftice accord- 
ing to tnofe Laws, hath exprefly, and with an angry 
and haughty Countenance, faid. That his LavQS were in 
his Mouth ; and fometimes. That they were in his 
Br$aft ; /and. That he himfelf alone could make and change 
the Laws of his Kingdom : And, being feduced with that 
Opinion, did not fuffer Juftice to be done to very many 
of his Liege People ; but, by Threats and Terrors, hath 
forced very many to ceafe from the Profecutbn of com- 
mon Juftice. 

XVIL That after certain Statutes had been made in 
Parliament, which always bind till they are fpecially re- 
voked by the Authority of another Parliament ; the faid 
King, defiring to enjoy fuch Liberty that no fuch Statutes 
fliould fo bind him, but that he might do and execute 
his Pleafure, fubtilly procured a Petition to be preferred 
in his Parliament on Behalf of the Commonalty of his 
Kingdom, and to be granted to him in general. That he 
/night be as free as any of his Progenitors were before 
him. By Colour of which Petition and Conceflion, the 
faid King hath very often commanded very many Things 
to be done againft fuch Statutes unrepealed, a£ling 
therein exprefly and knowingly againft his Oath taken 
at his Coronation '^. yvttt 

See Vol, I. p, 449, 475, 
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XVIII. Although it was enaScd and ordained. That King Senrj iv% 
fto Sheriff fliould hold his Office above one Year toge- 
ther, but that three Years ibould pafs before he ihould 

be again admitted to that Office ; the faid King Richard^ 
fometimes for his own ftngle Commodity, and fome* 
times at the Inftance of others for their Advantage, 
liath permitted and caufed certain Sheriffs to ftand and 
remain continually in their Offices, fometimes two, 
fometimes three Years, againft the Tenor and EfFefk 
of the Statute aforefaid, thereby incurring Perjury ; and » 
this is notorious, public, and generally ill fpoken of. 

XIX. Altho', by the Statute and Cuftom of his Realm 
in the calling together of every Parliament, his People, 
in the feveral Counties of the Kingdom, ought to be free 
in chufmg and deputing two Knights to be prefent in 

fuch Parliament for each refpeftive County, and to de- t ^^ ] 
dare their Grievances, and to profecute fuch Remedies 
thereupon as to them (hall feem expedient; yet the 
aforefaid King, that in his Parliaments he might be able 
more freely to accomplilh the EiFedts of his head-ftrong 
Will, did very often dire£t his Commands to his Sheriffs, 
that they ihould caufe to come to his Parliaments, as 
Knights of the Shire, certain Perfonsby the faid King 
named ^\ which Knights, being his Favourites, he might 
lead, as often he had done, fometimes by various 
Menaces and. Terrors, and fometimes by Gifts, to 
confent to tbofe Things as were prejudicial to the King- 
dom, and exceeding burdenfome to the People ; and 
efpecially to grant to the faid King a Subfidy on Wool! 
for the Term of his Life, and another Subfidy for certain 
Years, thereby too grievoufly oppreffing his People ®. 

XX. The faid King, that he might more freely fulfil 
and follow in every Thing his own arbitrary Will, did 
unlawfully caufe and command. That the Sheriff^s 
throughout his whole Realm, befides their antient ac- 
cuftomed Oath, (hould fwear that they would obey all 
his Commands, as often as they Ihould be directed to 
them, under his Great .and Privy Seal, and alfo his Let- 
ters under his Signet ; and that in cafe the faid Sheriffs 
fhould come to know that any within their Baili- 

. wicks, of whatfoever Condition they were, had publickly 

orfecretly faid or fpoken any 111, that might tend to the 

B 2 Difgrace 

<l See Vol. I. p« 4o6> 432. « Ibid, p. 486, 512. 
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KingfiMfy IV.Difgnice or Scatidal of bis Royal Perfon, thej fhoutd 
arreft and imprifon them^ there fafely to be kept till they 
fiiould receive Command from the King to the contrary » 
as may be found in the Record ; which Fa£k may pro- 
bably tend to the Deftru^tion of many of the Liege 
People of the faid Kingdom. 

XXL The faid King, ftriving to trample under Foot 
his People, and fubtilly to acquire their Goods to him- 
felf, that he might abound in fuperfluous Riches, did 
caufe the People of feventeen Counties of the Realm to 
fubmit themfeiires to the King as Traitors, by Letters 
under their Seals i by Colour whereof he got mighty 
Sums of Money to be granted him by the Clergy and 
. ^ People of thofe Counties, for obtaining his Roval Good- 
*■ ^* ■' will and Favour : And though, to pieafe the reoplc, the 
King bad caufed thofe obligatory Letters to be reftored, 
yet the Procurators of the People, having full Power 
granted them, to oblige themfelves and their Heirs to 
the faid King, he the faid King caufed them, under 
their Seals, to be bound to him in the Name of the faid 
People ; and fo deceived his People, and fubtilly extort- 
ed from them their Goods. 

XXIL Although the faid King, at his Coronation, 
had fworn to keep the Liberties granted to the Church 
of England^ yet the faid King, by feafon of his Voyage 
into Irelandy did, by his Letters, command very many 
Religious Perfons, viz. Abbots and Priors of his King- 
dom, ftri^Uy requiring that fome of them fhould fi^nd 
to him certain Horfes, and fome of them not only 
tiorfes, but alfo Waggons and Carriages for his faid 
Voyage, or, in Lieu thereof, great Sums of Money, in 
the faid Letters exprefled : By which Manner of Wri- 
ting, he forced many of fttch Religious out of Fear to 
fulnl his Will and Command, whereby they were 
heavily impoveriflied and opprefled, in manifefl Dero« 
gation of Ecclefiaftical Liberty ; by which Pretext the 
faid King Richard did incur Perjury. 

XXIIL In moft of the great Royal Councils, when 
the Lords of the Realm, the Judges and others, being 
charged that they would faithfully counfel the King in 
Matters relating to his State and that of his Kingdom ; 
the faid Lords, Juftices, and others,, v^ry often, in 
giving CoMnfcl according to their beft Difcrction, have 
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been by the King Aiddenly and (o fiercely chidden andKiag Hmy iv« 
reproved, that they have not dared to fpeak the Truth, 
in ^ivii^ their Advice for the State of the King and 
ICingdom ^ 

AAl V. The Treafure, Crowns, Reliques, and other 
Jewels, viz. The<joodsof the Kingdonij, which. Time 
out of Mind, have been repoiited in theTreafury of the 
Kingdom, for the Honour of the King^ and Preferva- 
tion of his KingfJom againft any fudden Event or Exi- 
gency, the faid King, going out of his Kingdom into 
Ireland^ did take away, and caufed the fame to be carried [ 22 ] 
with him, without the Confeniofthe States oftbe King-^ 
dom ; whereby this Kingdom had been vaftly impo* 
veridiedy if God, by the retaking of the faid JQoods ** 

againft the faid King's Will, had not otherwife provided. 
And furthermore, the faid King did caufe the Rolls of 
Records, touching the State and Government of his 
Kingdom, to be deftroyed and razed, to the great Pre- 
judice of his People, and difinherittng of the Crown of 
the faid Kingdom : And all this, as it is probably be- 
4ieved, in Favour and Support of his evil Governance. 

XXV. The faid King was wont, as it were perpe- 
tually, to be fo variable and diflembling in his Words 
and Writings, and fo contrary to himfelf, and efpecially 
in writing to the Pope, and to Kings and other Lords 
out of the Kingdom, and within it, and alfo to others 
bis Subjeds, that no Man living that knew his Condi- 
tions could or would confide in him ; nay, he was re- 
puted fo unfaithful and unconftant, that it became fcan- , 
dalous not only to his own Perfon, but alfo to the whole 
Kingdom, and efpecially amongft Foreigners of all the 
World who came to know the fame. 

XXVI. Although the Lands arid Tenements, the 
Goods and Chattels, of every Freeman, by the Laws pf 
the Realm ufed from all Time heretofore, ought not 
to be taken from him, unlefs they be forfeited; yet 
the faid King, purpofing and longing to weaken fuch 
Laws, in the Prefence of very many Lords, and others 
of the Commonalty of the Kingdom, hath frequently 
iaid and affirmed, ^hat tht Life of every one of his Sub^' 
je^Sy and his Landsj Tenements^ Goods^ and Chattels^ 
are his^ the faid King^s^ at his Will and Pleafure^ lOitb- 

B 3 out 
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<K.ingHinry IV.out any Forfeiture : Which is utterly againft the Laws 
and Cuftoms of the Kingdom aforefaid. 

XXVII. Although it was ena£ied and ordained, and 
is hitherto confirmed. That no Freeman ihall be taken^ 
nor any way deftroyed, and that the King {hall not pafs, 
nor fend any to pafs upon him,' but by the lawful Judg- 
ment of his Peers, or by the Laws of the Land ; yet, 
[ 23 ] '^y ^^^ Will, Command, and Order of the faid King, 
very many of his Liege People, being malicioufly accu- 
fed for having publickly or fecretly faid fomething that 
might tend to the Difpraife, Scandal, or Difgrace of the 
Perfon of the faid King, have been taken and imprifon- 
• cd, and brought before the Conftable and Marftial of 
England \n the Court Military ; in which Court the /aid 
Liege People being accufed, would not be admitted to 
make any other Anfwer, than that they were no way 
guilty, and would juflify the fame, and defend them- 
felvcs by their Bodies, and not otherwife, notwith- 
ftanding their Appellors were young Men, ftout and 
lufty, and thofe fo accufed, antient and impotept, 
maimed or infirm ; whereby not only Deftruftion of 
the Lords and Grandees of the Kingdom, but alfo of 
all and fingular Perfons of the Commonalty of the fame 
may probably enfue : Since therefore the faid King hath 
wilfully aded contrary to fuch a Statute of this King- 
dom, it is not to be doubted but he hath thereby incur- 
red the Crime of Perjury. 

XXVIIL Although the People of the Realm o^ Eng- 
land^ by Virtue of their Liegiance, are fully enough 
bound to their King, and the faid King, by the Laws 
and Cufloms of his Kingdom, is enabled to correal and 
punifli his People, if in any Kind they tranfgrefs ; yet 
the faid King, defiring to trample on, and too much 
opprefs, his People, that he might the more freely exe- 
cute and follow the Humour of his foolifh and unlawful 
Will, by his Letters to all the Counties of his King- 
dom, did enjoin and command. That all his Subjeds, 
as well Spiritual as Temporal, (hould take certain Oaths 
in general, which were too grievous to them, and 
which might probably caufe the final Deilru<Stion of his 
People, and that they fhould con^rm fuch their Oaths 
under their Letters and Seals ; to which Royal Com-r 
fxiand the People of his Kingdom did fubmit and pay 
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Obedience, that they might not incur his Indignation King Htnry iv, 
or Difpleafure, and alfo for Fear of.Dcath «, 

XXIX. When Parties contending in the Ecclefiafti- 
cal Court, in Caufes merely Ecclefiaftical and Spiritual, 
had endeavoured to obtain from the Chancellor of Eng- 
land Prohibitions to hinder the lawful Procefs in the 

faid Courts, and the faid Chancellor had Juftly refufed [ 24 ] 
to grant the fame ; yet the faid King, by Letters under 
his Signet, has frequently prohibited the Ecclefiaftical 
Judges to proceed in fuch Caufes, thereby evilly infring- 
ing the Liberties of the Church in the Grand Charter 
approved, to the Confer vation whereof he was fworn, 
and damnably incurring Perjury, and the Sentence of 
Excommunication againft fuch Violators thereof by the 
Holy Fathers pronounced. 

XXX. The faid King, without any reafonableor 
lawful Caufe whatfoever, or any other Procefs of Law, 
did, in his Parliament, encompafled in Warlike Manner 
by armed Men, adjudge ITAcwitfj oi ArundeU^ Lord Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury^ (Primate of all England^ his Spiri- 
tual Father, abfenting himfelf by the treacherous Coun- 
fel of the faid King) to Banifhment, againft the Laws 
of his Kingdom, fo by him fworn to as aforefaid *. 

XXXI. By Infpeaion of the Teftament of the faid 
King, fealed with the Great and Privy Seal, and alfo 
with his Signet, aipong other Things there is contained 
this Claufe or Article : Item, We will that the Refiduc 
of our Gold (the true Debts of our Houjhold^ Chamber^ 
and Wardrobe^ being paid, for Payment whereof we be* 

queath 20,000 Marks y referving to our Executors five or \ 

fix thoufand Marks ; which we will by them to be expend'^ 
ed towards the more plentiful Maintenance of the Lepers 
and Chaplains, to celebrate before them, by us founded at 
Weftminfter and Bermondefeye) Jhall remain to our Sue- 
ceffor, provided always that he approve, ratify, and con- 
firm, and hold, and caufe to be holden and firmly obfer^ 
ved, all andftngular the Statutes, Ordinances, and Judg^ 
ments, made, given, and rendered in our Parliament, be^ 
gun at Weftminfter the xjth Day of the Month of Sep- 
tember, in the one-and-twentieth Year of our Reign, and 
in the fame Parliament, continued at Shrewft)ury, and 
there holden ; and alfo all the Ordinances, Judgments, and 

Eftablijk^ 
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King Henry IV. EJiahliJhmenU of the ibth Day <?/ September, in the 22^ 
Tear of our Reign, at Coventry ; and afterwards at 
Weftminfter, the Sth Day of March, in the Tear afore- 
t ^S ] faidf by the Authority of the faid Parliament j and like- 
wife all other Ordinances and Judgments which fhall 
hereafter happen to he made by Authority of the laid Par- 
lietment : But etherwife, if "our faid Succejfor Jhall refufe 
ta perform the Premijfes, which we do not believe, then 
we will that Thomas Duke ^/Surrey, Edward Duke of 
. Albemarle, John Duke of Exeter, andWillhm le Scrope, 
JE^r/^ Wiltfliire, paying fir/l the Debts of omr Houjhold^ 
cur Chamber, and our Wardrobe, and referving five or 
fix thoufand Marks as aforefaid, fhall have and hold all 
the faid Reftdue above-mentioned, for to fupport and de- 
fend the faid Statutes, EJiablifhments, Ordinances, and 
Judgments to their utmofi Power, even unto Death if it be 
necejfary ; upon all which, and every Part^ we do hereby 
charge and burden their Confciences, as they will anfwer 
in the Day of Judgment, By which Article it may evi- 
dently enough appear, that the iaid King did obfiinately 
ftrive to maintain and defend thofe Statutes and Ordi- 
nances which are erroneous and unjuft, and repugnant 
to all Law and Reaf6n ; and this not only during his 
Life, but after his Death too ; neither regarding the Pe- 
ril of his own Soul, nor yet the utter Deftruflion of 
his faid Kingdom or Liege Pe6ple. 

XXXIL In the nth Year of the faid King Richard, 
lie the faid King, in the Chapel of his Manor of Lang- 
ley, in the Prefence of the Dukes of Lancajier and Tori^ 
and very many other Lords, defiring, as it hath appear- 
ed, that his Uncle the Duke of Gloucefter, then there^ 
. prefent, fbould fully confide in the Good-will of him 
the faid King, did voluntarily, and of his own Accord, 
fwear before the Venerable Sacrament of the Lrord's Bo- 
dy, there placed upon the Altar, that thenceforwards he 
would never endamage, trouble, or grieve him the faid 
Duke of Gloucejler, for ^ny of his Deeds which were 
faid to have been committed againft the Perfon of him 
. the faid King; but did chearfuUy and totally forgive him 
all his Offences, if any were ; yet, afterwards, not- 
withflanding fuch Oath, the faid King did horribly and 
^rucUy cauf^ the faid Duke to be murdered, for fuch the 
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before-pretended OiFences ; thereby incurrijig the Guilt King Uemy iv« 
of damnable Perjury *. f 26 1 

XXXIII. After one of the Knights of the Shires of *■ -■ 
the faid Kingdom, having a Voice in Parliament, had 
impeached the faid Thomas^ Archbifliop of Canterbury^ 
upon certain Defaults committed againft the King's 
Majefty, as was untruly fuggeiled, and the faid Arch* 
biihop, prefently then and there, offered himfelf ready to 
anfwer the Matters charged upon him, and defired that 
he might be thereunto admitted by the King, not 
doubting, as he faid, but he fhould be able fufficientlj 
to fliew his Innocence ; yet the faid King, contriving, 
b^ all the Ways and Means he could, to opprefs thp 
faid Archbilhop of Canterbury^ and ruin his Eftate, a$ 
the Event of the Matter has declared, fpeaking gracioufly^ 
and with a chearful Countenance to the faid Archbifbop, 
from his Royal Seat, did advife, and very earneftly re- 
queft him, tiiat at that Time be would hold his Peace^ 
and expe£t a better and more fit Time to make his De<» 
fence ^ ; which Day being paffed, the faid King, from 
Day to Day, for five Days or more, did fraudulently 
and treacheroufly deceive the faid Archbifhop, counfel* 
ling him, and perfuading him, that he ihould not come 
to the Parliament, but wait at home without ahy Fear$ 
becaufe, as the lafd King faithfully did promise him, 
there (hould not, in his Abfence, any Lofs or Prejudice 
be done ot happen to him ; notwithftanding all which, 
the faid King, m his Parliament aforefaid, did, in the 
mean Time, adjudge the faid Archbifbop to be baniflied 
during the King's Pleafure, though abfent, and never 
any way called to anfwer, and without any reafonable 
Caufe wbatfoever; and alfo voluntarily, againfl the 
Laws of the Kingdom and all Juftice, coniifcated, all 
his Goods ; whereby he likewife became guilty of Per^^ 
jury. But furthermore, the faid King, being willing to 
palliate his Malice and Subtilty, by flattering Difcourfes 
which hq oft-times had with the faid Archbifbop, did 
endeavour to clear himfelf of fuch Injury done, and make 
as if it were the Doings of others ; infomuch that the 
Archbifhop difcourfing with the King, and with the 
Duke of Norfolk^ and other Lords and Great Men of [a? 1 
jhc Kingdom, happened to fay, by way of lamenting 

his 
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King/Tir/frylV.his own Condition, « That h^ was not the firft that 

* had fuiFered Baniihnifnt, nor fliould he be the laft ; 

* for he thought in a fliort Time the Duke of Norfolk^ 

* and other Lords would follow him ; and confidently 
, ^ * averred to the King, That all the Rigour of thefcf Pro- 

^ ceedings would finally be returned back on his own 

* Head/ To which the faid King, as aftonifhed, ha- 
ftily replied. That he verily thought it might fo happen 5 
and that he himf elf mighty and indeed ought ^ to he expelled 
his Kingdom by his Liege People, And further the faid 
King faid, That if the fame Jhould happen^ he would 
convey himfelf to the fame Place where the faid Arch^ 
bijhop Jhould be. And that the Archbifliop might the 
rather credit his Words, he Ihewed him a certain great 
Jewel *, curioufly formed, underneath the Skirt of his 
outward Veftment ; intimating for certain, to the faid 
Archbifliop, that whenever he fhould fend that Jewel 
for a Token, he would not delay to come thither where 
the faid Archbifliop fliould be refident : And that the 
faid Archbifliop might more confide in him, the faid 
King fent to him, advifing him that he fliould private- 
ly fend all his Jewels, and other Things of Value, be- 

^ longing to his Chapel, unto him the faid King, for the 
fafe-keeping thereof, left, by Colour, of the before- men- 
tioned Judgment, any one fliould wrongfully feize the 
fame ; which, under the greateft Confidence in the; 
World, being done, the faid King caufed him to re- 
pofite the faid Goods in certain CoflFers, and the faid 
Coffers to be locked up, and fealed by one of the Arch- 
bifliop's Clerks, and, keeping the faid Coffers by him, 
returned the Keys thereof by the faid Clerk to the Arch^ 
bifliop ; yet afterwards, unknown to the faid Archbi- 
fliop, caufed the faid Coiltrs to be broken open, and 
difpofed of the Goods thferein, at his Will and PJeafure. 
Furthermore, the faid King faithfully promifed the faid 
Archbifliop, that if he would but repair to the Port of 
Hampton^ in order to go out of the. Realm, he would 
at laft, by the IntercefEon of the Queen, get him recal- 
led : And if it fliould happen, that he th^ faid Archbi- 

r 28 1 fliop fliould go out of the {lealm, be fliould without Fail . 

^ "* return into England before Eajler next following ; no^ 
ihould in any Kind lofe his Archbiflioprick^ and this he 

faithfully 
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faithfully promifed, fwearing upon the Crofs of the late King Henry iv; 
Martyr St. Thomas^ Archbi&op of Canterbury^ by him 
the fatd King corporally touched : All which Promifes 
notwithftanding, the faid King forced the faid Archbi^ 
fhop to depart the Realm ; and forthwith tranfmitted 
fpecial Letters to the Apoftolical See, to have him tranf- 
lated : And fo, and by other Frauds and deceitful Tricks 
of the faid King, the faid Archbifhop, being a well- 
meaning believing Man, was fubtilly circumvented.' 

Jfter the Recital of the foregoing jfrticles, the Record 
proceeds thus : 
* And becaufe it feemed to all the EAates of the 
^ Realm, being afked their Judgments thereupon, as well 

* feverally as jointly, that thefe Caufes of Crimes and 

* Defaults were fufficient and notorious to depofe the 

* faid King ; confidering alfo his own Confeilion of his 

* Infufficiency, and other Things contained in his faid 

* Renunciation and Ceilion, openly delivered, all the 
' faid States did unanimoufly confent, that^ ex Abundantly 

* they fhouid proceed unto a Depofition of the faid 

* King, for the greater Security and Tranquillity of the 
^ People, and Benefit of the Kingdom : Whereupon 

* the faid States and Commons unanimoufly conftituted, 

* and publickly deputed, certain Commiifioners, viz, 

* The Bifhop of St. Afaph^ the Abbot of Glajionhury^ 

* the Earl of Gloucejier^ the Lord Berkeley ^ Sir Thomas 

* Erpynghanif and Sir Thomas Grey^ Knights, and Sir 

* lyUliam Thirnyng, one of the Juftices, to pafs fuch 

* Sentence of Depofition, and to deppfe the faid King 

* Richard from all Kinjly Dignity, Majefty, and Ho- 

* nour, on the Behalf and in the Name, and by the 

< Authority, of all the faid States, as in like Cafes, from 
^ the antient Cuftom of the faid Kingdom, h^d been ob- 

* ferved **. And forthwith the faid CommiiQoners, taking 

< upon themfelves the Burden of the faid Commiflion, 

* and fitting on a Tribunal before the faid Royal Chair [ 29 ] 

* of State, having firft had fpme Debate of the Matter, 
^ did, on the Behalf, and in the Name, and by the Au* 

* thority aforefaid, pafs the faid Sentence of Depofition, 
♦being reduced into Writing j and caufed fuch their 

* Sentence 
b See the Proceedings upon the Depofition of King Edward II. in 
Vol- i. p. 182, aoQ, ^c. 
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Kiog i7^«:y IV. < Sentence to be read and recited by the faid Bifliop of 

* St. Afaph^ their Colleague, by the Will and Com- 

* mana of the reil of the faid Commii&oners, in thefe 

* Words : 

The Sentence of JiJ the Name ofGod^ Amen. We John Bifl)op of St. 
Depofition^ffedil Afaph, John yfM^/ <7/ Glfltonbury, Thomas £tfr/ 
jjpoaKingii;c^. Gloucefter, Thomas Lord Berkeley, Thomas de 
£rpyngham, and Thomas Grey, Knights^ and William 
Thirnyng, Jujlice^ Commijftoners fpecially deputed to the 
Matters under- written, by the Peers and Lordi Spirit 
tual and Temporal of the Kingdom of England, and the 
Commons of the faid Kingdom^reprefenting all the Eflates 
of the faid Realm , fitting in Tribunal ; and having con^ 
fidered the multiplied Perjuries^ Cruelty , and very manf 
other Crimes of the faid Richard, touching his Govern^ 
mentf committed and perpetrated, in his Kingdoms and Do* 
minions aforefaidy during the Time of his Governance j 
alt of them before the faid States openly and publickly pro^ 
poundedy exhibited^ and recited^, which have been and 
are fo public J notorious 9 manifeji^ and fcandalous^ that 
they could noty nor can^ be concealed with Venial or Excufe^ 
And confidering likewtfe the Confeffion of the faid Richard,- 
acknowledging^ and reputing, and truly, and of his own 
certain Knowledge, judging himfelfto have been, and to be^ 
utterly infufficient and unmeet for the Rule and Govern^ 
ment 0f the faid Kingdoms and Ddminions, and their Ap^ 
purtenances, andforfuch his notorious Demerits worthy ta 
be depofed, as by him^ the faid Richard, was before de-* 
dared J and, by his Will and Command, publijhed before 
the faid States, and made known and expofed to them in 
the Vulgar Tongue ; having already had diligent Deli* 
deration upon thefe Things, and all others tranfa£ied in 
this Affair before the faid States and us, we do, on the 
• Behalf, and tn the Name, and by the Authority to us in 

C $0 J ffji^ Matter committed, ex Abundanti, and for Caution, 
pronounce, decree, and declare him^ the faid Richard, /^ 
have been, and to be, unfit, unable, and utterly infufficient 
for, and unworthy of, the Rule qnd Government of the faid 
Kingdoms, and the Dominions, and Rights, and Appur^ 
tenances of the Jame ; and, for and by Reafon of the Pre^ 
Viiffis^ to be defervedly Depofed of, and from, all Royal 

Dignity 
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Dignity and Honour^ if any Thing cf fuch Dignify andKlti%He»rylV* 

Honour were yet renunning in him. And ioiib the fame 

Caution we do Defofe him by this eur definitive Sen^ 

fence in Writings exprefly forbidding all and finguhr the 

Lords J Jrchbijhops^ Bijhops^ and Prelates^ Dukts^ Mar^ 

quiffesj Earh^ barons^ Knights^ Vajfah^ and Vahafots^ 

and other Subje^s and Liege People of the faid King- 

dom and Dominions^ and other Places of the faid King-- 

dom and Dominions belongings that henceforth none of 

them Jball any way obey or regard the fatd Richard a$ 

King or Lord of the faid Kingdom and Dominions. 

< Furthermore, the faid States willins that nothing 

* fliould be wanting which might be of value, or ought 

* to be required, touching the rremifles, being feverall/ 

< interrogated thereupon, did conflitofe the fame Per- 
^ fons that were before nominMed Commiffionersr, to 

< be their Procurators, jointly and feverally to refigfi 

< and gye back to the iiid King Richard the Homage 

< and Fealty to him before made, and to inttQiate to 

< him, if it (hould be requifite, all the PremiiTes, touch- 

* ing fuch his Depofittoo and Renunciation. 

* And then prefently, as foon as it appeared by the 
f Premiffes, and the Occafion of them, that the Crowa 
' of England^ with its Appurtenances was vacant, the 
^ aforefaid Henry Duke of Lancafier, rifirtg up from his 

* Place, and ftanding fo ere£tea as he might conveni- 

* ently be fcen by the People, and humbly fortifying 

« himfelf with the Sign of the Crofs on his Forehead, ^ 

* and on his Breaft, having alfo firft called upon the 

* Name of Chriji^ did claim the faid Kingdom, fo va- 
' cant as aforefaid, with its Crown and all its Members 
< and Appurtenances, in this Form of Words in his 

* Mother Tongue :' • 

JN the Name of Faidir^ Son^ and Holy Ghojl^ I Henry [ 31 ] 
•^ of LziKZ&cry chalenge this Reaume of Ynglonde^ and 
the Cor one s with all the Members and the Appurtenances^ f^c'crown* 
als I that am defcendit^ be right Line of the Blode^ ^omyng ° 
fro the gude Lord Kyng Henry Therde^ and thorghe that 
Right that God of his Grace hath fent mee^ with Helpe 
of my Kyn^ and of my Frendes to recover it ; the which 
Reaume was in Poynt to be ondone for Defaut of Govern^ 
ancCf and undoyng of the gude Lawes, 

« After 
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Kmg Htnrj iv» « Aftcr which Claim and Challenge, as well tfiff 
' Lords Spiritual as Temporal, and all the States there 

* prefent, being feverally and jointly interrogated whac 
^ they thought of that Claim -, the faid States, with the 

* whole People, without any Difficulty or Delay, did 

* unanimoufly confent, that the faid Duke fhould reign 
^ over them. And forthwith, as the faid King fbewed 
^ to the States of the Kingdom the Signet of King Rich" 

* ard delivered to him as a Token of his Will, that he 

* (hould fucceed him as aforefaid ; the faid Archbifliop 
^ taking the faid King Henry by the Right Hand, led 

* him to the Royal Chair of State : And after the faid 

* King, kneeling down before it,had prayed a little whllei 

* the faid Archbifliop of Canterbury^ affifted by the Arch- 
^ bifliop^of York^ did place the faid King, and caufe him 

* to fit in the faid Royal Seat ; all the People wonder- 

* fully fhouting for Joy. And by and by the faid Arch- 
'• bifliop qI Canterbury^ having with much ado procu- 

^ red Silence from the over-joyed Multitude, made a 

* fliort Difcourfc, or Oration, in thefe Words :' 

Vir dominabitur Populo, A Man Jhall reign over my 
People J I Sam. ix. 17. 

The Archhi{ho]^ CT^He/e are the Words of the King of Kings ^ fpeaking to 

«f Canterbury z ± Samuel , and teaching him how a Perfon Jhould be qua*^ 

Owafion^'* * i^fi^^io rule^Jince the People defer ed to have a King given * 

And not unfitly may they be faid of our Lord the Kingj 

whom we behold this Day \ and if we but intimately con- 

[ 3* 3 >f^r thefe Words ^ they afford us Matter of great Confola^ 

tion ; for God does not threaten uSy as he did formerly 

his People by Ifaiah,/tfy/«^, Ifa. iii. I will make Children 

^ to rule over them ; but^ according to his Compafftony who 

in his Wrath remembereth Mercy ^^36 hath vifvted his People^ 

and now Children no more^ as heretofore ^ Jhall lord it over 

them ; for the Lord faith to them, A Man fliall rule. 

Of the late Rulers of this Kingdom y or any of them^ one 

might have fitly faid that of the ApoftUy Cor. xiii. I 

fpake as a Child, I underftood as a Child, I thought as 

a Child. The Apojile repeats it thrice^ As a Child I 

fpake, I underftood and thought. As to Speech^ it is 

certain that a Child is inconjlant in fpeaking, he eafefy 

f peaks true^ and as eafily falfe ; // ready in Words to pro* 

mife^ 
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Jwi/fr, but what he promifes he frefently forgets. NoW^ King Htnry IV, 
thefe are Things very inconvenient and dangerous in a King '^ 
nor is it pojftble that any Realm Jhalljiand long in Happi* 
nefs where thefe Conditions bear Sway : But from fuch 
JMifcbiefs a Kingdom is freedy whofe Scepter is fwayei 
by a Man^ for it belongs to a Man tofet a Watch befon 
his T^ongue j and fuch is our prefent Happinefs^ over 
fvhom not a Child^ but a Man^ is fet^ and fuch ah one^ as 
I hope we may fay of him that in Ecdef. ix, BlefTed is 
the Man that hath not erred with his Tongue. Then 
faith the Apoflle^ I underftood as a Child. NoWy a Child 
relifhes nothing but Flatteries and pleafing Things ^ and 
underjlands only Bawbles andTrifles^ and loves not one that ■' 

argues according to Truths yea indeed hates him beyond 
all Meafure : But heretofor^^ amongfl us^ Truth was 
trampled under Footy fo thai none durjl fpeak it j and 
therefore it is plain and apparent enough^ that he^ that 
then reignedy underjlood as a Child. For a Man is riot 
addiSfed to fuch ThingSy but under/lands Wifdom ; fo 
ihaty by the Grace of Gody it may be faid of himy as it 
is writteny Ecclef. ix. Bleffed is the Man that abideth 
in Wifdoni- For. as a Child is delighted in Vanity y fo a 
Man has Regard to Truth and JVifdom. Truth therefore 
Jhall entery and Vanity depart y which has done fo much 
Mifchief in our Nation ; for now a Man Jhall ruUy who 
feeks after Truthy andnot Vanity or Flattery. Thirdly, It 
is faidy I thought as a Child j for a Child thinks and 
fludies only how to have his Humour y and do Things ac* [ 33 1 
cording to his own Willy and not according^ to Reafon : 
Therefore y when a Child reigns y there only Self -Will reignSy 
and Reafon is banijhedy and Conjlancy'is put to Flighty and 
great Danger enfues ; from which Danger we are deliver " 
edyfor a Man wall Rule over us ; to wity one thatfpeaks 
not like a Child ; but thus as one that has the Perfection 
of Reafon.'^! come not to do my own Will, but the 
Will of him that fent me ; to wity of God: And there- 
fore of fuch a Man we will fay not only that he will abide 
in Wifaomy but alfo that as a Many not a Childy he will 
meditate on theCircumfpeSiion of God \ that isy he will every 
Way diligently obferve that God's Will, not his own y be 
done } and foy in the Stead of a Child wantoning infoolijh 
Jiubborn Humours y a Man fhall reign y and fuch a Man 
that it Jhall be faid of him — A King (hall reign in Wif- 

dom. 
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king Henry IV. dotti, and he fhall execute Judgment, and do Jufiice- 
in the Earth. 

* Which Harangue being ended, the faid Lord King 

• Henry ^ to appeafe the Minds of his Subjects, did thea 

• and there utter thefe Words : 

SIRES, 

K«rry*8Declara. J Thank God and zowes Spirituel andTemporely and all 
tioQ of Thanks J- fh^ EliaUs of the Londy and do zowe to wyte, it es noght 
my Will that no Man thynke that be way ofConqueJi I 
wold dijherit any Man of his Heritage ^ Franches^ or other 
Rights that hym aght to have, no put him out of that that 
he has^ and has had by the gude Laws and Cujiums of the 
Reaume ; except thofe Perjons that has been agan the gude 
Purpofe and the comune Profit of the Reaume, 

* And forthwith confidering that, by the former Va- 
cancy of the Royal Throne, by the Ceffion and De- 
poiition aforefaid, all Power of Juftices, Sheriffs, and 
other Officers, throughout the Kingdom was ceafed ; 
therefore, to the End that there might be no Failure 
nor Delay in the Adminiftration of Tuftice, to the 
Grievance of the People, he caufed principal Officers 
and Juftices to be made and fworn to him with the ufual 
Oaths. And it was immediately proclaimed by the 
C 34 1 * King's Command, that, on Monday next, after the faid 
Feaft of St. Michael^ a Parliament (hoiild be held 
and celebrated ; and that on the Monday following, 
that is to fay, on the Feaft of St. Edward^ fliould be 
the Coronation of the faid King at Weftminjier^ and 
that all thofe that could claim any Service in the faid 
Coronation fhould come to the IVlnte-HaU of the Pa- 
lace, befofe the Steward, Conftable, and Marfhal of 
England^ on Saturday next before the Day of the 
faid Parliament, to make their juft Demands in that 
Behalf, and receive Right therein. But as for the 
fliortning the Day affigned to the Parliament, there 
was a Proteftation made by the King, That it was not 
his Intent that thereby any Prejudice (hould be brought 
upon the States of his Kingdom ; nor that the fame for ' 
the future fhould be drawn into Example j but that 
fuch Abbreviation of Time was only made for the Be- 

. ^ 'nefit 
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< nefit and Profit of the Kingdom, and cfpccially to fave J^nl Bf»y iv. 
^ the Labour and Expcnces of feveral of his People, and 

^ that the Grievances of the People might be the fooner 

* remedied. 

. * After which the King, arifing from his Royal Throne, 

* and beholding the People with a chearful and benign 

* Countenance *, retired himfelf from thence, all the 

* People rejoicing ; and the fame Day, in the IVhite^ 
^ Hail aforefaid, made a folemn Feafl to the Nobles and 
^ Gentry, there in a vafl Multitude afiembled. 

* And afterwards, viz. .on Wednefdty next following, 
^ the before-named Procurators, fo deputed as aforefaid, . 

< did, according as they were commanded, repair into 

* the Prefence of the faid late King Richard^ being with- 

* in the Tower aforefaid ; and the faid Sir William 

* 77r/V«y«^ the Juftice, for himfelf and his Companions 

* and Fellow- Procurators, in the Name of all the States 

* and People aforefaid, did notify and fully declare untto 

< the faid Richard^ their Admiflion of his .faid Renuncia- 

< tion, and the Manner, Caufe, and Form of fuch Sen* 

< tence of Depofition, and prefently did refign and give 

* back to the faid late King Richard^ the Homage and 

< Fealty formerly to him made as aforefaid, with thefe 

* Words : 

The Words which William Thirnyng fpake to Mon- C 35 3 
fire Richard^ late King of England, at the Tower of 
London f in his Chambei", pn Wednesday next after the 
Feaft of St. Michael the Archangel, were as fol- 
low"*: 

SIRE, 

TT is wele known to zow, that ther was a Parlement fO' Sir William 
^ moned of all the States of the Reaume for to he ^^ ^tnt-^of 'tht^" 
Weftmynftre, and to begin on the Tuefaday in the Morrow Convcrfation be- 
of the Fejl of St. Michel the Archangel that was Zefter* twcen King 
day ; hy Caufe of the which Somons all the States of this f^'^^^"^^^^ 
Lond were there gaderedy the which States hole made thes 
Vol. II. * C fame 

I yuUu billari et benigno. Record., 

«» It is remarkable, that this very Sir JVilliam Thirnyng was Chief Ju- 
ftice of the King's Bench in the ftift Year of Rrcbard*s Reign; and then 
declared, in the Parliament held at Sbreio/hury, .his Approbation of thofe 
Opinions in Law, for which the Judges had been baniflied ten Years be* 
fere, — Sed Teifpora muUntur, See Vol, I. p. 483, 509* 



Digitized by 



Google 



24- 5^^ Parliamentary History 

Ki^g j^Mfji iy»fame Psrfones that ben comen here to %ow noWy ther Pro^' 
euraterSf and gafen hem fu}l Aiitorjte and Pot/ber^ and 
charged hem for to fay the Words that we fiiall fay to 
zow in ther rJame^ and on ther Behalve ; that is to wyt^ 
ten^ the Bijhop of Seint Affa, for Erjbijhoppes and Bi^ 
fhoppes ; the Ahhot of Glaftenbury, for Abbots and Pri^ 
curs J and all other Men of Holy Chirche^ Seculers and 
Ruelers ; the Erie of Glouceftre, for Dukes and Erles ; 
the Lord of Berkeley, for Barons and Banereties ; Sir 
Thomas Irpyngham, Chamberleyny for all the Bachilers 
and Commons of this Lond be South ; Sir Thomas Grey, 
for all the Ba^ilers and Commons' by North ; 'and my Fe- 
Jawe ]ohzn Markham and me for to come with hem^for 
all thes States i And fo^ Sire^ thefe Wordes^ and the Do^ 
i^g^ *hat we fall fay to zow^ is not onlych ourWordeSj 
but the Doyngs of all the States of this Lond^ and our 
Charge in/her Name. 

And he anfwered and faidj That he wyfle wele that 
Wi wold noght, fay bt{t as we were charged. 

Sirey Ze remembre zow wele that on Moneday in the 
Feft of Seint Michel the Archangel^ ryght here in this 
Chamber^ and in what Prefence ze renounced and ceffed of 
the State of Kynge and of Lordefhip^ and of all the Dig^ 
nite and Wyrjhip that Ibnged thereto^ and affoiled all 
%our Leiges of her Ligeance and Obeifance that longed to 
zow ttppe the Fourme that is contened in the fame Re^ 
nunciation and Ceffion^ which %e redde zourfelf by zour 
Mouthy and affermed it by kour Othe, and by zour owng 
tf^riting. Upon whiche ze made and or deined; your Pro " 
curat ours the Er/biJhoppeofXoxkandthe Bi/hoppe of Here^ 
C 3^ ] ford, for to notifie and declare in zour Name thes Renunr 
elation and CeJJton at Weftmynftre, to all the States^ and 
all the People that was there gadyrd^ becaufe of the So- 
mons afortjaidy the which thus don Tejlerday by thes Lords 
zour Procuratours^ and wele herde and underjiooden^ thes 
Renunciation and Ceffion were plenelich and frelich ac- 
cepted^ arid fullich agreed by all the States and People 
"jorefaid. And over thisy Sire^ at the In/lance of all thes 
States and People ^ there ware certain Articles ofDefautes 
in zour Governance redde there^ and tho" wele herd and 
pleinelich underjlooden to all the States forefaid^ hem thoght 
hem fo trewe^ and fo notorie and knowen^ that by tho 
Caufes^ and by no other ^ as thei foyd^ and havyng Con- 

Jideration 
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fideration to %our owm Wordis in zour owne Rinunciafion^An% Hmry IV i 

4ittd CeJJiony that ze were not worthy^ no fufficienty ne able 

for to goveme^ for zour^ owne Demerites^ as it is more 

pUinelicb eontened therein^ hem thoght that was refondbU 

and Caufe for to depofe zowe ; and her Commijfaries thai 

they made and ordeined^ os it is of Record^ ther declared^ 

and decrtedy and adjudged zow for to he depofedy and 

pryved zow of the dftate of Kingy and of the Lardejhip 

conteined in tie Renunciation andCeJJion forfayd^ and of 

nil the Dignitie and Wyrjhipp^ and of all the Adminifira'- 

tion thai longed thereto. And we Procuratours to all thes 

States and People forfayd^ os we be charged by hem^ and 

by her Jutoritie gyffen usj and in her Name zelde zow * 

uppefor all the States and People forfaydy Homage^ Liege^ 

and Feautey and all Leigeance^ and all other Bondes^ 

Charges J and Services that long thereto^ and that non of all 

thes States and PeopUyfro thys Tyme forward^ ne bert 

zow Feythy ne do zow Ubeifance as to thar King^ 

And he anfwered and feydy That he loked not ther- 
after ; hut befeydey That, after all this, he hoped that 
is Cofyn wolde be gode Lord to hym. ^ 

So far the Record. , 

Sir John Haywdrd tells us. That when the Commit- 
tee, appointed to receive Richard^s Refignation, aflem- 
bled at the Tower for that Purpofe, the Day before this 
Parliament was to begin, the unhappy Monarch was 
brought forth, apparelled in tiis Royal Robe, theDi^i- 
dem on his Head, and the Scepter in his Hand) and was 
placed amongft them in a Chair of State. He adds. 
That, after a litte Paufe and Expectation, the King arofe E 37 3 
from his Seat, and fpake to the AiTembly thefe Words, 
or the very like in EfFeft ° : 

jAJfure myfelf that fome at this prefenty and many here- Ricbard*sS^^ecdii 
^ after y will account my Cafe lamentable ; either that I^^^^ SnuS^to 
have deferved .this DejeSiiony if it be juji y or if it i^rccchfe'^Ws Ro- 
wrongfuly that I could not avoid it. Indeed I do confefsy^^nmQa* 
that many Times I have Jhewed myfelf both lefs provident 
and lefs painful for the Benefit of the Commonwealth than 

C 2 / 

-n Bajward*t Life. of Kitig Henry IV. p. 86. But we doubt the Hi- 
ftorian hat put thefe Words in King Richard's Mouth long after his Death, 
there being no Mention of any fuch on Record : Or, if he did ff>eak to this 
FoTpofe, th«y were not fuffered to be enrolled. 
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King Htnry l^.J Jhould^ or mighty er intended to do hereafter ; and have^ 
in many ASfions^ morf refp^ed the fatisfying of my own 
particular Humour^ than either Juftice to fome private 
PerfonSy or the common Good of all \ yet I did noty at any 
Time, either omit Duty or commit Grievance, upon natural 
Dulnefs or fet Malice ; hut partly by Ahufe of corrupt 
CounjelUrs, partly by Error of my youthful Judgments 
And now the Remembrance of thefe Overfights is fo unplea^ 
fant to' no Man as to my f elf', and the rather, becaufe 1 have 
no Means left, either to recompenfe the Injuries which I 
have done, pr to tejiify to the World my reformed Affec'^ 
tiQns, which Experience and Stayednefs of Years had al^ 
ready corrected, and would daily have framed to more 
Perfe£iion. But whether all the Imputations wherewith- 
I am charged be true, either in Subjiance, or infuch ^ua^ 
lity as they are laid, or whether, being true, they be fo hei- 
nous as to enforce thefe Extremities ; or whether any other- 
Prince, efpecially in the Heat of Youth, and in the Space 
of two-and'twenty Years y the Time of my unfortunate 
Reign, doth not fometimes, either for Advantage, or upon 
Difpleafure, in as deep Manner grieve fome particular 
Subje£f, I will not now examine: It helpeth not to ufe 
Defence, neither bodteth it to make Complaint \ there is na 
Place left for the one, nor Pity for the other ; and there- 
fore I refer it to the Judgment of God, and your lefs di- 
Jiempered Confederations » , 

/ accufe no Man ; / blai^e no Fortune ; / complain of 
nothing \ I have no Pleafure in fuch vain and needlefs 
' Comforts j and if I lijied to have flood upon Terms, I knovj 
I have great Favourers abroad, and fome Friends, I hepe^ 
at home, who would have been ready, yea forward, on my 
Behalf, to fet up a bloody and doubtful War \ but I ejleem 
[ 3? ] not my Dignity at fo high a Price,, as the Hazard of fo 
great Value, thf J pilling of Jo much En^'iih Blood, and 
the Spoil and Wafte of fo flour ifbing a Realm, as thereby 
might have been occalioned. Therefore, that the Common- 
wealth may rather rife by my Fall, than I ft and by the Ruin 
thereof, I willingly yield to your Defires ; and am here 

, ' come to difpojfefs my f elf of all public Authority andTitle^ 

and to make it free and lawful for you to create, for your 
King, Henry Duke of Lancafter, my Coufin German^ 
y)hom I know to be as worthy to take that Place^ as I fee 
you willing to give it to him. 

There 
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There was no farther Bufinefs done the firft Day, ?^»ng B^ry iv. 
but the reading of the above Record, before the Parlia- , 
ment; and the iWiwi^;^ following, being the Feaft oi^^^^J^^"^^ 
&• Edward, K^ing and Confeflbr, was appointed for 
Henry^s Coronation, which was performed at fVeftmin^ 
fier^ with the ufual Ceremonies, 

The next Day the Parliament met again, when the 
Commons prefented to the King Sir John Cheney, for ^''J^"^^f^"" 
their Speaker, whom the King accepted, and. he made c^pcnker on the 
the ufual Proteftation, which was alfo allowed. But the Skkncfs ot Sip 
Day following the faid Sir John, with the Commons, ^^^ ^^"'^y- 
came again before the King, and declared. That, by 
reafon of a fudden Diforder, he was unable to ferve, ana 
that they had chofe Sir John Darewood in his Place j 
befeeching the King <o allow 'the faid Sir John Dare^ 
wood to be Speaker for the Commons : Which faid 
Knight, having alfo made the ufual Proteftation, was 
allowed as before. 

Then the Commons, with the Aflent of the Bishops ^subfidymnt- 
and Lords, for the great Love and Affediion which they cd. ** 

bore their Lord and Sovereign, with other fulfome 
Compliments, and in order to provide for the War 
againft Scotland, Defence of Calais and Ireland, and the 
Amendment of the State, alfo in Hopes that their Re- . 
quefts fliould be granted, gave to the King, for three 
Years, the Subfidy on'Woolls, Skins, and WooU-fells ; 
that' is, 50 X. on ev^ery Sack from Denizens, and 3/. from 
Aliens ; alfo one Tenth and one Fifteenth. 

The next Thing this Parliament went upon was, to 
pafs an Ad of Indemnity to fcreen thofe who, dunng^^^fj^ljf^^^^" 
the late Troubles, had taken up Arms in Favour of ther/j Adherents. 
King, then Duke of Lancajler \ likewife to pafs an A61 
for the repealing the whole Proceedings of the Parlia- [ 39 ] 
ment 2XShrewJhury, 21 Richard IL and to confirm that 
Parliament which was held the i ith of the faid King, ex- 
cept the EfFeft of the Pardon granted by the faid Statute 
of the 2ift of Richard IL which they ordained ihould 
ftand, notwithftanding the reft of it was ' repealed ". 
Alfo it was enabled. That nothing, for the future, 
ihould be efteemed or adjudged to be Treafon, but what 
was ordained to be fo by the 25th of Edward IIL and 
that all blank Charters whatfoever, which the City of 
C 3 London^ 

«p Statutes at large, Anno i& % H^nry IV. fyaljingham, p. 361. 
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King Htnry IV. London^ and feventeeti Counties befides, had been for^ 
ced to feal and give to King Richard^ ihould be utterly 
void. 

The Archbifhop of Canterbury moved the Houfe for . 

their Confent to addrefs the King, that he would pleafe 

to create tienry^ his eldeft Son, Prince oi Wales ^ Duke 

of Cornwall^ and Earl oiCheJler. Upon which the King^. 

^ fitting in his Royal Seat, in full Parliament, put a Coro* 

net on the Head of the faid Henry^ his eldeft Son, a 

Ring of Gold on his Finger, and gave him a Gblden 

Rod in his Hand,^ and kiiled him ; alfo, by a Charter 

: then given him, he was created Prince of Wales ^, isfr. 

His Uncle, the Duke of Tork^ put the Robes on the 

young Prince, and afterwards brought him to the Seat 

affigned, for that PrincipaliQr, ia rarliament. It was 

ialfo then enaSed by all the Eftates, that the faid Prince 

ihould fucceed his Father in the Realm oi England y and 

they all prQmifed to accept and obey him accordingly^* 

The next Day, being Thurfdqy<% the Archbifiiop of 

Canterbury moved, in the Upper Houfe, that the Lords 

ihould in no wife difclofe any Thing that ihould then 

. 1>e put to them ; which being promifed by all, the 

Earl of Northumberland put this important Queftiop to . 

the Houfe, What they would advife was fit to be done 

^ 40 ] with Richard the late King^ in order to his keeping in 

. , fafe Cuftody ; for the King ivoul^ have his Life faved by 

DifpofaUf th« all Means p ? — To which all the Lords, whofe Names are 

late K.ing'8 Per- here under- Written, being federally examined, anfwered, 

ibni t That it feemed advif^able to them, that he ihould be . 

* put under a fafe and fecret Guard, and in fuch a Place 

* where no Concourfe of People might refort to him, 

* and that he be guarded by trufty and fufficient Perfons ; 
^ and that no Perfon who had been familiar with him^ 
' ihould be about his Perfon ; and that it Ihould be done 

* in the moft fecre^ Manner that can be devifed.'— This 
Sentence, which was now agreed on fo privately, was, oxx 
the 27th of OSiober^ adjudged and confirmed before the 

King 

« This Charter is extant in Rymer'i Fad. Anglian Tom. VIII, p, 91. 
9 It is only for the Dbehy of Ccrmuallf wherein all the LaxidSjHereditaments^ 

&c, belonging to it, are cxprefled. The next Inftrument is for the Prin- 
cipality of //<«/«. In this Parliament alfo he was created Duke ofA^uU 
t^'n. Record. 

o The Prince was juft then twelve Years old. ^HoIling^Cbron. p. 5 1 1 # 
f Sa Fie ^uele ie Roif v^et ^u$ iui/qit Jauve^ en tquti M^neres, He^or^. 
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King in the. Great Hall of JVeftminfter in full Earlia- King //«»> IV, 
ment, wixh Addition only. That his Imprifonment 
Ihould be made perpetual ^. 

^i Names of the Lords who ^ being ajked^ affinted to the 
^ejiion^ are thefe following ' : 



The Archbilhop of Can^ 

terbury, 
Archbifhop of York^ 
Bifhop of London. 
Si(hopof£/jr. 
Bifhop of Lincoln. 
Si(hop of Norwich. 
Bifliop of Rochefter. 
Btfhop of Sdlijbury. • 
Bifhop of Exeter, 
Bifhop of Chichejier. 
Bifhop of St. Jfaph. 
Bifhop of Chejler. 
Bilhop of St. David'.s. 
Bifhop of Uandaff. 
Bifhop of Durham. 
Abbot of Wefiminjler. 
Abbot of St. Alban's. 
Abbot of St. Aufiin. 
Abbot of Bury. 
Abbot oi%\.. Maryh^Yorh 
Abbot of Gkucejier. 
Abbot of Battel. 
The Prince. 
Duke of York. 
Earl of Arundele. 
Earl of Warwick. 
Earl of Stafford. 
Earl of Northumberland. 
Earl of Suffolk. 



Earl of tVorcefler. 
Lord Rofs. 
Lord Grey of Ruthin. 
Lord Charleton. 
Lord Bardolfe. 
Lord JVilloughby. 
Lord FurnivaL 
Lord Ferrers. 
Lord Beaumont. 
Lord Berkeley. 
Lord Fitz-lValters. 
Lord Mauley. 
Lord Scales. • , 

Lord Morley. 
Lord Burnel. 
Lord Lovel. 
Lord Camois. 
Lord Seymor. 
Lord Cromwel. 
Lord Cobham. 
Lord Fitz-Hugh. 
Lord /& Bergavenny. - 
Lord Lumliy. 
Baron of Grey/loci. 
Baron of Hilton. 
Sir iBl?«>y Piercy. 
Sir Robert Scrope. 
Sir Thomas Erpingham^ 

Chamberlain. 
Sir Matthew Gowin. 



The Pceri pte- 
fentatthatQge* 
ftion* 



t40 



It is obfervable,, that the Bifhop of Carlijle is not in 
this Lift, and indeed there is great Reafon, for it ; he 
being the only Man, either in the Prelacy or Laity, 

that 

q Feufl adjugges a perpttuel Prifine. Record. 

r The Reader may obferve, uppn comparing this with the foregoing Lift, 
that mofl of Jthe Lords who compofed the lafl JMiniilry were abfent on this 
Occafiun • See before^ p. 4. 
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Kiag HwjF IV. that had the Courage to oppofe this Ufurpation at that 
Time. Sir John Hayward ^ has given us a Speech 
made by this Bifhop, on the Occauon, when the laft 
Queftion was put in the Houfe of Lords. We {hall not 
conteft the Genuinenefs of it ; fo much is certain, that 
this honeft Man fufFered greatly for his Lbyalty to the 
depofed Prince; being deprived of his Dignity, put 
under a long Imprifonment, and, had it not been for 
his Order. which was then held too facred, muft have 
died the Death of a Traitor.- If it be objedled, that 
it was now too late to make' Speeches, when the nt^ 
King was adlually crown'd, the aforefaid Author has 
in fome Meafure accounted for that,, in remarking, 

* That this Prelate was a Man both learned and wife, 

* and always ufed both Liberty and Condancy in a good 

* Caufe 5 that in his fecret Judgment he never gave 
^ Allowance to thefe Proceedings, yet he difiembled his 
^ Diflike untill he might, to fome Purpofe, declare it ; 

' ' * therefore, now, adds he, being in a Place to be heard 
^ of all, and,- by Order of the Houfe, to be interrupted 

* by none, he rofe up with a bold and lefolute Spirit, 

* and uttered his Mind as followeth ' : , 

f 4* ] * rir^HisQueftion, Right Honourable Lords, concern- 

Bifhop of Car^ * A ^^^ * Matter pf great Confequence and Weight ; 

hjle\ Speech * the determining whereof will afluredly procure ei- 

agamftit, < ther fafe Quiet, or dangerous Difturbance, both to 

' our particular Confciences, and alfo to /the common 

* State. Therefore, before you refolve upon it, I pray 

* you call to your Coniideration thefe two Things ; 

<k Life of King Henry IV, Lond* i6to. p. loi. It is alfo in HoL Chrox* 

t The Name of this Biihop of Carlijle was Tbemas Merks^ alias, of TWw- 
market, alias, Sumejire, He had been confecrated 4^17; i397> was deprived 
in 1399) but lived ftveral Years after. Le Neve^'s Fafti EccUJia Angli- 
canae, p. 334. , 

fValJingham fays, He was made by the Pope Titular Biffiop of Samos, 
Sir Walter Raleigh writes, that be was the only honeft Man in this Par- 
liament, who icorned his Life and Fortune, in Refpeft to his Sovereign's 
Right and his own Allegiance* Prerogative of Parliaments^ p. 85. 

This Bifhop attended Richard in his Expedition to Ireland* See Vol. I. 
p. 500, 525. 

Raptn, upon introducing an Ab/^ra6l of this Speech, fays, that the Com* 
xnons, not fatisfied with the bare Depofing of King Richard, would have 
had him tried 'in Form, and petitioned the King for that Purpofe. His 
Marginal Note on this refers to Cotton t j^bridgement for his Authority j 
whereas there is not one Word of this Petition mentioned in the Abridget^ 
Account of this Parliament, nor on the Rojls themfclvcs. Ro^in, /#/• 
Mdit. p. 4S6. 
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* yfr/?. Whether King Richard be fufficiently depofed orbing ^f»ry vr. 

* no. Secondlyy Whether King Henry be with good 

* Judgment or Juftice chofen in his Place. For the firft 

* Point we 2StfirJl to examine, Whether a King, be- 

* ing lawfully and fully inftituted by any juft Title, 
' may, upon Imputation either of Negligence or of Ty- 

* ranny, be depofed by his SubjeiSts : Sicondly^ What ^ 

* King Richard hath omitted in the one, or committed 

* in the other, for which he (hould deferve fo hedvy 
^ Judgment. I will not fpeak what may be done in a 

* Popular State, or in a Confular ; in which although 

* one beareth the Name and Honour of a Prince, yet 

* he hath not Supreme Power of Majefty ; but, in the 

* one, the People have the higheft Empire j in the other, 

* the Nobility and chief Men of Eftate ; in neither, the 

* Prince. Of the firft Sort was the Commonwe^alth of 

* the Lacedemonians j who, after the Form of Govern* 

* ment which Lycurgus framed, oftentimes fined, often- - 
^ times fettered their Kings, ^nd fometimes condemned 

* them to Death j fuch were alfo, in Cafar^s Time, the 

* petty Kings of every City in France ^ who were many 

* Times arraigned upon Life and Death, a/id, as Amhio" 

* r/V, Prince of the Leodienfes^ confefTed,- had no greater ' 

* Power ovei^the People, than the People had over them, 

* Of the fecond Condition were the Roman Emperors at 

* the firft ; of whom fome, namely, Nero and Maximianus^ 

* were openly condemned ; others were fuddenly fur- 

* prized by Judgment and Authority of the Senate ; and 

* fuch are now the Emperors oi Germany y whom the other 

* Princes, by their AriftcJcratical Power, do not only [ 43 ] 

* reftrain, but fometimes alfo remove from their Imperial 
State ; fuch are alfo the Kings oi Denmark and Swede^ 

* iandy Who^re many Times by the Nobility dejected, 

* either into Prifon or into 'Exile ; fuch likewife are the 

* Dukes ofFenice, and of fome other Free States in Italy ; 

* and the chiefeftCaufe for which Lewis E^ltI oH Flanders 

* was lately expelled from his Place, was for drawing 

* to himfelf Cognizance in Matters of Life and Death, 

* which high Power never pertained to his Dignity. 

• In thefe and fuch like Gpyernments, the Prince 

* hath not regal Rights, but is himfelf fubjeft to that 

* Power which is greater than his ; whether it be in the 

* Nobility or the Common People. But if the Sove- 

' reign 
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Kingir#iny IV. < reign Majcftjr be in the Prince, as it was in the three 

* fijft Empires, and in the Kingdom of Judea ind If- 

* raihy and is now in the Kingdoms of England^ France y 

* Spain^ Scotland^ Mufcovy\ Turkey^ Tartary^ Perfia^ 

* Ethiopia^ and almoft all the Kingdoms of Jfta and 

* Africa ; although, for his Vices, he be unprofitable la 

* the Subjeft, yea hurtful, yea intolerable ; yet can they 

* lawfully neither harm his Perfon, nor hazard 'his 
« Power, whether by Judgment, or elfc by Force : For 

* neither one, nor all Magiftrates, hare any Authority 

* over the Prince, from whom all Authority is derived, 

* and whofe only Prefence doth filence and fufpend all 

* inferior Jurifdifiion and Power. As for Force, what 

* Subjeft can attempt, or affift, or counfeP, or conceal 

* Violeiice againithis Prince, and not incur the high 

* and heinous Crime of Tteafon i 

^ It is a common Saying, Thought is free ; free in- 

* deed from Punifhment of Secular Laws, except by 

* Word or Deed it break forthf into Aftion ; yet the 

* fecret Thoughts againft the facred Majefty of a Prince, 

* without Attempt, without Endeavour, have been ad- 
^ judged worthy of Death ; and fome who, in Auricular 

* Conf^ffion, have difcovered their treacherous Device^ 

* againft the .Perfon of their Prince, haj^e afterwards 
*• been executed for the fame. All Laws do exempt a 

C 44 ] * Madman from PtiniChment, becaufe his ASions are 

* not governed by his Will and Purpofe 5 and the 

* Will of Man being fet afide, all his Doings are indif- 

* ferent, neither can the Body ofFend without a corrupt 

* or erroneous Mind : Yet if a Madman draw his Sword 

* upon his King, it hath been adjudged to deferve Death. 

* And left any Man fhould furmife that Princes, 

* for the Maintenance of their own Sa6»ty and 3ove- 

* reignty, are the only Authors of thefe Judgments, let 

* us a little confider the Patterns and Precepts of Holy 

* Scripture. Nebuchadnezzar^ King of Affyria^ wafted 

* all Falejiine with Fire and Sword ; befieged Jerufaletn 
a long Time, and at the laft took it ; flew the King; 
burnt the Temple ; took away the Holy VeflTels and 

« Treafure ; the reft he permitted to the Cruelty and 
Spoil of his unmerciful Soldiers, who defiled all Places 
with Rape and Slaughter, and ruinated to the Ground 
that flouriftiing City : After the Glut of this bloody 

' Butchery, 
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Butchery, the People that remained he led captive into King HeMrj lY. 
Chaldea-y there he ereded his Golden Image, and 
commanded that they which refufed to worfliip it^ 
(hould be caft into a hery Furnace. 
•What Cruelty, what Jnjuftice, what Impiety ia 
comparable to this i And yet God calleth Nebuchai* 
mzzar his Servant,- and promifeth Hire and Wages • 
for his Service: And the Prophets Jtnmiah and Baruch 
did write tothe*y^tc;x to pray for the Life of him» and 
oi Beltejhazzar his Son,.that their Days might be upon 
Earth as the Days of Heaven :. And Ezekiel^ with bit-> 
ter Terms, abhorreth the Difloyalty oiZidekiah^ be-> 
caufe be revolted from Nebuchadnezzar^ whofe Ho- 
mager and Tributary he was. What (hall we fay of 
Saul ? Did he not put all the Priefts to Execution, be«- 
caufe one of them did relieve holy and harmlefs David f 
Did he not violently perfecute that his moft faith<* 
ful Servant and dutiful Son-in-Law, during which. 
Purfuit he fell twice into the Power of David -^ who 
did not only fpare, but alfo prote£l the King ; repro«» 
ved the Pretorian Soldiers for their negligent Watch $ 
and was touched in Heart for cutting away the La[!^ of 
his Garment ; and afterwards caufed the Meflenger to 
be (lain, who, upon Requeft, and for Pity, had lent 
his Hand (as he faid) to help forward the voluntary [ 45 ] 
Death of that facred King^? As for the contrary £x« 
amples, as that of Jehu who flew Jehoram and Aha^ 
ziahy Kings of Ifrael and Judah ; they were ^one by 
exprefs Oracle and Revelation from God, and are no 
more fet down for our Imitation, than the robbing of 
the Egyptians^ or any other particular and privileged 
Commandment ; but in the general Precept, which all 
Men muft ordinarily follow, not only our Adions,, but 
our Speeches alfo, and our very Thoughts, are ftri<5tly 
chargedwith Duty and Obedience unto Princes, whe^ 
ther they be good ox evil. The Law of.God ordain* 
cth. That he which doth prefumptuoujly againji the Ruler 
of the People jhall die \ and the Prophet Z)«wW for bid- 
deth to touch the Lord's Anointed; Thou Jhalt not rail' 
upon the Judges^ neither f peak Evil againji the Ruler of 
the People. And the Apoftles do demand further, that 
even our Thoughts and -Souls be obedient to higher 
Powers J and left any ihould imagine that they meant 

'of 
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King Htnry IV. « of good Princes only, they fpeak generally of all ; and 
*• further, to take away all Doubt, they make exprefs 

* Mention of the Evil, For the Power and Authority 

* of wicked Princes is the Ordinance of God ; ancT 
^ therefore Chrifl told Pilate^ That the Power which he 

* had was given him from above ; and the Prophet Ifalah 

* calleth Cyrusy being a profane and heathen Prince, 

* the Lord's Arrointed. For God ftirred up the Spirit 

* even of wicked Princes to do his Will ; and, as ^eho^ 
^ faphat faid to his Rulers, they execute not the Judg- 

* ment of Man, but of the Lord : In regard hereof 

* Dtfv/V calleth them Gods; becaufe they have their 

* Rule and Authority immediately from God ; which if 

* they abufe, they are not to be adjudged by their Sub- 

* ]t8tSy for no Power within th^ir Dominion is fuperior 

* to theirs j but God referveth them to the foreft IVial : 

* Horribly and fuddenly^ ftith theWifeman, wilt the Lord 

* appear unto them^ and a hard Judgment Jhall they have, 
y * The Law of God commandeth, that the Child 

. * fhall be put to Death for any Contumely done unto 

* the Parents ; but what if the Father be a Robber i 
[ 46 J « If a Murderer ? If for all Excefs of Villainies, odious 

* and execrable both to God and Man ? Surely he de- 

* ferveth the higheft Degree of Punifhments, and yet 
^ muft not the Son lift up his Hand againft him, for no 

* Offence is fo great as to be puni&ed by Parricide : 
^ But our Country is dearer unto us than our Parents 5 

* and the Prince is Pater Patria^ the Father of our 

* Country ; and therefore more facred and dear unto us 

* than our Parents by Nature, and muft not be violated, 
^ how imperious, how impious foever he be : Doth he 

* command or demand our Perfons or our Purfes ; we 

* mufl not fhun for the one, nor (brink for the other ; 

* for, zs Nehemiah faith. Kings have Dominion over the 

* Bodies and over the Cattle of their SubjeSfSy at their 

* Pleafure. Doth he enjoin thofe Actions which arc 

* contrary to the Laws of God ? We mufl neither 

* wholly obey nor violently refift, but with a conftant 

* Courage fubmit ourfelves to all Manner of Punifh- 

* ment, and fhew our Subjection by enduring, and riot 

* performing ; yea the Church hath declared it to be an 

* Hetefy, to hold that a Prince may be flain or depofed 

* by his Subjeds, for arly Diforder or Default, either in 

' Life, . 
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* Life, or elfc in Government. There will be Faults King ft«7 IV. 

* fo long as there are Men ; and as we endure with Pa- 
^ tience a barren Year if it happen, and unfeafonable 
^ Weather, and fuch other Defeds of Nature, fo muft 

* we tolerate the Imperfedions of Rulers, and quietly 

* cxped either a Reformation, or elfe a Change. 

* But, alas ! good King Richard^ why fuch Cruelty ? 

* What fuch Impiety hath he ever committed ? Exa- 

* mine rightly thofe Imputations which are laid againft 

* him, without any falfe Circumftance of Aggravation» 

* and you fhall find nothing ot^eded, either of any 

* Truth, or of great Moment. It may be, that many 

* Errors arid Overfights have efcaped him, yet none fo 

* grievous to be termed Tyranny ; as proceeding rather 

* from unexperienced Ignorance, or corrupt- Counfel, 
« than from any natural or wilful Malice. • Oh, how 

< fhall the World be peftered with Tyrants, if SubjeSs 

* may rebel upon every Pretence of Tyranny ! How 

* many good Princes (hall daily be fuppreflfed by thofe, [ 47 1 
^ by whom they ought to be fupported ! If they levy a 

^ Subfidy, or any other Taxation, it (hall be deemed 

* Oppreffion : If they put any to Death for Traiterous 
^ Attempts againft their Perfons, it (hall be exclaimed 

< Cruelty : If they do any Thing againft the Luft and 
^ Liking of the People, it (hall be proclaimed Tyranny. 

^ But let it be that, without Authority in us, or De« 

* fer^ in him. King Richard muft be depofed : Yet what ^ 

* Right had the Duke oi Lancajier to the Crown? Or 

* what Reafon have we, without his Right, to give it to 

* bim ? If he make Title as Heir unto King Richard^ 
^ then muft he yet ftay untill King Richard's Death ; 
^ for no Man can fucceed as Heir to one that liveth. 
^ But it is well known to all Men, who are not either 
^ wilfully blind or grofly ignorant, that there are fome 

* now alive, lineally defcended from Lionel Duke of 

* Clarence^ whofe Offspring was, by Judgment of the 

* High Court of Parliament, holden the ninth Year of 

* the Reign of King Richard^ declared next SuccefTor to 

* the Crown, in cafe King Richard (hould die without 

* KTue ^' Concerning the Title from Edmund Crouch- 

* back^ I will pafs it over ; feeing the Authors thereof 
^ are become a(hamed of foabfurd Abufe, both of their 

• own 
t See Vol. I. p. 387, 414, and in this Volume, p. i. 
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Kiog Henry IV. < owfi Knowledge and our Credulity j and therefore 
*' all the Claim is now made by Right of Conqueft ; 

* by the Ceilion and Grant of King Richard -^ and by 
^ the general Confent of all the People. It is a i)ad 

* Wooll that ^iU take no Colour : But what Conqueft 
*• can a Subject pretend againft his Sovereign, where the 

* War is Infurre^lion, and the Viftpry high and heinous 
<. Treafon i As for the Refigqation which King Richard 
^ made, being a pent Prifoner for the fame Caufe, it i« 

* an A61 extorted by Force, and therefore of no Vaji- 

* dity to bind him : And feeing that, by tte Laws of this 

< Land, the King alone cannot alienate the antient 

* Jewels and Ornaments pertaining to the Crown, fure- 

* ly he cannot give away the Crown itfelf, and therc-^ 
« withall the Kingdom, 

^ * Neither have we any Cuftom, that the People at 

[ 48 ] * Pleafure /hould ele<S):' their King \ but they iare sjwaya 

< bound unto him , who, by Right of Blood, is right Sue* 

* ceflbr ; much lefs can they confirm and make good 

* that Title, which is before, by Violence, ufurpcd ; for 

* nothing can then be freely done, when Liberty 

* is once reftrained by Fear. So did Scylla^ by Terror 

* of his Legions, obtain the Law VelUia to he made, 

* wheceby he was created Di£lator for Fourfcore Years : 

* And, by like Impreffion of Fear, Cafar caufed the Law 

* Servia to be promulged, by which he was made per- 

* petual Didator : But both thefe Laws were afterwards 

* adjudged void. As for the Depofing of King Edward 

* the Second, it is no more to be urged than the Poifon- 

* ing of King John^ or the Murdering of any other good 
^ and lawful Prince (we muft live according to Laws, 
' and not to Examples) ; and yet the Kingdom was not 
^ then taken from the lawful Succefi'or. But if we look 

< back to Times lately paft, we (hall find that thefe Titles 

* were more flrong in King Stephen'^ than they are in 

* the Duke of Lancqfter. For King Henry L being at 

* large Liberty, neither reftrained in Body, nor con- 
^ ftrained in Mind, had appointed him to fucceed, as it 

* was, upon good Credit, certainly afHrmed. The People 

* afTented to this Defignment ; and thereupon, without 
^ Fear, and without Force, he was anointed King, and 

* obtained full PofTelfion of the Realm ". Yet Henry ^ 

♦ Son 
« Sec Vol, I. p. \%. 
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* Son of the Earl ofAnjou^ having a nearer Right, by his King Henry iv 

* Mother, to the Crown, notwithflanding his Father 
f was a Stranger, and himfelf born beyond the Seas, 

* raifed fuch rough Wars upon King Stephen^ that there 

< was no End of fpoiling the Goods and fpilHng tho 

< Blood of the unhappy People, befides the Ruins and 

< Deformities of many Cities and Holds, untill his law- 

< ful Inheritance was to hipi affiired. It terrifieth me 
^to remember how many flourifliing Empires and 
^ Kingdoms have been, by Means of fuch Contentions, 
^ either torn in Pieces witli inteftine Divifion, or fub- 

< dued to foreign Princes, under Pretence of Affiftance 

< and Aid ; and I need not repeat how this Realm hath 

< heretofore been fhaken with thefe feveral Mifchiefs. 

< And yet neither the Examples of other Countries, nor [ 49 1 

< the Miferies of our own, are fufBcient to make us to 
' beware. 

< O Ettglijbmfny worfe bewitched than the foolifh 

< Galdtians ! Our unflaid Mindjs and reftlefs Refolutions 

< do nothing elfe but hunt after our own Harms : No 
S People have more Hatred abroad, and none lefs Quiet 

< at home : In other Countries the Sword of Invafion 

< hath been fhaken ag'ainft us : In our owii Land, the ^ 

* Fire of Infiirre6ii6n hath been kindled among us : And 
« what are thefe Innovations, but Whetftones to (harpen 

* the one, and Bellows to blow up the other ? 

* Certainly I fear that the fame will happen unto us 

* which £fop fableth to have been fallen unto the Frogs, 
^ who, being defirous to have a King, a Beam was given 

* unta them 5 the firft Fall whereof did put them in 
^ fome Fearj but when they faw it lie ftill in the Stream, 

* they infulted thereon with great Contempt, and de- 

* fired a King of quicker Courage ; then was fent unto 

* them a Stork, which, ftalking among them with ftately 
« Steps, continually devoured them. The Mildnefs of 
y King Richard hath bred in us this Scorn, interpreting 
' it to be Cowardice and Dninefs of Nature ; the next 
\ Heir is alfo rejefted : I will not fay that with greater 
' Courage we fhall find greater Crudty ; but if either of 

* thefe fcall hereafter be able to fet up their Side, and 

* bring the Matter to Trial by Arms, I do afluredly fay 

* that, which Part foever (hall, carry the Fortune of the 

* Field, the People both Ways muft go to Wreck. And 

* thus 
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King /ftfurjr 1 V. < thu9 have I declared my Mind concerning this Quef- 

* tion, in more Words than your Wifdom, yet fewer 

* than the Weight of the Caufe, doth require j and do 

* boldly conclude. That we have neither Power nor 

* Policy, ei'ther to depofe King Richard^ or to t\cGt 

* Duke Henry in l\is Place ; that King Richard remain- 

* eth ftill our Sovereign Prince, and therefore it is not 

* lawful for us to give Judgment upon him j that the 
^ Duke, whom you call King, hath more offended 

* againft the King and the Realm, than the King hath 
. * done, either againft him or us : For being banifhed 

* the Realm for ten Years by the King and his Council, 
r ro 1 * amongft whom his own Father was Chief *, and 

* fworn not to return again without fpecial Licence, he 
^ hath not only violated his Oath, but, with impious 

* Arms, difturbed the Quiet of the Land, and difpoflef- 

* fed the King from his Royal Eftate, and now demand^* 

* eth Judgment againft his rerfon, without Offence pro- 

* ved, or Defence heard. If this Injury arid this Per- 

* jury doth nothing move us, yet let both our private 

* and common Dangers fo.mewhat withdraw us from 

* thefe violent Proceedings •».' 

For which he ii Tliis Speech, fays the Hiftorian from whom we now 
tt h Trc^f^ ^"^^^> ^^^ differently taken, as Men were then diifc- 
rently affefted, between Fear, Hope, and Shame ; yet 
the major Part, by far, fhewed themfelves in the Intereft 
of their new King Henry ; and the Orator was in flan tly 
attached of High Treafon, by the Earl MarlhaU and 
fent Prifoner to the Abbey of St. Alhan's, Whofe 
Counfel, adds he, then contemned, was afterwards 
better thought upon ; partly in the Life-time of this 
King Henry ^ during whofe Reign fcarce a Year pafTed 

without 

a See before in Vol. I, p. 494, 520. 

b Our immortal Sbakefpear, in his Hlftorical Play of King Richard II, 
has given us the Subftance of this Speech, made'by the BIHiop of Car/iflep 
in his elegant Manner. Theobald* s Y'ltd Zdkion, fi, ^16. 

The fame great Poet, at the Conclufion of this Play, when the faid Bi* 
ihop was brought before Henry to receive his Sentence for being concerned 
in an Infurredlion againft him, makes the King fpeak thus : 
King, " Cariijie, this is thy Doom. 

** Chule out fome fecret Place, fome reverend Room, 
" More than thou haft, and with it joy thy Life j 
** So, as thou liveft in Peace, die free from Strife. 
** For though mine Enemy, thou haft ever been, 
<< High Sparks of Honour in thee I have feen,** 
• ' Jhid. p. 340, 
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tvlthout much Slaughter and Execution ; but more efpe-Kang Hinrj iv« 

cially in the Reigns Aicceeding. For, within the Space 

of thirty- fix Years after this, twelve fet Battles were 

fought in this Realm, and on this Quarrel, by Englijh^ 

men only \ and more than fourfcore Princes, of the Blood 

Royal of England^ flain by each other's Swords ^. And, 

we may add, That the Hand of Death did not flop till 

it had actually extingui(hed all the Male Heirs of each 

Line. 

It cannot be amifs to quote one whole Paragraph 
from a late Hiftorian, containing his Refle£lions on the ~[ 51 3 
Condudl of this Parliament, in the Sentence of King 
Ricbard*s perpetual Imprifonment ; and, what is agreed 
by more antient Hiftorians, though it is not in the Re- 
cords, that there was made to it this terrible and unjuft 
Addition, That if^ at any Timiy any InfurreSiion Jhould 
he made in his Favour ^ he Jhould he the firfi that jhouli 
fuffer Death for it ^. Becaufe we think that here the 
Foreigner fhews his Partiality on the Side of Monarchy, 
and feems to own that Parliaments are capable of a^- 
ing as unjuftly as the moft abfolute Kings (a Circum- 
ftance few will believe that have not well noted this 
FaiTag^) and we therefore ihall give it in his Tranflator 
TindaPs own Words ** : 

' It is not my Bufinefs to determine how far ^\^^ Ur, Rapinz'^.t" 

* Authority of the Parliament may be extended, with marks on the 

< refpea to, the King's Perfon; I ihall only obferve, s^tcncc ag^inft 
« that this is the fecond Inftance of the Depofing ^f ^^^l^^'^^'"^* 

* King of England^ without hearing his Defence, or lb 

* much as obfervingthe ufual Formalities prefcribed by 

* thie Law, in the Trial of the nieaneft Subjedl. The 

* Parliament which depofed Edward 11. was fatisfied 
^ with decreeing, that he (bould be kept in fafe Cuftody 

* during Life : But this Parliament, to Richard^ De- 
« pofing, adds the Sentence of Death ; for no other- 

< wife can the Condition be confidlered upon which his 
^ Life is granted. Let us farther remark, that one of 

* the chief Articles of Accufation againft this Prince, 

* was his putting to. Death the Duke of Gloucefter his 

* Uncle, without a previous Trial \ and this fame Par- 

VoL. II. D « liament 

e Sir John Hayward, p. lio. HoIIittg. p. 511* 

^ UalPz Chron. Fol. X. and Grafton, p. 408, 

«- Ra^in, Vol. 1. p. 487, - ^ 
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Ihiment condemns him unheard, upon his bare Con-^ 
feffion, when a Prifoner ; ,not that he is guihy of the 
particular Crimes laid to his Charge, but that he is, in 
' his own Opinion, unworthy to wear the Crown. They 
are not content with dripping him of his Royalty, but 
order him to be imprifoncd for Life. What do 1 fay i 
They really condemn him to die, fmce, in feeming to 
grant him his Life, they add a Condition, which pro- 
bably muft foon make him lofe it. If in perufing the 
Reign of 5/VW// II. one cannot help detefting the Prin- 
ciples of the Shrewfiury Parliament, which tended to 
fubjeft the Lives, Honours, and Fortunes of the Nation 
to the King's Will, what ought We to think of this ? 
By a contrary Excefs, they put the Life and Honour w 
of the King himfelf in the Power of his Subje<Sts, and 
refufe the Sovereign a Privilege, which every Englijh 
Subje£): has a Right to demand. The Examples thefe 
two Parliaments afford, are a cle^r Evidence that the 
Englijh Conftitution can never pretend to that Degree 
of rerfedion, boafted by fome, till the Bounds to be 
prefcribed to the Prerogative Royal, and the Privileges 
of Parliament, are precifely determined.' 
To proceed with the Bufmefs tranfafled in this Par.- 
Farther Proceed- ''^^"^^'^*- '^^^ Commons appeared again with s their 
ings of this Par- Speaker, and declared to the King, that the Duke of 
iiamentt Brittany had fent Word that he was ready to do all 

which the King would defire him, and therefore prayed 
that the Earldom of Richmond, being his own Inheri- 
tance, mijght not be granted away by any Letters Pa- 
' tent ; which Petition was made a Requeft from the 

Commons^ and granted. 

The Duke of Tork^ the Earl of Northumberland, and 
others of Kindred to the Archbifliop of Canterbury, 
prayed the King that the faid Archbiihop might have 
his Recovery againft Roger IValden, who had been made 
Archbiihop of Canterbury during the other's £xi]e, for 
fundry Waftes and Spoils done by the faid Roger in 
the Archbifhoprick aforefaid; which the King inftantly 
granted, and thanked them for their Motion. But the 
Commons, upon hearing of this Award, prayed the 
King that, fince they were not made privy to the Judg- 
m'ent aforefaid, no Record might be made to charge or 

nrake 
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make them Parties therein. To which the Archbifliop King Hfmy iv, 
€f GanUrbury^ by the King's Comaiand, anfwered, 

* That the Commons in Parliament were only Peti- a particular ' 

* doners, and that all Judgments belong to the King Judgment agaiaft 

• and Lords ; unlefs it was in Statutes, Grants of Sub- ^^ Conunoni, 
^ fidies, or fuch like y which Ordinance the King willed 

flkould be from that Time'obferved. 

The two Northern Earls, Northumhirland and Wefi'^ 
mortland^ requefted the King that he would purge them 
from a Reproach caft on them, ' That they had advifed E 53 ^ 

• the King to make War on Scotland,* The King took 
it upon himfelf, and caufed the Earl o( Nortbumberland 
to afk every Lord there, feparately^ his Opinion rela* 
ting to the faid War ; who all encouraged the King 
to undertake it. To which he added, by his own 
Mouth, firft thanking them for their good Advice, That 
he would venture both his Body and Blood in that Caufe^ 
or in any other for the Good and Safety efthe Realm* 

To the King's eldeft Son, befides the Titles and Prin- 
cipalities already conferred this Parliament, wereadded 
the Dukedoms o^ Aquitain and Lancafter ; to the latter 
of which were given all fuch Liberties and Franchifes 
IS were heretofore granted to the Duke of the faid 
Duchy ; and that they ihould remain to his etdeft Son» 
and to his Heirs, Dukes of Lancafter^ diiTevered from 
the Crown of England ; and thereupon the King deli- 
vered a Charter thereof, made in Parliament^ to Henr;f 
his eldeft Son. 

The King enadcd, by the Affent of the Lords, That 
a certain new People, difguifed in white Garments, co- 
ming from beyond Sea, and pretending great San£iity» 
(hould in no wife be fufFered to tarry or harbour within 
the Realm. ^ 

Next follow feveral private Affairs, too tedious to men* ^ 

tlon, except that, on the Petition of Sir Thomas Haxey^ 
Clerk, the King pardoned and revoked the Judgment 
made againft him in the 20th Year of King Richard's 
Reign, and reftored him to Blood, and the Recovery of 
all his Goods, Livings, Lands, and Tenements ^. 

D 2 Richard 

% He was then a Member of Parliament , and was fentenced to Deaths 
for bringing'in a Bill to regulate the Ktng^s Houihold, Anno %o Ricb% il« 
;S«e Vol, I. i» 458, 484, 
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1Ungtf«#ryIV. Richard Clifford.^ then Keeper of the Privy Seal 
Richard Metfordj Biihop of Salt/bury^ and Mafter Henry 
Bowetti Clerk, were alfo reftored as above ; th« laft Per- 
fon was foon after made Archbifhop of ITorA. The 
Commons alfo petitioned the King, That he would 
pleafe to confider the poor Eftate of the Duchefs of /r^-> 
land^ that the Lands of her own Barony might be aC- 
iigned to her in this prefent Parliament. The King re- 
turned the Commons many gracious Thanks for this 
Prayer, and promifed to be a good Lord to her, and to 
all his other Coufms. » 

Sir fViUiam Rickhill^ one of the Judges to the late 
King, but now a Prifoner, was brought before the Par- 
liament, and required to anfwer by what Warrant he 
Cook and certified the Confeifion of the* late Duke of 
GUucifter^ in the 21ft Year ot Richard IL *» and, by Or- 
der of the King, Sir Walter Clopton^ Chief Juftice of 
the King's Bench, was put to examine him. But Rick-' 
£///. anfwering at full, and producing fufficient Autho- 
rity for what he had done« and his fmcere Dealing there- 
in, the Lords unanimoufly declared. That they thought 
he had aded juftly ; and upon this the Chief Juftice 
adjudged the faid Sir William acquitted thereof for ever. 

A very popular Affair was alfo done in this Parlia- 
ment, which muft have given this new King great Cre- 
dit amongft his Subje£ls. The laft Day of it, which was 
November 19, the King and the Lords ordained. That 
all the Remembrances, called Raggemansy or Blank 
Charters, formerly fealed for the City of London^ and 
for divers Counties, Cities, and Boroughs in England^ 
ihould be returned, and that Writs (hould be made out 
and fent to the faid Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, 
rehearfing. That the King takes all the Reliants and 
Inhabitants in the faid Places to be his good and faithful' 
Subjects ; and that no Confeil^on by them made and 
comprized in the faid Remembrances, is, or {hall be, any 
Derogation to the State of any Perfon or Perfons ; that 
the faid Remembrances ihould be torn and deftroyed in 
the mod open and public Place within the faid Counties, 
Cities, and Boroughs ; and that if any Redord of them 
be made in any Court or Place, the King wills that it 
ihould be cancelled, and throughout revoked and re« 
pealed, and held of no Effeft whatfocvcr, « 

b Vol, I. p. 475, .50 1 • 
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Svme Petitions o/ibe Commons ^ with tht Kin£s Anjwtrs^^^ Hnty iv, 
to them^ given in this Parliament . 

Petition. * That the Liberties of the Church, the Petitions of the 
« Great Charter, and Charter of the Forefts be confirm-^'*'""**"* 
•ed. 

Anfwer. The King willeth the fame *. L 54 J 

Pet. * That the Lords Spiritual, Temporal, and the 

* Judges, do not from henceforth plead, in Excufe, that 

* they durft not, for Fear of Death, to fpeak the Truth. 

Anfw. The King reputeth them all to be juft^ and 
that they will not give him Counfel to the contrary y but 
if they do, let Complaint be made. 

Pet. * That all the King's Chief Officers be fworn 
^ to fhun ail Bribery, and fuch as are attainted thereof 

* to lofe all they have. 

Anfw. Every fuch Officer y upon Attaint, JhaU he pu^ 
nijhed for his Mifdoing \ otherwife the Statutes already 
made may fuffice. 

Pet. * That no Part of the Crown-Lands may be 

* fold, given, or exchanged ; and that there be a Re- 

* fumption of fuch as are. 

Anfw. The King will be advifed of this. 
Pet. ' 7^hat every Man may purfue his Remedy fot 
^ all Havock and Spoils committed fmce the coming 

* of the King. 

Anfw. For Spoils done where the King*s Army hath 
been, he will be advifed ; for the refi he granteth. 
Pet. '^ That all Men difpoffefled of any Tenements, 

* without Procefs of Law, may be reftored, if done fince 

< the King's coming in. 

Anfw. They are remitted to the Common Law. 

D 3 Pet. 

i The Preamble to this Statute, and the reft in this Year, begins in 
this Manner ; 

^ Henry, by the Grace of God, Kiag of England, and of France, and 

* Lord of Ireland 5 to the Laud and Honour of God and Reverence of HoJy 

* Church, for to nourt(h Unity, Peace, and Concord amongft all Parties 

< within the Realm of England '^ and for Redrefs and Recovery of the fame 

* Realm, which now of late hath been dangeroudy put to great Ruin and 
« Defolation, by the Affent of the Prelates, Dukes, Earls, Barons, and 
« at the Inflance and fpecial Requeft of the Commons of the fame Realm 

* aiTembled at his Parliament, held at fVeflminfier on the Feaft of St. Faitb 

* the Virgin, the firft Year of his Reign, ifeth made, ordained, and eftabliih- 

* ed certain Ordinances and Statutes in Form, as foUoweth.* Statute* a$ 
Urge, AnM 1 Henry lY, 
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Kifig JifMrf^ IV; Pit. * That, lA Confideration of the great Plague it! 

< the North, it would pleafe the King to lie with his 

* Army in the Midft of the Kingdom. 

Anfw. T%e King will be advifed. 

Pet. * That the King will appoint able Captains, a$ 

* well in England as in IVales. 

[ 55 ] Anfw. The King meaneth no lefs. 

• The Commons grant to the King, that he fhall be 

* as free, and enjoy as great Liberties, as any of his Pro- 
^ genitors had before him ; whereupon the King, in Par- 

< liament, promifed that he would not turn the fame 
^ contrary to the Laws. 

Pet. * The Commons pray the R^eyerfal of the Judg- 

* ment giVen againft Richdtrd Earl of Arundele in the 2 1 ft 

* Year of King Richard^ and that Reftitution be'made 
^ to Thomas his Son and Heir ^. 

Anfw. The King hath Jhewn Favour to Thomas noiu 
Early and' to others. 

Pet. ' That fuch Records, touching the Inheritance 

* of the faid Earl of Arundele and Surrey j late embezzled;^ 
^ may be fought for and reftored* 

Anfw. Ihe King willeth. 

Pet. ' They make the like Requeft for Reftitution to 

* be made to Thomas Earl of fVarwick ^ 

Anfw. The King hath Jhewn Favour to him alfp. 

Pet. ' They require a Repeal of the Aft made Anna 
^21 Richard IL with a general Reftitution of Lands 
*■ and Goods to all fuch as loft thereby. 

Anfw. The King has been gracious in this alfoy and for 
the reft he will be advifed "*, 

Thefe 

It Sec Vol. I. p. 470, 496. 

I Ibid. p. 477, 502. 

m A Repeal of the whole Parliament holden ai Riehar^ II. and of the 
Authority given thereby was pafied, and the Parliament held ii Rich. II. 
confirmed. Alfo a Reftitution to thofe, or their Heirs, who were attainte4 
a I Richard II, Statutes at large, An. i. Henry IV. See before, in the 
Firft Volume, p. 412, 437, and 492, 517. 

The Parliament 21 Richard 11. was called, fays Hall^ the Evil Parlia- 
merit for the Nobility, the worfe for the Menalty, but the worft of all for 
the Commonalty HaWs Chrotu Fol, Xl. 

A general Pardon was alfo pafled for Treafon, Felony, &c» except to 
the Murderers of the Duke of Glouctfier. Stat, at large, An. i Henry IV. 

H<a// writes, that an Aft was pafled this Parliament for entailing the 

Crown of England on this King Henry, his four Sons in Succeffion, and 

their Pofterity 5 and hath given us the Subftance of it. But nothing jof 

_¥bis Nature appears on the RecordSj^ or in the Statute* Boo^s^ till An, 7. 

Henry IV. which fee. 
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Thefe weife all or moft of the Petitions and Anfwers, king Bemy xv, 
on public AfFairs, which paiTed in this Parliament: 
But there are yet fome Matters in the Pleas of the 
Crown, entered on the Rolls at the End of this prefent 
Parliament, which deferve our Attention. 

The Commons prayed the King, that the Lords, who 
wer^ Appellants in the Pacliai^ent held the twenty-firft 
of the late King Richard^ may be called on to anfwer [ 56 J 
for their A£b done at thst Time. ' T|ie Records of 
which wtjt brought and read in Parliament, in the Pre* 
fence of Edward Duke of Albimarle^ Thomas Duke of 
Surrey^ John Duke of ExeUr^ehn IVIarquis of Dorfet^ 
John Earl of Salijbury^ and Tbomas Earl of Glouajier* 
Thefe were all the Accufers of the Archbifhop and the 
reft of the Lords, in the Parliament of the 2lft of 
Richard IL that were fpared from Execution; except 
King Henry himfelf, then. Earl of Derbyy who was the 
principal Perfon concerned in that AiFair. 

The Duke of Albemarle was called on firft, who P'«««^»ng» 
pleaded in Excufe, * That he was no Contriver of ihty^^^^ 
faid Appeal; and what he then did was by the King's and other Lordf 
Command, whom he durfi not difobey : That, in rela- Appellants, in 
tion to King Henry' % Exile, and Revocation of his^^^^jf °^^''^ 
Patent; it was entirely againft his Will, and he called 
certain Lords to witnefs the fame : He alfo endeavour* 
ed to excufe himfelf from advifmg, or being any ways 
privy to, the Death of the Duke of Gloucefter,' 

The Duke of Surrey prayed the King to confider the 
tender Age and fmall Reputation he was in at the 
Time the Appeal was made. Afterwards, he anfwered 
in all Points, as the former Duke had done ; all which 
he offered t6 prove when the King (bould appoint. 

The Duke of jBjs'^/^r pleaded alfo as above; only, 
in relation to the Duke of Gloucejler, he added, that he 
heard King Richard fay, that he ihould be flain. 

The Marquis of Dorfit affirmed as before ; only he . 
made no Merition of the Duke of Gloucejier. 

The £arl of'^alijbury faid, Th^t he was drawn into 
the Appeal, for Fear of his Life ; and for that he was 
accufed by the Duke of Norfolk^ that he Ihould have 
meant to have flain the Duke of Lancajier^ the King's 
Father ; albeit he was ready, by the King's Order, to 
have difprov^d the Charge ; but, for that he bad not yet 

offered 
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King Pwry IV, offered to acquit himfclf thereof, he afked Pardon for 

the fame ". 

The Earl of Gloucejier aiErmed the fame with the 

Duke of Albemarle. 
r 1 After thefe Noblemen had anfwered the feveral Que- 

ftions, they were all ordered to withdraw, whilft the 

King and Parliament confulted what Sentence to award 
They are fen- for them. And the King and Lords did adjudge, * That 
tenced by Parlia- < the faid Dukes, Marquis, and Earls, fliould lofe their 
w^^edofthiir^^"* N^ni^s and Titles, and all^ the Honours thereto be- 
Jionoursi 'longing; and that they (hould forfeit all the Lands 

* and Goods which they, or any of them, had 'given 
« them at the Death of the faid Duke of Gloucefter^ or 

* at any Time fince ; and that if they, or any of them, 

* fhould efpoufe the Quarrel, or aflift the Perfon, of 

* King Richard^ lately depofed, that then the fame 

* fliould be Treafon.' Which Sentence or Judgment, 
by theKing's Command, was pronounced byS'ir ff^illiam 
Thyrningy Lord Chief Juftice of the King's Bench. 

But are reftorcd But, after all, yve find that, as to their Lands, it was 
by^c King, left to the King either to continue them in Poffeffion, 
or turn them out if he pleafed : Yet Henry^ willing 
to begin his Reign with fome Afts of Clemency, not 
only left them their Eftates, but fome Time afterwards 
reftored them to their Honours. Moreover, he made 
the Duke of Exeter^ who had married his Half Sifter, 
Governor of Calais, But Walftngham^ writes, that this 
mild Sentence on the Lords was greatly refented by the 
common People, both againft the King and his Coun- 
cil, becaufe they judged thofe Noblemen, by their late 
Proceedings, guilty of Death. 

On the 19th Day of November^ the Commons re- 
quired, that the Arreft and Judgment againft William 
le Scrape y Earl of Wtltjhire,, Sir Henry Greeny and John 
Bujfyt Knights, who had been executed without any 
Procefs at Brijioly might be confirmed in full Parlia- 
ment p. On which Sir Richard le Scrope ftood up 
weeping, and humbly petitioned the King ^hat nothing 
might be done to difinherit him or his Children, con- 
fidering the faid fFilliam was his Son. The Commons 

afked 

9 Vol. I, p 491, 516. 

• IValJingham, p. 362. FttbiatC^ Chrotft FoU CI^XV* 

p Se§ Vol. 1. p. 500, 525. 
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alked Sir Richard^ if the Judgment againft his Son was KingHenrjlYm 
lawful? Who anfwcred, that it was lawful. Upon 
which the King faid that he would have all the Lands . 
of the Perfons aforefaid forfeited to him by Way of Con- 
queft, as of thofe who had been the chief A£lors in the C 58 J 
Parliament of the 2ift of Richard II. But, neverthelefs, 
he declared it was not his Intention to keep thofe 
Lands, &c. notwithftanding his Right to them as afore- 
faid ; and told the faid Sir Richard that he would not 
have the Lands that belonged to htm, or any of his 
Children, that were alive, hecaufe he always took him 
for a true and loyal Knight. Whereupon the Com* 
mons thanked the King for his juft Judgment, and 
Uefled God for fending them fuch a King and Gover- 
nor P. 

The laft Thing which we (hall mention in the Pro- 
ceedings of this Parliament, is fome farther Inquiry 
made there in relation to the Duke of Gloucefter\ which, , 
thougli not all mentioned in the Records, our older 
Chroniclers ^, particularly Helling/head^ are very tX2iSt 
in defer ibing. Sir John Baggotty then a Prifoner in the 
Tower, was brought to the Bar of the Houfe, and there 
examined on the Affair of that Murder ; who there de- 
clared, in a Bill then delivered in, ^ That it was by Inquiry into tho 

* the Advice and Inftigation of the Duke of Albemarli^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ 
*that the Lords were apprehended by the King, ^ni^f^f^^''"' 

* that the Duke of Gloucefter was inhumanly murdered 

* at Calais. That the Duke of Tslorfolk did keep the 

* Duke of Ghucefter alive three Weeks againfl the 
« King's Will ; but, for Fear of the King's Difplea- 

* fure, the faid Duke and himfelf, with feveral of the 

* King's Servants, went over to Calais^ and faw him 

* put to Death.' After this Declaration was openly 
read, the Duke of Albemarle rofe up and faid, * That 

* he utterly denied the Charge to be true againft him, 

* and offered to juftify his Innocency by Combat, in 

* fuch Manner as fhould be thought requifite.' But, 
Baggott not being at Liberty to accept the Challenge, 
the Lord Fitx-lValter^ and twenty other Lords, offered 
to make it good by their Bodies, that he was the Caufe 

of 

P TielRoy et GcvernoUTf Record, 

^HoUingfbead^s Chron* p, 511, 5x2, ^f. Sir John Hayfvardi 112* 
V^nifJ ia jQnnef, 274. 
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King Hentf IV. of the Duke of GUucefttr*^ Death. The Duke of 5«r- 
rey ftood up againft the Lord Fitz-IValterj and having 
affirmed that what the Duke of Albtmarli had done 
acainft the Duke of Ghucefler was by Conftraint, he 
oHered to vindicate him by Fight; and all their Hoods, 
which they flung down as Pledges of their Intentions, 
were delivered to the Condable and Marihal to be kept.. 
But thefe Differences the King thought proper to ac« 
commodate, in a Way more politic and more con- 
fiftent with the Exigence of the Times, than fufFexing 
them to go on to a Martial Trial, 
r ^Q 1 Baggotty in one of his Examinations before the Houfe, 

* ^ mentioned one John Hall, then a Prifoner in Newgate^ 

who could fay much more than he, relating to the Death 
of the Duke of Gloucefttr. Which Hall^ being fent 
for and examined, confefTed the whole Matter ; whofe 
Hxamination, Confeflion, and Sentence paiTed againfl: 
him, bein^ on the Rolls, we iball give as extracted 
from the Records themfelves. 

* John HalU a Servant of the Duke of Norfolk^ being 
examined by Sir Walter Clopton^ Chief Juflice, in full 
Parliament, confefTed, upon his Oath, That, in the 
Month of September^ Anno 21 Richard II. the Duke of 
Norfolk charged the faid John^ among others, to murder 
Che Duke of Gloucefter^ there being prefent one John 
Colfox^ an Efqulre of the faid Duke of Norfolk y ^nd that 
they two then being at Calais^ went together to our 
lady's Church, where they found William Himpft^rley^ 
Efq; as aforefaid ;■ " ■ ■ ■ ■ ' Bradtjlon^ Efq; as aforefaid ; 
William Serle^ of the Chamber of the late King 
Richard j Francois VaUtte^ of the Chamber of the Duke 
of Albemarle \ William Rogers, William Dennice, and 

^ ■ ■ ■ Cqck^ Servants to the faid Duke of Norfolk j all 
whom were fworn upon the Body of Chriji^ before one 
^ Sir William Chaplin^' of St. George^Sy in the Church of 
bur Lady in Calais^ that they fhould not difclofe the faid 
Facft or Murder. 

* That, after this Oath made, they all together went 
•with the Duke of Norfolk towards the Houfe called the 
Princes Inn ; and when they were come, the faid Duke 
of Norfolk caufed the Perfons aforefaid' to enter into a 
J^odging v/ithin the fame Houfe, arid fo departed. 

* Aftei: which Jolm If^vetofUy with fundry other 

^fcjuir^?. 
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£%if6s, brought the Dake of GUucefter^ and delivered l^wg Hmry IV* 

him to the iiviSerle and Franais in an inner Parlour, 

and faidy TTyere is Serle and Franceis : Whereupon the 

DvktofGUuc^Jler faid. Now I fee IJhalldo iveU\ and 

fo afked Serle how the King did i who fatd, Well ; and 

fent to him Commendations, and then the £ud Jeim 

LvoetBfie departed. 

< Whereupon the faid SerU and Franceis took the faid 
Duke oiGloucefter into an upper Chamber, faying, That 
tkiy would fpeak with him ; unto whom, when they were t ^ 3 
come there, they faid, That the King*s Will was^ that 
hi Jbould be Jlain \ the Duke anfwered thereto. If it he 
yi, it is welcome. That Serle and Franceis willed die 
Duke to take a Chaplain, whom the Duke there took, 
Ifld was confefled. 

* After which Confeffion they caufed the Duke to lie 
upon a Bed, upon whom fo lymg, the faid S(rle and 
Franceis threw a Feather- Bed, the Sides whereof the faid 
William Regers^ Dennice^ and Cock^ of the Chamber^ 
held ; and SerU and Franceis lay on the Mouth of the 
iaid Duke untill he was dead ; Colfoxy Hempfterley^ and 
BradeftoHj fat that Night by the Duke on their Knees, 
weeping, and praying for the Soul of the faid Duke ; 
and Hall^ this Examinant, kept the Door untill the Duke 
was flain. 

* After the Death of which Duke, the Duke of Nor- 
folk came in, and feeing him dead, faid^ It were a great 
Matter to have the faidj^uke living again. 

^ By which Confeffion, it feemed to the Lords that 
he the faid John Hall had deferred a grievous Death ; 
whereupon they adjudged, by the Aflent of the King, 
that the fame Hall (hould be drawn from Tower-Hill 
to Tyburn, his Bowels to be burnt before him, hii$ - 
Body to be hanged, headed, and quartered, and his 
Head to be fent and fet upon Calais, and his Quarters 
at the King's Pleafure ; and the Marihal the fame Day 
did Execution accordingly.' 

Though the Reader may find that this Revolution wa^ 
fufficiently fan£li6ed by the Archbiihop of Canterbury^ 
and all the other Bi(bops, except one^ concurring with 
it, yet a more formal Teftimony was expefled from 
them. And whilft the two Houfes of Parliament were 
afting, in the Manner abovefaid, at IVe/lminJier, the 

Biftopsi 
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lUng Htnry IV. Bifiiops and Clergy met in the Convocation at St. FauFs.' 
The King rightly judging that, in order to fupport him- 
felf on the Throne, it was necefiary to make that Body 
his Friends, he fent the Earls of Northumhrland and 
Weftmoreland to affure them of his Protedlion. Thefc 
AmbaiFadors, being adqiitted into the Aflembly, faid, 

* That they were come from the King, not to demand 

* Money, as was ufual in the former Reign ; but to ac- 
][ 6i 3 * quaint the Clergy of the King's Refolution to maintain 

^ them in all their Privileges and Immunities. Adding, 
^i ^*^T*h * ^^^ ^^^y ^^^ Orders to affure the Convocation, that 
c/e^y°in octir- * ^^ ^*"f ^^^ ready to concur with them in whatever 
latiBgHerefy. ^ Means mould be thought proper to extirpate Herefy, 

* and punifh obftinate Heretics.' They concluded 
with defiring the Clergy's Prayers for the Welfare of the 
King and Kingdom. 

The French Writer, before-quoted, remarks here. 
That nothing could be more apt to gain the Hearts of 
the Ecclefiaftics, than the King's Promifc to extirpate 
Herefy. The Number of the Lollards^ which daily in- 
creafed, gave the Clergy much Reafon to fear that, in 
the End, a Reformation might be fef on Foot, very de- 
trimental to their Temporal Interefts. Accordingly the 
Affurances the King gave the Convocation were recei- 
ved with great Demonftrations of Joy and Thankfulnefs j 
and the Reader will find, in the Courfe of this Reign^ 
that he ftridly kept his Word with them. 

The next Year, Anno 1400, began with Troubles of 
The King of various Kinds, but all levelled againft Henry and his 
Frtfii« declares new- acquired Government. The King of Frtf«f/, whofe 
^9\d& Henry. Daughter Richard had married, was exceedingly exaf^ 
perated at the late Revolution ; and made great Prepa- 
rations to revenge the Wrong done to his Son in- Law, 
Henry had fent an Embaffy into FrarUe^ to excufe this 
Matter as well as. he could, but the Envoys could pro^ 
ceed no farther than Calais ; becaufe the French King 
• had not only denied them his Safe-Condud, but had 

V^^slz^'^ imprifoned an Herald they had ftnt to demand it. In 
to prevent' char- this preffing Exigency, nothing but War being expedted, 
ging the Com- and the Sinews of it very much wanted, Henry called 
TttLTheWa"! * G^^^' Council of Peers to meet at IVeJlminfter on the 
*gth Day of February^ to confult of proper Meafures to 

divert 
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aivcrt this Blow. In the Colleaion of Public ASli is aKlng n$nfy IV, 
long Memorial of what was concluded on in this Coun* 
cil ; .which, as it is there exprefied, was called of Liords 
Spiritual and Temporal only, in this preffing Neceffity^ 
to avoid fummoning any Parliament ', and laying any f 6a 1 
Tax or Impofition on the Commons. They therefore 
confented to raife Forces at their own Expence ; and 
in the Lift of the Names of the Peers then prefent, 13 
an Account of what Number of armed Men each Tem- 
poral Lord engaged himfelf to bring ; but the Spiritual, 
tho' there alfo named, were out pf this Queftion. 

Nor were the Scots lefs frightful to Henry on the other 
Side; but,taking Advantage of the Diflentions in England^ 
they broke the Truce, and made feveral Inroads, with 
great Devaftions and Plunderings. To ftem this Tide, 
Henry carried his new-raifed Forces towards Scotland ; 
and, in his Way thither, he thought to have met a Par- Anno Regni u 
liament he had fummoned to appear at Tork ; for we '*^' 
find that Writs of Summons were fent out, direded to At York. 
Henry Prince of Wales^ &c» and dated at Wejlminjier 
the 19th Day of September^ for a Parliament to meet at 
Yorky on the Feaft of All-Saints next coming. The 
Abridgement of the Records has given us no more than 
the Names of the Peers that were fummoned to this 
Parliament ; it is probable that the Bufinefs of it was 
interrupted by the Infurredlions then made in the Na- 
tion in Favour of King Richard. It is not for our 
Purpofe to be fo particular as to defcribe all thefe iirft 
Attacks againft this new-fettled Government ; we muft 
refer our Readers to the larger Englijh Hlftorians for 
that Purpofe. Sufficient it is to fay, that thefe Civil 
Tumults were foon quaihed, and the Authors of them 
fufFered Death, or perpetual Imprifonment. In this 
Interval it was thought necefiary that the unhappy 
Occafion, though innocent of them himfelf, ihould be Richard ii. put 
alfo removed ; and Richard IL underwent the fame Fatc^° Death, 
with his Great Grandfather Edward IL to make fure 
Work, and prove this common Maxim true, that 
There ii huta fmall Space btiwixt the Prifojis and Graves 
cf Kings •. 

After 

' Pour efcbuire aucun* Parlement ejire fommoncr, &c» Feed. Ang, . 
Tom. VIII. p 125, 126. , ' 

* Authors differ as to the Manner of hi« Drath. Some fay'he was niur- 
4eied with a Poll- Ax : Othws^ that he wii5 ftarvcd to Death. 
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KingHcftrylV* After thcfe Commotions were, in feme Meafure^ 
Anno Regnift. quieted, another Parliament was (ummoned to meet on 
i40'« the 20th of January^ in the fecond Year of this King, 
At mfiminfier. vrh^n the Knights and Burgefles were caHed intb the 
r 63 ] Chancery Court, in Weftminfter^HaU^ before the Chan- 
cellor and the Steward of the King's Houfhold, by 
Name; upon whoie Appearance, the Chancellor ptrt 
off the Parliament to the next Day, by the King's Au-» 
thority. 
On the faid Day Sir William Thyrningy Chief Jufticc of 
the King's Bench, by the King's Command, declared. 
That this Parliament was called to the End that Holy' 
Chu/ch, and other Corporations and Perfons fliould 
enjoy their Liberties; tliat all good Laws ihould be exe* 
cuted, and Juftice truly miniftred ; and that nothing 
ihould be done in Derogation of the Common Law. 
He then rehearfed, ^ What great Charges the King 
had been at for his* Coronation ; for fuppreffing the 
late Rebellion attempted by the Nobles ; for his £x* 
pedicion againft the Scots ; and, laftly, for refifting 
the Rebels in North Wales ; all which Adventures 
he had undertaken in his own proper Perfon.' He 
further told them, ^ That the King was bound to re-- 
turn the Queen into France^ with all fuch Jewels and 
Riches as King Richardy lately deceafed, had with her 
in Marriage. He put them in Mind of the Charges 
' for keeping of Calais^ and the King's other Fortrcfles 
abroad ; efpecially for the Duchy of Guienne^ being 
annexed to the Crown, for the which War was likely 
to enfue^ becaufe the King of France had created his 
' eldeft Son Duke of Guienne ; and laftly, for the Wars 
in Scotland znd Ireland. For the Support of all which 
great Charges he urged the Lords and CommoiK to 
confult and to confider the Importance of them. And 
whereas, heretofore, feveral of the Lords and Com- 
mons fummoned to Parliament were more intent in 
minding their own private Bufinefs and Concerns than 
that of the Realm, the King wills and commands, he 
faid. That no Lord, Knight of a County, Citizen or 
Burgefs, come to this Parliament by Summons, fliould 
abfent hlmfelf from it, or leave the Town on any Pre- 
tence whatfoever ; but that they^ fliould attend it every 
' Day in the Places afligned for them. He concluded 

' VfiiK 
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•with dcfiring the Commons to chufe a Speaker, andKiiisJfnwy»lV, 

• to prcfent him the next Day to the King. 

Then the Receivers and Triers of Petitions were ap- 
pointed for Englandy and the other Kingdoms and 
Countries abroad, as ufual ; and on' the I>ay after, be- 
ing January 22, the Commons prefented to the King Sir 
Arnold Savage for their Speaker, who made the accuf-SirAmNotDSA* 
tomed Proteftation for himfelf and the Commons ; s^dtcr!*^*^ 
which was accepted and enrolled. 

On the 25th, the Commons by their Speaker, in full 
Parliament, * gave the King moft hearty Thanks for . 

* his Promife or maintaining the Catholic Faith. They t ^4 J 

* defired that the King would not give an Ear to ahy 

• flanderous and untrue Reports concerning their Pro- 

• ceedings, but let the Event (hew the fame.* Which 
being promifed, the Speaker went on and declared to 
the King, * That to every good Government four 

♦ Things appertairied, viz. Wifdomy Prowefs, Man- ' 
< hood, and Riches ; all which he affirmed was in the 

• King and his Nobility, as the World very we!l knewi ^ 

* and they would approve ; for the Hearts and Good- 

* will of Subjefts, which his Majefty had, were the 

• Riches of a King. Therefore, for certain Reafbns, 

* the Cpmmons would perfuade the King not to agree to 

* the Challenges which the French had made to him 

• and the Lords.* This the King promifed not to at- 
tempt without their Advice, and gave them Thanks 
for their tender Good-wijl to him *. 

On the laft Day of January^ the Commons, by 
Word of Mouth prayed, that certain Petitions might 
be anfwered by the King; which he, again, defired 
might be put in Writing, and prefented with their other 
Petitions, and that then he promifed to anfwer thenu 

On the 2ift of February ^ the Commons prayed the 
King to execute the Ordinance of King Richard II. 
upon the Conqueft of Wales^ viz. that no Weljbtnan 
born ihould bear any Office in that Country, £sfr. The 
King promifed to fend for |he Ordinance, and caufc 
Execution of it. 

They 

• The Duke of Orleansy Brother to the Frenct King, a Prince of great 
Courage and Reputation in Arms, had fent a Challenge to Htnry to meet 
him at Bourdeaux, with a hundred itout Warriors on a Side, there to 
fight, and each Vi£lor to have his Piifoner. This Accident is placed tw« 
or three Years later by all our Hiftoriaas. 
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King Benry IV. They then required the King, that, according to- th« 
Laws and Cuftoms of the ileahn, he would feize into 
lits Hands the Houfes and Lands of all Alien Priories 
, and Donatives during the Wars, To ^his the King 

required Advice, and promifed to do therein as the 
Biihops and Peers (hould inftru£l him* 

The fame Day, on a like Motion, the King revoked 
, all Annuities granted out of the Cufiom of Woolls ; 

and at the fame Time they required the King to com- 
mit the Charge of Wooll- weighing, and the Inventory 
r 6c 1 ^^ ^*"g Richard'% Goods, which- the Treafurers ha«l 
delivered to them, to fome Perfons as might make due 
Inquiry thereof, and difcharge the Commons of it. 
They alfo defired, * That all Matters tranfaded in thi* 

• Parliament might be engroffed before the Departure 

• of the Juftices/ It was anfwered, ' That the Clerk 

• of Parliament had Orders fo to do/ 

At the fame Time the Commons declared, * That it 
< was not the ufual Cuftom for them to grant any Sub- 

• fidy before they had received Anfwers to their Peti- 

• tions ; and prayed the Obfervation of that Cuftora. 

• from thenceforth.' Upon this the TCing required a 
Conference with the Lords ; and, on the laft Day of 
the Seflion, gave the Commons this Anfwer, * That 

• there was never any fuch Ufe known, but that they 

• fhould firft go through with all other Bufinefs, before 

• their Petitions were anfwered j which Ordinance the 

• King intended not to alter.' After which a Subfidy 
fL Subfidy, was granted of one Tenth and one Fifteenth ; Two 

Shillings on every Ton of Wine, and Eight- Pence in 
the Pound on Merchandize, for two Years to come. 

The Lords Temporal, with the King's Affent, ad- 
judged Thomas Holland^ l^te Earl of Kent*^ John Hollandy 
lll^t^ttzl late Earl of Huntingdon', John Montagu, late Earl of 
' Lords for Tx^-Salifiury ; Thomas Lord le pefpenfer and Ralph Lumley^ 
fon, ^«, Knights, and feveral others, who were, for their Trea- 

fons and Rebellions, taken by certain of the King's Sub- 
je£ls, and beheaded as Traitors, that they (hould for- 
feit all fuch Lands as they'had in Fee, January the 5th, 
in the Firft of this King, or at any Time after, toge- 
ther with all their iGoods and Chattels. To which 
Judgment all the Lords prefent put their Names ". 

But 

u To the Number of 25 Lords then prefent, of whom the Priaceof 
Wales was Chief. Record^ 
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feut the Commons fhcwed themfelves more chafi- J^ng ^**0^ l^» 
table than the Lords ; for, coming before the King^ 
JUarch the Qth^ their Speaker, in an Oration he made 
to the Throne, took Occafion < to liken the three 

* Eftates of the Realm tothe. Trinity, as confifting of 

* King, Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Com- 
*' mons ; wherein, adds he, ought to be Unity ; and 

* therefore prayed the King to reconcile the £arl of 

* Rutland ahd the Lord Fit%'Walter^: Thefe Lords 
kneeling at the fame Time, and fubmitting them- 
felves to the King's Will, were both pardoned. The [ ^^ 3 
Commons firft^ and the Lords after, pray that the 

Earl of &omerfet might have thie fame Mercy extended 
to him as the Earl o( Rutland ^ and be both reftored to 
their Goods, Names, and Liberties, notwithftanding 
the Judgment given againft them, primo Regis j which 
the King, with Thanks for their Motion, alfo granted^ 
Thefe Earls had forfeited the Titles of Duke of ^Z^^- 
marle and Marquis of Dorftt^ by that Judgment. The 
former of them, being Son to the Duke of Terk^ had 
merited fome Favour by being the firft, tho' inadvertent^ 
Difcoverer of a dangerous Confpiracy againft Henry ^» 
Some more A£ls of Clemency, to private Perfons, were 
done in this Parliament, which the King, like a politic 
Prince, thought proper to gild his Caufe with, and to 
eftablifti his Throne in Mercy. 

An Affair of the like Nature with the preceding, de- 
ferves alfo our Notice : It feems that Henry le Spenfer^ 
the famous Bifliop ti Norwich^ fo much fpoke of in the 
Beginning of the laft Reign *, had been accufed by 
Sir Thomas Erpingham^ then Vice- Chamberlain to the 
King, of being a Stirrer in the laft Irifurreilions, or, at 
leaft, a Favourer of that Caufe. The Biffiop was fent 
for to come before the King in Parliament, and on his 
Appearance, February 9, the King ordered him to be 
placed in his accuftomed Seat ; then his Majefty decia-* 
red, * Th^t he took the Accufations of the faid Sir Tho- 

* mas againft the faid Bifliop to be jiift, and to proceed 

* from the great Zeal the Accufer had for him ; never- 

VoL. IL E 'thelefs^ 

^ See before, p. 57, 58. He had loft his former Title. 

y He was concerned in a Plot, with the Earls of Kent^ Huntingdon 
Sali/hury,^c. [Seep, 64,65.] for rcftoring King Richard'^ but it being 
Hown, he faved himfelf, by making the firft Difcovery, 

* See Vol, 1, p. 376, ij,oi, 
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KjnzHtnrylsr.^ thclcfs, confidcring the Order of the faid Biihop, and 
^ that he was of the King's Lineage, and to oblige him 

* to better Behaviour for the future, he pardoned the 
< ,faid Bifliop all his Mifprifions done againft his Perfon/ 
The whole Bench of Bifhops ftood up at this, and gave 
his Majefty their Thanks in open Parliament ; and de- 
fired him to caufe the faid Biihop of Norwich and Sir 
Thomas Erpingham to (hake Hands and kifs each other, 
in Token of Amity. 

The Commons required the King to affift in pacify* 
t 67 ] ing the Schifm then in the Church of Rome^ which had 
continued a long Time, if it could be done without 
any Charge to this Realm. The Lords alfo defired 
the fame ; the King anfwered, < That the Bifhops 
« fhould confider of it.' And, at home, in order to 
fupprcfs the Reformers, or the Followers of Wicklifft't 
Doflrine, which was ftill .adhered to by many, a Writ 
is mentioned in the Records of this Parliament to be 
fent to the Sheriffs of London for the burning of William 
Sawtre^ a Clerk, convifted of Herefy by his Clergy, 
An Aftforput-sind by them adjudged to be burnt*. There was alfo 
ting Heretics ta a Statute made at this Seffion of Parliament, touching 
Death. ^^ imprifoning, or punifhing with Death, fuch as held 

any Erroneous Opinion in Religion j but Prynne re- 
marks, that the printed Statute differs greatly from the 
Record, not only in Form, but much more in Matter, 
in order to maintain Ecclefiaffical Tyranny **• Further, 
he adds, * That this was the firft Statute and butcherly 

* Knife, 

« Pari/h Prieft of St. Qyjitb in London, Stcwe fays, He wit the firft 
Man that fuffered Death for Reli^on in England. The Writ from the King 
directed to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London, ad comburtndum Willielmum 
Sautrc, Capellanum, is in Rymer's Fted, Ang, Tom. Vlll. p. 178, and on 
the Rolls, 2 Henry IV.. No. 29. 

b This A£t having been repealed, by Parliament, 25 Htnry VIII. and 
feveral Times iince, is not printed at large in our Statute- Books. An 
Abftraft of it is given. Anno. 2 Hen, IV, cap, xv. in this Manner s * The 
' Catholic Faith and the Holy Church* amongft all the Kingdoms of th« 

* World, hath been very devoutly obferved in England, and endowed, 
« which hath not been troubled with Herefy j and therefore none (hall 

* preach without Licence from the Diocefan of the fame Place. None 

* ihall preach or write any Book contrary to the Catholic Faith, or the 

* Determination of Holy Church, None fliall make any Conventicles of 
« fuch Se^ts ai^d wicked Doftrines, nor /hall favour fuch Preachers. Every 

* Ordinary may convene before him, and imprifon, any Perfon fufpedted of 

* Herefy. An obftinate Heretic fhall be burnt before the People, ^f.' 
Sec Collier* s Ecclefiafiical Hijory, p. 614, &e, Tindal, in his Notes on 
Rapifit fays, That this bloody Statute was not repealed till the Year 1677. 
Folio Edition, 491, N^, 4. 
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* Knife, that the impeaching Prelates procured, or had, Kiag Uenry IV* 

* againft the poor Preachers of ChriJTs Gofpel/ Mafter 
Fox has a Fling at it alfo, and fays, that King Henry I V, 
Vi\io depofed King Richard II. was the firfl of all Eng-- 
hjh Kings that began the unmerciful Burning of Cbrift'% 
Saints *. 

However, fome other Laws were made in this Par- Another againft 
liament, of great Ufe and Advantage tp the State, viz* Provinons ftom 

* That no Provifions fhould be brought from Rome^^^^' 

* by any Religious Perfon, to exempt them from Obe- [ 68 ] 

* dience to the Secular Power ; and that all fuch Per- 

* fons who fliall bring any fuch Pro,vifions into the Na- 

* tion, fliall incur a Pramunire. That no Perfon fliall 

* carry any Gold or Silver Coin out of the Nation, with- 

* out a fpecial Licence from the King ; and if any one 

* {hall prefume to do the contrary, he fliall forfeit all 

* the faid Coin to the King. That the Chirographer of 

* the Common-Pleas, the Clerk of the Crown and 
« King's Bench, and the Marflial of the Marflialfea of 

* th^ King's' Houfe, fliould take np greater Fees than 

* what are preicribed and limited by the Statutes ^* 
By thefe A£ts, fays an Hifiorian, the due Subje<Slion of 
the Clergy and People was preferved and fecured to the 
King ; the TraiEck Of the Nation promoted \ and the 
Courts of Jufiice made eafy, and not an intolerable 
Grievance, as fince they have been, to all fuch as feek 
their Rights ^ 

There is a long Chain of Petitions from the Com- 
mons, with the Anfwers to them on the Rolls, and in 
the Abridgement of them j but as they are moft of them 
on Law Affairs, or private Properties, we fliall omit 
them, and haften to a Conclufion of this Parliament, 
which may be thought too tedious already. 

On Thurfday the 1 0th of Marchy being the lall Day 
of this Parliament, the Commons all kneeled before the 
King, and befougbt him to pardon them, if, through 
Ignorance, they might have offended him ; which the 
King readily granted. Their Speaker, in his Addrefe to 
the King on this Occaflon, made a long Preachment, 
comparing the Beginning and En4ing of this Parliament to 
E 2. the 

c Fox^s y^fft and MonumentSf p. 675. 

<J See Statutes at large, Arino % Henry IV, 

« Datiitl in Kgnnet, p. 283, 
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King Henry IV. the Sacrifice of the Mafs : He faid, That at the firft th^ 
Archbifliop of Canterbury read the Epiftle and expound- 
ed the Gofpel to them ; the King did the Sacrifice, by 
promifing to defend and proteft Holy Church, fffr . and 
when they were come to the End, to fay Ita mijja eft 
Deo Gratiai^ he added, they had great Reafon to thanjc 
God for fending them fo good and gracious a. King, fo 
full of Pity and Humanity to all his Subjects, ^c. ^c. 
and fo ended this Parliament. 
[ 69 ] Henry's new-got Diadem was by no Means eafy on 

, his Head as yet ; for a dangerous Infurreftion was begun 

in Wales y under the Conduft of Owen Glendour. This 

^forreaioflin pf^^/j^ Q^nerzl made an Incurfion into Hereford/hire ^ 
where, being pppofed by Edmund Mortimer^ Earl of 
Marchy who, as is faid before, was retired to his Cattle 
of Wigmore in that County, the latter was defeated and 
taken Prifoner*^. Henry /wzs no ways difpleafed at this 
News 5 nor in any Hafte to haye the captive Earl re- 
leafed from Imprifonment, and he himfelf was, at length, 
more reconciled to it j for by Henry's Jealoufy of every 
Thing relating to his Crown, and his Severity to thofe 
who either could or would difpute it with him, the cap- 
tive Earl might think himfelf fafer in Prifon than in his 
own Houfe. This dreaded Enemy being fecured, Henry 
ftill knew there were not wanting in the Kingdom Per- 
fons who laid hold of every Occafion to find Fault with 
his Conduft. There was ftill a dangerous Ferment 
amongft his Subjefts ; and if the Malecontents remained 
quiet, it was only in Expeftation of a favourable Oppor- 
tunity to rife. Reports were fpread that King Richard 
was yet alive ; but the Authors of them being found out, 
fufFered Death without Mercy. The King's great Se- 
verity, fliewn on this Occafion, contributed very much 
to efface the good Opinion before conceived of his Cle- 
mency and Humanity, 

Auno Kegni 3. In the Midft of thefe Confufions and Anxieties, Henry 
140a. found himfelf obliged to call a Parliament ; for we find. 

At mftminjien in the Abridgement of Records^ that Writs were fent 
out for one to meet at Weftminjler^ the Day after 
Candlemas^ in the third of this King, and in the Year 

/ ^ See bcforcj p. 3> 
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1402 ; but nothing mofe is giyen of it, than the Names King Htniy iv. 
of the Peers fummoned to it «. 

And it was not till the next Year that another Par- AnnoRegiii4. 
Jiament was fummoned to meet at the fam^ Place, on '4®3' 
the Morrow gfter St. Michael^ or September the 30th. ^^ Wepminfitr^ 
Which being aflembled, and the Knights, ^c, called 
over as ufual, in the Court of Chancery, the next Day 
the Lord -Chancellor, in the Prefence of the King, de- [ 70 ] 
Glared the Caufe of their Meeting to be, firft, for pre- 
ferving the Rights and Liberties of Holy Churchy and 
of all Corporations and Perfons. 

Then he took for his Theme, Pax multa diligentihus 
Legem j from which he took Occafion * To commend 

* Peace, and to (hew the great BlefEngs of it. He faid, 

* That Peace was always with thofe that obeyed th^ 

* Laws ; and, contrarily, he urged the Gall and Mif- 

* chief of Diflention and Difobedience ; and that there 

* was no other Way to check Peace -breakers than by 

* War. He declared that, by Diffention and private 

* Difcord, the Flower of all Chivalry, the Stock of 

* Nobles within this Realm, was, in a Manner, lately 

* confumed ; and that the whole Nation was in Danger 

* of being fubverted, had not God, as a Deliverer, raife4 

* up the King. 

* He put them in Mind of the King's late great Vic- 
^ tory againft the S^cots j he much lamented the great 

* Schjfm in the Church, by having two Popes; and told 

* them that the King intended to do his Part towards 

* healing the fame. He then defired them tb provide 

* Ways and Means for maintaining the War againft 

* Scotland \ fpr utterly fubje£ting the Enemies oi Wales ^ 

* for wholly conquering frelani^ and putting a Stop to 

* their Prince in that Country ; for defending Guienne^ 

* Calais^ and the Marches thereof j and defired the 

* Commons to chufe a Speaker, and to prefent him on 

* the Morrow for Approbation.' 

The next Day the Commons prefented Sir Henry J^sw Henry di 
Redford for their Speaker, who making the cpmmon R«»'o*J> c^^o* 
Proteftaljon, it was granted. This ^oufe took feveral^^" ^^^zu 
Days to confider of the Lord-Chancellor's Charge to 
E 3 them ; 

% Moft Hiftorians write. That this Parliartient met at Coventry^ but 
that by the Inconvenience of the Place, on Account of Proyiflons and 
J«9dgin^8, it was adjourned to Wefiminfitr^ 
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Kiijg Henry IV, them ; and we find that they were much at a Lofs what 
to determine. For, on the loth of OSfober^ the Chan- 
cellor acquainted the King, That the Commons defir'd 
to have certain of the Lords. fent to them, with whom 
they might confer. The King granted their Requeft, 
with this Proteftation, That the fame was done out of 
Favour^ and not of Duty j which Proteft was inrolled 
by the Clerk, Then the King fent the Steward of his 
Houfhold and his Secretary to the Commons, to ac- 
[ 71 ] quaint them with it ; who returned for Anfwer to the 
King, That they accepted of his Proteftation ; and ac- 
cordingly four Bifhops,. four Earls, and four Barons 
were ordered to attend them. 
The King's Sue- ^^ ^^^ '^^^ of O^ohery the Commons, in full Par- 
cefs in ff^aies, liamcnt, by the Mouth of their Speaker, * Gave to the 
/r^W, and « King thdr moft humble Thanks for his many valiant 
Scot an . J Exploits, namely, for his laft Expedition irfto Scotland^ 

* and for his three feveral Journies into fVales, fmce the 

* former ; wherein, they took Occafion to praife the 

* Valour of the Prince ; and forgot not to mention the 

* noble Service performed by the Lord Thomas ^ the 

* King's fecond Son, in Ireland, As for the Victory in 
^ Scotland^ they humbly hoped that, by good Policy, it 

* might be made to turn to the Advantage and Eafe of 

* the Commons ; and becaufe, in that Battle, the Earl 
^ of Ndrthumberland behaved -gallantly, they prayed the 

* King to give him Thanks** ^ 

Sun ana Trench ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ K^*"S ^^^"g P'^^^^ ®" ^^^ ^0)^2\ 

Prifonersbrought Throne, the Earl oi Northumberland and other Lords 
before the Par- brought before him Sir Mordach le Steward^ Son and 
Jjamcnt. j^^j^. ^^ ^^^ j^^j^^ ^f Many, Brother to the King of 

Scots ; the Lord Montgomery^ Sir William Graham, Sir 
jldam Forejler, . Scots ; and Sir Jaques de HeleyCp Sir 
Pierce Hazars, and John Dorney, Efq; Frenchmen, who, 
with others, were taken Prifoners in the Battle of Humbler 
don Hill ^, nezr ff^oollar, in the County of Northu/nber^ 
land, on the Day of the Exaltation of Holy Crofs, or 
September the 14th laft paft.' 

Thefe 

g Or Halidown'Bill. This Battle was gained by the Earl of Nor thum- 
hsrland and Henry, furaamed Hotfpur, his Son, where 10,000 Scots were 
ilain, and many taken Prifoners. But a Quarrel foon after arofe betwceJi 
the King and the Ea^rl about thefe Prifoners, which had lilce to have been 
of fatal Confequence to the King j but was reaJJy fo, in lJ|ie En^, \q tl^q 
j;arl and his whole Family, ' 
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. Thefc Prifoners, in coming into the King's Prcfencc, King Henry iv 
kneeled three Times ; iirft at the Door of the White^ 
Hail within the King's Pals^ce, then in the Midft of the 
Hall, and laftly before the Throne ; and, whilft they 
iw^re ftill kneeling, Sir Adam Forefier^ in the Name of 
them ali, humbly prayed the King, That they might be 
entertained according to the Courfe of War ; which the 
King, becaufe they were taken valiantly fighting in the 
Field, readily granted. Then the faid Sir Adam decia* [ 7a J 
red * That, in order to ftop the EfFufion of Chriftian 

* Blood, it was now in the King's Power to have either 

* a final Peace or a League.' Upon which the King 
anfwered, That^ by his own Flattery and Untruth^ he was 
taught to be wifer than to truft them ; Jince he had caufed 
the King, by relying on his ff^ord, to leave Scotland 
foomr than he intended to do. Sir Adam afked Pardon 
for this, and then they were committed to the Care of 
the Steward of the Houihold,. to wait the King's Plea- 
fure. 

On the 6th of November^ the Commons prayed the 
King to coniider the Loyalty of John Earl of S^merfet^ 
and to reftore him to the Name and Honour of Marquis, 
which he lately loft. The King required Advice upon 
this ; but the Earl kneeling faid, That as the Title of 
Marquis was new and unufual in this Kingdom, there- 
fore defired that he might be excufed from taking it. 
- On the 25th of the fame Month the Commons, 
with AiTent of the Bifhops and Lords, granted to the 
King the ufual Subfidy on Woolls, Wooll-fells and a Subfldy grant- 
Skins, for three Years ; alfo Three Shillings on every cd. 
Ton of Wine, and Twelve-pence in the Pound on 
Merchandize, befides a Tenth and a Fifteenth. This 
large and exteniive Grant put the King into fuch a good 
Humour, that he fent the Earl of Northumberland to 
invite the whole Body of the Parliament to dine with 
him the next Day ; which, we fuppofe, they did accord- 
ingly. And, there being nothing worth our Notice, 
either in the farther Proceedings of this Parliament, or 
in the Petitions, we fhall conclude with the Diflblutton 
of it, which was on the 2Sth of November TXoxtfziA **. 

This 

h In a Preamble to Letters Patent granted in this Parliament to one Job n 
Kelyngton, Clerk, as a Rcleafe from feveral Sums of Money, Jewels, 6f 
fie was entrufled with by the late King, the prefen^ ililes him, Cariffm 
Deminui et Confati^uinfus nofler Ricardus nuPer Rfpe Ang, dt^unflu 
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King Hwry IV- This Year a dangerous Rebellion was fet on Foot, 
Pierc Earl of which had like to havp proved fatal to. the King and 
Northumberland M^ Govcrnmen^ Thc principal Agents in it were the 
and others, re Family of Piercy^ with the Karl of Narthumberland their 
^®^^' Head, who had been the chief Inftruments of raifing 

Henry to thc Throne. But, growing jealous of one 
another, they foon loft all Refpeit, and turned from 
faft Friends to be the moft mortal Enemies. The Bat- 
tle of Humbledgn or Halidown-Hill^ led on by the Earl 
[ 73 ] and Henry Piercy^ fMrnamed Hotfpur^ his Son, (where 
it is faid that 10,000 Scots were (lain, and many taken 
Prifoners, the Principal of which had been prcfented to 
the King in Parliament) was the chief Motive^ For, a 
Difpute happening between Henry and the Malecontents, 
about the Difpofal or Exchange of fomc Prifoners, they, 
took that Opportunity to raife Forces, and bid Defiance 
to the Sovereign pf their own making. Henry was as 
adivc in his Oppofition) aqd brought down an Army 
which met with the difcontented Lords at Shrewjburyy 
where a terrible Battle was fought between them. Hall^ 
in his Chronicle, tells us, that the Night before the 
Battle, the Earl, his Brother, and Son, fent a Chal- 
lenge to Henry^ comprized in feveral Articles, which 
feverely treated and branded him with Ufurpation and 
Perjury. Thefe Articles are given at Length by the 
aforefaid old Hiftorian, but are flrangely abridged and 
mangled by the Moderns ; therefore, though not ftrid^ 
ly Parliamentary, they well deferve a Place \\\ thefQ 
Inquiries, and are as foUov^ ^ ; 

Their Remon- < '\T[ 7E Henry Piercy^ Earl of Northumheriandy High 
ftrances againl% , yy Conftable of England, and -Warden of the 



fienry, 



'-Weft Marches of England towards Scotland ; Henry 

* Piercy^ our eldeft Son, Warden pf the Eaft Marches 

* of England towards Scotland ; and TJhpmas Piercy, Earl 
' of IVoxceJl^r, beijiig Proflors and Protestors of the 

* Commonwealth, before our Lord ^efm Chrifty our 

* Supreme Judge, do alledge, fay,' and intend to prove 

* with our Hands perfonally, this inftant Day, againft 

* thee Henry Duke of Lancafler, thy Complices and 
^ Favourers, unjuftly prefuming and named King of 
< England^ without Title of Right, but only of thy 

' Guile 

> Ji^lr^ Chronicle, Fol. ai. 
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* Guile and by Force of thy Fautors, That when thou, K.inzfiemj IV* 
< after thine Exile, didft enter England^ thou madeft an 

* Oath to us upon the Holy Gofpels, bodily touched 

* and kiffed by thee at Doncajier^ that thoi; wouldft nc- 

* ver claim the Crown, Kingdom, or State Royal, but 
^ only thine own proper Inheritance, and the Inheritance 

* of thy Wife in England ; and that Richard^ our So- 
^ vereign Lord the King and thine, fhould reign during 

' the Term of his Life, governed by the good Counfei [ 74 ] 

* of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, l^hou didft 

* imprtfon the fame thy Sovereign Lord, and our King, 

* within the Tower of London^' untill he had, for Feat 
^ of Death, refigned his Kingdoms of England and 
^ France^ and had renounced all his Right in the fore* 
< faid Ki/igdoms, and others his Dominions and Lands 

* beyond the Sea. Under Colour of which Refignation 

* aod Renunciation, by the Council of thy Friends and 

* Complices, and by the open Noifmg of the Rafcal 
^ People, by thee and thy Adherents.aflembled at fFeJi-- 

* minjier^ thou haft cro\yned thyfelf King of the Realms 
' aforefaid ; and haft feized and entered into all the 

* Caftles and Lordfhips pertaining to the King's Crown, 
^ contrary to thine Oath \ wherefore thou art forefworq 
^ and falfc. 

* Alfo, we do alledge, fay, and intend to prove, 

* That whereas thou fworcft upon the fame Gofpels, in 

* the fame PJac^and Time to us, that thou wouldft 

* not fuifer any Difmes to be levied of the Clergy, nor 
^ Fifteenths of the People, nor any other Tallages and 
^ Taxes to be levied in the Realm of England to the 
^ Behoof of the Realm during thy Life, but by the 
' Confideration of the Three Eftates of the Realm, ex- 
^ cept for great Need, in Cafes of Importance, or for 

* the Refiftance of our Enemies only, and none othcr- 

* wife : Thou, contrary to thine Oath fo made, haft 
^ caufed to be levied right many Difmes and Fifteenths, 
' and other Impofitions and Tallages, as well of the 

* Clergy as of the Commonalty of the Realm oi England^ 

* and of the Merchants, for Fear of thy Majefty Royal ; 
^ wherefore thou art perjured and falfe. 

* Alfo we do alledge, fay, and intend to prove. That 

* whereas thou fworeft to us upon the fame Gofpels, 

* \\\ ^he fpref^id Place and Time, that our Sovereign 

' Lord 
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Lord and thine. King Richard^ fhould reign during 
Term of his Life in his Royal Prerogative and Dig- 
nity ; thou haft caufed the. fame our Sovereign Lord 
and thine, traiteroufly, within the C^Mcoi Pont efretey 
without the Confent or Judgment of the Lords of the 
Realm, by the Space of fifteen Days and (o many 
Nights (which is horrible among Chriftian People to 
be heard) with Hunger, Thirff, and Cold, to perifh 
and be murdered ; wherefore thou art perjured and 
falfe. 

* Alfo, we do alledge, fay, and intend to prove, That 
thou at that Time, when our Sovereign Lord and thine. 
King Richard^ was fb by that horrible Murder dead 
as abovefaid, thou, by extorted Power, didft ufurp 
and take the Kingdom of England^ and the Name 
and the Honour of the Kingdom of France^ unjuftly 
and wrongfully, contrary to thine Oath, from Ed- 
mund Mortimer^ Earl of Marth and of Vlfter^ the 
then next and diredl Heir of England and of France 
immediately by due Courfe of Inheritance after the 
Deccafe of the forefaid Richard \ wherefore thou art 
perjured and falfe. 

* Alfo, we do alledge, fay, and intend to prove, as 
aforefaid, That whereas thoumadeft an Oath in the 
fame Place and Time, to fupport and maintain the 
Laws and good Cuftoms of the Realm of England ; 
and alfo afterward, at the Time of thy Coronation, 
thou madeft an Oath, the faid Laws and good Cu- 
ftoms to keep and conferve inviolable : Thou and 
thy Fautors, fraudulently, and contrary to the 'Law 
of England^ have written almoft through every Shire 
of England^ to chufe fuch Knights for to hold a Par- 
liament as (hall be for thy Pleafure and Purpofe ; fo 
that in thy Parliaments no Juftice ihould be minifter- 
ed, againft thy Mind, in thefe our Complaints now 
moved and {hewed by us, whereby at any Time we 
might have any perfedi: Redrefs, notwithftandmg that 
we, according to our Confcience (as we truft ruled 
by God) have oftentimes thereof complained, as well 
can teftify and bear Witnefs the Right Reverend Fa- 
thers in God, Thomas ArundeU^ Archbbifhop of Can- 
terbury^ and Richard Scrope^ Archbifhop of York: 
Wherefore, now by Force' and Strength of Hand, be- 

* fore 
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' fore our Lord J ejus Chrijly we muft feck our Remedy King ifwj iVt 

* and Help. 

• Alfo, we do alledge, fay, and ihtend to prove. That . 

* whereas Edmund Mortimer^ Earl of March and J5lfter^ 

* was taken Prifoner by Owen Glendour^ in a pitched and 

* foughten Field, and caft into Prifon, and laden with Iron 

* Fetters, for thy Matter and Caufe, whom falfely thou f 76 1 

* haft proclaimed willingly to yield himfelf Prifoner to 

* the faid Owen Glendour^Sind neither wouldft deliver him 

* thyfelf, nor yet fuffer us his Kinfmen to ranfom and 

* deliver him : Yet notwithftanding, we have not only 

* concluded and agreed with the fame Owen for his 
^ Ranfom, at our proper Charges and Expences, but 

* alfo for a Peace between thee and the faid Owen. 

* Why haft thou then not only publifhed and declared us 

* as Traitors, but alfo craftily and deceitfully imagined, 

* purpofed, and confpired the utter Deftrudlion and Con- 

* fulion of our Perfons ? For the which Caufe we defy 

* thee, thy Fautors and Complices as common Traitors 

* and Deftroyers of the Realm^ and the Invaders, Op- 

* preffors, and Confounders of the very true and right 

* Heirs to the Crown of England ; which Thing we 

* intend with our Hands to prove this Day, Almighty 

* God helping us/ 

This Charge was fent to King Henry from the Lords, a Battle enfaes, 
by two Efquires, who, having read them, anfwered, very wherein thcyarg 

* coolly, * That he was ready to prove their Quarrel to'°"^*^* 

* him falfe and feigned, by dint of Sword and bloody 

* Battle, and not by flanderous Words and Writings ; 

* and that he doubted not but Almighty God would aid 
^ and aflift his righteous Caufe, againft fuch unfaithful 

* Perfons and falfe^forefworn Traitors/ Accordingly, 
the next Day a fierce and bloody Battle was fought, 
near Shrew/bury ; where, though^ at firft, the Lords had 
the Advantage, yet, in the End, that furious young 
Hero, Hotfpur^ being flain, their whole Army was 
routed, killed on the Spot, or taken Prifoners. Amongft 
the laft was Thomas Piercy^ Earl oiWorcefler^ who was 
prefently beheaded in the Field. 

This Battle was fought July 22, 1403. The Earl 
of Northumberland himfelf was then with an Army in 
^he Uorth \ but the ICing marching againft him, he 

though! 
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King Henry IV. thought fit to come in upon the Terms offered to fav« 
himfelf and Fortune, 

AnnoRcgni c. '^^^ ^^^V ^^^^ Winter, in the 5th Year of this King's 
1404. Reign, another Parliament was fummohed to meet at 
WeJiminJIer^ the Day after St. Hilary y ox January the 
atWifiminfier. ^^^^i I When being all aflembled, the Biihop of Lin- 
[ 77 ] ''^ *^^ King's Brother', and then Lord Chancel- 

lor of England^ in the Prefence of the King, Lords, and 
Commons, declared the Caufe of the Parliament, for 
the Prefervation of Holy Church, i^c 

He then took for his Text thefe Words, Multitudo 
Saphnium^ and thereby learnedly argued, * That by 

* Council every Realm was governed ; he refembled 

* every State to the Body of a Man, and applied the 

* Rigbt Hand to the Church, and the Left to the Tem- 

* poral Lords, and the reft of the Members to the Com-r 

* monalty ; of all which Members and Eftates, the King, 

* as the Head, was defirous to have their Advice on 
^ divers Occafions, and had called the faid Parliament 

* for that Purpofe. 

* The firft Thing that he put them in Mind of, was 

* the utter Suppreffion of the IVelJh Rebellions ; for re- 

* pelling the Malice of the Duke of Orleans^ and the 

* Earl of St, Paule^ who had bent themfelves wholly 

* againft the King and Realm, as appeared by their late 

* Defcent upon the Ifle pf Wight^ where they were re- 

* pulfed. To copfider alfo the imminent Danger that 

* the Marfhes of Calais^ Guienne^ and other Domi- 

* nions, beyond Sea, wer^ then in; to remember the 

* Wars in Ireland and Scotland^ and likewife to take 

* Order touching the late Rebellion under Henry Piercy^ 

* and others his Adherents, at the late Battle at Shrewf- 

* bury ; and then defired the Commons to chufe, and 

* the next Day to prefent, their Speaker.* 
fiirAnKOLDSA- Accordingly, the next Day the Qommons came be* 
vAGE chofen fore the King, and prefented Sir Arnald Savage for their 
Speaker, Speaker : VVhcreupon the faid Sir Arnold made the ufuat 

Proteftation for himfelf and the Commons, which was 
allowed. 

Thq 

1 This Prelate was Henry Beaufofty Half-Brother tp the King by fC^* 
(lerige &'Ufinfcrd, his F^thci's Mifticis, 
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Tbe firft Things we find that the Commons in this King Henry IV^ 
Parliameht went upon, amongft many others, were 
thefe, ' They defired the King to have Regard to the 

* Charges for repreffing the IP^elJh Rebels, and fafe [ 78 ] 

* keeping of the Sea 5 to confider the great Expences of 
^ bis own Hou(hold $ and that both the King and Prince 
^ might give Liveries according to the Statute made for 

* that Purpofe. That the King would provide for the 
< Repairs of his Caf^les and Houfes, and, namely, for 

* his Caftle at Windfor^ which were all greatly in De- 

* cay ; and not grant away the Profits of thofe Caftles 

* and Houfes, and ftand to the Repairs of them himfelf ; 

* by doing which he muft be obliged to charge his ' 

* Commons greatly ; which might endanger the whole 
« Eftate/ 

On the \%\}i\oi February^ the Earl oiNorthumUr-'^^^^^^^^^, . 
land came into Parliament, before the King and Lords, ^^'l^Z. 
and there prefented a Petition to the King, the Tenor 
whereof being entered on the Rolls, in Englijhy the 
national Language of the Times, we fhall fubjoin in its 
©wn Di£lion and Orthography. 

To my moft dredfull and Soveraigne lige Lord. 

T Youre humble Liege befeche to your Hynejfe to have in 
•^ Remembrance my comeyng to your worjhipfull Prefence 
into Yorke of my free Willy be youre goodly Lett en ^ ivhere 
Iputte me in youre Grace ^ as I that noght have kept e youre 
Laws and Statutys as Ligeance ajketh^ and fpecially of 
gederyng of Power and gevyng of Liver ees : As at that 
Tyme fput me in your Grace and zit do zo, fcyifJg^ and 
hit like to your Hienejfe that al graceleffe Jhould I not do ; 
wherfore I befeche you that youre high Grace be feen on me 
at this Tyme ; and of other Things which ye have examine 
ed me of I have told you pleynly i and of al I put me holy 
in youre Grace^ 

. The King delivered this Petition to the Judges, to be 
by them confidered ; but the Lords made Proteftation 
againft it, and that the ordering thereof belonged to^, • , 
themfelves. Accordingly they, as Peers of Parlia- teflagafnftrefcr- 
ment, to whom only fuch Judgment beJonjred, in con- ring Cafes of 
fidering well the Statute of the 25th of ^Edward III. Tj^'^[^" ^"^ "^^ 
touching Treafons, and the Statute of Liveries made in ^"^ **"* 

this 
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King £r«rry IV. this King's Time, adjudged the Earl's Crime to be nOP 
Treafon nor Felony, but only a Trcfpafs fineablc tai 
the King. For which Judgment the faid Earl gave 

freat Thanks to the King and Lords ; and, at his own. 
lequeft, he was fworn upon the Crofs of Canterbury to 
' be a true Liegeman to the King, to the Prince, and to 
the Heirs of his Body begotten, and to every of the 
. King's Sons, and to their Iffue fuccceding to the 
Crown of England^ according to Law. That done, the 
King pardoned the faid Earl his Fine and Ranfom^. 
The Archbifliop of Canterbury prayed the King, that 
[ 79 ] forafmuch as he and the Duke ofToriy with other Bi- 
Ihops and Lords, were fufpedied by many to be in the 
Confederacy with Henry Piercy^ Son to the Earl of Nor^ 
thumberland^ that the faid Earl would fpeak the Truth ; 
on which the Earl, by the King's Command, on his 
Oath, purged them all from that Matter. But the fame 
Day, the levying of War by the faid Sir Henry Piercy 
was adjudged Treafon, by the King and Lords, in full 
Parliament. 
^ The Commons proceeded in their firft Defign of re- 

gulating the King's Houfliold, with whom the Lord^ 
accorded ; and they required' that four Perfons fhould 
Several of the be removed out of the King's Houfe, viz. the King's 
Kwg*s Officers Confeflbr, the Abbot of Dore^ with Derham and Crof- 
ASreftofpTr. **^ Gentlemen of his Chamber. On the 9th of F^^rw^jr 
liament, the Confeflbr, Derham and Crojbie^ came into Parlia- 

ment, before the King and Lords, when his Majefty 
took Occafion to excufe thofe Officers himfelf, faying, 

* That he knew no Caufe why, they fliould be removed . 

* from his Houfliold ; but fince the Lords and Commons 
' had thought proper to have it fo, for the Good of him- 
' felf and the Realm, he difcharged them ; as he woukl 
' have done the Abbot, had he been prefent, or any 
' other of his Houfe that fliouId incur the Hatred and 

* Difpleafure of his People.' The Commons prayed, 
alfo, * That fuch might be. appointed Officers of the 

* King's Houfliold, as were known to be of virtuous 

* Life, and that the Lords and themfelves might be 

* privy to the taking of them.' 

k The Articles on which the Earl of N^irihumherland furrendered himfelf 
to Henry y and which were to be confirnaed by Parliament, are in the ?uh* 
lie ASii under this Title, Cedula Con'venuonum cum Comite Northumbrian 
Feed. Ang. Tom, VIII. p. 364, > Galiice, 
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A War with France being fuddcnly cxpefted, thcKiogH#»0'lV'« 
Commons defired, * That the Commiflion for arraying 
^ and muftering of Men, and watching of Beacons, , 

* might be amended ; and that from thenceforth there 

* fliould be no other Alteration in the Form of it.* To 
which the King, with the Aflent of the Lords, after 
Confultation had with the Judges, confentcd. The 
Form and Precedent of the faid CfommifGon ftands next 
on the Roll ^. This Commifficui the Reader will find 
much canvaiTed, both by King and Parliament, in our 
later Civil DiiTentions. 

At the Requeft of the Commons, on February 21, a 
Committee of Lords were particularly appointed to 
make fome farther Regulations, who agreed on thefe 
Articles: ' 

< Firfti That all Foreigners, in the Intereft of the [ 80 J 

* Anti-Pope ^ be not fuffered to be about the King's 

« Perfon, but be banifhed the Realm. And that other j'llJonJ^j^'^^ 
'Strangojrs, who were Catholics, and particularly Houfhold. 

* thofe oi Dutchland^ be appointed to remain upon fuch 
'of the Frontiers of the Kingdom where Garrifons are. 

' Nextf That all French Perfons, Bretonsy Lombards^ 
' Italians f and Navarians whatfoever, be removed out 

* of the Houfe from the King and Queen ; except the 

* Queen's two Daughters, "* Maria^ St. Parenfy^ Ni^ 

* cbolaSi Alderwyche^ and John Puriany and their Wives. 

* And that no fVeljhman be about the King's Perfon.' 

Thefe Articles were read in full Parliament, Feb. 21, 
and confirmed by the King, with the Lords' Aflent ; and 
full Charge was given to the chief Officers of the Houf- 
hold, there named, to put them in Execution ; who, - ' 
that Evening, performed the fame. 

But, for more Satisfaftion to the Queen and her 
Daughters, the King, with the Confent of the Lords, 
ordained and affigned to the Queen, inftead of the Fo- 
reigners, two Knights, a Damfel, two Chamber- 
maids, one Miftre'fs, two Efquires, one Nurfe, and 
one Chambermaid for the Queen's Daughters, and a 
Meflcnger to wait on them at certain Times. 

The 

kRot. 5iytf«ryIV.No. 25. 

» Benedia, XII!. The Englip adhered to Bern face IX. 
a This Queen wa« yoan of Navarre^ Widow of the Duke of Bretagr.e r 
But Heary had QO llfuc by hor. 
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King Hinrj IV. The King's Letters Patent were confirmed by AS of 
Parliament, by which a Commiffion was granted, thaft 
certain Revenues and Cuftoms^ there expreffed, and 
amounting to the Sum of io,ioo/. Ihould be yearly 
paid to the Treafurer of his Houfe, for the Expencea 
of the Family. In which Grant it appears, that the 
Profits of the Hanaper, in Chancery, Was then worth 
only 2000 /. per Annum. 

After fettling the King's Houfhold, in the Manner 
above, the Commons went upon reftoring Peace and 
Unanimity amongft the Peers and Great Men of the 
Land. They returned his Majefty hearty Thanks for 
extending his Favour to the Earl of Northumberland y 
[ 8i ] and, at their Requeft', the King commanded the faid 
Earl and the Earl of Wejimoreland^ in Token of per- - 
feft Amity, to kifs each other, in open Parliament, 
thrice, and to (hake Hands as often ; alfo, to promife 
that their Friends and Tenants fhould do the like. 
The Earls oi Northumberland and Dunbar were likewife 
commanded to perform the fame Ceremony *• 

The fame Time,' at the Requeft of the Commons, 
I the King, in open Parliament, affirmed, that the Arch- 

bi(hop of Canterbury^ the Duke of Tork^ the Earl of 
Northumberland^ and the other Lords, who were fufpedi-- 
cd to be in the Confederacy with Sir Henry Piercy^ were 
all his true Liegemen ; and that neither they, nor any of 
them, fhould ever be impeached thereof by the King, or 
his Heirs, at any Time hereafter. 

Some Matters of a lefs public Concern came alfo 

before this Parliament. The Commons reported that 

King Edward IIL in a Parliament held in the nth of 

his Reign, created his eldeft Son Duke of Cornwall^ 

and annexed the faid Duchy to the Crown, with divers 

Hereditaments, by Letters Patent; and by Authority 

of the fame never to be difmembered or fold away \ 

Buchy of Cofff-They therefore pray the King to refume, feize, and 

%aan re-annex«d unite again to the faid Duchy fuch Lands as were fold 

to the Crown. ^^^^ ^^ p^.^^^ Edimrd, King Richardy or by himfelf. 

Which Petition was anfwered in EfFe<St following : * It 

* is agreed by the King and Lords, that the Prince, by 

' the, 

a Thefe northern Lnrds were Nerghbours in the Country, and might 
have difturbed it much by a Dilagrcement aixiongd them. 
b See VoJ. 1. p* 224^ 242* 
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* the Advice of his Gounfel, fhall have his Scire factas,^^ Henry iv, 

* or other his beft Means of Recovery ; wherein mall be 
^ allowed no Protedion, or praying in Aid of the King, 
^ luilefs it be for Sir Jdhn Cornwall^ and Elizabeth his 
« Wife, Jatc Wife to Jphn Holland^ late Earl of /&«- 

* tingdon ; and for fuch Perfons to whom the King is 

* bound by Warranty ; and in order to render the Va- 
^ lue, in fuch Cafes, the Prince fhall fue to the King.' 
Xhere are feveral other Articles relating to the Refti- 
tution of this Duchy, which we flxall omit. 

At the Petition of Joan^ Queen of Englandy the 
King granted that the (aid Queen fliould enjoy, during ^.^^^'^^ ^»"''""* 
her Life, in Lands and Tenements, to the full Sum of'**' 8«^"tcd, 
10,000 Maries by the Year, for and in Confideration 
of her Dower, according as other Queens oi England [ S' j 
had done. 

Upon the Petition of Edward Duke of Tork\ touch- 
ing 1000 /. a Year, granted by Richard Ih to him 
and his Heirs Male, the King granted iQ Edward^ th^ 
£iid Duke, 400 /. out of the Cuftoms of Kingjion upoa 
//«//, and 289 /. 6 X. 8 d. out of the Cuftoms of London^ 
as Parcel of the faid 1000 /• to him and his Heirs law- 
fully begotten. 

John Earl of Somerfety Captain of Calaisy and of the 
Marflies thereof, declared. That whereas, by Indenture 
between the King and him, he ftood bound to keep 
the Town and Caftle aforefaid, taking therefore, for 
himfelf and his Soldiers, in Time of Peace or Truce, 
6301 L 11 s.Sd. and inTimcof War, 10,509 /. 6s. Sd. 
whereof he was unpaid 12,423 /. lai. 4.d. he therefore, 
for Want of this, is much .ftrajten'd, and prayeth due 
Payment for the future. By this the Reader may fee 
how much Money it coft the Government, . in thofe 
Days, to keep that important Fortrefs in PoflefSon. 

On the Petition of Joan^ late Wife to Thomas Earl 
of Kent ^ to have 1 000 /. a Year during her Life, out of 
the Hereditaments of the faid Thomas, the King, by the 
Confent of Edmund Earl of Kenty Brother to the faid 
Thomas^ granted to the faid Joan, during Life, certain 
Manors and Hereditaments, there named, to the Va- 
lue of 300 Marks, over and above her Jointure, for the 

Vol. II. F which 

n This Duks was Son to the oU Duke Edmund, who died a. Year or two 
Wbief 
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King Uinry IV. ^hich the faid Joan rclcafed to the faid Edmund all her 
Dower. 

The SberiiFof Rutland having returned one Willidm 

Sheriff fined for Ottdeby for Knrght of the fame Shire, and not Thomas 

a falie Return, de Thorpcy who Wfts chofen^ he was commsfnded to 

amend the fame Return, by returning Thomas Thorpi ; 

and, farther, was conimitted to the FU^y and to Fine 

and Ranfom at the King*s Pleafure* 

The hft two Things we ftall abftraa from the Re- 
cords of the Proceedings in this Parliament, which feems 
to have ended on the firft Day oiMarcby are, firft. The 
Commons' Petition to the King, that all Lords, Knights^ 
Citizensy and Bureefles, coming to Parliament at bis 
Command, and there redding till their Return to their 
own Homes, together with their Servants and Fol- 
lowers^ be Muder his efpecial Prote£lion and Defence : 
And that they ftall not be arrefted for any Debt, Tref- 
pafi, Acciount, or Contraft whatfoever, or any ways 
imprifoned during that Time : Under the Penalty of 
ihaking Fiiie and Kanfom to the King, and paying treble 
Damages to the Party aggrieved. The King's Anfwer 
was,lnat there fhouldoe fufEcient Remedy provided in 
that CsUe.— And. this is the ^ft Statute of Prote£tiong 
we have yet met with *. 

The oHier i^. That as it was ufual at the End of every 
Sei&on for the King to grant an A£t of Grace, or a 

feneral Pardon tP all hia Subjects, fo now an Ad of that 
ort was pafTed with only the ufual Exceptions; and ex- 
cept lyiiiiam Strloy wJtn one Thomas Wardt of Trom» 
fingtony who, as the Record expreffes it, feigned himfelf 
to be King Richard *.— A Piece of Hiftory we have not 
met with in any other Authority. The Print of this 
Statute, alfo in thofe at large, differs from the Record, 
both in Form, and wanting the fignificant Word, 
Tnafony which is plainly exprefled in the latter ^. 
\ %%\ ^' ^^ obfervable that not one Tax or Subfidy appears, 

*- ^ "' on the Record, to have been either afted or granted by 
the King or Parliament, at this Sef&on. But a Contem- 
porary Hiftorian has affigned a Reafon for this Omif- 
iion, by telling us, that the Record of the Subfidy, 
which, he fays, was new and very pernicious to the 

Country, 

• Rot. Pari. 5. Tttnry fV. N«. 71, See tlfo StutuU% athrge, cap, VI, 

k/^;V/.Rot. NO.84. 

c 7'iutcs Maneui de Treibns^ InfurrtSiwSf KthtlUon$, &c» Ibid* 
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Country, was ordered to be burnt by thofe that grant- ^^8 ^*^ ^^* 
ed it °. This Tax is faid, by fomc, to be twenty jj^^n^gg^^j^f^ 
Shillings of every Knight's Fee, and twenty Pence of Sabfidy burnt by 
every one that had twenty Pounds Lands a Year, and O'^^*' of 'he 
one Shilling in the Pound for Money or Goods, and fo^^f^'^^^ "^"^ 
upwards according to that Rate ?. If this be true, it 
was a heavy Tax indeed, and it is more than probable 
that it was fomewhat extraordinary, fince the P^rli^* 
ment took fuch Care that it Ihould not be drawn into 
Confequence, by deftroying the Evidences of it. But 
in vain are Precautions taken, fays a late Hiftorian, to 
bury in Oblivion fuch Sorts of Preoedents, which Princes, 
upon Occafion, too frequently call to Remembrance "J. 
In the fame Year of this King new Writs were if- 
lued out, directed as ufual, for a Parliament to meet at 
Coventry^ on the 3d of December ; though there is no 
Account of any Proceedings at it on Record. 1 But, in 
the next Year, other Writs came out for fummoning 
another Parliament to meet 2X the fame Place, dated at 
Litchfield^ Auguji 25, and returnable the 6th of OSto^ 
her following. Before the Meeting of this Parliament C ^4 1 
another Infure£lion was raifed againft Henry ^ of whi^h 
the Archbifhop of York^ Richard Scrope^ the £,arl of iVir- 
thumherlandy and Thomas Mowbray^ Karl Marfhal, were 
the Principals. The Articles mentioned before, \See 
p. 73.] were again renewed againft Henry ^ and publick- 
ly fixed on the Church Doors in the City of Tork and 
many other Places. But, by a Stratagem ufed by the 
Earl of Wejlmoreland^ the King's General, the Archbi- 
fliop and Earl Marflial were t^en and beheaded, whilft 
the Earl of Northumberland found .Means to fly into 
Scotland. 

At the Time appointed, the Parliament being all Ann© Regni €. 
met in the Great Chamber within the Priory of CoveU" '^^' 
/ry, which Was appointed and ornamented for that Pur- Ax(kvelary^ 
pofe, Henry Be4iufort^ then Bifhop of Lincoln^ and Lord- 

F2 Chan- 

o 7^« Walfingham, His Words are thefe ; Contejfvrtt ifji «r Autb^n 
Mai Ta/lagii, in perpttuum Latere Pefierot vo/uerunt^ nmpe fiA ta ian» 
turn Conditione concetUbaturt ne trtibtretur pofteriut in Exemplumf nee fer^ 
varentur. ejus Evidentia in Tbejaurario Regio nee in Scaceario, fed Scrip" 
tun vel Recordationes ejufdentf protinus pof datum Comp9tum ertmarentur^ 
Hift. Aug. p. 369, 370. Stowe*! Chron. p. 330. 

p HoUingfoead^ Chron. 524, Daniel io Kennetf tt^^ 

f Rapitt, f ol. £dit. 495. 
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KiligSwfjf iV^Chanccllor, the King's Brother, in thePrcfcncc of the 
Three Eftates of the kealm, declared the Caufe of the 
Summons, i|^ the ufual Preamble ; For Holy Church, 
Corporations, and Perfons enjoying their Liberties ^ 
and then gave out this Text, Rix vocavit Senions Ter-- 
rtt\ on which he learnedly argued, 

^ That, for the Safety of the Realm, both within and 
^ without, and particularly for repreffing the Weljh 
^sRebels; for refifting their Enemies in France and 

* Brittany^ who were daily getting Reinforcements, in 

* order to invade the Nation, and to fubvert the State ; 

* for the due Obfervation of the Peace and Adminiftra- 
^ tion of Juftice, the King had called the Wife Men of 

* the Realm to be by them advifed for the beft. That 

* the laft Parliament had not provided a fufHcient Force 

* for fubduing the Weljh^ neither was there a Competency 

* granted for the Performance of fuch great Exploits; 

* and becaufe the French had determined to make War, 
^ upon England^ and had then a£lually invaded Guienne^ 

* they could not wonder at the fudden Calling of this 

* Parliament, fince they ought fpeedily to determine, 

* for the avoiding of thefe fo great Mifchiefs and immi^ 

* nent Dangers.' He then urged the Commons to chufe 
a Speaker, and prefent him t,he next Day to the King. 

Sir William ^^^^ urgent Demand was as fpeedily complied with 
Stvkmey cho-by the Commons ; for the next Day, having prefented 
en Speaker, . Sir fVtlliam Sturmey for their Speaker, the very Day 
after, OSfober 8, they, with the Aflent of the Lords, 
granted the King two entire Tenths and two Fifteenths 
upon the Laity, to be levied in Manner accuftomp^l. 
[ Sc ] Alfo the Subfidy on Woolis, Wooll- fells, and Skins ; 
that is, of every Denizen, for each Sack of Wooll, 
43 s. 4.d. for every 240 Wooll-fells, the like Sum ; and 
for every Laft of okins. Five Pounds : Of Aliens, 10 s^ 
A SttUidy« more in each Article, to fubfift for two Years ; Three 
Shillings on every Ton of Wine, imported or exported, 
and Twelvepence in the Pound on Merchandize. To 
thefe Taxations a new Grant was added this Time, 
which was of every twenty Pound- Land, belonging 
to either Peer or Pecrefs, where the whole of the an- 
nual Rents, in their Hands, amounted to five hundred 
Marks and twenty Shillings; on Condition, that all 
ihould be employed only towards the Maintenance of 

the 
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the Wars, and Defence of the Realm ; and the Lord K»ng ^^»rj^ iv» 
Fumival and Sir John Pelham^ Knights, were appoint* ^ g^^^^^ ^^^ 
cd Treafurers of War, who were then fworn to exe- ted. * ^ 
cute their Offices according to the Intention of the 
Grant. 

Several Bifhops and Lords offered to lend certajn 
Sums of Money, in order to raife Forces for refcuing the 
Ixtfd of Coyiiff'^y who was then befieged in his Caftle by 
the JVelfb Rebels ; and the King appointed, by Confent 
of Parliament, that fuch Loans fiiould be repaid out 
of the firft Payments of the Subfidy then granted. 

On the 26th of P^^£#r the Commons came before Several Gra^ti. 
the King and Lords, in full Parliament, and begged 
Leave to recommend the )^oung Lords "John and Hum^ 
pbry^ two of the King's Sons, for his Advancement of 
them to honourable Eflates and Livings. They alfo 
prayed the King to remember the Duke of Tork^s late 
Service in Guiennij and elfewhere, fo as he might be 
paid the Arrears due to him. The like Requeft they 
made for the Earl of Somerfet^ and Sir Thtmas Btaufort 
his Brother. Laftly, They befeeched the King to re- 
ftore to Richard^ Brother to the Duke of Tork^ certain 
Jewels, to the Value of 4000 A which were in th© 
Hands of King Richard Ih They likewiie concurred in 
the Requefl above, for the Refcue of the Lord of Coytiff^ 

As, in fome of the laft Parliaments, the Lords and 
Commons took Care to regulate the King's Houibold,. 
fo in this the Commons applied to the King for a Re- 
iumption of all Grants made from the Crown fince the 
40th Year of Edwt^rd IIL under the following Parti- 
culars : 

PirJ^i That all fuch Hereditaments,:Libcrtles, and 
Cuftoms as were in the Crown, at the Time above-*. 
mentioned, and fince, by any Means, granted froni it, 
fliould be refumed into the King'f Hands for ever : Pro- 
vided that all Cities and Towns Corporate ihall keep 
their Liberties ; and except alfo the Lands of fuch as 
were forfeited the 1 1 th of RichardlLznd were fold away. 

That all Wines taken fpr the King's Eighth, prPri- 

fagc, and granted to any Perfon by the King or his 

Predeceflbrs, may be refumed : And that the prefent 

^een may be endowed with all the Lands, Heredita-. 

F 3 mcnts, 
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King Hflffj^IV^incnts^ Off. as the late Queen was, ih whofe Hands 
. foever they be and by what Grant foevcr alienated.— -- 
That all Grants of King Edward III. or any of his Pro-* 
genitors, made before bis faid 40tb Year, be confirm* 
ed by Parliament — That all Farmers to the King bjr 
the like Grants, may enjoy their Farms, giving as much 
for them as others would do« Lajilyy That no Man, 
hereby, be reftrained of ofing any Licence or Warrant, 
granted for building any Caftle, or Caftelet, or for m*^ 
doiine any Park.— *To all which Petitions the King re« 
turned the following Anfwer; which, fince it is entered 
on the Rolls, we Ihall give^ at Length, in its own Dior 
lion and Orthography. 

JtN D forafmucbi that thi Cdmunes dejiren that the 
•" Kyngjhuldt live upon his owne^ as gade Rifen ajketb^ 
and all Eftates tbinken. thefami^ the Kyng thanketh him 
- tfher gade Defire^ viiUing to putt it in Execution aljfone 
. «j he weli may^ And hycaufe the Comunes defiren that al 

that longed unto the C^orn the forty Yere ofKyng Edward, 
andjith batb he de^rtedyjbuld he refumedj to that Entent 
that the Kyng myght better leve of his oxvne : And for 
alfmtube that it may noght be knowne unto the Kyng which 
is of the Corone and which is not^ without more Examina^ 
iion ; m what batb he granted fyth the forty Yere of Kyng 
£d ward unto this Tyme^ the Kyng's Entent is to ajfygne cer^ 
tein Lprdes Spiritual and certein Lordss Temporal^ and 
al his yuflices and al his Sergeants^ and other fuche as 
him lujt Name J for to putte in Exe^ion alsferre as ht 
piay^ by the Lawejofhis Land^ or by his Prerogatiffe or^ 
Ltbertee^ alle the Articles contened in the Petition of the 
Comunesy in alU Hajle that h^ may^ in J)if charge of bit 
People. 

There are fome other Ways prefcribcd in this Par- 
liament for. the King to live of his own and be lefs 
* burdenfome to his Subje^s, which are too long to in* 
fert. The lleprefentatives of. the People, in tbofe Days, 
fhewed themfelves to be really fo, by -^making the In- 
tereft of their Conftituents the fame as tjbeir own ^ they 
freely gave to relieve the Ncceffities of the State, in 
Time of War, or the like ; but at the fame Time took 
Care that no ufelefs Grants or Penfions ihoMld be made 

from 
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from the Crown, to impoveri(h the Revenue of it, which King Hmyiv. 
was then thought fufficiently ample to maintam itfelf io 
Splendour : When an EngUJh Monarch had no^ foreign 
Appendages to draw from him the very Blood an4 
Vitals of this Commonwealth. 

If what an Antient and a Contemporary HFAorian ^ 
writes be true, there is a great DefeA in the Records, 
relating to (bme cOnfiderable Tranfa£tions which wer^ 
carried on againfl the Clergy in this Parliament ; for 
there is not one Word fald in them about it. It is pro- C ^^ ] 
bable that, fince the Defigfi mifcaryed, the Clergy had 
Intereft enough to keep it; out of the Rolls. But, be^ 
that as it will, it is agreed that the Court had been 
tampering in the £le6^ions this Parliament, to get fuch 
Members returned, as were not over favourable to the 
Intereft of the Church. An Error in Government, 
though made a principal Article againft King Richard^ 
was yet overlooked in King Henry "• The aforecited 
Author relates, That the lung direSed the Sheriffs, in 
his Writs for ele£Ung Knights of the Shire, to chufe 
none that were any way learned in the Laws of the 
Land ; but that they fhould fend fuch to this Parliament 
as were wholly ignorant in the Courfe of either Canon 
or Civil Law ; which was done '. From whence this 
Pariiament got the Name of Parliamentum IndoSforum^ The Laymen't 
the Illiterate or Lack- Learning Parliament. But it isParliJunent. 
more- probable it was nicknam^ fo, fonie Time after^' 
by the Clergy, on Account of the Deiighs there carried 
on againft that learned Body; for we find that other 
Authors call it the Laynun's Parliament y. 

However, our former Authority goes on and writes^ Motion forap- 
That when the Kingfirft reprefented to this Parliament, plying the Re- 
fo compofed, his great Want of an extraordinary Aid, venues of the 
the Commons went in a Body, and, by their Speaker, ^^*j;j[^'^^^*^^^^^^^^ 
addrelTed him, remonflrating, ' That, without burden- state, 

* ing his People, he ihight Kipply his Occafions by fei- 

• zing (Ml the Revenues of the Clergy/ They fet forth, 

« That 

t Tbmt^x Walfiv^am Tub hoc Anno. 

B DanitUn Kenntt, p. 290. Rapfn, Fol. Sdit. p. 49 5, 49s. 

X Direxif ergo Brevia Vicectniti-butf ne quofyuam e Comitatibus eltgtrent 
guwifmodo Milites, fui, m Jure Regni, \t\ iDofti fuiileht f el Appienticii j 
fed talti omnino mitterentur ad hoc Negetium, qws tonftaret fgnorart iwjmf' 
fuejurh Metbcdum ; faRumqueita eft, Walfii^haiD, p* 371* 

/ Stnve^s Chr^n, p. 330, Sfeed, p. 619, 
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King Henry IV, f That the Clergy pbffeffcd a third Part of tiie Richct 
^ of the Realm, and not doing the King any Perfonal 
^ Service, it was bqt juft they ftiould contribute out of 
^ their Revenues, towards the preiEng Neceffities of the 
f State : That it was evident, the Riches of the Eccle- 
^ fiaftics. made them negligent in their Duty, and the 

< leiTenirig of their exceffive Incomes would be a double 
^ Advantage bpth to the Church and State/ 

The King received this Addrefs in a Manner as (hew* 

[ 87 ] ed that it was not difagreeable to him ; and it is not 

' unlikely that It was he who, covertly, was the firft 

Mover of it. The Archbifliop oiCanUrbury being pre- 

fent, thought it his Duty to fpeak on an Occafion where 

J^{J^^"o|yofe<Jhis own and the Intereft of the whole Clergy was con- 

t<^flume^l ^erned. He reprefented to the King, * That though 

hrj. ^ the Ecclefiaftics ferved him not in Perfon, it could 

* not be inferred that they were unferviceable, fincc 

< they fent into the Field their Vaffals and Tenants 
« whenever there was Occafion. That the ftrip- 

< ping the Clergy of their Eftates, would put a Stop to 
^ their Prayers, Night and Day, for the Welfare of the 

* State ; and there was no expeifting God's Protedion 

* of the Kingdom, if the Prayers of the Church were {9 . 

* little valued/ Upon this the Speaker of the Com- 
mons fecmed to fmile, and faid openly, * That he 

* thought the Prayers of the Church a very flender Sup- 

< ply *.' To which the Archbifhop anfwered, with 
fome Emotion, < That if the Prayers of the Church 

* were fo flighted, and that other Confiderations were 

* not capable of fuppr/efling the Plots againft the Clergy, 
^ it would be found 'difficult to deprive them of their 

* Eftates without expofing the Kingcjom tp great Dan- 

* ger 5 and, fo long as he was Archbifliop of Canterbury^ 

* he would oppofe this Injuftice to the utnloft of his 

* Power/ Then, fuddenly, falling on his Knees be- 
fore the King, ' he ftrongly prefkd him in Point of 

* Confcience, and' endeavoured to make him fenfible 
f that, of all the primes a Prince could commit, none 

* was 

» Walfingham fays. That this Speaker was called Sir John Cheney, who 
liaving, as it was faid^ taken Deacon^s Orders, haddeferted his Charaf^er, 
' fnd turned Soldier^ p. 371, 372* But by the Record he is calle^ ^^ 
tTiliiam Sturmey* 
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^ was fo heinous as an Invafion of the Church's Patri-Kinf ll^iv* 

* mony.' 

Whether Henry was moyed with the Archbi(hop*s 
Speech, or that he forefaw the ftrong Oppofition the 
Clergy would make, and that he could not, without 
great Difficulty, accompliih his Defign, he fuddenly 
changed his Purpofe, and refolved to defift from it. tie 
anfwered the Archbiihop, * That, though he blamed 

* not his Zeal, he could not help faying, that his Fears 

' were groundkfs ; for« when he mounted the Throne, r gs 1 
< be made a firm Refolution to fupport the Church with 

* all his Power, and hoped by God's Affiftance to leave 

* her in a better State than he found her/ The Arch« 
bifliop, encouraged by this Anfwer, turned to the Com- 
mons, and fpoke to them in a Manner not very proper 
to gain their Good-will, telling them their Demand was 
built wholly on Irreligion and Avarice. * You, fays he, 
^ and fuch like as you, have advifed both our Lord the 

* King and his PredecefTors to confifcate the Goods 
f and Lands of the AlienTriories and Religious Houfes, ^ 
^ on Pretence he fhouldgain. great Riches by it, as, in- 

^ deed, they were worth many Thoufands ; notwith- 

* ftanding, it is moft true, that the; King is not Half a 
' Mark the richer for them all^ for you have extorted, 
^ or, at leaft, begged them out of his Hands, and have 
*' appropriated the faid Goods to your own Ufcf ; fo 
^ it may well be conjedlured that your Requeft to have 

* our Temporalities, proceeds not fo much for the King's 

* Profit, as for your own Covetoufnefs : For-, without 
^ Doubt, if the King, as God forbid, (hould fulfil your 

* wicked Purpofe, he would not be one Farthing the 

* richer for it at the Year's End. And, verily, adds 

* he, I will fooner have my Head cut ofF, than that the 
^ Church fl)ou}d be d(?prived of the leaft Right pertain- 
> ing to it.* 

The Commons made no Reply to this fevere Repri- 
mand ; but when they came back to their Houfe, they 
refolved to perfift in their Petition, and brought in a Bill 
to feize the Clergy's Revenues. But there was noTWsProjea gW 
Probability of fucceeding in their Proieft ; the Sollici.J*''7'^*'J^/ 
tations of the Archbiihop, and the reft of the Prelates, "^^ ^ ^° *"' 
^ere fo orevali^nt ^ith the l^ords, that they threw out 

the 
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^in% Smry IV. the Bill J and to the Commons were forced to find otheir 
Means to fupply the King's Occafions *• 
But to retam to the Records.^*— 
r 8g 1 ^^ ^ ^^ ^y ^^ ^^^ Parliament ^, the Commotft 

*• ^ ■' prayed. That die Money borrowed for faving of the 
Honour of the Lord Jobn^ the King's Son, and the 
Eftate of the Realm mav be anfwered : That the King 
would corifider the painml Service of the Duke of Tork^ 
whilfl he was the King's Lieutenant of Guiemey and 
that he ma^ be paid what to him is due ; and alfo to re^ 
^ 90 i member Sir Thmai Erpingbam *^, Sir Thomas Remp^ 
finj yobn Nortury, and other valiant Knights and 
£fquire8, who adventured thcmfelves with the King 
at his coming into the Kingdom. Likewife, That nb 
Stranger bofn be a Colledor oi the Cuftoms, or the 
like Officer, neither enjoy aoy Benefice within the 
Realm. And, that no Members of the Commons* 
Hdufe be Golleaors of Subfidies. The King's Anfwer 
to the feut Jirft, was» The King will hi advifed^ And 
. to the laft, :ft Jhall be as in the Reign of Edward IIP. 
Lajlhfy At the Requeft of the Comrmons^ the King re- 
mitted Silt Shillings and Eighrpence of every &ck of 
WooU, and the like of otl^r Staple Commodities of 
the Grant made in the 4th Year of his Reign, by rea- 
^fon that fo much was mif*entered in the Roll. 

There were feveral other Petitions and Anfwers upon 
lefs A^irs, which, being read, the Chancellor, by the 
King's Command, returittd his Majefty's Thanks to 
them all, and diiTolved this Parliament. 

Unno Rcgni 7. In the fcventh Year of this King's Reign •*, Writf 
2406. ^gje iffued, dated December 21, for a Parliament .to 

a JValfingbam adds, That the Kaights and Burgefles were fo afhamed of 
themfelves, that they confeired their Fault to the Archbj/hop, and aflced 
bis Pardon. And that the Clergy granted the King, at this Tinfte, %. 
Tenth and an Half, notwtthfianding that the Half of the laft grahted 
Tenth was yet unpaid, p.. 372. 

b The Day of the Month not mentioned. 

c He was Warden ci the Cinque Ports, Arino 23 Richard TI, aftd 
was fummoned to Parliament as fuch, in the firft nine Years oi Henry IV, 
Nor was there any other Perfon fummoned as Warden in this Reign^ bu5 
Henry Prince of JVaUs^ in the eleventh Year, 

d Dugdale*^ Summons to Parliament, p. 372. 

This Author and Sir Robert Cottons Abridgement differ oftentimes f(v 
much in their Dates of Summons, that it is hardly poflible tojeconcilc them* 
Dugdale fays, there were no Summons in the fixth of this Reign ; contrary 
to iValJingbamy and the Statuta at large, which mention feveral A^s pttflcd 
in that vary Year. 
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meet at Csventry on the i 5th of Felruary ; but, on the^»n| ^*^ ^% 
ift of January^ other Writs were ifliied for their Meet- 
ing, at Ghucejier on the Day firft appointed : From 
whence they were proro^ed to afiemble at Wtftminfiir 
on Mwddy in the firft Week (A Lent y or the ift of ^^r^i^ 
that Year. Being all inet, according to Che taft P^o«> 
relation, in the Painted Chamber of the King's Palace 
there, Thomas de Langley^ Clerk, then Lord-Chancel- 
lor, opened the Caofe of the Satemionss and, after 
making the ufaal Declaration about the Liberties of 
Holy Church, &ff . he took for his Subjeft rfiefe Words, 
Mtdtorum Conjilii requiruntur in magnis ; and faidy 

* That in the weighty AfKiirs relative to the good £ 9* 3 
' Government of the Realm, and Safety of the Subiedst 

* which -wrcre annoyed by th^ Rebellion of the trtlfi^ 
^ and likely to be invaded by the French and SeoU^ who 
^ ceafed not to infeft Guienne and the Marfhes of Calais ; 
' befides the Troubles raifed by the Irijh^ he had called 
^ the fame Parliament, as meaning to follow the Counfei 

* of the Wife, faying Fili nil fine Confilio facias^ it tunc 

* ^^ Fa^um non paenitebis ; wherein he purpofed to be- 
*gm alio with the Example of Ahafuerus^ ^i in* 

* terrogavit Sapientes, et illorum cunffa faciebat Con* 
^filio. In which Confultation, he declared to the 

* King, Lords, and Commons, that if they would ob« 

* ferve the Laws of God, they might then aflure them- 

* fclves to find Peace at Home, and Viftory Abroad/ 

The Receivers of Petitions being appointed, the next . 
Day the Commons came before the King' and Lords, 
andprcfcnted Sir John Tibetot for their Speaker, who^'Jjf^^J^^'"* 
excafed himielf on account of his Youth, and otherspcaker^ 
Caufes ; but theKing confirmed the Eledlion. We do 
not find that this new Speaker made any Proteftation to 
the Throne, in Behalfof himfelf and his Colkagues, as 
was ufual at this. For, after he had excufed himfelf, ^j^ .^^, 
» above, the Chancellor immediately charged the Com- ProtcSon, 
mens, for the fpeedier Difpatch of Bufmefs this Parlia- 
ment, to repair to th^ir accuftomed Place in the Abbey of 
IVeJlminfler^ znA to be there every Morning at Eight 
o'clock; the Lords were, at the i^m^ Time, ordered to 
meet at Nine. 

It muft be owned that a great deal of Bufinefs may 
be difpatched in a very littic Time, when we tell our 

Readers, 
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Kiog Uemy IT. Readers, That the Commons had got ready thtir Bill of 
Aid, the next Day, March 2, and, with the Confent of 
the Bilbops and Lords, prefented it to the King ; where* 
by they grariteda Subfidy of oneTenth and one Fifteenth, 
to be levied on the Laity for one Year ; and, befides, 
thevgaveto the King, in other Matters, as Tonnage 
and roundage, ^c. the fame that was granted in the 
laft Parliament. 

A late Hiftorian makes a fine Flourish here *, « That 

* Henry was denied an Aid of Money in this Parlia- 
^ ment, and was flatly told there was no viflble Occa- 

* fion for it : That the King was extremely oiFcnded at 

< this Denial \ but, however, durfl not fhew his Re- 

* fentment, for Fear ofexafperating them : Mean while, 

* he devifed an Expedient, which procured him what 
f he wanted. This was, to keep the Parliament alTem* 

* bled till they (bould, of their own Accord, be brought 

* to grant his Demand ; fo, without any frefli Appli-* 

* cation, he continued the Seffion till the End of Augujl. 

* This, adds he, was very inconvenient to the Mem- 

* bers, who had Bufineis at Home, and withal! very ex- 

* penfive to the People who were to bear their Charges. 

* At length the Commons, impatient of returning to 

< their Homes, voted him a Subfidy, not without loud 

* Murmurs at the Conftraint laid upon them.'. 
Thus do fome Hiftorians fet oflF their Labours in 

glaring Colours and pompous Expreifions, in order to 
take the Eye, and divert the Ears of their Readers ! 
There happens to be little or no Truth in all this Parade 
of Words, for there was no Demur at all in the Parlia- 
ment's granting an Aid. Qn the co^itrary, it was given 
much fooner than ordinary, and in a very unufual Way; 
being granted on the very next Day the Commons pre- 
fented their Speaker, or the fecond Day of the Seflion. 
It is true, indeed, this Parliaipent was continued by Pro- 
rogation for a much longer Time than Rapih fp^aks of 5 
but it was not for the Reafon he mentions, but, as it 
will appear in the Sequel, on a quite different Occa-^ 
fion. 

If Walfingham led him into this Miftake, as his 
Marginal Note feems to infer, Cotton's Abridgment^ 
which is alfo quoted in the fame Phce, would have fet 

him 

il ^apin^ Fol. ^dit* p. 49$, 
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liim right again, if he would have taken the Trouble King HMfyiy^' 
to confult it. 

It was not till March 23, that the Commons came be*- * 
fore the King agaih> when Sir John TibeUU the Speaker, 
then made the common Proteftation, and required 
a Confirmation of all their Liberties and Privileges, and 
that they might at any Time fend for any of their Bills ' 
from the Lords, for Amendment of the fame ; whic^h 
was granted. The fame Day the faid Speaker, before 
the King, made feveral Memorandums for good Govern- 
ment, namely, for confirming all their Liberties, for 
fafe keeping of the Sea, and for providing for the 
Defence of GuUnm^ which was then in great Danger 
to be loft. 

On the 3d of April the Speaker required of the King, The Speaker 
that his former Proteftation and the following Regula-propoies feveral 
tions might be entered on Record, viz. Regulation, in 

* That, ior the better refifting of the TV€l/h Rebels^^'^'*''^""^^ 
^ the Prince might refide in Wales^ and have fufScient 

^ Power given him, by Commiffion, for that Purpofe. 
^ That no Heritages, conquered from the Weljh^ bo 

* given away till one Quarter of a Year after/ The 

King anfwered. That he would not grant any without [ 93 } 
jfdvice. 

< That a Time for banifhing all Aliens, Frenchmen 

* and Bretons t out of the Realm be appointed,' It was 
anfwered, Itjhallwith all convenient Speed. 

* That it would pleafe the King to excufe the Com- 

* mons, in that it had been reported they had talked 
^ of the King's Perfon otherwife than befeemed them, 
< which wais untrue.' The King anfwered. He belli'- 
ved the fame. 

Then a Committee of both Houfes was appointed to 
treat about the Safeguard of the Sea, who agreed upon 
the Articles following : 

L * That the Merchants, Mariners, and Owners of 

* Englijh Ships, fhall find and provide fufficicnt and 

* able Ships for 200Ct fighting Men, and 1000 Sea- 

* men, for a Year and a Half. To anfwer which Ex- 

* pence they (hall have allowed, upon Account, 12 ^. in 

* the Pound on Merchandize, and 3 5. upon every Ton of 

* Wine; with the fourth Part of the Subfidy on Woolls, 

* Wooll-fells, and Skins, granted in the laft Parlia- 

* ment . 
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ttofffiifiylV** meat held at Cwentryi and that thQ Merchants, ict 
^ levying the faid Sums, ihould have Warrants under 

* the Privy Seal as oft asjthcre was Occafion. 

II. « That the Merchants ihall en/oy all fuch Prize* 

< as they ihall take, having due Confideration for the 

* King's Admirals when he ihall appoint any. 

III. « That if the Royal Navy of the Enemy Ihall 

* happen to be at Sea, and the King make out againft 
' * them, then the Merchants aforefaid ihall have one 

• * Month's Notice to provide. 

IV. • The Merchants aforefaid ihall have reafonable 
« Warning of any Peace or Truce to 6e made ; after 

< which they ihall have due Confideration for all their 

* Charges. 

V. * That the Merchants name two Perfons, one 

< for the South and the other for the North, who, by. 

* Commiffion, ihall' have the fai^e Power as other Ad- 

* mirals have had on the like Occafion. 

^ Laftlyj The Merchants den^anded 4000 /• for 

* the prefent 5 but the Anfwer was, The King had if 

r Q . 1 The fame Day, Jpril 3; the King, for certain weighty 

^ . Reafons estprcfled in the Record^ adjourned the faid 
Parliament from that Day unto the ^indene of 
Eafter next enfuing, to be holden at the faid Place, at 
Wejiminfter ; and licenfed the Lords and Commons to 
depart (ox that Time. 

The Day appointed was the 25th of April that 
Year; when, becaufe the Archbiihop. of Canterbury ^ 
with feveral other Biihops and Lords, were not yet 
come, the Parliament was again adjourned for four 
Days more. Nor were they well fettled to do Buiinefs 
till Sunday the 8th Day of May following; at which 
Time the Speaker of the Commons again prayed the 
King, that, under his Proteftion, he mi^ht be allowed 
as great a Liberty of Speech as any of his Predcceffors 
ever had, which was granted. They then requefted 

the 

« The King*s Writ to the Mayor and Sheriff of tendon, with a full 

Account of this Agreement of the Merchaat8>. ia in the Puilrc yfffs. The 

• like Writs are dire^ed to the Chief Oflicers of all the Cities and great 

Towns in England. Teftf Regt apud Weftmonafterium/^jf^o Die Aprilis. 

' Fttd, Ang^ Tom. VIII. p. ^37. 

There is another Inftrumcnt in the faid Public ASs under this Title } 
Di Admiralh (onfiituto per Mercatore* Regi nominatg. Ibid, p* 439* 
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tbe King to appoint cert^a Perlfbn^s by Name, tol)eKiii^&«r|fi7« 

of his Council -, and that W Authority of Parliament. 

They required that Proviuon (bould be made fot the 

great Dearth at Calais i that all Captains beyond the 

Seas be commanded to repair fpcedily to their Forts and 

Ports, as the Earl of Samrfit was about to go to Calais % 

and that Richard Cfydir9we<, on^ of the Admirals for 

the Sea, might be ordered to go thither ; all which 

the King granted. 

Some private AiFalrs next follow in the Record, ~ 
which we chufe to omit. This Fjiriiainent continued 
fitting till the 7 th oijum^ when the famous h6t was 
pafled for entailing the Crown of England^ with all the 
Hereditaments and Rights whatfoever, on the prefent 
King, and the Heirs Male of his Bodv, lawfully begot- tTS^aJJ^^^^f 
ten. In like Manner it was entailed on the Prince of PuliameAt« 
lyaUsy and, for Default of his liTue, on the Lords 7%^- 
max, Jobfiy and Humphrey^ fucceffively ^. But our Abrid-* 
ger remarks, that the Conveyance is crofied on the Re<> 
cord ; and on the Margin of it is wrote Vacat ; yet this 
Conveyance, he adds, was exemplified under the Great 
Seal at that Time. 

It does not appear by the Copy from the original RolI% 
of Parliament, at prefent under our InfpedUon, that thia 
ASt was pafled at this Time, no Notice being there 
taken of it. It may be that the Copyer, feeing the Va^ 
€at in the Margin, thought it not worth the Trouble of 
tranicribing in that Pl^ce } efpecially a^it occurs fooa 
after in this very Parliament, ufliered m with all the 
Formalities fo fblemn an hSt required. 

We fhall make no Remarks of our own on this ex« C 95 3 
traordinary A£l: of Parliament, for fettling the Succef- 
fion, and limiting of it to the Heirs Male only ; though 
we have not met, in the Courfe of thefe Inquiries^ 
with an ASi of this Nature. We fhall only fay, that 
the Exclufion of the Females from fucceeding, of any 
Line virhatfoever, was a tacit DiflieriTon of the Houfe 
of Tork ; who, as the Reader will find in the Sequel, 
claimed only from that Soui^ce. 

The Commons required, * That certain Perfpns may 
< be appointed Auditors, to take and examine the Ac- 
« counts of the Lord Fumival and Sir John Pelham^ 

* made 

f Jphn the third Sqa is omitted, by Miftakcj In CoUanm 
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Xi«g Unry IV. « nade Trcafarers of War in the laft Parliament/ They 
required alfo, • That three Parts of the Subfidy granted 
^ to thp Merchants for keeping the Sea, be paid to 
< them ; and that the fourth fhall only be employed for 

* the Defence of the Realm. That all AHens may 

* avoid the Kingdom, except thofe that are Inade De- 

* nizens, or Men of the Church, impotent Perfons, or 
^ Dutchmen^ That all Lands and other Profits, let out 

* for Life, or Years, by the King. or his Progenitors, 

* may be improved to greater Value. Lajily^ That all 

* the Revenues and Profits of the Realm, granted fince 

* the Beginning of the Parliament, may be refumed into 

* the King's Hands, and referved for the Maintenance 

* of his Houfe ; and that all the exorbkant Charges of 

* the Houfliold be fpeedily retrenched.' 

On the 19th aijune the King, for the^fame weigh- 
ty Reafpns as before, again adjourned this Parliament 
from that Day to the ^indene of St. Michael^ or the 
15th of O£iober following. 

On which Day being again aflembled, it was farther 
adjourned for four Days more, to give Time for fome 
Lords and Commons yet to come up. And it was not 
till the 1 8th of O£fober that Sir John Tibetot^ Speaker 
of the Qommons, came before the King, and required 
z Confirmation of his firftProtcft, which was granteU* 
And, upon, a Motion of the faid Speaker, the King 
charged both Lords and Commons, on their Al^ 
legiance, that they (hould particularly inquire con- 
cerning any evil Government, and prevent it for the 
future. The fame Day the Speaker required that the 
CafUe of Manlion^ which was the Key of the Three 
' [ 96 ] Kingdoms, and which was kept by Sir Charles de 
Navarr, a Foreigner, might be kept by Etiglijhmen 
only : * That all Fines and Ranfoms of the Weljh" 

* men may be employed in thofe Wars : That the 

* Prince may be fent into Wales with all Speed, con- 

* fidering the Rebellion of the Earl of Northumberland 
^ and others ^ : That certain Cafiles might be kept 

* as Hoflages for the Earl of Douglas ; and that the 

* other Scots Prifoners fhould not be flightly given up, 

* con- 

r The Earl of Northumberlavd had revolted again, bnt had been forced 
to fly, with the Lord Bariolfy into Scotland fcr Prote£lion. Being be- 
trayed there, they fled into HitltSf aoA, joining with Owen Clendour^ mere 
then become formidable. 
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^ confidering, as they faid^ that they were the Flower Kin« *w3r IV*. 

* of all Scot/and/ 

In this SefHon of the fame Parliament, the Conveys 
ance or Ad of Settlement, mentioned before, was re- 
pealed, and another Adl was made upon it, whereby 
the Crown was entailed upon the King and his Sons, in 
General Tail, &c. 

Mr. Rapin has beftowcd a great deal of HiftoricalMr.l?«^/ysR^^ 
Learning on the pafling and repealing of the laft, and ^*[f^**^^^{^*' 
xnaking this new Aft of Settlement ; wherein the Argu-> 
ihents, pro £5* con. about the ki^ht of Females fucceed- 
ing to the Crown of England^ is learnedly difcufled K 
We {hall refer our Readers to that Author for the whole 
ofthe Argiimients on the Queftion, and content our- 
felves with niaking fome Obfervations, from him, on the 
Statute before us ^ He fays, * That when Henry iV. 

* mounted the Throne, he pretended to be the next 

* Heir of Richard II. by which he feemed to make no 

* Account of the Earl of Marches Right, defcended 
*only from a Daughter ^ And, indeed, fuppofing 

* the Invalidity of the Female Right, it could not be 
^ denied but that he was nearer than the Karl of March^ 
^ who Was fet up againft him. But this pretended In- 
^ validity was a Point not decided ; for the People were 

* generally of Opinion, that Daughters had a Right to 

* the Succeifion, fince, without its being neceflary to 

* alledge Examples or Precedents in their Favour, it 

^ was fufEcient that' there was no Law to exdud.e them^ L 97 3 

* Upon this Foundation the late Rebellion was raifed, 
^ as appeared by the Manifefto the Rebels publiihed. It 

* is therefore very likely, that, to remove this Pretence 

* from the Malecontents, Henry would have had this 

* Point fettled by an A£t ; which) in excluding the 
^ Daughters and their Iffiie, feemed to iniinuate the 

* reigning King afcended the Throne, purfuant to the 
' cuftomary Laws of the Realm. But this A£t which, 

* fays tour Author, was extorted the fame Way as the 

* Subfidy, lalted but till the Eiid of the Year, The 

* next Parliament, [^Jiill miftakingy for it was all the 
^fame] made fuch ftrong Remonftrances to the King, 

Vol, II. G * that 

S Rapin, Fol Ed. p. 498. 

h Statutes at large; An. 7. Henry IV. cap. ii, 

i SccVol I, p, 337, 414. and ^n this Volurtie, p. %, 
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Kia§^iMfy It. € that he confented to the Repeal. This Parliament, 

< not fatisfied with leaving the Right of the Daughters 

< in its former doubtful State, pafled a new A<a, where- 

* by the Females and their Poftcrity were eftabliflied in 

< their natural Rights.' Our Author concludes with 
tibfcrving, • That the Precaution taken by the King to 

* fecure his Right in the firft Afl:, was extremely prc- 
f judicial to his Pofterity. He thereby gave Occafion 

• for the fccond, which ftrengthened the Title of the 

• Earl of March ; and coilfequently of ^the Houfe of 
« York^ who became Heirs to that Prince.* 

TKe foregoing We (hall make no Apology for inferting this long 

Settlement re- x Quotation from an Author of fuch Eminence in Hi- 

5:^ti*U..fto^y5 and. where he is right in his Points, (hail al- 

Crown in Gene- ways give him his due Praife. A Matter of that great 

wlTaUi Mofticnt, as the SuccefSdn to the Crown of England^ 

fettled by Aft of Parliament, muft not be flightly 

pafsM over in thefe Inquiries ; we fhall therefore 

give our Readers an AbftraiS: of the Statute itfelf, as it 

IS publiflied in the CoUeftion of Public A£isy tranflated 

from the Latin ; which, with thie Names of the Biihops^ 

Abbots, Lords, &f^. who figned the fald hSty may 

ferve to conclude our Account of this extraordinary 

Proceeding '. 

H E N R Y, iy the Grace of God, &c. 
It begins with a Recital of the A& made laft Seflion 
of Parliament, for fettling the Succeffion on the Male 
r jj ] Line only, as aforefaid : Then adds, Neverthelefs, be» 
caufe the Prelates, Lords, Clergy, and the whole Com^ 
i»»ff//y ^/England, confidering that the faid Statute, by 
excluding the Female Line, too much contrasted the Right 
ef Succejfton, which they rather fought to enlarge, they 
unanimoufly petitioned us, with more than ordinary Zeal, 
to annul and make void the faid Statute, and to pafs an 
An for fettling the Right of Succeffion in Henry, my Son 
and Heir, and the rejl of my Sons, and their Children, 
lawfully begotten, fucceJJSvely. 

iVe, therefore, judging the faid Requeft to be confonant 
to Right, do annul and make void the jatd former Statute ; 
mnd, with the Confent, and by the Authority, of the faid 

Prelates, 
1 Feed, Ang. Torn. V1II« p. 46Z, 3* 4. It is alfo entered en the 
KoUs of Parliament, 
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Preiaies^ Lords ^ &c. in Parliament ajfembled^ do ordain^ king Henrg. IV, 

wjiabiijh^ &c. the /aid Heilry our Firft-horn Son^ our true^ 

lawful^ and undoubted Heir^ and univerfal Succejfory to 

pur Crowns and Kingdoms of England and France, and 

U all our Dominions beyond the Sea whatfoever j with 

all their Rights\ Appurtenances^ Privileges^ &c. belongs 

ing thereto ; and after him^ fuccejjively^ to the Heirs (jf 

his Bodfy laiVfully begotten^ for ever. 

For Failure of this, in like Manner, the Settlement 
fcftabliflies it on Thomas the King's fecond Son, and his 
Heirs, &fr. then to John and Humphrey^ his thh"d and 
fourth, fucceediiig. 

Provided, that, by this Statute or Ordinance, we tH" 
tend not to change or alter the Succejffion to the Rights^ 
Pojfeffions, Honours, and Cujloms, with all other Appur-^ 
tendnces belonging to the Duchy ^ Lancafter j but that 
the faid Rights, &c. may remain as. they have been ac^ 
cuJiomed\ this. Or any other Statute made in this Parlia^ 
ment, notwithftanding. 

In Tejlimony of which not only our Seat, but the ff/^Zr Which is fub- 
€f all the Lords Spiritual and Temporal aforefaid, for^^^^^^^ 
ihemfelves, the Clergy and Community aforefaid^ are put * 
to thefe Prejents. 



Bishops. 
Thomas, Archbifliop of Can- 

terbury, Primate of Eng* 

land. 
Nicholas, Bifliopof London^ 
Henry, of fVincheJier. 
John, of Ely. 
ylfomas, of Durham. 
Robert, fiifhop of Chichejler 
Richard^ of Salijbury. 
Guy, of Si. Davids. 
John, of Coventry zndLrtch- 

field. 
Richard, of Worceftir. 
Richard, of Bath ^xAWells. 
Robert, of Hereford. 
Philip, of Lincoln. 
Thomas, of Landaff. And 
William, of Carl'tlle. 

G 



TbeGuardiansofthc Spt- 
ritaalities belonging to 
the Archbifliopric cif 
York, and to the Bi« 
Ihoprics of Norm ch and 
Rochejler.. 

The Abbots of 
Wejlminfter. . 
St. Alban's. 
Waltham. 
Peterborough. 
St. John in Colchefteri 
Su Edmund's Bury. 
Abyndon. 

St. Mary's, York. 
Croyland. 
Bardoney. 

St. Bennet, of Huhn. 
2 ' Glajlen^ 
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Redyng. 

Tbormy. 

Selby. 

Battel. 

drencher. 

St. Peter's^ GUucefter. 

Evejham4 

Ramefey. 

Hyde^ nczt fPtncheJler. 

IVinChecumie. 

The Prior of Coventry. 

Walter^ Prior of the Hofpi- 
talof 5/. John of Jerw 
falem^ in England. 

Dukes. 

Edwardy DyiVtoiYork. 
John^ of Somerfet^ 
Edmund J of Kent. 

Earls. 

Thomas^ Ezrl o( Jrundele. 
Euhardi of IVarwick. 
Edward J of Devonjhire. 
Michaely of Suffolk. 
Richard^ of Oxford. And 
Ralph J of Weflmor eland. 

Barons. 
William Lord Rooi. 
Richard Lord Grey^ of Co^ 

denori. 
Henry Lord Meaumont. 



Reginald Lord Grgr, of 

Ruthyn. 
William Lord Ferrers. 
Thomas Lord Furnival. 
William Lord Willougbhy. 
Hugh Lord Burnel. 
William Lord Clynton. 
Thomas Lord Morky. 
John Lord Darcey. 
John Lord £^^/. 
Earth. Lprd Bourghchier* 
Gilbert Lord 7tf/^<7/. 
William Lord Zouch. 
Thomas Lord Camois. 
Richard Lord Seymour. 
Henry Lord Fitz-Hugb. 
Hen. LA.Scrope^ofMaJbam; 
John Lord /FW//i. 
]/^i&» Lord Cobham* 
Peter Lord Mauley. 
John Lord Latymere. 
Edward Lord Charlton^ of 

Powys. 
Thomas Lord 2)^ Ai Zf^r. 
Thomas Lord Berkeley , dc 

Berkeley. 
Ralph Lord Cromwell. 
Ralph Lord Greyjiock. 
William Beauchampj Lord 

Bergavenny. 
John Lord Tuchet. 
Robert Lord Ponynges. 
John Ld. Harrington. And 
Richard Lotd Strange. 



ttklr ^tn Be- ^'^° ^'^ 5"^*? Tl*^^«^ Knight, Speaker of the Houfe 

haff of thc^Com- ^ Commons, in this Parliament, in his own and in the 

nons* Name of the whole Body, gave his AfTent to all the 

aforefaid Articles. £<?/?/>, The King, with all the reft, 

fwore to keep all the faid Premiffes inviolably. 

Dated, in this prefent Parliament, within our-Palace 
at Wejlminjlerj December 2, Jnno Dom. 1406, in the 
Eighth Year of our Reign. 

Sir 
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Sir Robert Cotton^ or rather his Publilhcr, Mr. Prynm^ Kiag Haay lY. 
in the Abridgement^ makes the following Remark on the ' 

Proceedings of the Clergy in this Parliament, which wc 
fliail give verbatim* 

' At this Time the Clergy fuborned Henry Prince of 

* Wales^ for and in the Name of the Bi&ops and Lords; 
^ and Sir John Tibetot^ the Speaker, for and in the 

* Name of the Commons, to exhibit a long and bloody 
^ Bill againft certain Men called Lolkrdsy namel/ 

* againft thofe that preached or taught any Thing againU; 

* the Temporal Livings of the Clergy. Other Points 

* touching Lollardyy I read none ; only this is to be 
' marked, for their better Expedition in this Exploit, 

* they Joined Prophecies touching the King's Eftate, 

* and fuch as whifpered and bruited that King Richard 

* was ftill living; ail which they inferted, to the End 
^ that, by fuch Subtilty, they might better gain their Ends 
^ againft the poor Lollqrds aforefaid. Wherein note 

* a moft unjawful and monftrous Tyranny ; for the R«- 

* queft of the faid Bill was. That every Officer, or other 

* Minifter whatfoever, might incjuire after, or appre* 

* hend, fuch Lollards^ without any other Commiffion, ■ 
^ and that no Sanftuary (hould proteft them.' 

But, notwithftanding thefe farcaftical Expreflions in 
our true-blue Proteftant, the Bill againft thefe Broachers 
of new Controverfies and Lyes, as they are there ftiled *, 
muft have been thought very reafonable at that Time, 
efpecially in a Government founded fo weakly as this 
was, and which muft fear every Blaft of Sedition that 
could blow againft it. Mr. Fuller^ in his Church-Hifto^ 
ry, ha^ given us an Abftraft of this A<St againft the Lol^ 
lardsj which we fliaH infert, as we have compared it 
with the Original, and find it juft, 

To our TJioJi redoubted and gractQUs SoiAereign^ the K.i^o, r q, i 

* \r OUR humble Son, Henry Prince of WaUsy and 

* Parliament humbly Ihew, That the Church of England i^/ards, 

* hath been, and now is, endow'd with Temporal rof- 

* feffions, by the Gifts and Grants, as well of your Royal 

* Progenitors, as by the Anceftors of the faid Lords 

G 3 Tem- 

a touchant Us LoUaides, et hxautres Parlours et Centrovours del Novelist^' 
^ dfi Menfcn^es, ^c. Rot. Pad. 7 e; 8 Henry IV, N^, 6^. 
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Temporal, to maintain Divine Service, keepHofptta- 
lity, (^c. to the Honour of God, and the Soul's Health 
of your Progenitors, and the faid Lords Temporal. 
^ Yet, now of late, fome, at the Inftigation or the £ne* 
my, againft the aforefaid Church and Prelates, have, 
as well in public Sermons, as in Conventicles and fecret 
Places called Schools, ftirr'd and moved the People of 
your Kingdom to take away the faid. Temporal Pof- 
feffions from the faid Prelates, with which they are as 
rightly endow'd, as it hath been, or mieht be, beft 
advtfed or imagined by the Laws and Cuftomsof your 
Kingdom '^ and of which they ^re as furely pofiefled 
as the Lords Temporal are of their Inheritances. 

* Wherefore, in cafe that this evil Purpofe be not re* 
iifted by your Royal Majefty, it is very likely that, 
in Procefs of Time, they. will alfo excite the People 
of youc Kingdom for to take away from the faid Lords 
Temporal their PofTeiltons and Heritages, fo to make 
them common to the open Commotion of your People. 

^ There be alfo others who publiih, and caufe to be 
publifbed, evilly and falfely, among the People of your 
Kingdom, That iS/V^tfr^, late King oi England ^ (who 
is gone to God, and on whofe Soul God, thro' his 
Grace, have MerCy) is ftill alive. And fome have writ 
and publiflied divers falfe pretended Prophecies to the 
People, difturbing them who would, to their Power, 
live peaceably, ferve God, and faithfully fubmit and 
obey you their Liege Lord. 

* Wherefore, may it pleafe your Royal Majefty, \r\ 
Maintenance of the Honour of God, Confervation of 
the Laws of Holy Church, as alfo in Prcfervation of 
you, your Children, and the Lords aforefaid, and for 
the Quiet of all your Kingdom, to ordain by Statute 
in the prefcnt Parliament, by the AfTent of the Lords 
aforefaid, and the Commons of your Kingdom, That 
in- cafe any Man or Woman, of what Eftate or Condi- 
tion they be, preach, publifh, or maintain, hold, ufe, 
or exercife any Schools j, if any Seft or Dodrine here- 
after, againft the Catholic Faith, either preach, publiih, . 
maintain, or write a Schedule, whereby the People may 
be moved tp take away the Temporal Poflcflicns; 
of tbp aforefaid Prelates 3 or preach andpublifli. That 

ftichcird 
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< Richard late KXi^y who is dead, ihould ftill be in full KjAg Hwy iv. 

* Life ; or that the Fool in Scotland^ is that King Richard 
^ who is dead ^ or that publiOi or write any pretended 

* Prophecies to the Commotion of your People i thstf 

* they, and. every of them, be taken and put in Prifon,. 

* without being delivered in Bail, or otherwife, except 
' by good and fufEcient Mainprize, to be taken before 

* the Chancellor of England^ ^c* 

At the' Petition of Thomas Lord Furnivaly and Sir 
John Pelham, Knight, Treafurers of War as aforefaid. 
It was agreed, That certain Auditors afligned in this 
Parliament to take their Accounts, fliould make due Al- 
lowance to them ; and that they, their Heirs and Land* 
Tenants, fhould be clearly difcharged from the faid 
Account* 

Alfo the fame Day, viz. 22d of O^fober, the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons came again before the King 
and Lords, and required, in the Name of that Body, 
that all the Lords of Council might be fworn to obfervc 
certain Articles, which they had drawn up, for the bet- 
ter Regulation of the public Affairs of the Kingdom. , 
The Archbi&op of Canterbury^ for himfclf and others, 
refufed to fwear to them, but offered to do what they 
could towards their Obfervance. Upon this the King [ 103 ] 
charged the faid Archbifhop, with the reft,, on their 
Allegiance, to take the Oath, which accordingly they 
did ; and further, the King caufed all the Oi&cers of 
his Houfliold,. and of all his Courts of Juftice, to be . 
fworn to fulfil the faid Oath. The Articles were thefe i , ., - , 

L * That worthy Counfellors and Officers be ap- Relula^on of 

* pointed, and not to be removed without good Proof the Government, 

* of their ill Management, prefemed by the 

IL * That . no due Grants be flayed at the Great or Z'^^^,1 b^the 

* Privy Seal. King's CowjcU* 

IlL * That none about the King's Perfon do purfue 

* any Suit or Quarrel, by any other Means than by 

* Order of the Common Law. 

IV. * That no Officer be appointed by any Mediation 

* contrary to the Laws. 

V. ' That Order be taken for the Governance of the 

* King'^ Houfe, Chamber, and Wardrobe. 

VL ' That the Revenues and Profits of the Crowa' 

* and 
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and Realm be employed towards the Charges n^xt 
aforefaid. 

VII. • That no Perfon, under a Penalty, do receive, 
or take by Way of Gift, any of the Profits aforefaid, 

VIII. ' That two certain Days in the Week be ap- 
ppinted for a}l Suitors to exhibit their Petitions to th^ 
King ; and that fome Perfons may be alfo appoint*- 
ed to receive and give Anfwers to the fame. 

IX. ' That no Man, whatfoeyer, do prefer any Bill 
or Suit to the King on any other Days. 

X. * That nonq of the Council hold Pleas of any 
Matter determinable at Common Law. 

XI. ' That all Statutes touching Buyers and Purvey^ 
ors may be executed. 

XII. * That no one of the King's Council fhall give 
Encouragement to any Suitor, before Determination 
had in full Council. 

XIII. ' That no Matters of Council may be difpatch- 
ed, but by full Affent, unlefs the fame require great 
Hafte ; in which Cafes Word fhall be fent, to fuch 
Counfellors as are abfept, to the End that their Advice 
may be kriown. 

^ The Xiy, XV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, and XIX Ar- 
tides, ordain, ' That none of the King's higher Of- 
ficers, or other Under-Officers, or Clerks, of any of 
his Courts, or of his Hou(hold, fhall take any but 
their accuftomed Fees, and appoint any Minifter under 
them to do the fame. 

XX. * That the Queen do pay for her Journey tp 
the King's Houfes, as Queen Philippa lately did. 

XXI. • That none of the Officers of the Marjhalfeas 
of the King's Houfc, or Clerk of the Marjcet, do hold 
any Plea othe^wife than in the Time of Edward this 
Firfl. 

XXII. < That all the SherifFs before the Eleflion of 
Knights of the Shire, (hall, by open Proclamation in 
their feveral Counties, give fifteen Days Refpite to 
the Time and Place. 

XXIII. ' That all the King's Great Officers of every 
Court, and of bis Houfhold, fliall maintain the Com* 
mon Laws. 

XXIV. ' That all Foreigners who are not Deniferi^ 
^ tlo make Fines, by a Day, with the King. 
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XXV. « That the Steward of the King's Houfe, with King Benij IV. 

* the Treafurer, have full Power to difcharge the Ser- 

* jeants and other OflScers for their Mifdemeanors. 

XXVL * That the faid Officers, and Chamberlain 
^ of the Houfhold, do execute their Trufts according to 

* the Statutes of the King's Houfe. 

XXVII. « That no Judicial Officer, or other Mini- 

* fter within the King's Houfe, or in any of his Courts, 
^ enjoy any of the faid Offices, but at Will, 

XX VIII; « That all the Chief Officers of the King'? 

* Houfe and Courts do m^ke, yearly, ftrift Inquiries. 

* of all Mifdemeanors and Mifprifions done under them, 
^ and make Report thereof to the King's Council. 

XXIX. « That the Array of the fpecial Affizc chal- 
^ lenged be tried, at large, as in general Affizes ; and 

* that the SherifFdo take nothing for any Pan'ncl between 
^ Party and Party. Laftly^ That all the Articles afore- 
< faid (hall only continue to the End of the ne^^t Parlis^? 
^ Oicnt/ 

Whoever confiders well the foregoing Articles, deli- 
vered by the Speaker, will find that there is fcarce ^ 
trifling one amongil them ; which evidently (hews, 
that the Commons of England were neither Fools nor 
Knaves in thofe Days. Nor was the King lefs obliging 
and condefcending, on his Part, than the Commons 
had been refolute and prefumptive on theirs ; not only 
fuifering the faid Articles, which ftruck fufficiently at 
his Prerogative, to pafs into a Law, though but a tem- 
porary one ; but alfo compelling the Archbi(hop, with 
the reft of the Council, l^c. to fwearto the Obfervance [105 ] 
of them. Which alfo, demonftrates that, whatever 
indire<Sl Steps Henry toojc to acquire the Diadem, he 
was refolved to keep it ; and is a ftrong Inftance that 
the beft Laws for the Subjed have been often gained 
ynder the weakeft Titles of our Kings. 

It is remarked, that as the King's Defign in this 
Parliament was to demand Money, he readily gave 
his Affent to fecure the Freedom of Eleflions; by 
which, it is evident that the King had done fomething 
in the Eleftions for the laft Parliament, tending tocoanty Ekl ^ 
abridge the Liberty of Voting ». This hSt is ftill ex- tions. 

t^nc 

n Kafin, Fol. Edit. p. 498. 
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Kingff«»ry IV. tant On the Rolls and itt our Sutute^ Books, by which 
/ it was cnadted, ' That, at the next County-Court after 

< the Delivery of the Writt)f Parliament, all there pre* 

< fent, as well Suitors fumn^oned for the fame Caufe,. as 

* others, fhall attend to the Eledlion of the Knights for 
« the Parliament, and in the full County they Ihall pro-* 

• ceed to )L\t&\on freely and indifferently, notwithftand- 

* ing any Requeft or Commandment to the contrary* 

• And, after they are chofen, their Names (hall be writ«» 

< ten in an Indenture, under the Seals of all thofe that 

* did chufe them, and tacked to the Writ of Parliament ; 

* which Indenture (hall be hoUen for the Sheriff's Re* 
« turn of the faid Writ •*/ This Method feems, with 
fome little Variation, to be the Manner of chufing at 
this Time. 

There are many more Petitions, Anfwers, &c. in 
"tie Proceedings of this Parliament 5 which, bccaufe they 
are on leiTer Affairs, or private Property, are omitted. 
It is obfervable, however, how anxious the Common^ 
were that all thefe Matters (hould be carefully recorded ; 
for, at their own Requeft, it was ena^d, that certain 
Members of their Houf^ fiiould be prefent at the engrofr 
fing the Roll of this Parliament. 
mSe^b^hT ^^^ ^*j^» ^^ ^^^ ^^^ Generofity and Gratitude to 
Kfngto^Sir John Sir John Tibetot, the young Speaker of the Houfe of 
TiB£TOT, the Commons, granted to him, in Fee, all the Lands and 
Speaker, Hereditaments of Richard ap Griffith ap Foethusy in the. 

[ 106 ] Counties of Carmarthen and Cardigan^ and elfewhere, 
in the Principality of South WaUs^ forfeited to the King 
by his being an Adherent to Owen GlendouTy Rebel and 
Traitor 5 and alfo the Qifice of Keeper of the Forcfts 
oiTVaybridge and Sapley^^ in the County of Huntingdon^ 
without any Fee or Out-Payment. And, further, the 
King gave to the faid Sir John the Goods and Chattels 
of Peter Prifwick^' Carpenter, a Felon, amounting ta 
one hundred and fifty Pounds \ all which muft be allow- 
ed a truly Royal Donation p. 

Mr, Prynne makes an Obfervation again, at the End 
of this laft Seffion of Parliament, to this Pi^rpofe, * That 

♦ the Commons' young Speaker took more upon him, 

• and fpoke more boldly and fervently to the King and 

Lords^ 

o Statutes at large. An. 7 Uenry IV. cap. xv. 

y He was afterwards xpade £arl of fFgrc^er, Ptf^dalis Barona^^^ 
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* Lords, than any Speaker had done before him. WhichKiag Bmrj IV# 
^ Innovation, beginning to grow in FaQiion, the King 

* and Lords thought proper, in a fucqeeding Parliament^ 

* to put a Check upon, as a Novelty inconfifiient with 
' the King's Prerogative : That the Speakers afterwards 

* becanie more modeft, and did not fay any Thing that 

* was difpleafing to the King ; or, if they gafually did, 

* to pray that it might be imputed^ onfyy to their ewn Ig'* 
^ norance^ and not unto the Commons,* It is further re« 
markable, tlsat this is the longeft Parliament we havo 
yet met with ; for, though it is not faid when it was 
diiTolved, becaufe the latter End of the original Roll is 
Bittch defaced, yet we may well fuppofc, by the three 
Prorogations, that it continued near a Year -, which was 
3n Innovation, in the antient Conftitution, taken Np« 
tice of by feveral Hii^orians as a great Blot in this Reign«r 
Holltng/head^ in particular, fays. That the Jong Con- 
tinuance of this Parliament was a great Lofs and Da- 
mage to the Commonalty ; for the £xpences of theis 
Reprefentatives was, almoft, equal, in Value, to thp 
Sum that was demanded for the Subfidy ^* 

At the End of the Roll of this Parliament is inferted, 
at Length, all the Pladta Corona^ or Pleadings of the 
Crown, againft Henry £larl of Northumberland^ and 
.Thomas Lord Uardolf^ for High Treafon, in levying 
War againft the King,tff. contained in fifteen Articles j 
and for which they were .adjudged, by this prefent Par- 
liament, as Traitors, to be drawn, hanged, and beheaded, 
»t the Difcretion of the King, and to forfeit all their 
Lands, Caftles, LordiQiips, §fr.. to him and his Heirs 
for ever. It was not long after this Sentence that the 
Forfeiture cam^ to the King; for this very Year the Earl 
Qii Northumberland^ raifing Forces, entered Yorkjhire^ but 
wasoverthrown by the High Sheriff of that County, and 
himfelf, with Lord Bardplf, flain.-^Tbus the Father, 
Son, and Brother of that NobleFamily fell by that Power 
ihey themfelves had fo unjuftly raifed .to Sovereignty. 

On the 20th of OSIaher^ in the fucceeding Year, 
another Parliament met, by Summons, at Gloucejler \ L ^^1 J 
but, upon calling over the Houfe of Commons, feveral 
Defaulters being found, it was put oiF for four Days 

longer. 
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KiBgifwirylV.jQngfir. ph that Day the Archbifliop of Canterbury^ 

Arundel^ ftill Lord-Chancellor, opened the Sei&on and 

Anno Re n ^^ Caufe of the Meeting, with a Speech, and took 

^1407. * '* ^^*s Text for his Subjeft, Regem honorificate. 
At Gi a ^^ which he endeavoured to prove, ^ That, for three 

oucejter. ^ efpe^ial Caufes, the King ought to be honoured. Fir^^ 

* For that the King, by maintaining the' Liberty of 
^ Holy Church, honoured God, and therefore ought 

* himfelf to be honoured. Secondly^ He ought to be 

* honoured for his great Cai'e towards his Subjeds, as 

* well in the Obfervation of the Laws, as in his Defence 

* of them againft Foreign Enemies. And, Thirdly^ Be- 

* caufe that, ever fincc his Coronation, he had ihewn 

* Favour and Pardon to all that aHced them. And add- 

* ed, that, as in Neceffity, every Member of Man*s 

* Body would feek Comfort from the Head, as the 

* Chief; fo he applied it to the honouring of the King, 

* who was the Head of the Conftitution. He defired 
> the Houfe of Commons to meet, in the Refeftory of 

* the Abbey of Gloucefter^ and choofe a Speaker that 

* Afternoon, and prefent him the next Day to the King 2 
^ And, laflly^ He required them all to confider on proper 

* Means to end the Rebellion Jn fVales\ to take Care for 

* the £afe guarding of the Sea ; for defending of Guienne^ 

* Calais^ and Ireland^ and the Northern Marches ; and 
< how, by their Aid, the fame might be beft accom* 
•pliflied.' . 

Th^ Chancellor having finiflied his Harangue, the 

Receivers and Triers of Petitions were conftituted ; and 

Sir Thomas the ntxt Day the Commons prefented Sir Thomas Chau^ 

Chaucxr cho.^^;.r for their Speaker ; who, after Excufe for himfelf 

PM er. ' ^^j. Confirmation, made the common Proteftation, 

which was granted. They we^c then ordered to meet 

every Morning, in the Plape aforefaid, at Eight o'Clock^ 

for the fpeedier Difpatch of Bufinefs. 

It was not till the 9th o( Novemberthzt the Commons 
came again before the King^; where the faid Speaker 
repeated his former Proteftation, and began to rehearfe 
the Grant of the laft Subfidies, and the Oaths of the 
Lords, and others, for the Difpofition of the fame. 
But the Chancellor interrupted him, and faid. That no 
Accounts were yet made for the Difburfements of the 

famq 
f Son XQ that famous Englijb Poet^ Getffzy Chameu Stowe, ^, ^26^^ 
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idmc to the Commons; and that the Lords, havingKingKwryiV, 
little Thanks for the laft, wpuld by no Means take [ 108 ] 
the like Oath again ; which the King, at his Requeft, 
excufed them from *. Then the faid Speaker made 

treat Complaints againft Purveyors ; to which the 
teward and Treafurer of the King's Houfe anfwered, 
* That the fame ihould be remedied.' 

November 14. Upon the Coming of the Commons 
before the King and Lords, the Speaker told them of HiiConipIiintof 
the great Difadvantage the Nation fufiered by not Grievances, 
guarding the Sea ; and that thofe who had Lands on 
the Marches of fVates never dwelled thereon ; of which 
he deflred that due Coniideration might be taken, which 
was promifed : And that certain Lords, by ^ Name» 
might be appointed tp confer with the Cominons on 
thefe and other Matters ^ At the Reaueft of the Mer- 
chants, made laft Parliament, the King granted to 
Richard CHderhowey late Admiral of the South and 
Weft Seas, the Allowance of 2668 /• which was due to 
him. The Commons prayed that this might be paid out 
of the firft Money ariflng from the laft Subfidy, and that 
he be difcharged of all Accounts. 

On the 2d of December J which Was the laft Day ofThcCommons 
this Parliament, the Speaker defired the King ^^ g^'^^^^l^^l^^^]^^ 
public Thanks to the Prince of WaleSy for his great j,*5s conduft in 
Fatigue and good Condud): in tf^ales ; for which both iTales, 
the King and the Prince returned back their CompIU 
ments to the Commons'^. After which the Prince, 
kneeling before the King, cleared the Duke of Tor^ from 
difloyal Reports fpread agaiuft him, and, in open Par- 
liament, averred him to be a true and loyal Knight. At 
the fame Time, the Speaker moved the King to ad- 
vance his Sons the Lords Thomas^ John^ and Humphrey ^ 
to fome honourable Titles and Fortunes. 

The Lords and Commons on the fame Day granted A Subfidy 
to the King one entire Fifteenth and Tenth, and one B^*^^«^' 

half 

» See before, p. 103, 104. ^ 

t Thefe were the Archbifhnp of Canterhuty, the Biffjops of Winchtjier 

and Durham^ the Duke ot Torky the Earl of bomerfety rhe Lor/is Rofs and 

BurneL Record. 

tt The Prmce, having the Command of an Army in Tf^ales, had gained 

two Vi^orics there ; in the Jatrer of which the San of Owen G/tndcw 

was talyCQ Prifoner, Raisin, Fol, JQdit. p. 4964 
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ICmgflif/irjFXV.half ^Fifteenth and Tenth, with the like Subfidjr hf 
Staple and other Merchandizes, as was granted in the 
laft Parliartient, for two Years. And, in Confideratioii 
of the Subfidies aforefaid, the King profnifed that, for 
r 100 1 ^^^ Years next enfuing, he would require no otheif 
^ ^ Subfidies or Charge on his Subjefts ; and, for more 
'AiTurance thereof, defifed that this might pafs into an 
Adl, and th^t^rery Member might have a Copy of it- 
It feems, by the Record, that the Lords and Com* 
' mons did not agree fo'well, as formerly, in this Pariia^ 

mcnt ; for a Difference that happened between the twd 
Houfes about granting the Subfidy, gave Rife to the 
following Ordinance, viz, 
AnOfdertoprc* * That in all future Parliaments, in the Abfcnce of 
-rent the Lords * the King, it fliould be lawful as well to the Lords by 
from communi-« themfelves, as to the Commons by themfclvcs, to 
ttons^Sv^tr"' ^^^»^« of all Matters relating to the Realm, and of 
Debates to the ^ the Means to redrefs them, without difcloling the 
Kinfi. « fame to the King before a Determination made there- 

* of, and that to be done only |?y the Mouth of the 

* Speaker/ Which Ordinance was made, becaufe Part 
of the aforefaid Difpleafure arofe on Account of the 
Lords making the King, feveral Times, privy to their -« 
Debates on the Subfidy, and brought Meffages from 
him ; which the Commons faid was abfolutely againfl 
their Liberties. 

On the faid laft Day of this Parliament, the Speaker 
required, that the Commons might depart with as great 
Liberty as they had done heretofore ; and again recom- 
mended it to the King and Lords, that fufficient Means 
might be taken for guarding the Seas, and refifting the 
Weljh Rebels ». 

A^ol^egoj^xx. According to the King^s Promife in the laft, it was 

'4-'°' not till two Years after that another Parliament was 

AtfFeJhtinfier, Called, which was to meet at Wefiminjier on the ^in*' 

deneoi St. Hilary^ or January the lytfi, 1410. When 

the Biftiop of IVincheJi'er^ the King's Half- Brother, 

^ there being then no Chancellor, declared the Caufe pf 

the Summons to be for the Prefervationof the Church's 

Liberties, 
X Some more Strokes were made a£ the Court of Rotnt this Parliament^ 
on the Score of Provifions^ ^c^ Statutts at large^ An, 9 litnrj IV* 
cap. viiii 
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Liberties, fcfc. and then took for his Subjeft, Decet «w King H*«op IV, 
impure omnem Juftitiamy on which he difcanted to this [ iio J • 
Purport ; 
' Thatthis Parliament was fummoned for two Caufes: 

* Thejfir/?, For the inward Governance of the Realn*, as 

* in t\ie due Obfervancc of the Laws. Thtfecond^ For 

* outward Governance, as in a proper Defence againft 

* a Foreign Enemy ; and in this he touched upon the 

* Duke of Burgundy y then Governor oi France ; who, h6 
^ faid, meant to beiiege Calais with a great Army, and 

* then to con(|uer this Kingdom.' 

He told them, amongft other Matters, « That there 
•were two Kinds of Government, the Jtis Regimi^ 
*nisf and yus Subje^fionis ; allowing the firft to be 

* better, according to the Anfwer of ArifiotU to King 

* Alexander % who, being aflced in what Manner the 

* faid King might ftrongeft fortify the Walls of a new 

* Fortrefs, or Frontier Town, which he had built, 

* anfwered. That the ftrongeft Walls were the hearty 

* Good- Will of his Subjetts, and Obedience to the 
*Laws.* 

He faid, * That all true Subjefls owe to their Sove- 

* reign three chief Points, vi%. Honour and Obedi- 

* ence. Reverence and Benevolence, and hearty AfTift- 
*ance. And, becaufe the prefent Neceffity required 

* ready Affiftance, and fpeedy Difpatch, the King had 

* called this Affembly for a full Confultation ; which 

* he wifbed might redound to the Glory of God, the 

* Honour of the King, and the Safety of the whole 

* Realm. For which good End he willed the Com- 

* mons to go to an EleSion of their Speaker, and pre* 

* fent him the next Day to the King. 

On the 28th of y<2«aflry, the Commons prefented Sir Thomas 
Sir Thofhas Chaucer^ again, for their Speaker, who, ^^!^^^^l^^^^^ 
making the common Proteftation, the King, by his 
own Mouth, allowed of it; but added, ' That iince now 

* the Lords and Commons were come to an Agreement, 

* he ^pefted that they, the Commons, would fpealc 

* no unbecoming Words, or attempt any Thing that 

* was not confiftent with Decency.' 

Feh. the 7th,, at the Requeft of the Commons the 
Affizes were prorogued, by the King,, during the Sit- 
ting of Parliament. But nothing more is faid of their [[ iii J 

Pro-. 
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king Kniry IV, Procccdings *till the 15th of March 'y which, being al 
that Time ih Palm Sunday Week, at the Dcfire of thfe 
Commons, iht Parliament was adjourned to the ^/«- 
dene of Eafter next following. 

At that Day, being April the 7th, tlie Parliament rc- 
aflembled, when the King granted. That certain of the 
moft learned Bifliops and worthy Lords fhould be af* 
figned to be of his Council ; and that they and all the 
Judges fhould be fworn to give good Counfel and up- 
right Judgment. 
Sevcrii Afts On the 24th Day of Jpril the Commons Cimc fce- 

cuSof th^^''"^^''^ the King in Parliament, and prefented divers Pe^ 
Kingdom, titiops fof the good Governance of the Realm ; which^ 
with their Anfwers, are much too long to infert. The 
Tenor of fome were to this Purport : 

^ That all fuch as had Caftles and Towns in the 
Marches of Scotland^ (hould furnifh them with Necef- 
faries, and keejp Guard there in proper Perfon. The 
fame Order was taken for the Caftles and Towns in 
Wales, Alfo that the Revenues of the King's Domi^ 
nions beyond Sea (hould, for three Years, be employed 
on the Soldiers there ; and that no Officer there, who ' 
is immediately accountable to the King, fhatl enjdy th^ 
fame during Life. ' 

* That three Parts of the Subfidv on Woolls (hall be 

employed upon the Defence of Calais^ the Caftjc thef e> 

the new Tower on Rochhank^ and on the Mdrches of 

Calais^ and for the Payment of certain Debts there. 

That fuch Subfidies as (hould be granted this Parliament 

fhould be employed according to the Grant, and not 

otherwife. And that all Foreigners, who are come into 

the Realm, except Merchants, (hall make Proteftatioft 

to live and die in the King's Quarrel, fliall fefve in the 

1 Wars if they are able, and (hall not be, lodged but in 

Englijhmen's Houfes. Alfo, that none of them (hall b^ 

Brokers ; and that no Broker (hall be a Merchant to hili 

own Ufe, ^c* 

The grcht Re- On the 2d of May^ upon the earneft Reqnelt o^ the 

fpca paid byPar- Commons, fuch Lords as were before appointed to be 

p'i^cfor^I/// ^^ ^'^^ King's Council were again declared; all of 

'whom, with the Judges, were then fworn to do Juftice^ 

except the Princes oiJFak5\ wlio, for his high and cx- 

cellcnl 
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cellent Quality ", as is there exprelTedy was excufed thatJ^^E B'«Kf iv. 
Ceremony, 

The Reader may obferve, that there arc feveral Paf- 
fages, in Uie Courfe of thefe Proceedings, which evi- [ na ] 
dently (hew what Refped the Cdmmons» in Parliament) 
paid to this Prince of fTalis at that Time. This does 
not, by any Means, fuit with the light Charader which 
moft Hiftori^s have given of this Prince in his ]rounger 
Days. And if he had been guilty of thofe Levities he 
is accufed of, he would not have had, we may wdl fup- 
pofe, {o many Compliments paid him; nor have been 
made Prefident of the Council, as he certainly then was : 
For, in an Ordinance made this Parliament, where, if 
any of the King's Chief Officers or Judges (hall take 
any Bribe or Reward, he fhall forfeit treble the Value 
to the King, it is wrote on the Margin of the Roll, 
Refpe£fuatur ptr DomtMkm Principem tt ConJUium. It 
is therefore ftill more evident by this, what fome Hi- 
ftorians remark. That it.was the King's Jealoufy of hi& 
Son's growing Greatnef^ and Popularity, and his Ne- 
gle£^ c? him for that Reafon, which threw the Princt 
on the diilblute Courfes which are laid to his Chaise. 

In this Parliament there was fome Relaxation de- 
manded of the late fevere A<3 againft the Lallards and 
Heretics^ for now it Was requefted by the Commons, 
^ That all fuch Perfons as ihould be arretted by Force of The Commona 

* the Statute made againft Lollardy^ in the fecond YearpMy a Mitigation 
« of this Reign, may be bailed, and freely purge ^^^^^l^l^^^T^^ 
^ fclves of it 5 that they be arrefted by no others than' ^ ^^ * 

^ the Sherifi^, or fuch like Of&cers; and that no Havock 

* be made of their Goods. 

Anfwer, The King will be advifed\ which is a De- 
nial.— ——Thus far the Record. 

But a modern Author relates, That, on paffing the 
A^ for regulating.Eledions, the Commons were en- 
couraged, before they granted an Aid, to renew theit- 
former Inftanccs in regard to the Clergy. Wickliffe 's. 
Doflrine had gained fo much Ground, that the Majo- 
rity of the Houfe of Commons were then in that Way 
of thinking; and, thus biafled, they prefented two Pe-' 
titions to the King, one againft the Clergy, and .the, 
other in Favour of the Lollards. In the firft they fet 

Vol. If. H forth, 

« ACauJtdtl baunjfe et excellence defon bontirahU Perfint^ 8c£, Recorcl. 
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King Hinry IV. forth, < That the Cler|7 made an ill Ufe of their Richef, 

* and confumed their Incomes in a very different Man-< 
[ 113 ] * ner from the Intent of the Donors: That their Re« 

< venues were exceffive, and confequently it wa» nece& 

Pr"^eaX ^" * ^^^ ^^ ^^^" *®"^- ^^^^ ^^ ^^y ^^^^^ "**g*^* ^*% 

dJang th^Rfl * be taken from them as would ferve to provide for 150 
▼enuet of the « Earls, at the Rate of 3000 Marks yearly each ; 150a 
^^tj} € Barons, at 100 Marks each ; 6200 Knights, at 4a 

* Marks ; and 100 Hofpitals, at as many Marks yearly 

< for each Hofpital : That, by thefe Means, the King** 
« dom's Safety W9uld be better pi'ovided for, the Poor 

< better maintained, and the Clergy more attached ta 
« their Duty */ 

This is Monf. Rapin*s Account of the Contents of 
this Bill ; but could fo learned and judicious an Author 
ever fuppofe that fuch a Number of Earls, Barons, and 
Knights, were likely to be fupported at fuch a Calcula- 
tion, provided ^at the Commons were willing to raife 
fo many new Lords and Mafters amongft them i His 
Marginal Note refers you to fValJingham for his Au- 
thority ; but, unfortunately for him, that very Autho- 
rity contradids it, and (hews him, if not an ignorant^ 
at leaft a carelefs or an unfair Tranfiator. WalfingharrC^ 
Account of the Contents of the Bill, which the Com- 
mons now exhibited againft the Clergy, is this, * That 

* Temporalities, difordinately wafted by Men of the 

< Church, mieht well fuffice to find the King with 1 5 
^ Earls, 1500 Knights, 6200 Efquires, and lob Alms- 

* houfes, for the Relief of poor People, more than there 
[ 114 ] * ^^""c ^^ '^ England ^» That every Earl fhould have 

* of yearly Rent, 3000 Marks 3 every Knight 100 Marks 

and 

X Ctnt'duqtiant Comtes, a 3000 ilf^rvi cbaeun par Annee, cuittxi'Ceta 
BaroMs, m loo Marei <ba€um, 6200 Chevaiitrt, a 40 Mara, & 100 fib- 
fpitaux, a 100 Mares. Rapia, Edit, Amjf, Tom. III. p. 407* 

y The Fonn of the Petition, or Remonftiance, in f^alfingbam, made 
\ff the Hoiiie of Commont to the King and Lords, runt in thefe Words, 

ExctllimtiJ^o Domim noftro Regi et omnibus Proeeriiust inprsffenti Par^' 
Hamtttf conflitutis, emnes Conmunts fideles demudlrant humiliter, Meentea 
veradttr, fM«d Dsminus nofiir Rtx p^teft baitrt is Bonis Temporalihus^ per* 
Bpifcopos ft Akhates, ac Pritra^ oceupdtis ae fuperbe 'oafintis in Regsto, 
^ulndecim Comites, miUe quingentos Milites, Hex mille ducentos Afmi- 
geros, et centum Xenodochia plum fuam funt^ bene et Jidslittr fufientata^ 
dt Terris et Tenementis, nusu inutiliter es fuperbe vaftatis. 

The facceediag Account of the feveral Stipends, &(. is given by our 
•Ider Chronicles, and is taken from an aatient MS HUlory of thele Times^ 
ttftd^r the Title of titus Liviwn 
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* and 4 Plough-tands ; every Efquirc 40 Marks and a Kwg H#»r| IV. 
' Plough-Lands ; and every Alms-houfe 100 Marks ; 

* and be overlook'd by two true Secular Priefts to each 

* Houfe^ And, over and above all thefe, the King 

* might put yearly, into his own Coffers, 20,060 /• 

* Provided alfo, that every Townfhip (hould maintain 

* their own Poor that could npt labour j on Condition, 

* that if any was overburdened with them, then tKe 

* faid Townfhips to be relieved by the Alms-houfes 

* aforefaid. And, for to bear the Charges of all thefe 

* Things, the Commons afErmed, in their Bill, that 

* the Temporalities, then in the Poffeffion of Spiritual 

* Men, amounted to 322,000 Marks, yearly Rent/ 
The Commons alfo alledged, ' That, over and above 

* the faid Sum of 322,000 Marks, feveral Houfes of 
^ Religion in England poiTefled as many Temporalities 

* as might fuffice to find 15,000 Priefts ; every Prieft to 

* be allowed, for his Stipend, feven Marks a Year.* 

This is a genuine Account, from antient Hiftorlans» 
of this extraordinary Attack on the Clergy in thofe 
Days, though nothing of it is to be found on the Rolls 
of Parliament ; the Bill was faid to be brought into the 
Houfe by Sir 'John Oldcaftky Lord Cobham ; which drew 
upon him the Hatred of that vaft Body of Men, and 
terminated at laft in his own Deftrudion. 

The fecond Petition is mentioned in the Record, 
wherein the Commons prayed. That the Statute pafled 
againft the Lollards^ in the fecond Year of this Keign, 
might be repealed; or, at Ieaft> qualified with fome 
Reftri£lions. 

Mr. Rapin here again makes this Refle£lion on thefe 
two Petitions; 'That if the Parliament which firft 

* moved the leflening the Clergy's Revenues was called 

* the Unlearned, it may well be fuppofed that this met 

* with no better Treatment, The Name of Lollard 

* and Heretic Was plentifully beftowed ; and the 

* Clergy confidered thefe Petitions as tending to under- 
^ mine all Religion. This was induftrioufly infinuated 
f to the King, with all the Aggravation which Parties 
< concerned are capable of difplaying on fuch an Occa- 

' fion. It is hard to know, fays our Author, whether r u- -i 

* the King himfelf was of this Mind; but, however, ^ '* 
' he openly declared^ that he tad the Imereft of the 

H2 Church 
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King Henry IV. c Church no Icfs at Heart thin the Clergy themfelves. 
• < And, being now very eafy from bis Enemies^ both at^ 

< Home and Abroad, he had no Mind to provoke fo 

* great and dangerous a Body againft him : For this 

* Reafon he rebuked the Commons very fliarply, and 
Both which th#^ faid, Tb^t he netthgr could nor would confent to their 
King refufci to « Petitions^ and, exprejly forbad them to meddle any more 
comply with c ^'th the Church's Concerns. As for the Lollards, he ' 

•added, that ^ far frdm permitting the Statute againji 

* thfm to be repealed^ he wijhed it more rigorous^ for the 
^ utter Extirpation of Herefy out. of the Land^* 

The Commons, a^ is faid, being baulked again in 
fheir Expedations in tbef<p higher Matters, contented 
^hemfelves with petitioning that Clerks, when convidl- 
^d, might be put into the King's Prifons, or thofe of 
tl^eTeoipprai Lords; pledging, for Reafon, that Clerks^ 
Dy thofe Means, frequently efcaped thp Punifhment th^y 
dcfervcd *. This f oinf had been often attempted by 
the Laity againft the Clergy ; particularly, as high as 
the Reign of King Henry U. when that Prince, and all 
(he Peers of the Realm, maintained this f^oint fo ftout- 
ly againft Archbifliop Becket and 2o^t Alexander 111. 
But our Henry^ fearing to be expofed to the fame 
Troubles his PredeceiTor had been, refuf^d alfo to 
give bis Aflent to this Bill \ and, to fhew the Commons 
Sow far he was from giving any Countenance to thefe 
[ ii6 ] Proceedings, he figned a Warrant for the bur-ning of 
one Thom(u Badbj^ who had been before convided of 
Herefy \ 

The 

s This King had been long fufpe^hd, even before he came to the Crown» 
to be at great a Favourer of jyicklijfe'i DoArine as his Father was 
heibre him. Fabian and fioliingjbead both write, that, in Sir 7a^« 
Sa^ot*9 Examination before the Council, fery foon after the late Revo- 
lution, he declared that he he^rd King Richard fay, < That he knew the 
' Duke of Hereford, if he was once King, would prove a bitter and cruet 
' Cnemy to the Church, Hpllitfgfiead, p* 5ii« Biondi, 49. 

The Abbot of Weftminfier alfo, in his Speech to the Lords engaged ia 
the Confpiracy againft Henry, in the firft Year of his Reign, urged, * That 
< he heard him once fay, when Duke of Laneafier^ That Princes hadT 

* too little, and the Religious too much ; and therefore he fuppoied ha 

* would be no Friend to the Church, if he conpnued long in that Dignity/ 
Qraftoni Chronicle, p. 409. 

a Watfinjiham*^ Words are, Ut Clerici CMviBi de eeterB non trsderentur 
ErgafiuUs Epifcoforuntt fed CarcerJhux regiii et temporaiium Domini* 
rum. p. 379. 

b The Writ to the Sheriffs of London, De Heeretico comhuwendo, for 
barning this Tbomai Badhy, is in FW« ^^ng, Tom. V 111. p. 627, 
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. The Commons confidercd this Execution as an In- Kingfiwry iv. 
fult, and great Aggravation of the fclrtg's other Refufals ; ^^^ ^^^ 
and accordingly, when Henry demanded a Po^r to £<,//<« n/ to be 
levy tvtty Year a certain Subfidy, which was a Tenth'burnt j 
from the Clergy, and a Fifteenth from the Laity, with- 
out the Meeting of a Parliament, this Deniand was 
boldly rejefled. The Commons would have even r^fofed 
the Supply for his neceflary Occafions, if he had not ^hich the Coin, 
forced them to it, by prolonging the Seilion 'till he got mom itknu 
his Defire. 

The Reader will find here much more Mattet re-^ 
lating to the Proceedings of this Parliament, thati the 
Records have given us ; it muft therefore reft on the 
Credit of the contemporary Hiftoriaris before mentioned. 
By tbefe it plainly appears, that Henry had as defpotid 
Principles as his Predeceflbr, when he durft to flieW 
them, 

A Matter of more private Concern came alfb before 
this Parliament ; which, fince it bears Refpedl to an ah- 
tient and Noble Family, which we (hall have great Oc- 
cafion to mention in the Sequel of this Work, we can- 
not omit the Account of it from the Record itfelf. 

The Petition of Richard de Hdftings fheweth. That' 
kalph de Hqftirigs^ his Brother, who was attainted and 
beheaded for High Treafon, in the fixth Year of this 
King, died without Iflue ; and prayeth to be reftored» 
as well to his, Blood, as to all fuch Lands as the faid 
^lph\\2A at the Time of his Death,' without any fur- 
ther Suit*=. Which Petition, by the Aflent of the 
whole Parliament, was granted. 

Another Article worth Notice, is, That Sir Thomas 
Chancery Speaker to this Parliament, was at that Tinfie 
a Placeman^ being Chief Butler to the King, and pre- 
ferred a Petition to him, this Parliamerff, againft the Ci- 
tizens of London^ for defrauding the King in his Prizage 
of Wines, by making Aliens free of their City, and' 
thereby exempting them from paying the advanced Du- 
ty upon them as they ought to do. The King anfwer- 
ed, That he would fend for the Mayor and Aldermen 
of London^ and charge them that they fliould grant no 
H 3 fuch 

« He was beheaded for an Infurreftion at Tork^ An* 1405, with the 
Archbiihop, and Tbunai Moivkray, £arl Marftial* 
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King Henry IV. fuch Franchize to any, but thofe who wereaSually re* 
(ident and dwelling in the faid City. 



Alterationi in 
the Counpil at 
their R^ueft. 

granted. 



C??7] 



On the gth Day of l^ay^ and the laft of this Par-i. 
liament, the Speaker of the Commons required the cer- 
tain fCnowledge of the Names of thofe Lprds who were 
to be of thf; Privy Council ; whereupon two of them were 
changed. They then, with the Affent of the Biihops 
and Lords, granted the King the like Subfidy as in the 
9thof tb'rs Reign, with the fame Tonnage and Ppund-" 
age, fo as exprefs Mention (hould be made in the Grant^ 
that it was provided of their own good Wills ; whereof 
they gave twenty thoufand Marks to the King, to dif- 
pofe of at his Pleafurd. After which the Speaker re-^ 
commended to the King the Perfons of the Queen, the 
Prince, the Lords ThomaSy John^ and Humphrey^ the 
King's Sons, and prayed their Advancement y for which 
the King thanked t^eni, and promifed Satisfa^ion in 
this Matter at a proper Opportunity •*. 

Before the Meeting of this laft Parliament King Henry 
/ound himfelf more at Eafe in his Government than 
ever he had been yet. France^ which had hitherto been 
^ terrible Thorn in his Heel, was now itfelf torn in 
Pieces by a Civil War between the two Houfes of Or- 
leans and Burgundy. This alfo occafioned Scotland and 
fValeSy fmce they qould now receive no farther Af- 
fiftancefrom France^ to agree to a Truce with England. 
All H^nrfs inborn Enemies were aim oft totally deftroy- 
ed ; and having nothing to fear, either at home or 
abroad, Jie became more ^bfplute than ever. The 
Reader may pbferve, that, at the Head of this Seffion^ 
when the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons made the 
vfual ProteftatioH) the King took more upon him than 
formerly, by prohibiting the Speaker from ufing any 
indecent Expreffions ; that is, we fuppofe, froin faying 
or doing any Thing that might give him Offence. We 
fhall here again beg Le^ve to give % remarkable Para- 
graph in Rapines Hiftory, containing feme Reflexions 
on the Means Henry ufed to pack this Parliament ; and 
as that Author does not quote his Authority, we fhall 
j:eft it fingly on his own i but it is Matter qf fpmc Won- 

^ Prince Thomas, his fecond Son, was accordingly created pukq of 
f/arence, " ' 
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4er that fuch Expreffions fhould flow frotm the Pen of^g Htnry iv. 
this Hiftorian. 

^ Though Hinry^ fays he, had caufed 'Richard to be 

* depofed for ufurping an arbitrary Power contrary to 
^ the Laws, yet he himfelf plainly (hewed, by certain 

* Proceedings, he would have been glad to govern with 
^ an abfolute Authority : This chiefly appeared in the 

* £le£tions of Members of Parliament. By the Direc- 
^ tions of the Court, certain Artifices were pradifed to 

^ render the Freedom of Voting of no Ufe, fince the r |.g i 
^ SberiflTs took the Liberty to return fuch Reprefentatives ** ** 
^ as had not a Majority of Votes : This is a Thing of fo 
' * fatal z Confequence, that it may be affirmed, The Li- 
' berty of the Englijh will no longer fubfift, than whilft 

* the Privilege of freely eleding their Reprefentatives in 

* Parlialnent ftands inviolated : If once the Sovereign 

* comes to chufe what Reprefentatives he pleafes, the 
^ Bounds of the Royal Authority will be in the End fo 
^ enlarged, that nothing but the mere Shadow of Liberty 
^ will remain : Of this, we have feen a remarkable 
^ Inflance in the Reign of Richard IL But it may 

* farther be added, That all the Kings of England^ who 

* have enjoyed a more abfolute Power than the reft, a£« 

* quired it by this Way j I mean, by procuring their 
*• Creatures to be elected. When a Parliament confifts 
^ of fuch Members, it is not the King which is charged 
^ with Encroachments on the People's Liberty, but it 

* is the Nation itfelf that voluntarily runs into Slavery : 

* And if, afterwards, they refolve to throw oflF their 
^ Chains, they can only fucceed by violent Means ; and 
< this, by the way, is the Spring of moft of our Civil 
*' Wars fo often kindled in England* 

We may venture to affirm, that no Native Hiftorian 
could more jufily difcant on the Abufe of Englijh Par- 
liaments than this Foreigner hath here done. Ai^d we 
wifh we could fay that t^is Pra3ice hath not been ufed 
in much later Jleigns than what we are now upon. Yet 
the Reader may well wonder what all this long Pre- 
amble was to introduce ; our Author goes on and telis. 
us, • That the Parliament, which met in January I4yI« 

* confidering the Confequences of the King's Proceed- 
^ ings to over-rule Eledions, believed the Redrefs of 
^ (hat Abufe as the moft preffing Affair: Accordingly, 
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King Htury IV, i in the Beginningof the Scflioti, they prefentcd a Bill to 

* this King, by which the Sheriffs, who fhould be guilty 
^ of making falfe Returns, were to be fined lOo/, 

* Stirling for ca'ch OffeiKe ®. The King would h^ve 
r 1 19 ] ^ ^^tk glad to evade this A£l ; but as he could not do it 

^ without laying himfelf too open; befides, as he intended 
^ to demand a Subfidy, he gavd it the Royal AiTent/ 

The only Reafon Kapin gives for gaining this Statute 
is an ipfe dixit of his own, nofrone fingle. Word of it 
appearing on the Record. Nay, it is much more pro- 
bable that the King and his Parliament agreed very well 
. this Sefiion ; fince, iti the Grant of the Subfidy, they 
made him a fingular, and very unufual, Prefent of 
' 20,000 Marks to be at his own Difpofal. 

Another Parliament was affembled at IVeftminflerj 
by Writ, the 2d of November^ in the 13th and laft Year 
of this King's Reign ^: At which Time, the Commons 
being called 6ver, as ufual. Sir Thomas Beaufort^ another 
Half- Brother of the King's, then Chancellor, by virtue 
of Letters Patent there read and enrolled, began, pro- 
rogued, and continued the (aid Parliament for two Days 
/ longer. 

AnaoRcgni 13. At which Time the faid Chancellor, by the King's 

141 1. Command, in his Prefence, and in the Prcfcnce of all 

Htw n ' a ^^ Lords and Commons, declared, ' That this Parlia- 

ejtminjter. ^ ^^^^^ ^^s Called for three Caufes : For the good Go- 

* vernment of the Realm, due Execution of the Laws, 
« and the Defence of the Kingdom, with the fafe Keep- 

* ing of the Seas.' From thefe he argued, ' That -Kx 

* the good Governance of the Realm belonged Taithful 
^ Council, without Flattery j and due Obedience, with- 

* out Grudging, To the due Execution of the Laws did 
^ appertain fincere keeping of the fame, and fpeedy Re- 
^ drefs for Fear of Abufe. To the Defence of the Realm 

* there needed their hearty willing Relief to the King in 

* his Diftrefs, with difcreet and fpeedy Provifion ; for 

all 

e This it an Emendation of the Statute of 7 llairy IV. For the better 
Regulation of EIe£fi*ns for Knights of the Shire, Hereby not only the 
Sheriffs were to forfeit loo/. for every' fuch Offence, but tbe Knights of 
ShireF, fo returned, were alfo to lofe their accuftonied Wages. See before, 
p. 82 and 105, 106. 

f Sir fViJlia$t DugdaJe places ^his Parliament in the 12th Year, an4 
fays, there were no Summons in the 1 3th 5 but the Reccrds and thp Statutes 
Af large make it the 23th and lail Year of this KioK* 
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* all which Caufes thej' were then aflembled* He add- Klnj Henry iv; 
cd, ' That it was the Kind's Pleafure the Church, with 

* all Corporations and Pcrions, fbould enjoy their wont- , 

* ed Liberties ; and, for expediting tbefe Matters, he 

* defired the Commons to chufe a Speaker, and prefeut 

* him the next Day/ 

Accordingly the Commons' pre(ented Sir Thomas 
Chaucer^ once more, as their Speaker ; whofe Excufe not [120] 
being allowed, he prayed that he might fpeak under the Sir Thomas 
lifiial Proteftation. It was granted that he might ^pcak^*!^""* * » 
^ others before had done, but not othcrwife ; and thatfe^ Spesto. 
the King would have no Novelties introducedy and would 
injoy his Prerogative *. Upon this, the Speaker defired 
a Refpite for three Days, to give his Anfwer in Wri- 
ting ; which was, ' That he defired no other Protefta- 

* tioi> than what other Speakers had made ; and that» 

* if he fhould fpeak any Thing to the King's Difplea- 

* fure, it might be imputed to his own Ignorance only, 
5 and not to the Body of the Commons j' which the 
King granted. 

Then the Commons, by Aflent of the Bifliops and 
Lords, granted to the King the fame Subfidy, as to 
Leather, Wooll, l^c. with Tonnage and Poundage, a^ 
in the two laft Parliaments; but no Tenths or Fifteenths 
at this Tiine. However, they made that Matter up by 
a new and an unufal Grant, That every Perfon, Man or 
Woman, poffefled of Twenty Pounds by the Year, 
above all Charges, {hall pay Six Shillings and Eight- 
pence, except Lands purchafed in Mortmain, before 
the 20th of Edward I. and Lands purchafed in Frank A Subfidy vith - 
Almoigne, fince the faid 20th Year. This is the firft*^^ tand-Tax, 
Tax upon Land that we have yet met with; but it was 
given with this Provifo, That no Knights of Shires, 
Citizens, or Burgefles of this prcfent Parliament, fhould 
be either Colleftors, Afleflbrs, Controllers, or Commifn 
fioners, tp colleft, receive, or raife the faid Tax; and that 
it fliould not be made a Precedtnt in Time to come. 

On the laft Day of November ^ the Speaker, in the 
Name of the Commons,' prayed the King to give 
Thanks to the Prince, and others appointed to be of 
the King's Council, in the laft Parliament, for well 

employ- 

a Gar il ne verroit aucunement avoir nuUe Majiere de NoveUffie en cefi 
trffent rarujeenf, L'c^ Record, 
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King BM17 IV. employing the Treafure then granted; which his 
Majefty did accordindy. 

It was enaded, ^ That the Mint-Mafter within the 

^^*^'^'* Tower oi London^ and other Mincers within the 

' * King's Grant, may coin, of every Pound of Gold of 

* the Tower- Weight, Fifty Nobles ; and of the fame 

* Weight of Silver, Thirty Shillings Sterlings during 

* two Years ; provided that thefaid Gold and Silver 

* be of as good Allay as the old Coin was *• 

About this Time the current Coin of the Nation was 
much debafed by Foreign Money being added to it i 
whereupon a Law was made, this Parliamenr, for pro- 
hibiting a certain bad Coin, called Galley- Half-Pence^ 
( lai ] to pafs current, as alfo all Foreign Money, as well of 
Scotland as other Nations. An Hiftorian writes, That 
though the King had no Tax granted this Parliament^ 
(we fuppofe he means no Tenths nor Fifteenths} yet he 
fo well managed the Bufinefs of the Coinage, that he 
raifed as good a Fund by it ; for, partly by feizing 
the forfeited Money, and partly by coining new 
Nobles, which he made a Groat lighter than the old, 
he much enriched his own Treafury '. 

A Church AfFair of fome Confequence came alfo 
before this Parliament; Thomas^ Archbifliop of Can^ 
Urbury^ by a long Inftrument in Latin^ fhewed. That, 
in the Time of Richard II. the Univerfity of Oxford 
had purchafed a Bull to be clearly exempt from the 
Vifitation of the faid Archbifliop, to the End that they 
might better fupport Heretics and Lollards ; and that 
the faid King Richard took- Order that they (hould 
ftill be fubjeA to the faid Archbifhop's Vifitation, not- 
withftandingthe faid Bull : Yet, he added, that, in this 
King's Time, he had been difturbed in his Vifitation 
aforefaid by Richard Courtney^ the Chancellor, Ren- 
net Brett and John Birch, the Proftors of the faid 
Univerfity; and that, by their Submi^on to the 
King's Order, it was by him, in Chancery, decreed^ 
That the whole Univerfity aforefaid, and all Orders, 
Pcrfons, and Faculties in the fame, fliould be fully fub- 
je<a to the Vifitation of the faid Archbifliop and his Suc- 
cefTors, and to his and their Officers. And that as 
often as the faid Archbifhop, or his SucceiTors, or his 

or 

e Statutet dt Urge, An. 13 Henry IV. Cap. vl, R,o^, P*rJ, 
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•r their Officers, ihould be interrupted by the {^XA^^iBemjiv^ 
Chancellor, their Liberties (hould be feissed into the 
King's Hands, untill the faid Archbiihop was reftored 
to his Right, And, further, for every Time of fuch *r^« ArchbiHwp 
Interruption, the faid Chancellor, or other Officer of Jl^^^^rf^^i 
the Univerfitv, fhould be bound to pay to the KingtheUoiverfityof 
One thoufand Pounds. Ojgf^n/, confirm- 

All thcfe Articles and Orders, at the Rcqueft of thc^^^i^JI^^ 
faid Archbifhop, were confirmed by the whole Aflent the Pope's Bali 
of Parliament. On all which Mr, Prynne makes this«^^*««P«»«>» 
Remark, ^ That hence it moft manifeftly appears, that, 

* even in thofe Days, the Prerogatives of our Princes 

^ were nothing fubjefl: to the Pope's Supremacy; for, [ 122 J 

* otherwife, this Archbifliop, the Pope*s adopted and 

* Fofter-Son, would not have fo flighted the Pope's Bulls, 
^ which he plainly took for mere Bells and Baubles ^. 

On the 20th of December^ which was the laft Day 
of this Parliament, the Lords apd Commons, by th^ir 
joint Petition, feemed to lament, that a Report was 
fpread, that the King was oiFended with fome, in both 
Houfes, for Matters' done in the laft Parliament ; and 
they defired that the King would embrace and efteem 
them as his loyal Subjedts ; which Requeft he, out of 
meer Grace, granted. Then the Speaker again re- 
commended to the ICing the Perfons of the Queen, the 
Prince, and the reft of the King's Sons, praying the 
Advancement of their Eftates ; for which his Majefty ' 
leturned them his hearty Thanks. And, after the 
more private Petitions of the Commons were anfwered, 
the Chancellor, by the King's Command, gave Thanks 
to the Three £ftate$ of the Realm^ and diftblved thia 
Parliament ^, 

But we muft not omit to mention that a Statute was ^^^ ^j^ 
pafled in this Parliament againft Riots and other public Riptsr 
^ Affem- 

e Prynne'^ Abridgement^ p. 480. 

h Sir John Thompfon, afterwards Earl of Haver/ham^ hath obferved, in 
bis Pre|ac(S to the Memoirs of the Ejjrl of Ang/efea, « That, from the 
iirft o{ EdiitardlW* 13Z7, to the 14th of Henry JV, that is, in the Space 
of 85 Years, there are extant 72 original Writs for the Summons of Par- 
Jiaments 3 fo that, allowing 40 Days from the Tefts of the Writs to the 
Returns, and but one Mcnth for the Sitting of Parliaments, there will not 
hk a Year*9 Interval between the Diilblution of one Parliament and the 
Summoning of another.' And there are two Laws now in Force for the 
annual Meeting of the King ia Parliament, v/x. the 4th and 36th ^ 
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Kiag Bmy IV. Al&mblies \ wbcreby it was edaded, « That ill Juftice« 

* of Peace Ihould have a very ftfitS £ye ilt>on the 
' Sub|e£ki to prevent all riotous Meetings, and SheriffSl 

* to be as watchful to fiipprefs them ) wbich^ if they 

* negleded) they Ihould each of them forfeit loo /• 

* for every fuch Offence ^' By which, adds the Hi* 
ftorian before quoted, it feems that King RichartTs 
Ohoft haunted this King to his dying Day ; that the 
People were never thoroughly fatisfied, but difturbed 
bii Peace, on every Occafion, by Riots and Tumults ^* 

A^Affal Par. jloWcver we find, in the PuUic A^s, a general Pardon, 
or A6t of Grace, not mentioned in the Records^ whicli 
xnuft have pafled in this Seffion of Parliament, though 
It is dated December 22^ or two Days after the Diflblu^ 
tion of it. The King's Writ, or Proclamation of the 
^ 123 ] A£t, was fent to all the Sheriff in England -y and there 
are but two Exceptions, viz, Owen Glendour and 77^^- 
mas di TrumpyngtfHj with their Adherents, included ^. 
This fdems to be a very feafonable A& of Grace, both 
for the King and his Subjects ; fince, as he fjbewed 
Mercy to them, he had the better Title to expert it 
himfelf from the King of Kings^ before whom he was 
Ihortly to appear ; for, very foon after, Henry was 
The Death of feizcd with a Diftemper, which, in three Months Time, 
Henrj iV. brought him to his End ; dying March the 20th, 144^ » 
in the 46th Year of his Age, and the 14th of his Reign "• 
An Abftradt from the Speech that Shake fpear makes 
this King Henry give to his Son the Prince of IValesy on . 
his Death -Bed, by way of Advice to him, may not 
improperly conclude this Reign. 

King, /^me hither ^ Harry, fit thou on my Bedy 

^ And hear^ I think y the very latefl Counfel 
That ever 1 Jhall breathe. Heaven knows^ my Son, 
By what Bye-Paths and indire£i crook' d IVays 

I met 

i Statutes at large, Ajino 1 3 Henry IV, cap. vii, 

Ic DanUl in Kenfut, p. 301. 

i Feed Angs Tom. Vlll. p. 711. 

m Moft of our old Chronicles will have it, that Benry difd before the 
laft Parliament was difTolved. Bui few of them agree in the Diftemper 
that caufed itj feme fay, that he died of an Apoplexy, and Polydore Ver^ 
gil will have it, that it was an incurable Difeafe, inflidled for his Ufurpa«- 
tion, and fays, Subito Moris tentafus, euih Medicina Jubltvati ^ofvit^ 
|,ib.XXI.p.43S* 



Digitized by 



Google 



o/' E N G L A N D. 125 

/ met this Cr§wn ; and I myfelf know Will Ktng Benry IV^ 

HffW troublefomt it fat upon my Head^^ ■ ■■ ■» » 

■ I t famed in ms 

But as an Honour fnatched with iosj^rous Hand^ 

And I had many living to upbraid 

A^ Gain of it by ihoir Afftflanco ; 

K^hich daily grew to parrel and to Sloodfheijmm 

Therefore^ my Harrj, . 
Be it thy Courfe to hufy giddy Minds 
With Foreign parrels I thatAHion^ ben^ty 

bom out^ 
May wajie the Memory of former Days, 
More would Ifay^ but my Lungs are wafted fo^ 
That Strength of Speech is utterly dehfd me. 
How I came by the Crown^ O God^ forgive f 
And grant it may with Thee in true Peaee iive. 

TAXES in the Reign of King Henry IV* [ "4 ) 

JrN his firft Year there was granted to him 50 s. on 
[ every Sacl^of Wooll from Denizens ;. and Three 
ounds from Aliens for three Years : Alfo a Tenth and 
a Fifteenth. 

In his fecond Year, a Subildy was granted of one 
Tenth, and one Fifteenth; Two ShiHings on every 
Ton of Wine, and Eight- Pence in the Pound on Mer- 
chandize. 

In his fourth Year there was granted to the King, 
the ufual Subfidy on Woolls, Wodl-FeUs, and Skin«, for 
three Years ; alfo Three Shillings on every Ton of 
Wine, and Twelve-pence in the Pound on Mcrchaiji- 
dize, befides a Tenth and a Fifteenth. 

In his fifth Year there was a Tax of Twenty Shil- 
lings on every Knight's Fee, and Twenty-Pence of 
every one that had Twenty Poufids Lands a Year, and 
One Shilling in the Pound for Money or Goods, and ^ 
h upwards according to that Rate : But the Record of 
this Subfidy was burnt by Order of the Parliament that 
granted it.* 

In his fixth Year he had two Tenths and two Fif- 
teenths, alfo the Subfidy on Woolls, Wooll-Fclls, and 
Skins; that is, of every Denizen, foreach Sack of Wooll, . 
43/. 4 i. for every 240 Wooll-Fells, the like Sum, 

and 
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King «w»ylV. and for cvcry Laft of Skina, Five Pounds : Of Alienor, 
JO X. more \ to fubfiflfor two Years ^ Three Shillings 
on every Ton of Wine, imported or exported, and 
Twelve-Pence in the Pound on Merchandize. 

In his feventh Year there was granted a Subfidy of 
one Tenth and one Fifteenth, befides the ufual Grant 
upon Woolls, ^c. 

In his ninth Year, he had one entire Fifteenth and 
Tenth, and one half Fifteenth and Tenth ; with the fame 
Subfidy as in the laft Parliament, for two Year$. 

In his eleventh Year the fame Tax was granted ; 
And, 

In his thirteenth Year, it was again repeated, with 
the Addition of 6 f . 8 d, upon every Owner of Lands 
of Jto /. a Year, clear Eftate* 
[ t25 ] Towards forming fome Notion of the Value of thefe 
Taxes^ take the following Account of 

Thi Price of Provisions in this Retgn. 

In 1401, Wheat very dear, at 16 J. the Quarter". 

In 1407, a Cow was fold for 7 f. and her Calf for 
^ s.%d. Five Bufhels and a Half of Salt for 3 s. 4^ d^ 
Two Bafliels of Wheat for 10^. A Threfher for a 
Day's Labour 2 d. An Ox fold for 1 3 j. 4 ^. A new 
Plough 10 d. For eleven Bufliels of fowing Wheat 
5 s. 10^ d. For eighteen Bufliels of fowing Oats 4 Sm 
6d» For a Dung-Cait and all Materials is. 2^« 
For a Pair of Cart- Wheels 3 s. 2rf\ 

a Fabian^t Cbronich. 

* Kinnet'% Parwbial Jbtifuttta^ FJ^itvf09d*&. Cbronicon Treriofum% 
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TTENRTtht Fifth began his Reign MarA 20,Ki»f «»3rV. 
•^A Jnm 141 3, the Day of his Father's Death, and r ,26 1 
was proclaimed on the next, with the ufiual Ceremonies. '* ^ 
Our older Chronicles, and their Copiers, impute feveral 
l^ildneiles and light Behaviour to the Minority of this 
Prince^ very unbecoming his high Birth and Station. 
But the Reader may obferve, in the Courfe of thefe 
Inquiries, throughout his Father's Reign, that feveral 
high Compliments were made this Prince of Wales y on 
his Valour and Prudence, by Parliament ; very incon- 
fiftent with fuch a Charafter f. We are told by a con- 
temporary Hiftorian, and an antient Manufcript Chro- 
nicle of this King's Life, that the late King, his Father, 
had fummoned a Parliament to meet at Weftminfter^ 
oh the 24th of March this Year, which was four Days 
after he died^. That, being met accordingly, thev 
gave an extraordinary Teftimony of their entire Confi- 
dence in the new King, by an Addrefs to him from 
both Houfes, wherein they offered to fwear Allegiance 
to him before he was crowned, or had taken the cufto- 
mary Oath to govern according to the Laws, The 
King gave them Thanks for their good Affedions to 
him, and exhorted them to employ all their Power for 
the Good of the Nation, in their feveral Places and 
Stations. He told them, ' That he began his Reign 

* by pardoning all that had ofiended him j and, with a **" |P*f.^ *• 

« fincere Defign for his People's Happincfs, faid, That ^^1^^^^*, 

* he would be crowned on no other Condition, than to the Crowa, 

* to make ufe of all his Authority to promote it : And 

* prayed to God that, if he forefaw he was like to 

* prove any other than a juft and good King, he would 

* pleafe to take him immediately out of the World, ra- 

* ther than feat him on the Throne, to be a public Ca- 

* lamity to his People.' 

The generous Offer made by both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment to this King, at his Acceffion, and fuch as, an old C 1^7 3 
Hiftorian ' fays, was never made before to any Eng^ 

lijh 

f Soe before, p. loS, and i X2> 1 13. 

<lTttus Lwius, a A^S wrote under that Name, of this King's Reiga 
and dedicated to his Son and Succeflbr. NicboJfon's Hift. Library, p. S2. 

fFalfingbam writes that this Parliament met on the Day after Cand/t" 
mat-Day, but that the King did not live to fee the End of it^ dying on 
March so, as afocefaid, p. 3S2. 

«■ y* S^wit Cbrtn* p. 3/^3, 
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KijigH«irrjrV, UJh Prince, is another convincing Teftimony of the 
great Confkleace they placed in his Adminiftration and 
Juftice; And his fubiequentCondu£!: evidently ihewed 
that they were not miftaken in him. But, whatever 
our old Chronicles fay of the calling this Parliament^ 
1VC meet with no Authority for it on Record \ There 
is an inconfiftent Account, in the Abridgitnenty of a Par- 
liament called at Leicefler^ January 29, the firft of this 
King, and prorogued to die fame Place the laft Day of 
Atm foUpvwng ; but the Dates ^f the Writs do by no 
Means agree with the' Date of the laft King's Death* 
This Matter, however, is fet right by another Infpec- 
tor of Records % who has given us the Form of a Writ 
difeiSled to Thmas Archbifhop of Canterbury^ dated 
March 22, for calling of a Parliament. The Reafont 
given in the faid Writ of Summons were thefc, * That 
^ the King, by the Advice of his Council, had deter- 

* mined to hold a Parliament three Week^ after Ea^^r 
• * next following, in order to confult and treat with the 

^ Biihops and other Prelates, the Lords and Commons, 

* concerning the State and Safety of the Nation. Th€ 

* Archbifhop was therefore commanded, as he had any 

* Regard to the King^s Honour, or the Safety and Dc- 

* fence of the Kingdom, to be prefent at the Seflions, 

* and to give Notice, to the Prior and Chapter of the 
^ Church of Canterbury^ to the Archdeacons and all the 

* Clergy of that Diocefe, that the Prior and Archdeacons 
^ fhoufd come in their own Perfons to Parliament, and- 

* that the Chapter fliould fend thither one fit Pro^lor,' 

* and the Clergy two, diftindly appointed, with.PcfWer 

* to confent to what {hould be enaSed by the Ge- 

* neral Council of the Nation/ The , like Writs 
were direSed.to other Biihops, Abbots, and Priors, to 

^ William GafcoigHy Lord Chief Juftice ; to Edward de 

Court eney^ Earl oi Devonjlire^ and others of the Nobility r 

Adqo Kegni i. On the appointed Day, being May 15, that Year, 

141^. the Parliament met at tVeJlminfter ; when the King 

'\Axmnmirtfier fitting on hls Thronc, and the other Eftates of the 

^ ^ ' Realm 

• This Readier will find in the Account we give of the next Parliament, 
that the Members of the Houfe of Commons petitioned the King that 
Coils might be allowed them for attending this Parliament^ Anw 14 
Henry Wt though no Bufine/s was doae at it. 

t DugdaU\ Summons to Parliament, p« 3SSJ, 
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ilfealtn attending* the Bifliop of fFinch^Jler^ the King's King Hnwy V^ 
Uncle, and Lord-Chancellor, made a Speech to them, 
wherein he lirft declared, * That this Parliament was 

* called in order that the Churcb> with all Corporations 
^ and Perfons, (bould enjoy their accuftomed Liberties, 

* and alfo for a general Confultation.' 

The Latin Sentence he chofe for his Theme was^ 
Ante emne JSfum Conjilium Jiabilen^ he told them» 

* That the King deiired to confult with them on feveral 
^ Accounts, for the con^petent Support of his Royal 
^ Dignity; the due Execution of good Laws and Go- 
^ vernment of the Nation \ the encouraging his Alliesy 
^ and fubduing his Enemies : And, that they . might 

* more efFedually go about thefe weighty Matters, he 
^ urged the Commons to chufe their Speaker, and pre* 

* fent him the next Day to the King.' Then the R«- William 
ceivers and Triers of Petitions were appointed, axid, the Stourton, 
Day after, the Commons i^v^trnXR^ miliam Stourton^l^^f^^ 
Efq; who was allowed. 

May 22. The Commons came before the ^ing and 
Lords, when their Speaker declared to his Majefty, That^ 
in the Time of his Father, many fair Promifes Were 
made for the Obfervation of the Laws, but nothing done 
in them ; whereupon he prayed the King to provide for 
the due Execution of them ; and particularly men- 
tioned a late Riot againft the Abbot otCirenceJiery which 
be defired might be puniflied. The Speaker was comr 
manded to exhibit the fame in Writing, that the King 
might the better confider of it. 

May 0.$. yohn.Darewood^ Efq; and others of the 
Commons, delivered to his Majefty a Scheme, for pro- 
viding for the Defence of Ireland^ the Marches of fFales 
and of Scotland^ of Calais j the Duchy of Guimne^ for ^ 
fafe guarding the Seas, ^or furnifliing out a Fleet, and 
for raifmg fuiHcient Forces to repel any Invafion. 

On the 3d of June the Commons again attended the But falling fick. 
King in the Hoiife of Lords, and their Speaker being John Dore- 
rendered, by Sicknefs, unable toferve, they prefented the ^^fen in^hL" 
iaid Jghn Dorewood^ who had the King's Approbation, piace. 

And whereas Annuities were to be paid to feveral [ 129] 
Pcrfons by Letters Patent, it was enacted, * That the 

Vol. IL I • King, 
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Kipgir«rjrV, < King, for the Support of bis Charges, (hould yearly 
< receive 10,000/. and the Remainder fhould be paid 

* according to the Rate/ And whereas Henry YV. had, 
by his laft Will, given all his Goods and Chattels ta 
difcfaarge his Debts, and for the Payment of certain 
Legacies, and had made Henry Archbiihop of York^ 
Thomas Biihop of Dfirhanij John Pelham^ Robert Wa* - 
tertouy and John Laventhorp^ Executors, and had ap- 
pointed the Iting and Archbifhop to be Overfeers of this 
his Tcftament ; but the Goods falling ihort, the Arch- 
biihop of Canterbury^ as Ordinary, ought to have the 
Adminiftration of the faid Goods and Chattels : There- 

The King pays ^'^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^Y ^^Z^^ "^^ ^^ '^^ ^^ common Sale, the 
his Father*8 King took Po£feflion of them, and granted the Sum of 
Debts, 25,000 Marks, the Value of thefe Goods, to be paid 

out of the Wardrobe in three Years to the Executors, 
and difcharg'd them of all Executions by the fame Will, 
which ibould be over and above the laft mentioned 
Sum. The Commons petitioned the King, * That the 

* Statute made in the 5th Year of Henry IV, for the 

* Regulation of Aliens, might be obferved :' Which the 
King granted, favirig his Prerogative. The Commons, 
with the AiTent of the Bilhops and Lords, granted to 
the King the like Subfidy on Staple-Wares, with Ton- 

A Subfidy grant- Dage and Poundage for four Years, as they had given 

cdforfourYcars.to his Father in the 13th Year of his Reign. After 

which ftands a general Pardon for all Offences what- 

foever, committed s^ainft the Crown in his Father's 

Time, without any Exceptions. 

In the 25th Year of EdwardllL an ASk. had been 

made for maintaining; the Right of the EngUJh Kings to 

confer Ecclefiaftical Preferments and Benefices : It was 

reinforced and confirmed afterwards by two others, one 

Aa againfl: Pro- t^ade in the 13th of Richard II. the other, to the fame 

Tifors from Rome EfFeS, in the 2d of Henry I y. forbidding all Perfons to 

reinforced. accept any vacant Bifhoprics, or other Church Benifices, 

from the Popes of Rome^ or any other than the King, 

under Penalty of Baniihment, and ^Forfeiture of Lands 

and Goods to th^ Crown. And now, by this Parlia* 

ment, in the firft Year oi Henry V.-it was enaded, 

[ 130 1 * That all thefe Statutes madfe againftProvifors frona 

^ Rome fbould be ftri^ly obferved/ 

The 
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*Th^ Houfe of Commons prefented a large GompIalntKiog HtMiy v« 
of the many Oppreffions with which the Ordinaries 
aggrieved the People in the proving of Wills, and the 
like ; and of the Abufes they committed by punilhing 
Fornication and Adultery with Pecuniary Pennance; 
and petitioned the King, that th'efe Grievances might j, 

he redreffed: Whofe Anfwcr was, ♦That he would ^J^^l^'*^ 

* give Orders to the Bi(bop5 to redlify them, and if they 
^ negleded it,, he would do it himfelf/ They likewile 
petitioned, chat Wages might be allowed to the Knights 
and BorgeiTes fummoned to Parliament in the 14th Year 
of H^nry IV« though nothing was done in that Seffion* 
The King replied, ' That if, upon View of the Records!^ 

* any the Jike Precedents could be found. Allowance 

* of their Fees ihould be made/ They aifo petitioned^ 
That the Grounds fet out by the Perambulations of 
Edward III. might be intirely disforefted ; to which the 
King anfwered, < That fuch as had juft Complaints 

* againft the Charters of the Foreft fliould be, heard.* 
And when the Commons farther aiked of the King z 
Declaration for furcharging of Sheriffs, and pedtiooed 
that they might be allowed upon their Oaths in the Ex-^ 
chequer, he promifed, ' That, upon the Sheriffs^ coming 
' before the Council and the Barons of the Exchequer^ 

* they ihould find Remedy.' To another Petition, de- 
firing that no Barge, Ship, Boat, or other Veflel going; 
on any River, be taken for a Deodand, if a Perfon^ 
accidentally falling out of it, be drowned, the King re* 
plied, * That he would take Advice about it.' The 
like Anfwer he returned to a Petition offered in Favour 
of Merchants, that they might freely bririg into the Na- 
tion their Goods of Jrrasj and all other Merchandize 
but that of the Staple ; and, paying their dueCuftoms, 
might fell the fame as they plea&d to all Men, the 
Gen$a Merchants excepted. 

As the Commons thus made their Petitions to the 
King, either for the redreffing of Grievances, or for the 
Eftablifliment of fuch Orders as they apprehended might 
promote the Public Good ; fo likewife many Laws 
were enaded to render the Nation rich, flourifliing, and [131] 
profperous. It was enaded, ^ That all Aliens fliould 
^ depart the Kingdom, and that all fuch Merchants 
' Aliens as remained ihould live in Englijh Families, on 
I 2 * Pain 
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King Benrj V. < Pain of Imprifonment at the King's Will ; alfo that 

* all the Livings of Priors Aliens (befides fomc which 

* they excepted) fhould be feized for the King's Ufe/ 
By another Aft it was ordained, ' That every Juror in 

* all Inquifitions (hould be que(lioned upon his Oath^ 
, * whether he^ or any other, had received any Thing for 

* his Ufe, as to the Procefs of the Bufinefs, and that 

* upon Conviftion by his Oath he fhould be tried/ 
An Aft was made about the Eleftion of Perfons to 
ferve in Parliament ; by which it was appointed, ^ That 

Scvetil A^s • none fliould be chofen Knights of the Shire, who 
^uSiJ Benefit * ^^^^ "^^ refident in the County oil the Day when the 
cf the Nation, * Writ of Summons waS dated ; nor any be chofen 

* Burgefles, but fuch as were Citizens or Townfmen, 
^ and Freemen, dwelling in the Cities and Towns 

* where they were elefted.' Another Aft pafied to in- 
force the obferving of fome former Statutes about the 
removing or ftraiting Wears, Mills, Stanks, Stales, and 
Kydels, which were a Nufance to the Rivers. Ano- 
ther againft the Forgers of falfe Deeds, ordaining^ 

* That the aggrieved Party fhould have his Suit, and 

* recover Damages, and that the Perfonconvifted fhould 

* make Fine and Ranfom at the King's Pleafure.' By 
another, Provifion was made againft the Abufes that 
arofe from flic Continuance of the Officers of Sheriffs, 
fuch as Under- Sheriffs, Clerks, Receivers, and Bailiffs, 
in their Places, from Year to Year, or from their in- 
terchangeable Removal out of one Office into another: 
It was enafted therefore, * That thofe who fhould be 
^ Bailiffs or Sheriffs for one Year, fhould bear no fuch 

* Office for three Years following, excepting Bailiffs or 

* Sheriffs which are inherite in their Office ; and that 

* no Under- Sheriff, Sheriff's Clerk, Receiver, or Bailiff, 

* fhould be Attorney in any of the King's Courts during 

* their being in any fuch Office.' By another Aft it 

* was ordained, ' That, in every original Writ of Ac- 
V • tions Perfonal, Appeal's and Indiftments, Additions 

r 1 3a ] * Ihould be made of the Eflate or Degree, or Myflery 

* of the Perfons, and of the Counties and Towns where 

* they dwelt.' And whereas the Friends and Kindred 
of thofe Rebels that were flain in the late Commotions 
in iVales^ in the former Reign, endeavoured to revenge 
their Blood by Quarrels and Infults on the King's faith- 
ful 



Digitized by 



Google 



i 



g/" E N G L A N D. 133 

&1I Subjeds', by Indidments or Impeachments, or^mgHenryY* 
Threatnings of Vengeance, it was therefore ordained 
by another Statute, ' That no fuch Quarrel, A6^ion> 

* or Demand be made, on Penalty of paying to the in- 

* jured Perfon treble Damages, and of two Years Im- 

* prifonment after the Convi£tion.' There were Com- 
|)laints alfo of Negle£l in executing the Law made in 
the 13th Year of Richard II. forbidding any. Alien - 
Frenchman to have or enjoy any Benefice within this 
Nation, and requiring their Departure out of the Na- 
tion by a certain Time limited : And that when any 
Benefices became vacant by the Departure or Death of 
the Priors Alrens, or others, Englijhmen fhould be put 
in. The Commons reprefented • That, contrary to this 

* Aft, Alien Frenchmen did purchafe the King's Letters 

* Patent to be Denizens, that they might enjoy the 

* Benefices, which they did accordingly poflefs, , to the 

* great Damage of the Kingdom, by carrying away its 

* Treafure, and betraying the King's Counfels to his 

* Enemies/ The King, confidering thefe Mifchiefs, 

* pafied an A£l to enjoin the ftrift Obfervance and Exe- 
cution of the former j alfo for clearing the Nation of 
thefe Priors Aliens, thofe that were Conventual, and 
thofe who had Inftitution and Indufiion, only excepted, 
on Condition that they be Catholic, and find Surety not 
to difclofe the Counfels and Secrets of the Realm. 
Great Difiurbances were produced by the coining over 
into England of confiderable Numbers o^lrijhmen^ and 
begging Priefts^ who were called Chamber- Deacons : 
Therefore, for the Eftablifliment of the Quiet here, 
and to re-peoplc that forfaken Kingdom, it was ordered, 
by Parliament,. * That they fliould depart before the 

* \^oi. November^ on Forfeiture of their Goods, and 

* Imprifonmefit at the King's Pleafure.' There was 
another Complaint exhibited* * That whereas all the 

* Revenues, Profits, Fifliing, Cuftoms of the Town and [ * 33 ] 
' Marches of Calais had been appointed by Edward III. 

* and Richard II. to be levied by the Treafurer of Ca- 

* lais^ to fatisfy the Charges neceflary for its Defence, 

* thefe Revenues had been diverted from their intended 

* Ufe in the former Reign, and beftowed by Letters 

* Patent on feveral Captains, and other Perfons.' An 
A^t was paffed to revoke all thefe Patents ai^d Grants, 

{3 an4 
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King Htnry V. and to appropriate the Revenues and Profits of that 
Town to their firft Purpofe. 

Whilft the Parliament fat at Weftminfter^ the Con- 
vocation of the Clergy, according to the ufual Cuftom 
of thofe Times, was aflembled at St. PauVs^ and were 
much more a£tive in their Proceedings than the other. 
Thomas Arundel^ Archbifllop of Canterbury ^ being fert- 
^ the ^g to**^'^ how zealous the King was for the Church, thought 
profecute Sir this the fitteft Opportunity to root out thofe Heretical 
John oidcaftU ztXio&,x\r\ts^ which had long been a grievous Thorn in 
lf/W,7*'^^^*^c Sides of the Clergy. He hoped that the King's 
Youth and natural Qourage, doncurring with his ^Iigiou9 
Inclination, would more earneftly engage him in a Work, 
by which he might merit, at once, both the favour of 
God and of hrs People. By the Help of twelve Ihqui- 
fitors, which the Prelate had fent out the Year before, 
lie had colleftcd a large Bundle of Accufations, which 
were afterwards digefted into no lefs than 246 Articles, 
^gainft the Principles and Dodirines of the Lollards. On 
the canvaffing of thefe, in Convocation, it was at length 
decreed, * That it would be impoilible to extirpate the 
DoArines of WickUffey unlefs certain Great Men, who 
« were the profeffed Abettors and Maintainers of them, 

* were taken off: That Sir John Oldcajile, Lord Cob- 

* bamy being the Chief of them, fhould be firft dealt 

* wirhall ; and that, without Delay, a PrOcefs (hould be 
^ iflued out againft him, as a moft notorious Heretic */ 
And, becaufe the faid Lord was in great Favour with 
the King, for his Conduft and Valour, it was thought 

C ?34 ] advifeable to acquaint his Majefty with their Defigns, 
and the juft Occafion of them ; that, having obtained 
his Leave, their Proceedings might be more fuccefsful, 
and give lefs Offence ^. 

Thefe Things being fettled in Convocation, an Ac- 
cident happened which gave the Clergy a much greater 
Handle to work the Downfal of thefe new Reformers ; 
who, ^being openly abetted by fdme, but fecretly by 
many more Great Men, who wanted to be (haring the 
Revenues of the Church amongft them, were become 

exceed- 

« This Sir John Cohbam had Veen principally concerned in bringing in a 
Bill in the laft Reign for reducing the exorbitant Revenues of the CJergy ; 
I'he wotft Kind of Herefy he could be guilty of. 

b H^alfingbsm, p. 383. Daniel in Kennet, p. 309. Sec alfo FulUr^^ 
^bjtrcb H/fiory, and Co/iier'9 Ecclefiaftical Htfio/j, p. 633, & J^pra. 



Digitized by 



Google 



of EN GL AND. 135 

exceeding dangerous to the Clergy: And, in the very KtogifnriyV. 
firft Year of this King, an In{urredibn of thcfe Refor^ 
mers began in and about London^ beaded by Sir Jabn 
OldcaJlU and others, which might have proved of ill 
Confequence, had not the King himfelf, by his Vigi- 
lance and Condud, fupprefied it. This un^dvifed Step 
of the Lollards gave the young Monarch a warm Refent- 
ment againft them, and made him judge that their 
Principles were equally deArudive to Church and State; 
as has been found, by woful Experience, in fome of 
their Followers of a much later Reign. 

A Parliament was called to meet Ht Ltlcejler on the . ^ . 
30th of Aprils 1414- There is no Account of the Pro- °°%i4?*' ** 
ceedings of this Parliament to be met with on the Rolls ; >.,-,« 
the Abridgement of them gives us the Summons to one, ^^^P*^* 

dated at Wejiminfter the iirft Day of December ^ to meet 
at Lelcejier on the 29th Day of January following, and 
from thence prorogued to meet at the fame Place the laft 
Day oi Aprils which muft be in the fecond Year of this 
King. We prefume the Roll of this Parliamqitis loft; . 
and therefore what we have to fay of it is taken from 
the Statute-Books and our older Hiftorians* The firft 
Ad that we find to be done at it, was a very fevere Sta* 
tute made againft the Followers olWickliffe^ Dodrine, 
whereby it was enaSed ^, * That whoever read the A mod f«vere 

* Scripturesjn £«^//>j&, which was then called ^/r/f//^'s ^*w *8*»^ 
< Learning) fhould forfeit Land^ Cattle, Goods, and ^"^* 

* Life, and be condemned as Heretics to God, Enemies 

* to the Crown, and Traitors to the Kingdom ; that 

* they fhould not have the Benefit of any San£luary, tho' . > 

* thjs was a Privilege then granted to the moft notorious 
^ Malefactors ; and that if they continued obftinate, or 

* relapfed after Pardon, they fhould firft be hanged for 
« Treafon againft the King, and then burnt for Hcrefy 

« againft God.* The Clergy having obtained this Aft, E '35 ] 
it was foon put in Execution ; many were taken, and 
fufFered Death upon it, and others 9ed in great Num- 
bers into Germany^ fiohemia^ France^ Spain^ Portugal j 
and into the Mountains of Scotland^ if^ales, and Irdand. 
Several Afts of public Benefit were like wife pafled in 
this SciTion, viz. An Aft to remedy the Abufes commit- 
ted 

9 Stated af hr^e, Anno z Henry V, 
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King Binry V* ted in diverting the Goods and Revenues of Hofpitals to 

' other Ufes than what the Foqnders intended. Alfo an 

A^ againft the Followers of Wickliffe^ who were called 

Heretics and Lollards \ in which it was required, 

* That the Chancellor, Treafurer, Juftices of the one 

* Bench with the other, Juftices of Peaces Sheriffs, 
^ Mayors, Bailiffs,' and all other Officers, ihould take 

* an Oath to employ their Power^to extirpate all Manner 
•ofHerefies, commonly czMed 'Lollards es^ within the 

< Places where they exercifed their Offices: And that 

* all Perfons convifted of Herefy, and left to the Secular 

< Power, (hould forfeit all their Lands and Goods to the 
^ King.' Likewife an A6): againft Riots and unlawful 
AiTemblies, enjoining, ^ That fuch Rioters as were at- 

* tainted of great and heinous Riots, (hould fufFer at 
^ leaft one whole Year's Imprifonment without Bail or 
^ Mainprize ; and that they who were attainted of leffer 
^ Riots, fhould fufter Imprifonment as long as the King 
^ and his Council thought (it; and that the Fines «on 

< fuch Rioters fhould be raifed to greater Sums than they 

* were ufually, for the Support gf the Cofts of the Ju - 

* ftites and other Officers.* There was another Ad * 
paffed this Parliament, by which the Priories Alien, 
(who depended on fome Capital Abbies in Normandy 
that received the Profits of them) (hould be i;)tirely at 
the King's Difpofal : For the Houfe of Commons con- 
fidered, that, by thefe Abbies beyond Sea poffeffing the 
Lands and Revenues of thefe Alien Priories, great Sums 
of Money were carried out of the Nation ; and they fore- 
faw that, when the War was begun with France^ all the 

T 1x6 1 Subjefts oi England, who had Lands and Eftates in that 

Kingdom, would be deprived of them : They therefore 

. made this A6fc to difpoffefs thefe foreign Monafteries of 

2e8\1ftcd in Se ^^efe Priories Alien, and to veft them in the King, who. 

King. having thus the Power of difpofing of them as he pleas'd, 

foon after, by Letters Pateftt, dated June 24, gave two 

of them (one of Paunfeld in EJfexy the other of fVells in 

Norfolk^ which belonged to the Abbey of St. Stephen's 

. in Normandy) to John Wodehoufe, Efq; and required 

from him no other Acknowledgement than to prefent a 

Rofe to the King yearly on the Feaft of John the Baptijl. 

The 

d This \&. is not in the Statute-Book^ but is mentioned among the 
f atent-Rolls, 3 ^^enry V, p. i. m, 2, 
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The Houfe of Commons having complained of^ the King i7Mr]FV« 
evil Adminiflration of Juftice, and undue Qovernm^nt 
in Sbropjhiriy and that by fiich Negligences more Mur- 
ders and Robberies werie committed there than in anjr 
other County of Englandy the King, to remedy thefe 
Diforders, fent EdwardDxAie of T$rk into that County, 
to fee fuch a Grand Jury returned aS' would eflFeftually 
inquire into fUch Outrages, and puaifh feverely all that 
were guilty of them. 

But, nocwithfianding the AB. againft the Lollards^ tt 
was in this Parliament, at Leiajlery that the Storm which 
had lon^ been raifmg againft the Clergy, had like to 
have broke out to fome Purpofe, had not the Wit and 
policy of Henry Chichely^ then Arohbiihop oi Cantirburj^ Another At- 
who fuccceded -^r««^^/, diverted the Danger. The tempt of the 
Houfe of Commons had again put the King in Mind ^^'"^^J^"*^'^^^^ 
«f what had been deixred in Parliament four Years be- vc^ugj*^^ * 
fore, about converting the Lands and PoiTeffions of the 
Clergy to the Service of the State *. 

♦ This Bill, fays an old ftauncb Protcftant Writer, 
< made the fat Abbots to fweat ; the proud Priors to 

* frown ; the poor Priors to curfe ; the filly Nuns to 

* weep ; and indeed all her Merchants to fear that Bahel 
^ would down ^:' For, at this very Time, the Clergy 
were more apprehenfive of their Danger than ever, fince 
they knew not what the adive and bold Spirit of a 
young Prince, agitated by Counf^ls which had a natural 
Tendency to increafe his own Greatnefs, might produce [ 137 ] 
againft them; and, confequently, they were in a ter- 
rible Confternation, They once thought of fixing the 

King in their Intereft, by the voluntary Prefent of a 

large Sum of Money ; but fome of the wifer Bifiiops 

confidering that fuch an Appearance of Bribery would 

be indecent for Perfons of their Character, and expofe 

them to the Hatred and Scorn of the People, this Pro- 

pofal was reje^Sled. And as it had been coQcIuded, in 

the laft Synod at London^ that the moft efFeftual Courfe 

to avert the impending Storm was to find the King . 

fome other Bgfinefs to employ the Vigour of his Courage, j,fijj|^i,y*p'ompt. 

which might otherwife prove dangerous to them, it ing the King to 

was therefore judged neceflary to turn his Thoughts toi,^^'' ^"^^^^ 



« Fabian s Chronicle, Foijo clxxi* See before, p. 114, ;i5. 
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%i9%HiKry V. War, and to flatter bis Ambition, by reminding him of 
the Crown of France^ defcended to him from Edward II. 
one of his Rojal Progenitors. By a Reprefentation €>f 
the juft Right the King had to that Claim, it was hoped 
his enterprising Spirit might be flirred up to demand the 
Crown of France^ as the undoubted Heir, and, upon 
Refufal, to attempt the Recovery of it by Arms : And, 
tomake thefe Coiinfeh more prevalent, they alfo agreed 
to make an Offer of a great Sum of Money to fupply 

' the neceflary E^pences of the War : Alfo to give up 

all the Alien Priories in the Kingdom, to the Number of 
no, who were poflfefltd of Lands that would confider- 
ably increafe the Revenues of the Crown. 

Thefe Reiblutions were foon after put in Execution ; 
for we are told that, in this very Parliament at Leicejier^ 
^ the Archbiihop of Canterbury rofe up, in the Houfe cf 
Lords, and addrefled the King in Words to this Pur- 
port ^ : 

The Archbiftopc-^^j-E all know. Great Sir, wit*h what Royal 
«pcSh'rFa?cur* W Wifdom and Care you have eftablifhed the 
•t* the (aid War/ Peace and Profperity of your People, and we all enjoy 

* the Bleflings of your excellent Government : But while 

* your Deiigns and Aftions have been diredJed to ^«r 
^ common Good, we have not done any Thing for the 

- g -1 * Increafe of your Empire; and among all the Debates 
*• '^ #1 * in this Honourable Affembly to make Laws for the 

* Security of the Subjeds' Liberties and Privileges, we 

* have negleded to confider how we may advance the 

* Greatnefs of our King, and in him that of our Country 

* top. Now, fince I owe all my Fortune to your Favour, 

* Gratitude, as well as the Duty of a Subjed, obliges 

* me to propound what I think may promote the Ho- 

* nour of fo gracious a Sovereign, and enlarge his Power. 

* You adminifter Juftice to your People with a noble 

* Equity, you are illuftrious in the Arts of a peaceful 

* Government; but the Glory of a great King confifts 

* not fo mw^h in a Reign of Serenity and Plenty, ih 

* great Treafures, in magnificent Palaces, in populous 

* and fair Cities, as^jn the Knlargcment of his Dominions; 

* efpecially 

g Thefe Speeches, in Parliament, are all printed at Length in ^^a/Z^s 
Cbron, Folio xxxvi, ^<. and are but modernized by Mr. Goodwin, See^el^ 
fioWvfJbeaJ, p. SH' ^iotidi, p. 104, (^c, ii^e«(i\Cbr»9» ]?. ^a6» 
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* cfp€cia!ly when the AflertUm of his Right calls him King Etnfy v, 

* cut to War, and Jufiice, not Ambition, authorizes 

* all his Conquefts. 

* Your Majefty ought to wear the Crown of France 

* by SL Right defcendirfg to you from Edward II. your 

* iliuftrious Predeceflbr, That valiant King openly 
^ challenged his Right by Ambafladors, and when the 

* French endeavoured to elude it by a pretended Salique 
^ Law, he bravely attempted to conquer by Arms what 
^ he could not obtain by a juft Treaty. You have the 

* fame Title to demand that Crown, and the fame Rea- 

* fons to make War, upon a Refufal. I doubt not but 
*' they will oppofe their imaginary Salique Law in like 
^ Manner againft your Claim ; but I know very we^l, 

* that as they contradi£l themfelves in affigntng the Ori- 
^ ginal of this Law, fo if it were granted that there is 

* fuch a one, yet France is not concerned in it. It is 
^ in vain to tell us, that it was made1>y Pharamondy the 

* Founder of their Monarchy, as if he could be Founder 

* of a Law which had no Name nor Being till above 

* 400 Years after his Death : For then it was that 
^ Charlis the Great returning from the Conqueft of 

* Saxony^ Part of his Army paiTed the Sala^ and feated 
^ themfelves between that River and the Etbi^ and from 
« the Name of the former were called Saliqut Gauls, 

* This new Colony detefting the vicious Manners of the 

? German Women, made a Law, thit none of that Sex [ 139 J 

* (hould inherit Lands within the Bounds of their little 

* Government. But what is ^11 this to France ? How 
^ will the French perfuade us, that, by virtue of this Law, 

* the Crown of that Kingdom muft not defcend to any 
^ Daughter of their Kings, if they ao not firft prove 

* their Country to be fituated between thofe two German 

* BLivers ? But tho' all were true which they report of 
^ this boafled Law, yet why fhould they ufe it as an 
^ Argument againft the Right of our Kings, whf^n they 

* never, made it any Bar in the SuccefEon of their own ? 
f Pepin, who, by depofing Childeric III, mounted the 

'* Throne, was acknowledged the next Heir as defcend- 
< ed from the Princefs Blithilda^ Daughter oiClothair I. 
f and Hugh Capet , who ufurped the Crown frojn Charles 
^ Duke of Lorrain^ the next Male Heir, to give himfelf 
f the Colour of s^ Tide, alT^r^ed th,at he fprung from 
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Xiiigfl>«ry V, « thc Princefs Lingarda^ the Daughter oi CharUmaign: 

* Thus Lewis IX. too, whom they honour as a Saint, 

* neglciSing the precarious Title of Hugh Capet ^ his 

* Grandfather, could fufficiently fatisiy his Confcience 

* and the Nation, by deriving his Right from Queen 

* Ifabella^ his Grandmother, as defcended from the 

* rrincefs Ermingarde^ Daughter and Heir of Charles 

* Duke of Lorraifij whom Hugh Capet had deprived of 
^ his Kingdom and Life. But were it certain that this 

* Salique Law had, from the Beginnings of the Monarchy, 

* been eftabliflied ind inviolably obfcrved in France ; 
■ yet what Obligation can a Law have, which is con- 
•trary to the Commands of God, and the Cuftoitis of 

* all other Nations, and fo ofFends againft all the Rules 

* of Juftice and Reafon i God declares. That if a Man 

* died without Sons, the Inheritance (hould defcend to 

* thc Daughter : And there never was a Law among 

* any People in thc World, which excluded the Daugh- 

* Iprs from thc Rights of Children. The French alone 

* violate the Statutes of Heaven, and flight all the Laws 

* that are in Force on Earth, that they may devolve the 

* Right of their Crown on whom they pleafe : But it 
^ is your undoubted Right, my Sovereign, and all the 

* Powers of France will be too weak to oppofe your Pof-- 
[ 140 ] * feiSon, if you do but rcfolve to vindicate it. Confider 

^ therefore the juft Title which you have to this Grown, 

* devolved on you by Queen Ifabella^ your Great Grand- 

* mother. Sifter and Heir to three fucceflive Kings of 

* France^ who died without Children, and take up noble 

* Arms to aflcrt fo juft a Caufe I Advance your Standard 

* into France y and, with affured Hope&of Viftory, march 

* to conquer thoiS Dominions which are your own by 

* Inheritance ! There is no true Engli/hman but is ready 

* to devote his Life and Fortune to fo glorious a Service 

* of his King : And,, in full Perfuafion of the Jufticie of 

* the War, we the Clergy have given fuch a Sum of 

* Money to maintain it, as was never granted to any of 

* your Predeceffors, and will join all our Prayers for the 

* Succefs of your Arms.' 

When the Arcbbifhop had ended his Speech, and 
the King fecmed moved with it, NevJl Earl of IVeJi^ 
Tnorelandy who was High-Warden of the Marches to-» 
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'W2Lrds Scotland^ apprehending that the Country oom- King .H>«ry V, 
initted to his Government would be expofed to the In- ■ 
curfions of that Nation, if the King fhould draw his 
Forces out of England for this Expedition, thus fpoke 
to diffuadc the War ^ : 
/ Though, faid he, I freely acknowledge myfelf of the ^.^^;^^^^^ 
fame Mmd with my Lord the Archbiihop, as to the by the Bad of 
Glory that will be gained in conquering Frana^ znAtyejimorelandi 
the Advantages that may arife from the Acquifition of 
fuch a flouriming Kingdom, yet I cannot but advife, 
that our Arms fhould be firft turned on Scotland^ that, 
by fubduing that People to the Englijh Dominion, the 
whole Ifland may be brought under one Government. 
When all our Strength and Forces fliall be united, 
when th«re fhall be no Enemies to difturb us within 
the Bounds of this our little World, feparated from 
the other by the Ocean, then will be the proper Time 
to confider of foreign Conquefts, and how we may 
extend the ^ff^///* Empire abroad, which, while we 
are unfecured at home, we cannot attempt with any 
reafonable Hopes of Succefs. It has therefore been the v 
conftant Pradice of wife Governments, who have 
profpered in enlarging their Dominions, firft to fubdue [ H* 1 
thofe People which bordered on them, before they ad- 
vanced their Arms againft the more remote. By this 
Method were the jfffyrian^ Perfian^ and Grecian Mo- 
narchies raifed to flich Height of Power, that a great 
Part of the World w^s forced to bow to them. Thus 
the Romans eftablifbed a target Empire than any of the 
former ; but they would have failed in the Attempt, if 
they had invaded more diftant Nations, before they 
had fubdued their Neighbours: But when, by conquer- 
ing the Samnitesy the Folfciy the Fidenates^ and other 
People around them, they had made themfelves intire 
Matters of all Italy^ they foon carried their viftorious 
Arms thro' moft Parts of the Earth. But what need 
I argue from Examples i It is Reafon fufficient againft 
a War with France^ that whenever to invade that 
Kingdom we fhall draw the Strength out of oijr 
own, tl>e Scois^ our antient and inveterate Neighbours, 
will bring Fire and Sword into the Bowels of our un- 
guarded Country. And, to put this paft Qucilion, I 

' will 

IhUingJheadf ' 546, Biondi, , 
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Kio&li>»ry V*, « vi^lil only remind yoii of the old League between t^^ 

* Nation and France^ by which, ifeitnerof thjem a« 
^ invaded, they are bound mutually to ai&ft one anotheA 

* We have found them fo pMn£^ual to their Agreeoient 
^ hitherto, that, whenever we have tranfported our Ar-^ 

* mies into Francg^ the Scot$ have entered our Country 
^ with dreadful Devaftations. If then we muft have a 

* War with cither of thefe People, let it be with Sc9t^ 

* landi where all Things promife to us an cafier Viftory, 

* tfieir King being an honourable Prifpner in our Courts 

* and the unfeafonable Severity q£ the Duke of Albany^ 
^ who governs in his Abfence, having thrown that Na- 
^ tion into difmal Convulfions. But to invade France^ 

* what a vaft Army is neceflary ; what immenfe Sums 
f of Money to r^ife and pay the Soldiers, and what « 

* prodigious Fleet to tranfport them ?' 

Btit being fup- The Earl having ended, the Duke of ExeUr^^ the 
'^^oiEx^ur *^'"g'^ V^cUy who having been dcfigped by bis Father 
'''^' for the Church, had jfcceived a learned Educatioa in the 
[ 142 ] Univerfities oi Italy y thus fpoke in Anfwer : 

^ If I did not know that the mod efFedual Courfe ta 

* deilroy any Mifchief is to cut ofF the Root which feeds 

* it ; and if Experience had not taught all of us that 
^ France is the Spring which has nourilhed a perpetuai 

* growing Enmity in the Hearts of the Scots againft us, 

* 1 fhould advife that the French might be the laft with 

* whom we make War. But fmce they have always 

* been induftrious to render Scotland an irreconcileable 

* Enemy, and to foment in t}ie Minds of that Nation 

* a fierce Hatred and Defire of Revenge ; fmce they 

* have on all Occafions ijtirred them u{) to invade us, 
N * and by their Afliftance have enabled them to do To, it 

* is certainly the beft Counfel, that, by a vigorous War 

* upon France^ we fhoidd ftrike at the Head of all thefe 

* lyiifchiefs : For, if that Kingdom be conquered, either 

* the Scots will no more be our Enemies, their Hatred 
•^being no longer kept alive and cheriQied by the old 

* Fomenters of it; or if they refufe to incorporate into 
, . * one People with us, yet deftitute of Succour from that 

* Nation, they muft without any lafting Warfubmit to 

* our Power. How will they be in a Condition to fight 

* us, 

J IMling (heady Biondr'y Sec. call him fo ; 
•»f Dorjetf though created DuJjic afterwards. 
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* US, when they (hall want Arms to put into their Sol- Kins Henry v^ 
'idiers Hands, or OfEcers to lead them, all Supplies 

* from France being cut 6fF? And whither ihall they ' 
^ have Recourfe for Aid, when that People is fubdued 

* by us ? Not to Denmark^ whofe King is Brother-in- 

* Law to ours ; not to Portugal and Cajiile^ for the 

* Kings of both thofe Nations are allied to our^ Sove- 

* reign ; not to Italy at fo great a Diftance ; not to G^r- 

* many or Hungary^ which are in League with us. Let 

* us then begin the War with France ^ fmce we fliall 

* conquer two Nations with one Vifiory ; and fincc a 

* rich, fruitful, ^d pleafant Country, v^ill be the Reward 
' of the Conqueror. What though the Scots may in- 

* vade us, whea our King with his Army is abfent i 
^ Their Incurfions furely will not be fo dangerous, bul^ 

* that tl\e Earl of Wejlmorelandj who is Warden of 
' the Marches, with a few fele£l Troops, will be able 
^ not only to make Head againft them, but to give them 
'aRepulfe/ 

The Duke's Arguments prevailed with the Kiiig and [ 143 ] 
his Brothers, who being all young and ardent of Glory, , 

were impatient to fignalize their Courage againft the 
old Enemies ^of their Country : And the fame gallant 
Spirit diffufing itfelf through the Minds of the other ^„ jg decl»ea 
Nobles, they all declared for a War with .Fn7;ir^ ; accordingly* 
ii^hich being thus refolved on, the Parliament was pro-' 
rogued to Wejiminfter* 

In this Parliament the King* created his Brothers 
^fihriy Duke of Bedford ; and Humphrey^ Duke of GloU'- 
after ; and Richard^ Brother to the Duke of Tork^ was 
alfo made Earl of Cambridge ^ 

We have faid that there is no Account of the Proceed- 
ings in this former Seffion of Parliament at Leicejier^ 
nor of the Prorogation of it, as above, in the Records ^ 
but a new Parliament, which was called to meet at 
Wejiminjier^ this fame Year, falls in exadlly with the 
Hiftories, and goes on regularly with them for the fu- 
ture i the Writs bearing Date 5i?p/^»/^^r 26, to be holden 
on the OSfaves of St. Martin following at Wejiminjier* 

It having been our Cuftom, hitherto, to cxhi^bit aAnnoRegai, 2. 
Lift of the Temporal Lords, once or twice in a King's ^^^^' 

Reign, Mmp.miKfitr. 
I H4ir% Cbnnhii, Fel, xxxvi. J. Sirme, p 345. 
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Kjng Henry V. Rcign, we fliall therefore give the Names of the Peers 
iiimmoned to this Parliament °\ ^ 



i 144 ] 



cfHOMAS Duke of 
-^ Ctartnte^ and Earl of 

Alhemarle. 
John Duke oi Bedford^ and 

Earl of Kendale. 
Humphrey Duke of Ghu- 

ceftevy andEarlofP^/w- 

hroke. 
Edward Duke of Torh. 
Richard Earl of Cambridge. 
Edward Courtney^ Earl of 

De*mnjhire. 
Thomas Earl of Arundete. 
Edmond Earl of March. 
Richard Beauchamp » Earl 

of Warwick. 
Richard de Vere^ Earl of 

Oxford. 
Thomas Earl of Sali/bury. 
John Earl-Marflial. 
' Thomas Earl of Dorfet. 
Michael de la Pole^ Earl of 

Suffolk. 
Ralph Nevile^ Earl of ^^y?- 

morelandy 
Edward Lord Charlton^ of 

Powis. 
Jf^illiam Lord Clinton. 
Thomas Lord de la War. 
Henry Lord Scropiy of i?i/2>- 

Henry Lord Fitzhugh. 
William Lord Ferrirs^ of 
Grohy. 



TJjomat Lord Morley. 
Hugh Lbrd Burnel. 
Thomas Lord Berkley^ of 

Berkley. 
John Lord /^^&j. 
Ralph Lord CromwelL 
Ralph Lord Grey/lock. 
Thofnas Lord DacrCy of 

Giljland. 
Robert Lord Harrington* 
Robert Lord Willoughby. 
John Lord Lovely of 7/VA- 

merjh. 
Richard Lord Gr^^, of Ci- 

donore. . 
Reginald Lord Gr^j, of 

Ruthyn. 
Peter Lord Mauley. 
William Lord Zouchy of 

Harrtngworth. 
Thomas Lord Camois. . 
William Lord Botreaux. 
John Nevily Lord Z,tf//t 

Richard Lord Strange. 
Robert Lord Poynings* 
Gilbert Lord 7'^/i<?/. 
7(?6« Lord C///fir^. 
7<7A« Lord r<7/^^/, of /Wr'- 
nival. 

No Lord-Wajden of the 
Cinque-Potts in this Lift* 



On the 19th of November the Parliament nfiet, and 
the King being feated on his Throne, in the Painted 
Chamber of his. Palace zt Wejlminjier^ by his Com* 
mand,the Bifhop oi Winchejier^ his Uncle, and Chart* 

celloT 

n» Cc«ea*8 Abridgement^ p. 538. DugdaU\ Summvns to ParliameiUp 
f* S94« 
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ccllor of England^, o^Titi the Sefiion by a Speech ;Kifig'H«iMyV« 
vvherein he declared, < That his Majefty wouJd that 

* the Church, with all Corporations and Perfon^, (hould ' 

* enjoy their former Liberties : That theKing not on- 

* ly endeavoured to govern the Realm wifely, but he 

* was alfo flrengthening himfelf to recover his due In- 
' heritance, which, though belonging to, yet had been 

* a long Time with-held from, his Crown ; which 

* Claim he was refolved to profecutfe even unto Death ; 

< and for the attempting fuch a mighty Exploit, great 

* Provifion was required.* , 

Then taking for his SubjeA, Dum Tempus habemut 
cpenmur bmum^ he inferred from thence, * That to ' 

* every natural Difpofition two Kinds of Times, or 

* Seafons, were limited ; for Inftance, as to Trees, one 

* Time of growing,* and another Time of bloflbming 
' and bearing Fruit ; to Man, one Time for Labour^ 

* and another for Reft ; to Princes, the Heads of Men, 

* a Time for Peace, and another for War. That t;hie [ 145 } 

* King finding his People in great Eafe and Peace, had 

* therefore the better Opportunity to attack the Enc- 

* my ; to which he applied Dum Tempus, That, to 

< fuch an high and noble Enterprize, fome Things 

* were abfolutely neceiTary, as good Advice, Obedience 
*' of his Subje6^s, and a chearful Relief from them : 

* That they ought to grant a larger Subfidy, confider- 

< ing that their Prince and only Patron would go in 

* Perfon againft the Enemy, and freely expofe his Life 

< to all the gangers of the War; and concluded with' 
^ defiring the Commons to chufe a Speaker, and prer 

< fcnt him the next Day to the King.' Accordingly J^^^*^^*p^^* 
they, eleded Thomas Chaucer^ Efq; and prcfented hhn in cd Speaker* 
the ufual Form* 

The Commons then proceeded to confider of the 
Supplies, and, by the Afient of the Bilhops and Lords, 
granted to the King two whole TenthjS and two whole 
Fifteenths, to be levied on the Laity. ^ ^"PP'^ ^^****- 

It was enaded likewife, ^ That the King, by his 
^ Council, (hould have Power to make Ordinances con- 
^ cerning the Coin, which (hould continue till the next 

* Parliament.* 

Htnry Percy ^ Grandfori of the late Earl of Northum- 

hrlandy and Son to Hiftry Hatfpur^ flain at the Battle 

Vol.11. ' K of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 The Parltamentary Hist our 

King Henry V. of Shrsw/iury^ being now of Age, and a Priibner in 
Scotland^ prefented his Declaration to the Parliament ; 
Henry Percy re jn whlch hc flicwed that the King had rcftored him to 
571^4 EftaJ'" the Honour which his Father had forfeited by his Re- 
bellion, and had made him Earl of Northumberland : 
He therefore required a general Reftitution to it in' 
Blood, and that he might be reftored to all the Heredi* 
taments which were entailed, with free Entry in all of 
them, referving to the King the Lands of Fee*fimple. 
The King granted all to him, on Condition that, before 
his Entry into any of the faid Lands, he fhould, by Mat-* 
ter of Record in Chancery, prove the Lands entailed : 
' And his Majefty appointed Sir Robert Umfrevile to treat 
With the Scots about Percy's Delivery; who^ by the 
Earl of Northumberland^ hfs Grandfather, had been left 
there as an Hoftage. He confirmed alfo to John Duke 
of Bedford^ and t6 his Heirs Male, the Caftle, Earl-* 
[ 146 ] dom, Honour, and Seigniory of ^iVi&ni^^, which Ralph 
Earl of Weftmoreland held ^luring his Life. 
Aasforthclte. In this* Parliament it was enaSed, * That fuch Per- 
giilationof ju- < fons only (bould be made Juftices of Peace, by the 
Acta •£?«*€€ J . ^jyj^g ^f ^j^g Chancellor, and of the King's Coun- 
' cil, who dwelt in the County in which they were to 

* exercife their Office.' 

That whereas, contrary Xo the Statute made in the 

• thirty-fixth Year of Edward IIL forbidding any Parifh 

Prieft, or Yearly Prieft, to take more than five or 'fix 

Marks for their Annual Stipend, the Prieft refufed to 

ferve under Ten Pound, Twelve Marks, or Ten Marks * 

The Clergy j ^^ 'he lea'ft : It was ordained, * That no Yearly Chap- 

' * lain fhould take above feven^ nor any Pariin Prieft, 

* retaiaqd to be a Curate, more than eight, but by Li* 
' cence'of the Ordinary, fo as the whole Sum exceeded 

* not nine Merks. * " 

In Confideration of the Abufes that arofe from fuch 
Perfons fervingon the Inqueft and Jury, as (having no- 
thing to live upon, nor to lofe when convifted of Per-i 
jury) ^ave falfe Verdifts contrary to their Confciences, 
an A& was made, * That no Perfon who^ had wot, in 

* Land or Tenements, forty Shilliogs yearly, ihould be 
And Juries. * admitted on an Inqueft upon Trial of Life and Death, 

* nor on any other ItiqUeft, rn Pleas Real or Perfonal, of 

* which the Debt and Damages declared amounted to 
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*'f6rty Marks;' but, upon the Parties cbncerncd chal-'^iog^iW'yV, 
* Jenging him, (hould be rejefted.' 

By Authority of this Parliament, Richardy who was 
Bon and Heir to the Earl of Cambridge^ beheaded at 
Southampton for High Treafon the Year before, was j^uhard, ^ to 
reftored to Blood, and created Duke of Totk.^ This the Earl o(Ctf«- 
Prince was the fole Heir to the Houfe of that Name, ^'^"'if'*'^®'*^ 
and fome Timfe after married Cidly^ Daughter to the ^ 

Earl t>f Wejimorelandy by whom he had Henry^ who 
died young \ Edivard^ afterwards King ; Edmund^ Earl 
of Rutland ; Jnne^ Duchefs of Exeter ; Elizabeth^ 
Duchefs of Suffolk ; Qeorge^ Duke of Chtence ; Rich" 
€trd^ Duke of Gloucefttr^ afterwards King \ and Mar^ 
garety Duchefs of Burgundy \ . 

The King had been fufficiently moved with the [ 147 ] 
Reafons given in the Parliament at Leice/ier ior making 
his Claim to the Crown of France^ and his great Cou- 
rage and Spir'it now fpurred him on to attempt the Con- 
queft of that Kingdom, if his Demands were not ac- 
cepted. The Subfidies granted, by the Clergy and 
Laity, to enable the King to begin this great Entet- 
prize, amounted, in the whole, to a very large Sum ; 
and, if we may believe ^n old Hiftorian, to no lefs tban 
three hundred thoufand Marks Sterling^ By «which 
Means great Levies of Men were made, fuccefsfully, in ^ , 
all Parts of the Kingdom. 

But, to gain 9 more fpecious Pretence for War, it 
•was neceffary firft to offer Peace ; tho' upon fuch Terms 
as Henry knew well enough would not be accepted* 
There had been, fome Time before, a Treaty of Marriage 
fet on Foot between this young Monarch and thcPrincefe _ 
of France^ who is faid to have been a Paragon of Beau- 
ty ; but 410W Henry much enlarged his Demands with 
the Princefs ; and, by his Ambafladors to the Court of 
France^ infilled on a Reflitution of all thofe Provinces 
which his Predeceflbrs had ever enjoyed in that King- 
dom. How defirous foever the French Court was of 
an Alliance with England^ and marrying their Princefi 
to a young and potent King, yet the reftoritrg thefe 
Provinces was a very difagreeablc Article, and could 
never be reconciled to their Politics. ' 

, K 2 Accord- ^ ' ^ 

* Fabian % Cbton, FoL clxxiv* 
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Y^ Henry v. Accordingly . all Treaties of Peace were broke off 

The Frwtf-fe War "P^*^ '^» ^ ^^^ Ki"g of England made mighty Prcpa- 
profecut^d with latlons, both by Sea and Land, Co invade Prance^ and 
great Vigour, aflert his Right fo that )Slingdom by the Ratio ultima 
Regum. He iet Sail from Southampton^ 4ugujl 13, 1415, 

and landed the next Day near Harfleur^ in Normandy. 
Awao Rcgni 3. In the King's Abfence John Duke of Bedford^ his 
'4»5« Brother^ and whom he had left Regent, called a Par- 
AifFefimHnfter,^^^^^^^ to meet at Wefiminfier^ on Monday next after 
' St. Luk€\ Day ; but it was prorogued to the Monday 
after the Feaft of All-Saints^ in the third Year of this 
Reign ?.' At which Time, being all aflembled in the 
Painted -Chamber at Wtftminjler before the Regent, the 
Bilhop of Winchefter^ the King's Uncle, and ftill Chan- 
cellor of England^ opened the Caufe of the Summons to 
be, ', For the Honour of the King, who himfelf highly 
honoured God Almighty and his Holy Church, and willed 
that it (bould enjoy all its Rights, . Liberties, and 
Franchifes granted by his Noble Progenitors 5 the fame 
alfo to all Cities, Boroughs, fcff. 

* That this Parliament was called for two Caufes ; 
iirft, For the good Government of the Realm in the 
Xing's Ab/encie ; and the other, To provide a good 
and fufficient Aid for the Furtherance of the King's En- - 
terprizes in France ^ fqrthe Jlecovery of his Rights in that 
Kingdom.' Then the Orator took for his Subjea to 
proceed on, thefe Words 5 Sicut et ipft fecit nobis ita et 
nos eifaciamus : Upon which he obferved ; firft, on 
good Government he declared, * That the King, ever 
fmce his Coronation, had laboured for the £afe, Surety, 
and Tranquillity of all his Subjefts, as was very well 
known j and, as the Wife Man fays. Sine Jujlitia non 
regit ur Refpublica^ et inclinavit Cor fuum ad faciendum 
Juflificationes tudsy and therefore, for the Intention 
abovefaid, Sicut et ipfe nobisj fcfr. that after the frequent 
Requifitions the King had made to his Adverfary of 
France^ by the Way of Peace, and for the avoidincr the 
EfFufion of Chriftian Blood, of his Rights in that I^ng- 
^ dom, and no Reftitution could be had but by Force of 
Arms, he fet afide all Delicacies, £afe, and Security of 

his 

a The Summons and Prorogation of this Parliament are only given in 
the Abridgement of the Records, not one Word of the Proceedings of it. 
This is taken from tjic Rolls. i?or, Part, 3 Hen, V, p. a, ' 
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bis Perfon, and adventured himfelf in the Entcrprize; Kln^HehryV. 
wholly irufting in the Juftice of his Caufe and in God, 
according to another Saying of the Wife Man, Certa 
proju/iitia et Dominus pugnabit pro te.* 

TTie Chancellor next recited to them the Manner of 
the King's happy Paflage over Sea, and his landing near 
the Town o^ Harfleur^ in Frances and, notwithftanding 
it was the ftrongeft in thofe Parts, after a (hort Siege, 
with little or no Lofs on his Side, it was taken. And 
albeit the King was obliged to put a ftrong G'arrifon 
into that Place, and that his Army was reduced by 
Sicknefs, and by fending back many to England for the The Viaory «t 
Recovery of their Health, the King marched the Re- ^fj^edTn'parlia. 
inainder through the Heart of France towards Calais ; xncnt, 
but was met bv the Way with the whole Power of his 
£nemies ; and notwithftanding their great Superiority 
of Numbers, in Comparifon of his own poor Few, they 
were all difcomiited, taken Prifoners, or flain, without 
any great Lofs of the Englijh. . * 

The Chancellor added, * That, after this glorious and^ 
wonderful Vidlory, the King brought his Army and 
Prifoners fafe to Calais ; to the Praife and Glory of 
God, and to the greateft Honour and Profit that this 
Nation ever received in fo little a Time. Therefore, 
lie concluded, it was their Bufmefs in Parliament to 
provide for the carrying on of a War, fo happily begun 
by the King, that they might verify his Text, whicli 
iaid, Sicut et ipfe fecit nobis y ita et nos ei faciamus.* ^ 

The Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appoint- . 
ed, as ufual, the next Day the Commons appeared again ^'J^fM^^Nt** 
before the Regent in Parliament, and prefented Sir Rich- Sp€aker,, 
4ird Redmaine for their Speaker ; who, after the ufual 
Proteftation made, was confirmed in that Office. 

Ou the I2th Day of November^ the Commons, with 
the Afient of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, granted . 
the King the former Subfidy on Woolls, Leather, and 
Skins, with the fame Tonnage and Poundage as in the 
Jaft Parliament, to hold during his Life^ and to be dif- A large Sufefidy, 
pofed of at his own Will and Difcretion ; with this 
i'rovifo, That this Grant fhould not be made, an Ex- 
ample of by^ any other King of Englana in Time to 
. K 3 comct 
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KiniHejtryy. come. At the faipc Inftant th^y alfo granted the King 
one entire Fifteenth and one Tenth, to be levied on the 

Laity in Manner accuftomed. Thcfe extraordinary 

Grants were u(hered in with many high-flown Expref- 
fions and Congratulations to the King on the great Va- 
lour and Condu£i he had {hewn, and bis wonderful 
Succefs in all his Enterprizes. 

^ Any common Reader of £«f///5 Hiftory may remem- 
ber that, before the King embarked from Southampton 
for France^ Richard Earl of Cambridge^ Henry J^ord 
' Scrope, SLtid . Sir Thomas Gray^ were arreftcd for High 
Ti;eafon, tried, convicted, and beheaded at the fame 
Place. This ParKament confirmed the Sentence and 
Execution of the aforefaid I^ords, and the whole Proceed- 
The Sentence ings againft them are inrolled in their Journals \ where- 
againfttbe Lords jjy all ^hcir Poffeffions whatfover are declared to be for- 
Votfi^xt^Ahr ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^® King..r-Thefe Records are well worth th^.. 
parliament. InfpeSion of any particular Writer of this King's Life, 
or a fnore general Hiftoriao, in order to illuftrate, if 
poffible, the only dark Paflage of this Reign. - 

The reft of the Prcccedings of this Parlianient turn, 
chiefly on private Aftairs, and are nothing to our Pur- 
poTe, except we menti^oh the laft, by which it was. 
enaded, on a Petition of the Commons, That ^ Sort of 
Money, then called Galley Half-Pence^ fliould be en- 
tirely fuppreflTed and rendered of no Value ; and all fuch 
wh^erever found {faould -be forfeited to the King. Alfo 
' Severja Sorts of ^^^^i the Money called Sejkin and bodekin^ and all 
pom f»PP^«"*^d-jviani>er of 5c(^/j Silver Moneys, fliould be outed, and 
not go in apy Payment whatfoever \ and that Procla- 
mation fhould be made accordingly in all the Counties, 
&f<:. in England. , 

How long this Parliaipent fat is ui}certain from the 
Record ; but it could not he long, for the King returned 
into 'England, the latter End of November this Year^ and 
fnade his triumphant'Entry into London a few Days af- 
ter, bringing with him his Prifoners and other Trophies 
of his Vi<Sory, where he muft have been a welcome 
' . ^ and a gallant Sight to the Citizens. It is obfervable 
that, in the two hft S.ummons to Parliament,, there are 
not twenty Peers named to whom Writs were fent for 
|hat Purpofe j the reft we may well fuppofe vftrz then 
gathering Laurels with their hci'oic Siovereigh in France. 

' / \\ 
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• It was ibme Time after the King's Return before other Kteg Henry y. 
Writs were fent out to call a new Parliament, which 
were dated the 21ft of January^ and were returnable 
the 1 6th of March following. 

On which Day the whole Aflembly being met at . ^ j^^ ^^ ; 
Wejiminftir^ the King, fitting in his Royal Throne, in ,4,^'. 
the Painted Chamber of the Palace* commanded the ^^ . - ^ 
Biftop of Winchefter^ ftill Lord-Chancellor, to open ' v^^^P^>* 
the Caufe of the Summons ; who, in the Prefence of [ 148 ] 
the Three £ftates of the Realm, firft made the ufual 
Declaration, That it was the King's Royal Will and 
Pleafure that the Church, and all other Perfons and Cor* 
porations, ihould enjoy their Liberties, and then took 
for his Text Initwvit Fpbis P^tam, \ ■ 

In difcourfmg on which he endeavoured to demon- 
ftrate, * That a Thing well begun, and continued with 
^Diligence,, muft have a profperous Event, according 

* to the Siying, 

Dimuiium Fa^j\ ^ut bene capit hahet, - 

* This he applied to the King's SucceflTes, who had 

* made fo. glorious a Beginning, by invading Frande to 

* recover his Right, and an Inheritance derived from 

* his Anceftors. He put them in Mind of his late gal- 

* lant Enterprize, in a continued' Courfe of Victory, by 

* the Conqueft of Harfleur^ and the Defeat of the 

* French^ in ii general Battle at Agincourt : That, it be- 

* ingt>nly peculiar to divine Wifdom to forefee the End 

* and Event of all Things, he entirely referred that to 

* God, with great Hope of Succefs from fo profperou* 

* a Beginning ; which, that the King might be en- 

* a^ed to pbtain, h^had called this Parliament for their 

* good Counfel and AiTiftance.' 

The Commons, retiring to the Houfe affigned them, si, Walter 
which was then called le Froitour^ within thie Abbey of Beauchamp 
JVejftminfter^zhoh ^Iv tVa Iter Beauchamp, Knight, for*^^^^'^" Speaker. 
their Speaker; who, being allowed, they-next, with 
the Affent of the Bifhops and Lords, appointed that the 
Tenths and Fifteenths, granted laft Parliament,, fliould r , .« i 
be paid fooncr than was ordered. By the fame Autho- 
rity it was ena<9ed, ' That, confidering the long Va- 

* cancy in the Popedom, and the damnable Schifm be- 

* tvvecn 
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^iaiJBiHiyy* < tween the twp Popes,, all Bilhops £led, and othei^ 
^ Perfons, fhould be confirmed by their own Metropo- 
* litans, upon the King's Writ, without farther Excufe ' 
^ * or Delay/ 

On the 8th of. Jpril the King prorogued the Parlia- 
ment to Monday in the third Week after Eafier \ when, 
being again aflembled, the Chancellor told them. The 
' Realon of the faid Adjournm'ent was not only on 

Occafion of the devout Time, but that an honourable 
Peace had been offered by the French^ and that the Em- 
peror Sigifmund*' was come into England to be the Me- 
diator in it ; in which the Commons were defired to 
give their Advice. But, though this is here mentioned . 
in the Record s^ they give us no farther Account about 
« it. The other Tranfa^lions of this Parliament are all 

on lefs public Affairs, no new Subfidy being either a(k- 
ed or granted ; which might have been dwing to the 

freat Riches the King had acquired, either by the vaft 
lunder at Jgincourt^ or the Ranfom of Prifoners. 
The following are the moft remarkable Petitions in 
this Parliament : 
petitions pf the Petition. * That all Sheriffs, for the Fees of Knights 
Com»oi>«« < coming to the Parliament, might enter into ail Li- 
^ berties, except the Demefnes of all Lords, and fuch 

* Towns as find Burgeflfes. 

Anfwer. The Statute made 12 Richard IL Jhouldhe 
kept. 

. Pet. ' That all Sheriffs might be difcharged in the 
•Exchequer upon their Oaths. 

Anf. The King will be advifed^ 

Pet. * That all. Owners of Ships, during the Time 

, ^ of their being in the King's Service, might have three 

< Shillings and four Pe.nce.in the Ton above the ordi- 

* nary Freight. 

Anf. The King would do according to Reafon^ 
Pet. * That all Men might go to the Parts of Iceland 
♦ • to fifli freely, as they ufed to do. 

Anf. The King -will take Advice. 
Pet. * That all the Ordinaries through the Kingdom 
- r ijo ] * might, by an afliaiied Day, inquire, and certify in* 

* to Cbancery, the Foundations of Hoff^ itals, with ali 

* Circum- 
d He is Ailed, in the Record^ he fira-^on^rabU F'inif U Roy dc Ko|Qai|i9. 
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^CircUmfiances, that Redrefs might be made tn this King iZhir^ v; 

* BuCnefs. 

AoC The Statute made at Lelcefter, 2 Henry Y . Jhall , 

hiobfirved. , 

Pit. * That the King's Purveyors do (ake eight 
< Buihels of Corn only to the Quarter, ftrik'd ; and that 

* they ;ake up no Provifion in the Markelt, without the 

* Good-will of the Party, and ready Pay^ 

Anf^ The Statutes made for that Purpofe Jhall he kepu 
. Pit. * That foine Remedy might be found for the 
^Relief of thie poor Clergy, muchwafled, becaufe the 

* Univerfities fwarmed with new Learning, by reafon 

^ of the Statute of Provtfors, which caufed the old Faith ' 
' to be neglcdiedJ' 

Anf. At the King^s Motion^ the Bijhops premifed t9 
frmdi a Remedy for this Bufinefs. , 

?//* VThat the Penalty of fuffering any Prifoner to 
' efeape, who was guilty of counterfeiting, walhine, or 
^ clipping Money, might be ico/. 

Anf. Ihe Penalty jhall he arbitrary ^ as before. ' 

Pet. "^ That all Writs of Subpoena, and Certis di 
^ Cnufis^ going out of the Chancery and Exchequer, 
' might be controlled, and not granted in Matters de« 
^ terminable at the Common Law, on Penalty of the 
^ PlaintilF's paying 40/. by way of Debt to the Defendant. : 

Anf. * The King will be advifed. 

It was alfo enabled in this Parliament, * That where- 
^ as feveral Bretons were come into the Kingdom, either Aat palU^ 

* as Spies, or to carry Money and Jewels out of the 

* Nation, all of them not naruralized, were, by Aft 

* of Parliament, required to go out of the Land, be- 

* fore the 24th of June enfuing, upon capital Penalty.' 
This was becaufe the Duke of Bretaigne was confedrate 
With the King of Frame,, 

And whereas Provifions of Benefices from the Pope 
had been made Ufe of, to exclude from the faid -Bene«* 
fices the Incumbents who, by the Gift of the Patron, 
Kad long enjoyed them ; it was thereforie ordained by 
another Ad; ' That no Incumbents (hould be moleft- [ 15* 1 

* ed under PreterKe of any fuch Provifions of the Pope ; ► 

* that whoever difqureted them, (houid incur the Pe- 
^ nalties contained in the Statutes of Provifors before 
^ made^ and that they (hould be profecuted by Procefs of 

* Pr4f- 
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Kingffauy V. € Prsmunirf^ facias formed againft them ; and that tlie 

* Perfon who fued ihem (hould recover treble Damages/ 

Another A£k, pafled, to make Clipping, Wsrfhing, 
• and Filing of Money, Treafon : And whereai, (by 

/ jreafon that it belonged only to the King't Juftioes be« 
lore himftlfi or by fpecial Commiflion afiigned, to jiidgtf 
and puniih this Crime) it was fo boldly and generally 
pra^tifed, that the Deilrudtion of all the Coin'wa^ un- 
avoidable, if hafty Execution and Remedy were not 
provided ; it was therefore enaded in another' Seatute, 
^ That the Juftices affigned to take Affise$, m all chd 

* Counties of England^ ibould have Power, by the King'$ 

* CommifBons, to hear, and determine in their Seffionsj 

< all fuch Caufes concerning the debafing or faliifying 

< the Coin of tbe.Natbn/ And whereas, contrary to 
' the CuAom in the Days of Edward III. when no more 

than Half a Crown, or a Crown at the^moft, was paid 
for provinga Will» the Ordinaries did now take forty oi* 
fifty Shilli ngs : It was therefore ordained by another A A; 
^ That noOrdinary ihould take above that old cuftomary 
^ Rate for the Probate of any Teftament, upon Penalty 
' of forfeiting to the aggrieved Perfon treble the Sum (6 

* leceived/ This S^tatute was to ftand in Force only td 
the End of the following Year. 

Tbefe AAs being pailed, and Henry^ the Grandfori 
of Henry Percy ^ Earl of Northumberland^ who had fo 
loag been an Exile in Scotland *, and who^ in the Parlia- 
, ment held at Weftminjlir^ in the fecond Year of this 
King's Reign^ had been reilored to his Honours and 
Lapds, havmg now, in the Houfe o^ Lords, done Ho- 
mage to the King f^uing in his Chair of State, thi$ 
Seffion ended* 

Strong Applications were now milde, by Means of 
the Emperor and others, for a firm Peace between the 
two Nations ; but that not fucceedtng, a Truce was 
concluded on to laft only till Cendlemas^ and the King 
yitvA Vb Calais^ in order to meet the French Ambaflfa- 
dors and con&m it. He (ailed from Sandwich^ Septtjm- 
her 4, 1416; but, the Day- before, the King figned 
Writs for calling a new Parliament, dated at Sand- 
wich^ 

a It aj^cars by the Records that he hadlteen left there by his Graikd- 

father, as an Hoftage, on fome Agreeinem made between Xhe $cati Kio^ 
^d, hitn« 
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wuichj Siptetnher 3, to meet at JVeflminfler on the igtb'Kuij&wry r. 
of OSi^ber following ; before which Time the King re- 
tupiied back to England. 

Oa the Day of the Meeting the Biibopof JVin^ f «5« 3 ' 
fbifiir opcn'd the SeiSort with the ufual Formalities j and, ^nno Reeni 4. 
after quoting for his Them? this Latin Sentence, Ope- 1416. 
ram ditis ut ijuieti fttis^ he alledged, * That as God ^^ 
, * had in fix Days created ^1 the World, and refted ;he ^'^^^^-^^ 

* feventh ;> fo the King, agreeable to his Coronatipn 

* Oath, had, in five fortner Parliaments, endeavojured ' 

* to eftablifii good Laws for juit Adminiftrattonat Home^ 

^ and the fecuring of an hoooMrabie Peace Abroad: . . 

* But that the French were fo little inclined to comply. 
*. with the reafonable Terms offered them, that they re*- 
^fufed to render the few Englijh Prifoners they had taken; ' 

* at the Battle of Aginc»urty or to ranfom their own :- 

* That the King, provoked at the obfiinate Injufttce o£ 

* an Enemy, who refolved not to do him Right in any 
^ Thing, was conftrained to attempt the Recovery oC 

* his own by Force of Arms, And flnce, faid he, this 

* is his Majefty's jaftRefolutfon, and that there is, in^ 

* deed, ^no other Way to bring his Enemy to Reafon, 

* Bella faciamus ut Pacem habeamus^ quia Finis Belli> 

* Pax ifty he is determined to ufe Violence, and pur*. 
^, chafe that Peace with the Sword, which is not to be 

* otherwife' obtained/ He concluded With telling thern^ 
that the King intended to make-ufeof their Counfcl, and. 
s^equired them to chufe and prefent their Speaker to him* 

On the third Day of the Seffion the Commons pre-RocERFio^mm, 
fented Rpger Floner^ Efq; who was accepted ; and, to^^^J eicae4 
Ihew their great Z^al for the Caufe tlie King was en-.^^'^^'^* 
gaged in, with the Confent of the Lords, they granted 
two whole Tenths and two Fifteenths, to be levied on 
the Laity ; the Clergy alio granted two Tenths on 
their own Body. But all this being not fufficient, or % 

thought too dilatory for the King's prefling Occafions, 
at the fame Time it was enaded, ' That all Perfon^f 
^ who v/ould lend any Sums of Money to the Kingl, 

* (hould have Letters Patent to be paid out of the firft f if« 1 

* Money raifcd by the Subfidy granted by this Parlia- ' ^ ^ 
*i ment ;' and the Dukes of Clarence^ Bedford^ and Ghu* 

i(fler flood engaged for the Performance of this, in Cafe ~ 
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KiagHtBfyV. the King fliould die : Upon which many of the Bifliopf 
' and Lords, whofe Names are in the Parliament Rolls, 
The Crown and readily fubfcribed ; yet all was ftiJl fo deficient, that the 
MwfJd^foT*^ar. ^^^^ ^^^ necefStated to pawn the Crown to Henrf 
jying OB th/"' Beauforty Bifliop of Wtnchifler^ ,for a vaft Sum, and to 
Waragainft borrow a thoufand Marks of the Lord Mayor of London^ 
France. yp^^ ^y^^ Security of many rich Jewels **. 

An AA for a At this Time his Majcfty was pleafed to grant a gc- 

fnd*feieraT^°"' ncral Pardon for all Crimes which did not concern 
iuwrK pafled. ^'^'^^ °^ ^^'^ ^^ Members. 

An Aa was alfo pafled, < That all SheriiFs (hould 
have Allowance upon their Accounts by Oath/ This 
had been t)etitioned for by the Commons in the former 
Seffion. 

Alfo, whereas, by an Aft made 12 Richard 11. cer* 
tain R^tes of annual Wages for Bailiffs and other Ser- 
•^ants of Hufbandry were fettled, and a Penalty ordain- 
csd for any who gave or took more ; by an Aft now it 
was eftabliihed, ^ That the Taker only ihould incur this 
Penalty/ 

• Another ASt ordain'd, * That none of the Irijh Naliort 
fiiould be elefted an Atchbifliop, Biihop/ Abbot, or 
Pribr ; and that whoever promoted fuch -to thofe Ec- 
defiaftical Preferments, or brought any fuch Iri/h Re- 
bels to Parliaments, Councils, and other Affemblies 
among the Englijbj fliould have all their Temporal 
Eftates feized into the King's Hands, till they had paid 
the Fines due for fuch Offences/ 

TheJ^e was alfo an Aft of Pardon, by which all For- 
feitures, Fines, Debts and Demands, not exceeding 
Twenty-fix Shillings and Eight-pence, werer remitted, 
and all TrefpaffeSjOfferices, Confpiracies, ^f. pardon*d. 
Befides thefc, and fome other lefs remarkable Ads, 
r 154] the League and Alliance between the King and the Em- 
peror Sigifmundy was confirmed by the whole Affent *. 
/' . And 

<I Henry Beaufort, Bi&op of fTJnebefier, on his own Account, lent thf 
King 20,000 /• 

c This Emperor came over to England, and employed his beft Endea* 
' vours to mediate « Peace between t|ic Crowns of England znd France $ but 
they ail proved inefie^hial, and all he could do was to fettle a lafting Peace, 
' on feveral Articles, b^ween himfelf and the Crown of England. The«e 
is an Inftrument in the Puhik ASiSf under this Title, and refers to th^ 
t next Parliament : Ali^gantia cum Rege Romanorum. fro FermaTraffatut 

inde habits, Confirmatfo in Parliatnento, Dat. Vice0uno noao Pie OQobrii 
Ee^ 4to. Fed. Aug. 79m» iX y. 403. 
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And, on the laft Day of the.Sefflon, Novnnbir 18, tbtf Kutg BimyV* 

King fitting on his Throne in full Parliament, created ' 

Thomas Beaufort^ who was Earl of Dorfet^ Duke of 

ExiteTj who had alfo a thoi^fand Pounds confirmed to 

him, to be paid yearly out of the Exchequer, and forty 

Pounds out of the Cufioms at Ex€ter. The Lords 

fo approved of. this Example of the King's Liberality^ 

that they faid no Objection could be made> but only 

that it was too little, and not proportionable to the 

Merits and Services of that Noble Perfon *"• 

In this Scflion Sir John Tibetot^ who had fo much 
diftinguiflied himfelf as Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons in the. laft Reign, was appointed the King.'8 Re- 
fident at the Imperial Court. 

Henry ^ by the.AfEftance of his Parliament, having 
again railed Money for the Support of the War, and . 
refolving to invade France early next Spring, great 
Levies of Men were made for that Purpofe. He caufed 
Proclamation to be made, that all Soldiers, who wouJd ' 
ferve him in his Wars, fliould have twenty-five Crowns 
a Month ; and invited them to partake in .his Con- 
quefts, which, in all Appearance, would this Year be 
very cohfiderable. Other Means he took to render his , 
Army formidable ; but it was not till July^, 141 7, that ^ 

he could get all ready to embark, and he landed his 
Army at Beviie^ ip Normandy^ a hvf Days after, in 
fpite of all Oppofition, ' ■ 

7(?J«Duke 6{ Bedford^ the King's Brother, was left Ah lavafion «f 
Regent during his Abfence ; and, whilft this viftorious^J* 5^^* defeat- 
Monarch was gaining many Viftories and Towns in* * 
yrance^'th^ Scots thought proper to invade the Engltfl) 
Borders; but, by the Conduft of the Regent, they r ,-- -i 
Were foon driven back again with Shame and Lofs. Af- 
ter the Nation was thus delivered from the Dangers of 
this Invafion, the Duke Regent thought proper to call a 
Parliament, the Writs bearing Date Oiloher 5, and to 
fit the 1 6ch of November following, at Weftmmjier. 

At which Time and Place being aflembled, in the Anno Regni 5. 
Painted Chamber, before the Regd"nt, Thomas Lan^ley^ '4''7* 
Bifliop of Durham^ then Lord -Chancellor, declared kxWefiminRer^ 

the 

f He waa Son to the Duke of Exttttt beheaded at Cbefitr for a Plot in - 
thp laft Reign. 
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Uialfc»rjiV, theCaufe of their Meeting, and took for hisTheift* 
C^fortamini it viriliter agiiey et gloridji eritis. * On 

* whIcK Words he took Occafion to expatiate, and tcr 

* fet forth their Happinefs and Glory in the Reign of st 

* ^^"& who, during his Father's Life, had fupprefleci 
* * • the Rebellion of the fFelJh; and, fince he came to 

^ the Crown, had defeated the dangerous Confprracfes 

* formed againft the Church, and agaitift his own Per- 

* fon and Government : Who had been fo profperoti* 

* in War by the Conqueft of Harfltur^ and the Vic* 

* tory at Aginct^urt^ and who now, with continued Suc- 

* ceHes, was iubduing Normandy fo the Englifl) Domi- 

* nion» That the chief Caufes of their A4eeting were 

* to provide for the keeping of the Peace at Honte, and 

* due Obfervation of the Laws ; to make Provifion for 

* the Support of the War, and to t^ke Care for the ' 

* Defence of the Marches of Scotland, That in aft 

* thefe Things it would become them, viriliur agere^ to 

* aft ftrenuouffy \ which, if they did, he then aflured 

* them of Honour and Glory ; confidering, Renume-^ 
^ ratio Virtutum eji Horror * He concluded, as ufual, 
with dcliring the Commons to chufe their Speaker, and 
prefent him next Day to the Duke Regent* Accord- 

KiT«i»Ftoui»,5ngIyj on the third Day of their Sitting, Roger Flouer^ 
feia^er!^ **"^^^> was again eleftcd ; who, witi\ the common Pro* 
teftation, was allowed': And, as a Teftimony of their 
hearty Attachment to the King's In tereft, and Zeal 
for the War, on the 17th Day of December the Com- 
ASttbfi^jr mons, with the Aflent of the Bifliops and Lords, grant*^ ' 
•'****^ ed toliis Majefty two full- Tenths and Fifteenths s. 

f ic6 1 ^^ fhall. conclude the Tranfaftipns of this Parlia* 
ment with an AfFair of an extraordinary Nature, which 
canie before the Lords \ and firft give what the Record 
relates about it. 

' On Tuefday the eighteenth of Decemher^ and the 
Proceeaings < twenty-ninth Day of this Parliament, Sir John Old^ 
SSftf/^f/Lord ^ * ^^^^> oiCowlingy in the County of Kent^ Knight, 
Ohbam. . * being outlawed upon Tieafon in the King's- Bench^ 

* and excommunicated by the Archbifliop of Canter^ 

* hury^ for Herefies, was brought before ,the Lords-; and, 

* haying 

% SeJ Pecuftia imprimis imperatur^ qns 'Sufuptui in Cf>piasfuo l^emport 
fiafit ; nempe nuUus erat, cut id Bei/um Kone maxime CorM fJJ'et^ •oideretut* 
que tMfi itiik •fuam oppQriunum* Poi. Verg.X/i. XXtI« p. 449* 
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^ having heard his iaid CoQvi£tion, aniWered nothing K^Anr^V* 
^ thereto in Excuse : Upon which Record and Procdt 

* it was adjudged. That he fhould be taken as a Traitor 
^ to the King and Realm ; that he fiiould be canried td 

* the Tower of Londm^ and froin thence drawn through 

* lAitdm to the new Gallows in St, GiUs% without 
^ Temple*'Bar^ and there to be hanged^ and ^mt hang* 
^ ing.' The Record out of the King's Bench is at 
large ; the Efied whereof is, « That the faid Sir Jobm 
^ OldcmftUy and others, to the Number of 2O,0OO Men, 

* called Ldlardsy at &t. Giles's afbrcfaid, did confjpire to 
^ fubvert the State of the Clergy, to kiU the King) his 
^ Brothers, and other Nobles/ The Aidibtihop'of Cldii'* 
Urburfs Inftrument for his Excommunication is there 
alfo at large. 

A Motion being made, that the Lord Pawis might 
have the Thanks of. the Houfe, and the Reward in 
the Proclamation n^ntioned, for apprehending of Sir 
John OldcaJlUy Knight^ the Heretic^ it pafled in the 
AQrmative. ' ^uid vultis mihi dare ? cries oat fFiU 
Ham Prynne at thiS PaiTage, * The Brother of Judas 
, * craveth his Reward for betraying the Innocent; where- 
^ in it is not to be doubted hut that his lighter Reward 
' in this World was heavily revenged of God ^/ 

He addsj 'The Clergy, at this their own Parliament^ [ '57 3 

* ceafe not to rage and roar after Chriftian Bloody 

* tanquam Leones rugientes ; and whofocyer did the 
' Fault, they cry crucify Chrift^ and deliver us Barra-* 
^ bas'j for now all horrible Muchiefs whatibever were 
^ imputed to the poor Lollards* 

What we have more to add, rel^itiiag to the Con- 
demnation of this great Man, by his Peers, is chiefly 
from Walfsngham\ who, though a contemporary Hiflg-^ 
rian, yet being a Monaftic Writer, we may well fupt^ofe 

him 

1& Cctt$n*s AhriJgementy p. 5e^ Mr, Goodwin, the Writer of Henrf 
the Fifth's Li/e and Reigp, in the Recital of the Contents ot" his 'fourth 
Book, p4 150, mentions the Trial of Sir John Oldcajile, Lord Cobbam, in 
Parliament, as an Article ; but gives not one Word of it in the Chaptcs. 

The Price fet on OUUajih^t Head, by. the King's Proclamatioii, was 
1000 Marks ) with a Premife of perpetual Exemption from Taxes to any 
Town that Ihould fecure him. Fad, Ang, Tom. fX.p. 89. 

fVaJfingham makes ufe <»i this Proclamation as an Inftance to (hew bovr 
generally JVickliff^s Doarlne had afiVaed the Minds of the People, that 
in fo long Time there iwas not found any Mai) whom fo great a Reward 
could tciopt to betray him. , * • 1 ♦ 
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KiagiUmfY. him afl piutiaHn the Recital as Mr. PrynmK He Csyt 
that. 

When the Parliament was informed of Sir J^n 
Oldcqftli'% being taken in fFalis by the Lord Powis^ 
they ordered him to. be fent for up. He was brought 
to London in a Horfe-Litter, having been much wound - 
, cd in ^he Conflid, and placed before the Duke Regent 
and the other Eftates of the Realm ; and the Indid- 
ment drawn up againft him at the King's Bench, (ottiQ 
Years before, for levying War againft the King, was 
read in the Houfe. filing demanded what he could 
alledge in Arreft of Judgment, he xan out into a Dif- 
courfe very foreign to the Purpofe, about God's Mer- 
, cies I and that all mortal Men, who would be Fol- 
lowers of God, ought to prefer Mercy above Judgment 5 
and that Vengeance pertained only to the Lord, and 
that his Servants ought not to intrench upon this Prero- 
gative of the Almighty. Thus he went on, fays our 
Authority, talking widely from the Bufmcfs, till, at laft, 
r ic8 1 ^^^ Chief Juftice deiired the Regent to order the Prifo- 
ner not to make them lofe any more Time, but 'to an- 
fwer direftly to the Point. After feme Paufe, he told 
them, it was a fmall Thing for him to be judged by 
them, or of Man's Judgment; and then began again 
to ramble from, the Queftion, when the Chief Jiifticc 

• once more interrupted him;» ,and bid him anfwer pe- 
remptorily, if he had any. Thing to object againft the 
legality of the Procefs. To this he replied, with a fur- 
prizing Boldnefs, ^ That be had no Judge amongft them, 

* nor could acknowledge them as Judges, as lon^ as hi? 

* Sovereign Lord King Richard was living in Scotland/ 
Upon this Anfwer a Warrant was inftantiy figned for 

* his Execution, and he was ordered to be hanged and 
burnt. The firft Part of his Sentence was for Treafon, 
and the other for Herefy. Accordingly he was execu'-, 
ted on a Gallows, built on purpofe in St. Gileses Fields, 
being hung by the Neck in a Chain of Iron, and his 
Body, with the Gallows, confumed to A(hes. 

Though this unhappy Nobleman's Paternal Name 
was OldcaJiU^ yet, by marrying the Lady J^^w, Grand- 
Daughter to John Lord Cobham^ and his Heir, he took 
the Title of Lord Cobham, He was Sheriff of Here^ 

fordjhircy 

I Walfingbam Bypodig, Neuji, p, 590, See alfo J, Strwe^i Cl^rsn^ 
P«355« » * 
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fordjhirey in the eighth Year pf Henry IV. and, as aKin|H«frjV. 
Peer, had Summons to Parliament among the Barons 
in the * eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth of that King's 
Reign, and in the firft Year of Henry V. He had been 
honoured by Henry IV. with a confiderable Command 
in thofe Troops, which, in the twelfth Year of his Reign, 
was fent over to affift the Duke of Burgundy againft the 
Duke of Orleans^ 

In feveral Parliaments ^ he had frequently reprefented 
to three Kings fucceffiyely, viz. Richard II. Henry IV* 
and Henry V. the infufferable Abufes committed by 
the Clergy. 

In iw he made a Speech in Parliament agaifift the 
Pope's Power, and againft the Removal of Caufes to 
£.Qm0 to be tried there ; upon which an Aft pafledj 
f That no Perfon fliould transfer his Suit to the Pope, 

* nor publifh any £xcommunications from him, on 
' Penalty of Confifcation of Goods, and perpetual Iri" 

* prifonment/ 

In 1395, and in 1405, he prefeftted to the Parlia- 
ment feveral Difcourfes, concerning a Reformation of 
Difcipline and Manners in the Church. 

In 1395 he prefcnted a Book of bis own Compo- [ '59 1 
fure to the Parliament, in whi(;h he difplayed the cor- 
riipt Manners of the Priefts, and annexed fome Verfes 
to expofe the»r abominable Praftices, and to excite the 
Ju ft ice of the Magiftrates to puniih them. 

Many are the Difputes, between the Prot^ftant and 
Popifti Writers, about the Charafter of this Nobleman, 
who was the firft Peer of England thzt fuffered fof Re-^ 
ligion*^. The former crying him up a^.a Martyr to 
Truth; and the' latter treating him with no better 
Titles than an Enthufiaft, a Rebel, and* an Heretic. ' 

Mr. Goodwin fays, ^ He had all the Qualities of a brave 
^ and gallant Gentleman, and was equally illuftrious 

* in Arts and Arms :' But, if what JValfingham relates 
<jf his Behaviour at his Execution be true, that when 
ipany Perfons of Quality attended there, the laft Words 
he fpoke was to Sir Thomas Erpingbam^ adjuring ^him, 
That if he f aw him rife from the Dead again on the third 

Vol. II. L , Dayi 

« Dugdale% Summons to Parliament f p. 381, 3, 5, 9, 
b Balaus de Script. Britar., 

c Faxe*s j4Bs and Mottumenti, p, 740 to 774,, SfJte Tt'ah, Vol, !• 
Co/Iier'i£cc^2JiJi.^.^7y ^c. 
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Km^ Henry V. JDay^ he would procure that his SeSi might live in Peaci 
and ^ietnefs ^^ we can look upon him, in this latter 
Part of his Life, as little better than a mad Enthufiaft. 

In this Seilion the Letters Patent made for the Bifhop 
of IVincheJier^ for 21,000 Marks, to be levied out of the 
Cuftoros of all Staple Wares fent from Southamptony to 
fatisfy the Sum which he had lent the King for the 
War, were confirmed by this Parliament. 

A grievous Complaint being made of Infurredtions, 
of which the Lollards were fufpede'd to be the Authors 
and Abettors, and a Petition being prefented that Com- 
miilion at all Times might be granted to inquire after 
them ; Anfwer was givien, < That the Statutes provided 
^ in that Cafe fliould be executed/ 

There was alfo a Motion offered, that no Collector 
for the Clergy fliould be appointed out of his Deanery : 
To which this Anfwer was returned, * That the Clergy 

* fliould appoint their Collectors/ 

r 160 ] The next Year was wholly taken up with the gallant 

•th K* • Aftions and Conquefts in Normandy and France^ per- 

great SuJccA in formed hy our young Englijh Alexander ^ and concluded 

Frame. with the taking of the large and ftrong City of Roan^ 

the Capital of Normandy ; after which the reft of the 

Towns, vet untaken in that Province, eafily fubmit- 

ted themielves to the victorious King. ^ It was not till 

the Year 1419 that we meet with another Parliament, 

called in England^ by the fame Authority as the former ;. 

for Writs' of Summons were ifTued out, in the Regent's 

Name, dated Aug. 24, for a Parliament to meet at TVeJi^- 

minfter on the i6th oiOSloher following. 

Anno Rcgni 7. On the fame Day the Bifliop of Durham^ Lord- 

'419* Chancellor, declared the Caufe of the Summons, before 

At fVeftmlnfier, the Regent and the other Eftates of the Kingdom, and 

faid^ * That the King's Subje<Sts had great Reafon to 

* revere him, and pray for his Welfare ; fince, as he 
< could not obtain that Peacfe which he fo often fought 

* for, he had begun and carried on War Timor e Dei ^ 

* which, being Principium Sapientia^ the Effefts of it 

* were evidently fhewh by the many Victories he had 

* gained with Honour:' AH which he took Care par- 

ticularly 

"^ Adjurans cum, ut Ji cerneret eum refurgere Die tertia, Facem pra^ 
furaret SeH^ Jua* Wallingham, p. 400, 
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ticularly to enumerate. For his Theme he took thefe ^^ng Bnrjy, 
Words, Bonum facientes non deficiamus ^ and from 
thence told them, ' That his Majefty was in good 

* Health and Spirits \ that he deiired his Suhjeds would 

* be carefulto obferve the Laws, and provide for the 

* Defence of the Realm ; and, confidering that this 
« Enterprise, fo well begun, could not be now left off 

* without imminent Danger, he expeded new Provi- 

* fions to be made, that he might end the War to his 

* own Honour and their Advantage.* 

After the Receivers and Triers of Petitions, for 
England^ Ireland ^ PVales^ and Scotland^ with Gafcoigny^ 
and the other foreign Dominions, were appointed, the 
Commons prefented Roger Flouer^ Efg; once more, e^"* tWM*** 
as their Speaker ; and, on the 13th oi iJovemher^ they. Time chofea 
with the Bilhops and Lords, granted to his MajeftySp«*^«'« 
one full Fifteenth and one Tenth, and one Third of ano- ^ ^ j- , 
ther Tenth and a Fifteenth. u i y. 

But becaufe it would be long before Money could be [ 161 ] 

gthered from this Subfidy, and the King having great 
ccafion for a prefent Supply, another Loan was fet on 
Foot, to be paid on the fame Security as the lafl; ; that 
is, out of the Moneys arifing from the Subfidies now 
granted. We do not find that any of the Commons 
came in to either of thefe Loans ; it is probable they * ^ 
were not rich enough in thofe Days; there were thirty 
Lords Tubfcribed to it, amongft which we obferve there 
Were only feven Lay Lords, the reft were all fiifhops or 
Abbots, with the Prior of Coventry ; but it is not there 
fpecified what Sums they each fubfcribed* 

It was alfo enafted, ' That the Lords of the Council 

* Ihould have Power to efiabliOi Orders touching the 
•Coin.* 

And, for the keeping the Money within the Nation^ 
it was enabled, * That all NecefTaries (hould be bought 

* at home for the King's Soldiers, and fent to them ; and 

* alfo that certain Woolls fliould be bought, and fertt in* 

* to Normandy to fell there, notwithftanding any Statute 

* forjhe Staple made to the contrary.' 

The Qiieen Dowager's Confeflbr having accufed her 
for confpiring the Death of the King, it was ordained, 

* That all her Lands and Goods, with thofe of Roger 

* CqIU$ and Petromel Brocarty her Sureties, (hould be 

L 2 * feized, 
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KmgK<«ry V. ^ fcizcd, and paid to the King, and fuflScient Warrant 
* was provided for all who ihould pay the fame \ 

In the Year 1420, and the eighth of this King, the 

Henr manicB F^^^^^ War was brought to a Concluiion, by a Marriage 

Catherine oi bctwecn thc Princcfs Catherine of France^ and Henry 

FrMH€€. King of England \ whereby Henry was declared Regent 

and Heir Apparent to the Crown of France, In the 

Abridgement of Records there is a Lift of the Peers fum- 

moned to a Parliament to be held at IVeJlminJIer on i}ic 

2d Day of March this Year, thou^ no farther Account 

AnnoRcgni 8. IS given of it. But we find, by the Rolls themfelves, that 

142P. a Parliament was fummoned by the Duke of Gloucejler^ 

AtWeflminfier. *^^" Regent, to meet at Wejlminjier on the 2d Day of 

* December^ 14.20, and the eighth Year of this Reign. 

' The whole Body being affembled before the Regent, then 

fitting in the Chair of Stale, in the Painted Chamber of 

the Palace, the Bifliop of Durham^ Chancellor, ppened 

the Seffion in the ufual Manner, ^nd then told them, 

* That the King their Sovereign had, in his Youth, 

* fllewn early Proof cif his Courage and CondufSl, by 
' • fupprefling the Rebellion in Wales ; and after, by the 

* Deftruiftion of the Lollards^ to the Abatement of He- 
\ 162 ] * refies within the Realm; and that he had fi^ce reco- 

* vered the antient Rights belonging to the Crown of 
^ England^ in the Parts beyond Sea towards France \ and 

* concluded all with a blefled Peace and Unity between 

* them and their fometime Adverfary of France^ which 

* muft be to the great Pleafure of God, and perpetual. 

* Increafe of Happinefs to all this Realm of England.* 

Thc Chancellor took for his Text Inivit David Con- 
filium ; which' how he applied we know not, for he only 
told them, in thc Sequel of his Difcourfe, * That the 

* King, for divers weighty Confideration^, being obliged 

* to ftay abroad fome Time longer, defired, above all 

* Things, the Profperity and good Governance of this 

* Realm ; and particularly recommended to the Wif- 
' dom and Care of this Parliament, the Poverty of the 

* People, and the great Scarcity of Money there was 

* ambngft them, and to provide fome Remedy for that 

* great Evil/ 

The 

1 For the fullcft Accoajit of Queen Joan^s Confpiracy, fee Goodwin t 

Hificrycf Henry V, 
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The Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appointed, ^^g ^^^^j v. 
and the Commons direfted to chufe their Speaker, on 
the next Day they prefented Roger Hunt^ Efq; for that Roger Hunt, 
Office; who, being approved on by the Regent, madCg^^', ^^*^^'*'* 
the ufual Proteftation, which was granted. ^" "* 

The firft Affair this Parliament went upon was to 
make an A£l, or Ordinance, to this EfFe<9: : ' That for- 
afmuch as, by the Grace of God, a final Peace wa? 
lately made between our Sovereign Lord the King and 
the King of France^ his Father-in- Law, in fuch Manner 
that our faid King is declared Heir and Regent of the 
Realm of France^ during the Life- time of his laid Father, 
and to have the fole Government of the fame; and that, 
after his Death, the faid Kingdom and Crown of France 
fliould be the Inheritance . of our Sovereign Lord the ., 
King, and his Heirs for ever. And as it is moft likely 
that, for the better Government of both Kingdoms^ the 
King will be obliged to refide fometiraes in this, and 
fometimes in the other beyond Sea, as it may feem befl; 
to his Difcretion ; therefore be it enafted. That, if a^eSg'tT fhf 
Parliament fliould be fummoncd by the King's Lieute- Conqueft of 
nant, and the King arrive foon after the Writs werQ^'^««f*« 
iflued out of Chancery, yet that Parliament fliould not; 
be dilTolved, nor nevir Summons made; but that it flioul4 
meet by Virtue of the former ^.* 

This was the firft cautionary Aft that was made for 
Security agajnft any Inconvenience that might ariie from 
the uniting of England to France ; but the Reader will 
find fome much ftronger in the Sequel. Artd amongft 
the Petitions of the Commons in this very Parliament, 
in the next after that for Holy Church, and that all Per- 
fons, Corporations, and Burghs may enjoy their Liber- 
ties and Franchifes, is one to this Effect : 

* The Commons, with the Advice and A (Tent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in this prefent Parliament, 
pray that it would pleafe your thrice-gracious Lordfliip 
to fupplicate, move, .and excite our moft gracious Sove- 
reign Lord the King, and his no lefs gracious Queen, 
his Confort, to return and come into this Kingdom, in . . 
asfliort a Time as it fliall pleafe his Majefty, to the^'^;^;'''' ^"^ *^^ 
great Comfort, Support, and Relief of his faid Com- 
L 3 mons.' 

k Rot. Pari. 8 Henhy V, N'', 7. See alfo Statutes at large, An. ibid, 
c^. i. 4i. 
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King Henr^fy, nions.' The Regent's Anfwer w^s, « That this Re*' 

^ queft pleafed him very welU and that he ihould movQ 

* the King as effeflually as he could in it '. 

By another Petition this Parliament ", the Common? 
pray, * That whereas King Edward^ Great Grandfather 
^ to the prefent King, held a Parliament at Wijiminjler in ' 

* the 14th Year of his Reign over England^ and the firft 

* of France^ it was thought reafonable that, confider- 

* ing the Crown of the latter Kingdom was by Right 
^ devolved upon the faid King, and that, as King of 

* France^ this Kingdom would be put under Subjeftion 

* to the King and Realm of France for Time to come, 

* the faid King Edward^ having due Regard for this Na- 

* tion, and that it Ihould neVer be in Subjeftion or Obe- 
^ ' * dience to the other, with the Confent of that whole Par- 
l ^ liament granted and eftabliflied, for him and hisSuc- 

^ ceflbr^, that altho' he was then really King of France^ 

* and that he ftiled himfelf fuch, and had alter'd his Arms 

* and Great Seal accordingly, yet that neither this Realm 

* of England nor the People of it, of what Condition fo- 

* ever, fliould at no Time be fubjeft to him, or his Suc- 

* ceflbrs, as Kings of France^ but fliould remain for ever 
^ as frank and free, in all Things, as ever they were in 

* the Times of his Noble Progenitors, Kings of England. 

* And becaufe that, at this Time, our prefent moft 

* gracious King, by the Help of God and his own great 

* Courage and Magnanimity, is at prefent Heir and Re- 

* gent oi France^ and that after the Death o{ Charles now 

* King thereof, our faid Sovereign Lord and his Heirs will 

* be, by the Grace of God, Kings of France for ever, that 
t: < it would plpafe his Noble Grace the Duke of Glouccjiery 

* Regent of England^ to ordaip and e(lat)li(h, by Autho- 
« fity of this prefent Parliament, that the aforef;^id Grant 

* and Eftabliflinient, made by the faid late Y^^^Edivard^ 

* (hould be kept in all its Points. And further to ordain, 

* by the AMthorlty above, that, by reafon our faid Lord 
^ the King is now Hpir and Regent-of France^ and that 

* he and his Heirs, after the Death of the faid Charles^ - 
f will be Ki'ngs of France^ that the faid Realm of Eng^ 

* land^ and the People of it, of what Eftate and Condition 
^ foever, fhall not be under any Subjection or Obedience 
< ^o him, or his fleirs and Succeflbrs, as Regent or King^ 

I J^cn. Pari, 8 jy^jiry V. N'', 13, v^ Ibid, NQ. \^, 
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^ of France^ but fhall remain free and independent from King Hinr^ V. 

* any fuch Subjedion for evermore/ 

Anfwer. Ltt the Statute before made he kept and 
guarded. 

Lajily^ * The Commons pray. That becaufe feveral 

* Lords of this prefent Parliament have faid that the Pe- 

* titions of the Commons made now to the Moft Noble 

* Prince the Duke of Gloucejiery Regent of England^ 

^ fliould not be engrofled before they were fent abroad . 
' to our Sovereign Lord the King, for to have his Royal 

* Aflent and Advice, that it would pieafe the faid Duke 

* Regent, that all the Petitions now prefented by the 
^ Commdns fhould be anfwered and determined Within 
' and during this Parliament; and that all Petitions that 

* remain unanfwered fhould be held for void and of no 

* Effeft ; and that this. Ordinance fliould be in Force 

* and take Place in every Parliament Qi England for the 

* Timd to come/ 

The Regent's Anfwer to this laft Petition was, Tha\ 
he would-be advifed by the King ". 

Thefe were all the Remarkables that paiTed in this 
Parliament ; how long it fubfifled as fuch is not fpeciiied 
on the Rolls ; but it could not be long, becaufe Chrijimas 
was near, and we find no Prorogation. 

The Reader, muft obfervc by thefe lafl Proceedings, 
that a great Jealoufy was then in this Nation, that their 
King's mighty Acquifitions abroad would not turn to any 
Advantage to them at home ; but rather that thi? fmall 
Kingdom of England was in Danger of being fwallow'd 
up and loft in the mu^h greater Dominion of Frame^ 
This Confideration, no doubt, caufed the Patriots of 
thofe Days to make thefe cautionary Ads, to fecure, as 
much aspoflible, the Laws, Liberties, and Interefts of 
this Kingdom from being fubfervient to thofe -of any 
any other ; which muft always be in Danger whenever 
any Continental Views interfere with the real Intercft of 
this Ifland.— — But to proceed with our Defign, 

The next Year, 1421, Iting Henry y covered with 
Laurels, came into England with his young Queen, and 
were both received here with all poffible Joy and Mag- 
nificence. Soon after the King fent out Writs for Cftll- 

ijig 
H Rot. Pari, lUenryV. No. 47, 
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KingHenfyV, ing a new Parliament, dated at Wejiminjier^ Feb. i^, 
and to meet there on the fecond Day of May following y 

^""S"** ^* ^^^" '^^*"8 al^ affembled before the King in the Fainted 
Chamber, as ufaal, the Bifhpp of Durham^ fliU Lord-> 

Atfyepminjier, Chancellor, by the King's Command, opened the Caufe 
of the Sumnnons to this Effect : 

* He commended the King highly for many notable^ 

* Caufes ; particularly, that notwithftanding the Vifto- 

* rics and Conquers which God had biefled his Labours' 

* with, he would have nothing afcribed to himfclf, bat 

* only to the Moft High 5 according to what the Chronic 

* veils us of that very valiant Emperor Julius Ctsfar^ 

* ^ui dt GeJiU Juts propriis auiiire noluit^ propter metum 

* Elacionis : And alfo for that which happened to yob^ 

* who, when he was fitting at a Feaft, and the News 

* came to him of the Death of all his Children, faid, 

* Deus dedit^ Deus abjiulit^ ftcut Deo placuit ita fa£ium 
^ ejl;^ fit Nomen Domini benediSium ; To alfo our Sore-» 
^ reign Lord the King, when he firft heard of the Death 
< of that Moft Honourable Prince the Duke of Cla^ 
5 renc'e^ his moft dear Brother, with the reft of the vali- 

* * ant Knights and others flain or taken in his Company^ 

^ he praifed God, and thanked him equally for this his 

* Vifitation of Adverfity now, as he had before done ii^ 

* his Profperity, according to the Prophet, who faid, 

* Laudam invocabo Dominum ; and ihcfe laft Words the 

* Chancellor took for his 1 heme.' Alfo, 

In declaring further the Caufe of the Summons of 
this prefent Parliament, the Orator obferved, ' That 

* it was for the Reformation of all Riots and ExceiTes 

* which had been made in the Land fince the King went 

* laft abroad, and particularly by fome who had been tq 

* his Service. That Juftice might be done to every one, 
^ and that the Laws and Statutes of the Realm (hould 
^ be well guarded and obferved, for the Eafe and Secu- 

* rity of the People. Laftlyy For the better Govern- 
^ ment of this Nation, the King had called this Parlia- 

* ment to have their good Advice, and Judgments how 
^ to bring Matters to fuch a Point, as jA'ouJd be moft 
f conducive to the King's Honour, moft profitable to 

' f the whole Community j and moft pleafing to Almighty 

fGod.^ 

TKc 
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' The good Bifhop clofed his Difcourfe with acquaint- King fiwtyV* 
ing his Audience, * That Receivers' and Triers of Peti- 
^ tions were appointed for Examination of fuch from all 

* the Dominions fubjedl to the Englijb Crown : And 

^told the Commons to retire to their own Houfe andTHOMAsCHAw- 
< chufe a Speaker^ fo as to prefent him the next Day to ess, Efq; chch.' 
<the Kingj' and accordingly they prefented Thcmat^^^ ^^^ ^ 
Chaucer^ Efq; once more j who, making the ufual Pro- ^ *"*• 
teftation, was accepted. 

We {hall next give the Heads of all the public ASf 
that were made in this Parliament : And, firft, an A8t 
^ For regulating the Gold Coin of thi^ Kingdom, then 
faid to be much debafed by Clippers and Coiners ** ; to 
call it all into the King's Mint in the Tower of Landon^ 
there to be new-coined, according to the Standard, and 
delivered out again to the feveral Owners, allowing rca- 

fonable Fees to the Mint-Mailer and his Officers.' ^ 

An A(ft ' To give the King a Power, with the Advice 
of his Council, to remove the Staple of Wooll from thePulilic Aas in 
Town of Calais to fuch Place as he pleafed, and feem'd ^^" *'*'*'^****« 
moft profitable for him and his whole Kingdom, to . 
remain there for three Years/ — r— An A<9: * For giving 

Security to the King's Creditors.' Another * Againft 

' ignorant Quacks, and Pra6tifers of Phyfic and Surgery.*—- 

* Againft the Scholars of Oxford^ for committing diver* 
great Riots in that and the neighbouring Counties.' A 
long and fevere A£t m^^^ againft them. 

Henrv Beaufort^ the rich Bifliop of Wtnchefter^ and 
illegitimate Uncle to the King, it feems, had lent him . 
a large Sum of Money during the Exigencies of the late 
french Wars. In this Parliament a Petition was pro- 
moted by the Commons to the King and Lords, intima- 
ting, * That whereas the Bifhop of IVimhefler had lent 

* his Majefty, on his late preffing Occafions, and for th© 

* Eafe of bis poar Commons, 14,000/. over and above 

* the Sum pf 8306/. i8j. 8^. formerly borrowed of him; 

* for which the Bifhop. had the King's Letters Patent 

* granted hini for his Security; the Comnioris now pray 

* that the faid Letters Patent may be ratified and con- 

* firmed in thi§ Parliament, for the greater Security of 

* the faid Bifliop, and that they might be entered on the 

* ftoila of the fame.' 

f Totifcure'i €t Corttrefettureit 
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|Ua| Smry V» Accordingly we find thefc Letters Patent on the Roll* 
of Parliament. They arc very long» but are in full, 
containing a Security, by way of Mortgage, on all and 
Angular Subfidies granted to the Crown, to receive them 
at fuch and fuch Times of Payment, and, Sums, as is 
fpecified in thefe Parents. Alfo all Manner of Duties 
and Cuftoms upon all Sorts of Goods and Merchandizes 
imported or exported at the Town of Southampton^ and 
feveral other Ports in England^ till all the Debt due to 
the Btfhop fhould be fully cleared off aAd difcharged. 

The Article of Moment that comes next on the Rolls, 

is a formal Inftrument drawn and entered, containing 

the whole Parliament's Approbation and Ratification of 

the Peace concluded at Troyes between Henry King of 

England and Charles the French King, which was done 

May 21, 1420, juft a Year before. And as this Peace 

had been ratified and confirmed by the three Eftates of 

France^ in a Parliament aflembled at Paris on the loth 

^^ p . . Day of December laft before, fo now the feveral Articles 

fr#sr«tonfirxn*d of i^ being firft Carefully read and examined, were in 

^jPaiUamexit. the fame Manner agreed to and confirmed by the^ three 

Eftates of England^ in' full Parliament aiTcmbled at lyeft^ 

mtnfter. 

It feems as if this Parliament was principally called 
for the Confirmation of this Peace j for tho' there were 
many Things befides done at it, and which are on the 
Rolls, yet none regarding the Public, b6t private Pro- 
perties. It is obfervable alfo, that not one Subfidy was 
either afk'd or granted at this Meeting ; and, amongft 
the Petitions of the Commpns, with the King's Anfwers 
to'them, there are none fignificant enough for our Puv- 
pofe. 

During the Sitting of this Parliament (of whofe Con- 
clufion ther^is no Account given on the Rolls) Catherine 
Princefs of France^ whom tienry had married before he 
came into England this Time, and was the ftrongeft 
Cement to this Peace, was crowned at Wejiminjier witl^ 
the greateft Solemnity. 

Soon after the Breaking-up of this Parliament, Henry 
found himfelf obliged to go abroad agairt, againft his 
Brother- in-Law the Dauphin of France^ who never 
came into this P^ace, but kept a continual War v^^ith 

England. 
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England both in this Reign and the next, and even un- Kbig jg^wyV* 
till he had regained every Foot of Land in Frnnct which 
his Father or himfelf had loft: However, our Henry V. 
was as fuccefsful againft the Dauphin as he had been 
againft the other, and was carrjrii^g on his Conquefts . ^ ^ 
with great Rapidity. In the mean while the Duke of f- ' *' 
Gloucefter adminiflered the Regency in England with . jitesd 
great Wifdom and Fidelity. This Governor thought jj^ ^^ 
fit to call a Parliament, which met at IVeftminJler on k^wa^^,^ 
the firft of December^ in the fame Year as the former. *Jf^»ytr^ 
The Bifliop of Durham opened the Seffion with a for- 
mal Speech, or rather a Sermon, of Irttle or no Signifi- 
cancy; except that in the Concludon he told them, 

* They ought to eftablifh good Laws, and defend the 
Frontiers of their Country with manly Courage Againft 
thp Scots Invaders.' 

On the third Day of their Sitting the Commons pre- RicHAisBAr^ 
fented Richard Baynard, Efq; p to the Regent for their ^"g'^^^^'^ 
Speaker ;' and the fame Day, with the Confent of the *" ?*****• 
Other Houfe, they granted the King one Tenth ^nd onc^ Subfidy, 
Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity j but with this Con- 
dition, fays Walfingham^ that the nrft Half of it (hould 
be paid in the Money then current. It was alfo ordain'd, 

* That all fach Money, with other, (hould pafs till the 
25th of March^ if it was not notorioufly dipp'd and 
walh'd "*.' The Gold Coin had been leflcned in the 
Value by Clipping and Wafting, therefore the Parlia- 
ment ordained, for the Relief of the People, * That the 
Receivers of the Tax fhould take all fuch light Pieces, 
if they did not want in Weight more than I2d^. in the 
Noble ; or, if they did, thofe who paid them were to 

make up the Defed.' The People therefore put off their Seve«1 Adt foe 
Gold as faft as they could, and hoarded up their Silver ' : S"„. ^ *^ 
By which the King, though then under NecefEties for 
Money, was contented to lofe almoft 3 j. in the Pound^ 
for the Benefit of the People. 

. Several more Statutes were made this Seffion of Par- 
liament, relating to the Coinage, the Heads of which ar^ 
as follow ; 

^ That 

P His Nanf^c is fpelt E^nyard on the Record, 

^ tJi,9. '^ng, p. 406. JNfc TettJ^one vel Lot I one enormiter diminutumt 
This fhevvs chat the Cuftom of clipping and waHiing Money is antient. 
r Walfingbam, ibid. fsi>ians Ciretf* Fol. clxxviii. Danici in Ktnn^t^ 

f- 355- 
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Kiiigir#«rjpV. . fThat all the Statutes unrcpeal'd, concerning th^ 
good and lawful Management of Gold and Silver, (houM 
be ftridlly obferved and executed. 

* That the King fbould appoint his Exchanges of 
r 166 2 tTie IV^oney of Gold and Silver in the City of London^ 
and other Towns, to be kept in open Places in High 
Streets, for the. Eafe of the People ; and that all who 
came to the Tower of LonJen to have Money new 
coined, (hould have it delivered to them within eight 
Days, according to the Value, of what they brought, 
paying for the Coinage of Gold at the Rate of 5 s. in 
the Pound i and for coining a Pound of Silver, 152/. 
And that fuch who would not bring their Money to the 
Tower, but delivered it into the King's Exchanges, 
fliould pay a Penny in the Noble, and fo proportion* 
ably/ 

Another wa«> * To oblige all the Matters and Work- 
ers in the Mint to make due and prompt Payment of the 
new Money, either by Weight or Number, to all who 
brought in their old ; and that if there was any Default 
• ' in the new Money, either as. to Weight or Alloy, the 
Matters of the Mint ftould prefently change it, and melt 
it down/ 

Alfo it was cnacSed, ' That the Wardens, Surveyors, 
and Minitters of the Exchanges out of the Tower, 
(bould not divert the Gold and Silver received by them 
to any other Ufe, but ttiould be obliged to bring it to 
the Mint to be coined, that there might be the fuller 
Cirevilation of Money through the Kingdom/ 

A Mint was alfo ettablilhed at Calais^ in the fame 
^ Manner as at the Tower. 

And it was likewife ordained, ' That the new-coin'd 
Money fhould be of as good Alloy and Weight as the 
old/ 

Alfo, * That the Chancellor of England fliould deliver, 
t6 thofe who would have them, good and jlift Weights 
of the Noble, Half Noble, and Farthing of Gold, to 
prevent the People's being abufed by fuch as were coun- 
terfeit/ • 

- , Tlye>SherifFs and Juftices of Peace were alfo required 
to make a Search after all Falfifiers of Weights, and to 
keep them in Prifon till they had made Fine and Ran- 
fom at their Difcretion. 

An, 
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An Afl: having been'paffed Anno 14 Richard th^^i^ifnryVm 
wherein it was ordained, ' That for every Exchange 
made by Merchants m the Court of Rome^ or in other 
Parts, they fliould be bound to buy, within three Months. [ '67 J 
following. Merchandizes of the Staple, to the V?ilue of 
the 'Sum fo exchanged, upon Forfeiture of the faix\p; 
And whereas the Merchants had reprefented to the Par- 
liament, that the Time allotted was too fliort to buy 
fuch Merchandizes, and (hip them; and that, in Default 
cf Exchanges, the Money of the Nation would be car- 
ried beyond Sea : 

It was therefore enafled, * That all Merchants, who 
ihould make fuch Exchanges, fhould be bound perfon- 
ally in the Chancery, by Recognizance, to buy, withia 
nine Months following, the Merchandizes and Com-. 
modities aforefaid/ 

As the Parlianfient granted the King a Tenth and 
Fifteenth, fo a Convocation, which had met at York oti 
the 22d of September foregoing, gave him a Tenth ; ind 
thfe Duke of Ghucejler required the Archbifliop, "by an 
Order, dated Oii. 27, to appoint fome of his Clergy to . 
be the Colle&ors, and to return th^ir Names into the 
Exchequer before Eqfler, 

This was the laft Parliament called in the Reign of 
Henry V. who died of a Dy{entcry ^ Juguji 31, 1422, The Death of 
at Vincennesydvi France^ and in the tenth of his Reign ^. ^^"''•^ ^* 
In the Midft of his Conquefts, and in the Zenith of his 
Age: was this great King fnatched away ; leiving one 
Son to fucceed him, an Infant fcarce nine Months old* 

The glorious Reign of this Prince has furniflied ail 
our general Hiftorians with Abundance of Matter for 
rgifing the maflr nniihed and exalted Chara£ler : But 
though his vidorbus Sword cut them out Work enough 
to follow, yet thefe Inquiries, unde^ a civil Capacity, 
have not been much enriched thereby ; for Henry 
ftriSly purfoed his Father's laft Advice to him ; and, by 
amufing his SubjeQs with this foreign War, kept them 
all quiet and peaceable at home. Ey thefe Means his 
Title to the Crown was never once called in Queftion 
all his Reign ; and as long as either England or France 
remain^ or any Memoirs continue in either of them, 

his 

* Tb«re is an Inftroment in the Public j4SIs, dated Tefle Rffre apudCa- 
firm de Bois de Vincen. 30 Die Augufti, which was the Day heroic he died,' 
^*ed, Ang. Tom. X. p» aj^x. 
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Kbl^flwy V, his Virtues and brave Anions will be revered and ce/cr-* 
r .<tt 1 bf^ted, as the Glory of the one and the Terror of the 
t'"3 other. 

To clofc up this poor and imperfefl Sketch of thi» 
great Prince's Character, we fiiall only add what a con- 
temporary Monaftic ChVonicle has left us of it. It is 
the;e faid that Hinry V. at his coming to the Crowoi^ 
made it one of his firft ASs to convey King Richard's 
Body from Langky^ where it had been ignobly interr'd, 
to fwijlminftiry and depofited it near the Tomb of St. 
Edward^ King and Confeflbr, li^his was dode, accord- 
ing to the Piety of thofc Times, to make fome Attone- 
Dient for the Cruelties exercifed againft Richard^ as hia 
Depofition, and Sentence of perpeCual Imprifonment, 
which this King Henry by no Means approved of; and 
all thofe who had been inftrumeiital m hi^ Dea^, he 
look'd upon as guilty of High Treafon *^. 

Taxes in this King's Reign. 

Taxes granted in In his firft Year he had the like Subfidy on Staple 

fcis Aeign; Ware, Tonnage, and Poundage, for four Years, as had 

been given to his Father in the 1 3th Year of his Reign. 

In his fecond Year an Adl was paffcd, whereby the 
Priories Alien, who depended on fome Capital Abbies 
in Normandy J that received the Profits of them, fhould 
be vefted in the King for carrying on a War againft 
France* 

The fsime Year the Parliament granted him two 
whole Tenths and two whole Fifteenths, to be levied 
on the Laity. 

In his third Year, in a Parliament called by John 
Duke of Bedford^ then Regent, there was granted the 
fame Subfidy on WooU, i^c. with the fame Tonnage 
and Poundage as in his firft Year, but to hold during 
the King's Life. They alfo gave one Fifteenth anS 
one Tenth to fupport the War againft France. 

In his fourth Year he had two whole Tenths and two 
Fifteenths, to be levied on the Laity ; the Clergy alfa 
granted two Tenths on their own Body: But this being 

not 

c ^i qttidem Regis Richardi Depojitionem^ ac ejus ferpetuam Incarcera" 
tUnem, nuilatenus approhans j Jed vmties qui Cauja ejus Mortis extiteratitp. 
Proditionit rem fore disjudicans, Hift, Cro) kndeafis Continuati9| ^d 
Jh* 1414* 
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tiot fufficicnt, he was obliged to pawn his Crown zni^^t^'^^* 
Jewels to carry on the French War. 

In his fifth Year he bad two full Tenths and Fif- 
teenths. 

His fixth Year was wholly fpent on the Conqueft of [ 169 } 
France. But 

In his feventh Year the Parliament granted to his 
Majefty one Fifteenth and one Tenth, and one third 
Part of another Tenth and Fifteenth. 

In his ninth Year he had one Tenth and one Fif- 
teenth . The Clergy a Ttnth. 

Our Hiftorians are very deficient in noting the Prices 
of Provifions in this Reign ; their Pens are fo employed 
in defcribing the glorious Vi£lories of this EngUJb Hero, 
that they feem almoft to have forgot Domeftic AfTairs. 
Fabian*s Chronicle however tells us, That, in the Year 
14 1 6, Wheat was fo dear as to be fold for 16 j. a 
Quarter: And that in 1422 it fold for 8/. and Malt Ani Value «r 
at 5 f . A Ram fold alfo for 8 d. and by the Parliament *^^*°^* 
Rolls we find that Gafcoign Wines were ordered to be 
fold for 6 ^. a Gallon ; Rhenijh andj RocbelU Wines 
at 4^. 
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[ 170 ] TjENR T the Sixth was an Infant of about nintf 
"*T Mpnth3 old whpn lie bcgjan bU Rei^n* Some Au- 
thors affirm, that he was proclaimed King of all his 
Tli|AccerK]^orPoipimQns» both at London and /'^rft ; but he could 
Kins ifMgr VJ, not then be fo proclaimed King of France^ becaufe 
CharksVL was ftill living; and, by the Treaty of Trey esy 
^C j^ing.of England was not to be ftiled King of France 
till after Charleses Death. But that happening very 
fooq after, fpr he died within leis than two Months of 
King Henry V. the Infant King was proclaimed King of 
Franc f and J&nghndy in Paris^ and in the other Parts 
Qi France J by the Name of Henry the Second in that 
Kingdom* though the Sixth io England. John Duke 
of Bedford^ the young King's Uncle, was conftituted 
Regent of France \ and after the Death of Charles y who 
wa^ the ftrongeft Support to the Englijh IntereA in that 
\ Kingdom^ had Work enough upon his Hands to defend 

what they had gotfron;! the Efforts of the Dauphin of 
France^ who caufed himfelf alfo to be crowned King at 

Whilfl thefe Affairs were in various Agitations 
abroad, the fame Year, Anno 1422, Writs of Sum- 
mons were ifTued out, in the young King's Name, dated 
R • S^^/^TW^^r 29, for a Parliament to meet on the Monday 
°"^^^^'** '* next before the Feaft of St. Martin^ at We/lminjier. 
And, on the fame Day, before any other Bufmefs was 
AtWefiminfier. begun, a Commiflion direded to Humphrey Duke of 
Gloucejier^ the King's Uncle, empowering him to hold 
the Parliament in the King's Name, was read in the 
Prefence of the faid Duke, fitting in the Painted Cham- 
ber, and before the Lords and Commons aflembled *. 

After 

a The Commiflion itfelf,^ being one of the firft A£l9 of State done by 
this Infant King, may not be incurious to the Reader. 

Hekricus, Dei Gratia^ Rex Angli.v, et Francia, et Dominus Hi- 
^rniae, omnibus ad quot^ &c. Salutem^ 

Sciafis quodf cum, Je AfijaTnento Concilii nojlri, pro quihufdam arduis et 
ti%gentibu$ Negonis, nos^ Utatum et Defenjionem Regni nojiri Angliae, aC 
Ecclejia Anglicanae, contivgentibus^ quoddam Parliamentum tiofirum, apud 
Weftmonafterium, Die Lume, proximo ante Fejium SarMi Martini, prox' 
wio futurum, teneri o^dinaverimus. Et quia vero, propter c«rtas Caufas, 
ad Parliair.entum pradiiium^ perfonaliter, non poterimus intereflc ; ae 
de CircumfpeBione et Indufiria, carijjhni A'vunculi nojiriy Humfredi Z^i/r/i 
GlouceilriS pUnatn fid::c:am report unta j iiAim Avunculo r.oftre, tKcboam- 

dum. 
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After which Henry Qbicheleyj Archbifhop of Cariter- King Henry vr. 
hury^ by Command of the faid Duke, ^ the King's Com- 
miflioner, declared the Caufe of calling the faid Parlia- 
ment, and took for his Theme, Principes Populgrum 
congregati funt cum Deo. 

In difcourfing on which Words he introduced many 
notable Examples and Apothegms ; and, amongflthem, 
obferved, * That God of his great Mercy had left Ifllie 

* unto them of the moft victorious Prince Henrys be- 

* gotten of the Royal Blood of France^ whereby the 
'^ fame Iflue was now become King of England and 

* France. That, ^s all Perfeflions were comprized 

* Within the Number of Six, fince God had made all 

* Things in fix Days, fo his divine Majefty was to ac- 

* complifli the good Beginnings of the famous fifth 

* Henry ^ in the fixth Henry his Soq ; who, he added, 
^ would that all Eftates and Perfons (hould enjoy their 

* fuU Liberties.' He then declared, ' That, confider- 

* ing the King's -tender. Age, this Parliament was called 

* for three Caufes; the jSr/?, for the good Governance of 

* the Kihg's Perfon; lYitJecond^ for preferving the Peace; 
« and, Iqftly^ for the fure Defence of the Realm. But, 

* that it principally imported them, to provide fome ho- 

* nourable and difcreet Perfons for the Governance 

* aforefaid, in which they all ought to give their belt 

* Advice,lie defired them, in this, to follow the Counfel 

* which Jethro gave to Mofes in Exodus^ viz, Suth as 

* feared God, wife, religious, hating Covetoufpefs, puif- 

* fant, ^cJ* And then concluded with defiring the Com- 

* mons to chufe a Speaker, and prefent him next Day to 

* the Duke.' 

Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appointed 

for England^ Ireland^ Wales^ and Scotland^ with Gaf^ 

Vol. II. M coigny^ 

Jum, et in eo procedendum, et ad faciendum omnia et Jingula^ quae pro noBii, 
et per nos, pro bono Regimine et Gubernatione Regni nojiri p^adiHi, ae 
ahorum Dominiorum nofirorum, eidem Regno noftro pertinentium^ ibidefn 
fuerint facienda* Nee non ad Parliamentum illudjiniendum et dijfoln/tndum^ 
de jSJfenfu ConfiHi noftrif pienam, tenore Prafentium, eommittimus Poteflo' 
iem.'—'^Dantes ttlterius, de AJfenju ejufdem ConfiJii nofiri^ tarn unfoerjii et 
Jittgulii Archiepifcopi$f Epifcopis, j^bbatibus, Prioribus, Ducibus, Cumitrbus, 
Baronibut, et Militibti;s, quam omnibus aliis quorum intereji, ad Parliamen- 
turn noftrum pradiSfitm tonventuris, Jimiliter Tenore Prajentium^ firmiter in 
Mandatiit quod eidem Awnculo noftro intendant in PramiJJiSf in Forma 
fupradiEla, In cujus, &€, 

Tefte Rege apud Weflmonaftcrium fexto Die Novenibrii,^ per Breve ds 
frivato Sigillo, Fad, Ang, Tom, X. p, 257. Rot. Pari, i Henry VI, 
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King Htnry VL cotgny^ Other foreign Parts, and the Ifles, on Tuefday^ 
being the fecond Day of the Parliament, the Ounmof^s 

RogirFlovir, prefented Roger Fhuer^ Efq;^ to the Duke and Lords 

Ti2^e\hofett f°^ '*^^'^ Speaker j who, with the ufual Proteftation, 

Speaker. was allowed. 

The two Bithops of Durham and Landm^ the for- 
mer having been Chancellor of England in the late 
Reign, and the other Chancellor of the Duchy of Nar^ 
mandyy who had both delivered the feveral Seals of 
their OiEces to the Duke of Glouceftar^ prayed to be 
^ifchar^ed by K& of Parliament, and that the fame 
might be inrolled ; which was granted. It was then 
alfo enadted. That the King's Stile and Titles ibould 
be changed, and that upon all his SeaU ihould be et>- 
graven this Motto, HenrUus Rex Francis & AnglUs^ 
ii. Dominus Hibernia. 

At the Requeft of the Commons, the Duke of Ghti^ 
tefter declared to them, that the King had apgcxinted 
the Bi(hop of Durham to be his Chancellory William 
Rindrofey Treafurer of England i and John Stafford^ 
to be Reeper of the' Privy Seal ; for all which Offices 

^ their Patents were made, and confirmed by Parlia- 

ment. 

The King, by his Letters Patent, confirmed alfo 
by Parliament, appointed John Duke of Bedford Pro- 

A Protcaor ap- tcdor and Defender of the Realm and Church of Eng^ 

^"^^"^ landi zni Chief Counfellor to the .King; but bccaufe 

the faid Duke was then beyond the Seas, it was ena&ed^ 

< That, during his Abfence, Humphrey Duke of Ghu*- 
^ cejler ihould fupply the (aid Office ; which faid Duke 

* took upon him the Dignity aforefaid, under a Pro* 
^ teftation that it ihould be no Prejudice to the Right 
^ of his Brother ^/ And it was alfo ena(3ed, < That the 

* Proteilors ihall, during the King's Minority, difpoie 
C ' 73 ] ^ of all the Offices of the Foreils, Keepers of^Parks^ and 

< Warrens ; and that all Benefices in the King's Gift, 

* being above the Value of, twenty Marks, ihould con- 

* tinue in theic Difpofal during their Lives :' And it is 
The Parliameftt likewife faid, that the Proteffcor's Salary was iettled thiea 
names Guardians at Sooo Marks a Year. The Parliament alio appoint- 

for the young . * ed. 

*• * Rtgitr Flffure on the Record. 

c The Inflrumeiit for conftituting the Duke kX Bedford Protedor, and, 
in his Abfence, the D»ke of GUuciflcr, is alfo in the Pubkc jia%f 
Tom. X, p. 261. 
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cd GcM^ernors to take Care of the King^s Perfon and King Htnr^YU 
Education, who vfenThomas Beau fort j Duke of Exeter^ 
and Henry his Brother, Biibop of IVincbeJiery both Great 
UAcies to the King. 

And it was then ena£ted, < That all Eftates Ibould 
^ have their- Liberties confirmed, which have not been 
^ revoked, without the Word Concedimus to be in any 
^ of the faid 'C<»ifirmations : And that all Writs» 

* CoiRmiffioas, and Dependants of the fame, made b/ 
^ the King's Council, relating to this Parliament, be 

* confirmed by the Authority of the fame. 

* And whereas the late King Henry, V* conftituted 
^ and appointed Henry Lord Fitz^Hugh^ leaker Hun^ 
^lerfprdy.fFalter Beauchemp; Lewis Roi/art^ William 

* Porter^ Robert Babtborpe^ Knights, and Jobn IFood" 
< houfe and John Ltventborpiy Efquires, Executors of his 

* Laft Will and Teftaftient, the King granteth now to 

* them 40,000 Marks for the Performance of the faid 

* Will, and 19^000 Marks due to the Executors of 

* Henry IV. by Overfight of the Supervifors of the faid 

* Will from the Duke of Ghucejier^ and other Lo~rd» 

* there named/ A Schedule ther^o annexed containeth 
the King's Letters Patent for theiaid Sum* 

< The Cofomons, with the AfTent of the yBifhops 

* and Lordsf, granted to the King the fame Subfidy on^ Sabfidy^i 1 

* Woollen or Staple Wares, Tonnage and Poundage^ 

* as formerly, for two Year* to come *^/ And it was 
alfocnailcd, ' That all fuch Petitions as are not de-Thct5ovem-' 

^ tef mined in this Parliament, {ball be referred to the menteftabHAed; 

* King's Council, to. be concluded according to theiH"'i°B ^« Wi? 

* Difcretion. Alfo certain Biibops, and Lords and"^" ^* . 
' others,, were then named to be Counfellors and Affift- 

^ aata to the Lord*Protedor in the Governance aforo- 
' faid. . And that all Juftices of Peace, Sheriffs, Ef- 

* cheators, Colle£lors of the Cuftoms, Comptrollers, 
^ Weighers, Searchers, and other Officers be placed, or 
^«dii(4aced, at their Determination. That thefe Coun- [ 174 ]] 
^ feHors may have the Advantage of all Manner of 

* Wards, Marriages, Farms, and other Cafiialties of 

^ the Crown. And that nothing be ordained in Coun- « 

^ cil but by Six at the leaft, or more ; and, in all great 
M 2 *Caufes, 

c Tlie Graot of this Subfidy .is entered on the Rolls In tl\p EngUp of the 
Times, as was the laft. 
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King Heiiry VI.< Caufcs, by all, or the greatcft Part of them ; and, 

* when the king is to be conferred withall, that nothing 

* be done without the Aflents of the Dukes of Bedford 

* and Gloucefter. That the Treafurcr of England and 
^ the two Chamberlains of the Exchequer may have 
^ each of them a Key to the King's Receipt ; but that 

* they be fworn, in Council, to make none privy thereto 
« but the Members thereof. That the Clerks of the 
' Council be fworn to take down duly the Names of 
' fuch of the Coiinfigllors as attend, and to regifter truly 

* all their Ordinances/ All which Articles we're en- 
ailed and confirmed by Parliament ; with a Provifo, 

* That all fuch Officers as held the fame for Life, or 

* dtherwife, may be allowed to appoint Deputies, any 
^ of thefe Articles notwithflanding/ 

Thefe excellent Rules and Ordinances being ratified 
in Parliament, all poffible Care was taken for the good 

Several good Governance of the Realm, during the King's Minority. 

Laws paOed. The Other moft memorable Tranfadions of this Parlia- 
ment were, firft, a Statute was ena£led, < That all 

< fuch as were imprifoned in any of the King's Goals 

< for Herefy, of Lollardy, ihould be delivered X% the 

* Ordinary to be puni(hed.' 

• Upon two Petitions of Katharim^ Queen Dowager 
^ of Englandy the King, in Performance of the League 

* made between the French King and Henry V. l^s r a- 

* ther, by two Letters Patent, granted to the faid Queen, 
^ for her Dowry, fundry Manors, Cuftoms, and other 

< Hereditaments in the r rincipality of Wales and Duchy 

* of Lancajler^ there named, to the clear yearly Value 

* of 40,000 Crowns, two of which arc to be of the feal 
« Value of ^ an Englijh Noble ; all which Dowry and 

* Letters Patent were confirmed in Parliament with fe- 
^ veral Provifos.' The whole is of a very great Length 

< on the Roll. 

* Anny Countcfs of Stafford^ Daughter and Heir of 

* Eleanor^ one of the Daughters^ and Heirs of Humpbref 

* deBohun^ late Earl of Hereford^ EJfex^ and Northamp^ 

< tony and Conftable of England, recited a Partition 
I 17s 1 * made between Henry V. and her, of the EarFs In- 

< heritance, in the ninth of his Reign, at which Time 

* certain Knights Fees in grofs were not divided ; 

< wherefore (be now prayeth Remedy for thofe, as 

* well 
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^ well as concerning certain Members belonging to the^ingH<mry vi* 
^ Caftle of Brechnoch in Wales: 

Anfwer. The King^s Council Jhall have Power ^ by Aur 
thority of Parliament^ to fettle the fame. 

• Bartholomew Goldbeater^ Mafter of the Mint, with* 

* in the Tower, requireth larger Commifljon, touching 

* the Coinage and Exchange of Money, in the faid 

* Tower, although it be ordered by the King that no 
^ Minter (hould hold the Exchange ; an Ordinance was 

* made that the faid Mafter fhould keep the Exchange 
^ till the next Parliament, fo that he take not above 

* three Half-pence for tlie Exchange of a Noble.* 

It was enafted, * That Thomas Chaucer^ Chief Butler 
' to the King, (hall hold the faid Office during his Life, 
f according to the Letters Patent made to his Father 

* Geoffry Chaucer^ and to himfelf by King Henry IV.' 

A Statute was made ^ That the King's Council 

* might affign Money to be coined in as many Places 

* as they pleafed.' — Another, ' That all the Statutes 

* relating to Purveyors fliall be proclaimed, in every 

* County, four Times in a Year. — What Sort of Irijh^ 

* /»/», only, may come to dwell in England. - 

* That the Mafter of the Mint fliall ferid to the Mint 

* to be coined all the Gold and Silver that fliall come 

* to his Hands by Exchange. A certain Allowance 

* fliall be made to thofe who were returned to ferve 
-^ King Henry V. in his Wars out of the Gains of the 
.* War**. Thofe Jewels* which King Henry V. did 
.* mortgage, fliall be redeemed or forfeited, faving the 
f Jewels of the Crown *. 

The laft Thing that we find worth Notice, amongft 
the Tranfaftions of this Parliament, is * That //«;w/>Z?r^j^ 
5 Duke of Gloucefter had granted to him, by Authority 

* of the faid Parliament, the Offices of Lord Great- 
5 Chamberlain and'C^onftable o^ Englan^^ with all the 

Profits thereunto belonging, to continue tp him du- [ 1 7^ j 

* ring the King's Pleafure.' — The Petitions of the Com- 
mons, this Parliament, are but few, and thofe pf no 
great Significancy. 

The next Year another Parliament was called by 
Writs, dated September th? firft, returnable on the 20th 

M 3 Day 

•1 Thcfe arc faid to be maimed or decrepid Soldifrs, called now Invslitia. 
f Statutes at large, An. I Benry VI, cap. i, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
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iCtag Hmo^ VI. Day of O^ober following. It is remarkable, that a 
much fmaller Number of Peers were fiimmoiaed to this 
Anno lUgni a. ^^^ *^^ '*^ Parliament, than ufually ; from whence we 
' 1423. ' conclude, that the greateft Part of the Englijh Nobility, 
. at that Time, were engaged abroad, ^s Governors of 
KtWtfimnfiir, ^^^^ conquered City, Town, or Fortrefs j or other- 
wife with-held by fome important Pod in the Army. 
A Lift of thofe called to this Meeting is as follows : 



Karnes of the Humphrey Dixkc of (?/^«- 
^««"- ceftir. 

Henry lE,zr\ of Nertbumber- 

Umd. 
Ralph Earl of Weftmore- 

land. 
Thomas Lord De la If^ar. 
William Lord Ferrers^ of 

Groby. 
Jahn Lord Wtlles. 
John Lord Grayjiock. 
Keginald Lord Grey^ . of 

Ruthin, 
John Neville J Lord Laty- 

mer. 
Richard hoxA Strange. 



Robert Lord Poynings. 

fVilliam Lord Bottreaux. 

Thomas Lord Dacre^ of 
Gitfland. 

William Lord Clinton. 

fVilliam Lord Harringtonf 

Thomas Earl Marjhair 

Edmond Earl of 
March. 

Thomas Duke of Exe- 
ter. 

Richard Earl of War- 
wick. 

James Lord JhtJ^y. 

Richard Lord Cromwell. 

Henry Lord Fitz-Hugb. 



[ m 3 



On the Day of the Meeting of this Parliament, g 
Commiflion was again read to conftitute the Duke of 
Gloucejler Lord Prefident s ; and, by his Command, the 
Biihop of Durham^ Lord- Chancellor, opened theCaufe 
of the Samttions under this Text, 

Deum timete, Regem honorificate. 

On thefe Words he argued, * That we ought to fear 

* God, even with a Child-like Fear ; quoniam qui timet 

* Deum^ diUgit eum^ et tunc iltuminabitur Cor ejus. 

* And that the King ought to be honoured, fince now 

* this Realm had attained their Wi(h ; which was, 
< that the King of England might alfo be King of 

* France, And iince this great Undertaking was brought 

* about by the Labour and Conquefts of their preient 

• ' * -King's 

f Thefe four are placed in both th^ Lifts after feveraJ of the ^rons* 
pmitted in this Lift, James Lord Berkeley, 

Z The Commiffion is in the Public ^Sis, dated at Wejiminftcr, 08. jq, 
Tom. X. p, 3 10, And Rot. Pari, a Henrj VI. 
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* King's pathcr, tliey ought to honour him equally for^mg Hemy vi^ 

* it ; for Ofnnis qui diligit ^wn fuiginuit^ diligit it eum 
^ qui natus efi ex ilU. 

^ That all the Lords of the Coancil, appointed by the 

* laft Paritament for the Regency, and for the due Ob- 

* fervation of the Peace, during the King's Minority, 

* were affembied, in order to take the Advice and Con- 

* fent of Parliament, towards perfecting the fame/ 
Then he defired the Commons to chufe their Speaker 
and prefent him to the Duke, the King's Commiflioner 
in this Parltam«nt, 

Tfie Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appoint- , « 
cd, the Commons prefenffed %^ *«^/> Efq; as their Ef^j'^chofctt"'* 
Speaker; who, with the ufual rroteftation^ was allowed. Speaker. 
The Bufinefs of this Parllafticnt was chiefly thcfe : 

« Whereas J^hn Lord Tait>atj of Furnivaly being 
^ the King's Lieutenant of Irelmd^ had accufed Jamts 

* Butler *, Earl of Ormonde of certain Treafons cotn- 

* mitted in that Kingdom ; whkh Accufation was then 

* depending before John Duke of Bedford^ Earl Mar* 

* fiial of England^ in his Marrhal's Court ; the King, 

* to take up the Matter betwixt them, doth, by Affent 

* of Parliament, utterly abolifli the faid Accufation, and 

* all Suits upon the fame/ The Accufations are par- 
ticularly recited in the Record. 

A Committee of the Commons were appointed to' 
wait upon the Duke of Givucejier^ and to give him their 
hearty Thanks for vouchfafing to communicate to them 
the Treaty with the Scots AmbaiTador, for the Delivery 
and Marriage of James King of Scotland-^ which (hey 
greatly approved of. 
' An Ordirwince was made, * That the Mint-Mafter in 

* the Tower (hall keep the Exchange, allowed him by 

* the laft Parliament, durhig the King's Pleafure.* And 
it was cnafted, at the Petition of the Northern Counties, 
' That a Coinage (hould be at Tork^ during the Kirig*^ 

* Pleafute ; and that ail Perfons do bring in their Gold, [ J?^ ] 

* there to be new coined, which is not of full Weight. 

Thefe are all the A6i:s and Ordinances which were 
made in the firft SeiBon of this Parliament, which was 
?idjouraed the 17th Day oi December^ on Account of the 
approaching Fcftival, to the 15th oi January following. 

On 

^ ? Bottller on th? RoU, 
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KUogK^nry VI. On the Day prefixed being again afTembled, the firft 
Thing that they went upon was a Grant of a Subfidy 
to the King. This Inftrument is firfl: entered on the 
Roll, dated Fib. 8 ; and therefore we place it here» 
though it was not prefented till Feb. 28 following^ the 
laft Day of this Parliament. 
A Subfidy. This Grant is alfo in Englijh^ and contains*a Subfidy 
of 33 X. 4^. on Englijh Merchants, for every Sack of 
Wooll; and for every IZ40 Pound Weight ofWooU- 
fells, 341. \d. and of Aliens a Subfidy of 43^. ^d. for 
Wooll, and for Fells the fame ; alfo a Subfidy of Ton- 
nage and Poundage on Aliens, for every Ton of Wine , 
31. and for every twenty Shillings Worth of Merchan- 
dize imported or exported, i%d. from the Feaft of St, 
Martin then next coming, unto the End of two Years 
then next following, with fome Reilridions too long 
to infert;,but no Fifteenths or Tenths granted in this 
Parliament. 

The next we find on Record are the Names, or 
Titles, of the Council afligned, during the King's In- 
fancy, to govern this Kingdom under th» Lord-Protec- 
tor, viz. 

The Duke of Gloucefier^ • , - 

The Archbifiiop of Canterbury^ the Bifhops of Lon^ 
don^ IVinchfJier^ Norwich^ and lVorce(ier\ the X/ord- 
Chancellor and Lord-Treafurer ; the Lord Privy- Seal ; 
the Duke of Exeter ; the Earls of Marchy Warwick^ 
Marefchaly Northumberland^ and Wejlmoreland \ the 
Borons Cromwell J FitZ' Hugh ^ Bourghehier^ ^xiiScropei 
Sir Walter Hungerford^ Sir John Tiptoft\ Thomas Chau^ 
cer and William Allynton^ Efqrs. 

Thefe Biihops, Noblemen, k£c. when they accepted 
of being Privy Counfellois to the King, defired that 
they might have a Schedule of Inftrudions to a<a by 
given them, which were drawn up for them, and arc on 
the Roll, in the Englijh of the Times, as follow : 

CT^HESE hen certein Frovifiom for the Good of the 
-^ Governance of this Land^ that the Lords which hen 
of the King's Counfaill defrethj 

Firft, 7 hat my Lord of Gloucefter, ne noon other Man 

ef the Counfailly in no Suyte that Jhall be maad unto him^ 

^ Jhall no Favour grante nether in Billes of Right y ne bf 

Ojffice^ 
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/, m of Benefice that loengeth to the CounfailU butJ^ui%ffenryyu 
mly to anfwer that thi Bill Jhall be feen by all the Court-* 
failly and the Party fuyng to have Anfwer. 

Iteiri, That all the Billes that /hull be put into^the 
Cmnfaill^ JhuU be oays in the IVeek at the Itft^ that h 
U faie on the Wednefday, redd byfore the Counfaill^ and 
thtr Anfweres endorced by the fame Counfaill^ and on the 
Friday next folowyng declared to the Partie fuyng. 

Item, That all the Billes that comprehende Materes 
terminable at commune Lawe, that feemetb nogbt fenyd^ 
ie remittyd there to be"" determined j but if fo be thai the 
Dlfcretion of theCounfaill feel to grete myght on that 09 
Side and unmight 00 that other *. 

Item, If fo be that eny Mater e fuyd in the CounfaiU 
falle into diverfe Opinions^ that oolefs than the more Part 
^ the CounfaiU^ beyng prefent iH the Tyme of D if cord 
fall to that 00 Part^ that it he noght enaHed as affentid^ 
md the Names of both Parties ena^, byjhip Clerk of thg 
CounfaiU, iheyr Affent or Difajfent^ 

Item, That inallSuytes that jhuld be maad to the 
CounfaiU, in Materes whois Determation loongeth unto 
the CounfaiU j but if it be fo that thay touch the Weel of , 
the King, our Soverain Lord, or of his Reaupie, haflily 
to he fped, ellys that they be noghjt ena^ed and don by . 
the CounfaiU, 00 lejfe than to the N ombre of fix, or three 
at the teafl, of the CounfaiU^ and the Officers that ben 
prefent be of oon Affent, and, atte all Tymes, the Names of 
tbofe SeHteures to he wryten with thar owen Hand in the 
fame^ille. , 

Item, Forafmoche as it is to grete a Shame, that into 
Straunge Countries our Soverain Lordfhall write his Let- ^ 
tres by. th^Advys of his CounfaiU, forfuch Materes and 
Perfones writeth in his Name, and fmgular Perfones of 
the CounfaiU to write the contraries, that it be ordeined . 
that no Man of the CounfaiU prefume to doo it on Pain 
cf Shame and Reproef. 

■ Item, That the Clerk of CounfaiU be; fworne, that 
every Day that the CounfaiU fit teth on any Billes, betwixt 
Partie and Partie, that he Jhall, as far as he c^n efpye, 
which is the poreji Suyter's Bills, and that firfl to bi redd 
and anfwered ', and the Kyng*s Sergeant to befworne treiuly 
and plainly to geve the pore Man, that for fuch is accept 

to 
9 Sic ui MS^ 
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l^jigflftirjr VJ« to tbi Counfailly AJJiftinci and trtvae Counfaill in his Ma- 
Un fo t9 he fuyd^ wkhaut any Good taking of hym, on 
Payn of Difchargo of thiyr Office. 

item 9 Forafmoche as bit is likly tbat many Materes 
JhuU he treted afore the Counfaill^ the which toucheth the 
Kyng's Prerogatif and Frehold^ or that a Partie and 
9ther of his Sougets o that other ^ in the which Materts 
the CounfaiU is not lermd to keep the iCyng^s Rights and 
the Parties both^ withoute the Advys of the Kyng's Ju' 
Jfices^ which be lerned both in his Prerogatifs and his com- 
- mune Lawe\ that in all fuch Materes his Juges be called 
thereto J and theyr Advys^ with theyr Names aifoy to he 
entered of Record what and howe thei determine and 
advyfe tbereinne. 

We have given thefe Inftrudions in the true Diction 
and Orthography of the Times, tho* fcarce intelligible 
now ; as well to fliew how the Englijh Language varies 
from Age to Age, as 'to exhibit thefe Articles of Go« 
vernment which the Parliament thought fit to impofe 
upon the Council, and even on the Protc£bor himfelf. 

We now proceed to the Bufinefs done in this fecond 
Seffion of this ParHament. 

* On the Petition of the Executors of the Laft Will . 

* of Henry IV, the King had, by his Letters Patent, 
^ afiigned the Payment of 40,000 Maries to the Execu* 

• • tors of Henry V. to the End that the laft Executors 

* fhould pay the firft, and alfo difcharge the Will of 

* Henry V, which Letters Patent were confirmed by 

* Parliament. The faid Executors prayed. That they 
< might have the Jewels, Platp, and Goods of the faid 

* King He>iry V. to the Value of 40,000 Marks; which 
. Orders relating < was granted. And that the faid Executors fhall have 

*h ^^^ ^^ * ^'' the Wards, Marriages, Goods, Debts, and Chattels, 

Pc*b«r ' ' which were the faid King's, for the Payment of his 

« Debts.* But then it was cnafted, * That the Execu- 

^ tors of both the late Kings (hall pay all their Debts, 

* as well thtofe due by Talley as by Debentures.' At 
the fame Time an Aft was pafled, * To fecure thoie 
« Perfons who had only the late King's Jewels in Pawn, 
^ and that they fhould not be obliged to deliver the fame 

* •till their Debts were paid, And that the Bifhop of 

Wincbefter^ 
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^ Wincheftir^ who lent the King 20,000 Marks on the King H««i>7Vi^ 

* Crown, fliould hav« Letters Patent to receive the faid 
^ Sum out of the Cuftoms. 

The Bi(hop of Durham^ Executor to Henry Bcw^tt, 
late Archbiftnop ofTfri^ and others, petition'd the Parlia- 
ment * To order the Payment of 900 A lent to King 
f Hefiry V, on a Tabernacle of Gold, once belonging 

* to the DukiB of Lancafin ; and to be difcharged from 

* the faid Executors on the Deliverjr of the faid Taber- 
'nacie; which, by common Aflent, was confirmed. 
On the Petition oi^Kstharine Queen ei England^ « A 

> new Dower was affigned her, inftead of the other « 

* granted by the lafl Parliament, it being,, in many 
^ Places, found faulty and erroneous. Laftly, John Staf- 
ford^ Treafiirex oi England^ by his Petition, prayed, 
^ That the Schedule, indented, made between him on 

* the one Part, and the Executors of Htnry V. on the [ 179 ] 

* other, relating to the Goods of the faid King, deli- 

* vered to the faid Executors, to the Valtic of 40,000 
^ Marks, might be confirmed t>y Parliament, and he.be 
« difcharged thereof; which was granted/ The Inven- 
lory of thefe Goods are on the Record, containing the 
Jewels, Cloths of Arras, Apparel, and other Particulars, 
with the Prices annexed to them, to a very great Length ; 
wherein, fays Prynm^ may be feen the Frugality of the 
JateiOtig, there bcir^ feme plain Gowns of his not 
worth 40 J. with other leis coftly Appacei, and fuch as 
ihe worft Pages of die leafi Nobleman, in our Days, 
would fcorn to wear. 

The Parliament hs^ving thus honourably provided foe 
the Payment of the late King's Debts, an Afiair of mpre 
public Concern came before them. James King of 
Scotland had been a Prifoner in England ever fince the ^ ^f^" ^^^^ 
Reign oi Henry IV. wherein the Policy rather than the' ^ ^'' 
Juftice of this Detention muft be commended. How- 
ever, it was now thought, that if the Scots King was fet 
at Liberty, Things might be fo managed with him, that 
a firm and lafting Peace might be eftablifhed between 
the two Nations. And left the Obligation fliould be 
too foon forgot, it was alfo propofed to give him to Wife 
Jane^ Daughter to Jt^n Duke of Somerfet^ and Coufinr 
JGerman to the young King ^. Accordingly, by Letters 

Patent, 

5» The mod beautiful Woman of her Time, wijth whom he was defpp*' 
yately in tovc. Buchanan Hiil. of Scotland, by j?W^ Vol. I, p. 44^* 
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KXniHmyyh Patent, direiSled to certain Bifliops and others, a Treaty 
was fet on Foot at Durham^ between the Coaimiffioners 
of both Nations ; and the (aid Letters Patent were not 
pnly confirmed by this Parhament, but the Power to 
deliver up the King of Scots ^ on the Conditions agreed 
on, was alfb ratified by them. The Scots King was 
releafed from his Captivity of eighteen Years, and mar- 
ried to the Lady, with whom he had a large Dower, 
befides many Gifts of Plate and Jewels, which h^r 
JCindred of the Nobility prefented them with. At his 
Departure he was, alfo induced to take an Oath of 
Friendlhip and Fidelity, fay fome ; or, as other Hifto- 
r 180 ] ^^^^^ write, did Homage to the young King oi England^ 
** at his Caftle of H^in^or 5 wherein he owned that he 

^eld and claimed his Kingdom under a Superior Lord ^ 
3ut what are Oaths or Bonds to Kings ? James ^ foon 
^fter his Arrival in Scotland^ forgot them ; and eithei: 
out of a natural AfFe£lion to the French Nation, or elfe 
being defirous to (hake off all Badges of Subjefiion to 
the Englijh^ he entered into a ftri^ League with the 
King o( France^ and intirely deferted the bther's Interefl. 
The reft of the Proceedings of this Parliament wc 
^all range s^s follow i ' 

petitions in Par- Edmund Earl of March ^ Son and Heir to Roger Earl 
iUment, of March^ prefented a Petition, wherein he (hewed. That 

King Henry V. for the Sum of 10,000 Marks, paid to 
certain of the King's Creditors by the faid Earl, promi- 
fed to him, by Word of Mouth, his own Marriage, h^ 
being then the King's Ward, which he requefts may 
ke confirmed by Parliament '; and it was granted. 

Thomas Duke of Exeter reported, how that the late - 
King) ^ little before hi$ Death, much repented him to 

' ' ' th^ ' 

i The Otth was in thefc Words : ' I James Stewart, King of Scotlaiuf, 
' fliall be true and faitliful unto you Lord Hetiry^ by the Grace of God^ 

* King of Engiand zndxFrance, the Noble and Superior Lord of the King- 

* dom of Scotland^ which 1 hold and claim of you. And I ifaall bear yoi» 
< my Faijh and Fidelity of Life and Limb, and worldly "Honour, againft 
« all Men j and faithfully I ihall acknowledge and do you Service due for 

* the Kingdom of Scotland aforefaid 5 fo help me- God^ and theCe holjf- 

* E van ge lifts,' kJ[oiiifigJl^t:ad*s Chrom p. 587. 

Buchanan^ according to his ufual Partiality, mentions this Oath bt^t 
flightly J and beftows a whole Page or two in cxcufing it and the King 
i'rom any ingratitude to the Englijh Nation, by fiding with the Frencbi 
He was afterwards inhumanly murdered by hi* owa Subjects* 'B(tnd''% 
i'rapflat.yaUh f, ^^^* * ' 
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flic faid Duke, for confifcatihg the Land of the Lord King flJmr^ vi; 

Scropej upon the Attainder of Henry^ the l^ft Lord, and 

his Beheading at Southampton ; becaufe he fince under- 

ftood that the faid Eftate was entailed upon Gtoffrty^ 

Stephen^ and J^hn le Scrope^ his Brothers ; and that the 

Lord FitZ'Hugh and Wiiliam PorUr^ to whom Part of 

the faid Lands were given, were contented, on Proof 

of the Entail, to make Reftitution of the fame. But 

we do not find what the Parliament did further in it. 

On the Petition of yoan^ Queen of England^ Wife r fgi 7 
to King Henry IV. the King, by Confent of Parlia- ^ * 

ment, rcftored to her all her Dower, and the Arrears 
of the (ame, with all her Goods that were taken from 
hcr^ 

At the Petition of the Matter ahd Brethren of the 
Hofpital of St. LeonariTs in ITorJty it wasena£led, * That 

* they fhould enjoy all their Threaves of Corn, within 

* the Counties of TorAj Cumberland^ Weftmoreland^ 

* and Lancajhire ; and that they may recover the fame 

* by an Adlion of Debt or Detinue.' This Statute was 
made remarkable, by being the firft Occaflon of a great 
Revolution which happened fome Years after. 

It was enaded, ^ That if any Perfon fliould carry out 
' of the Realm any Staple- Ware, from the Staple of 
^ Calais^ uncuftomed, he fhall forfeit the fame, and make 
« Fine agd Ranibm at the King's Pleafure.' Alfo, ' That 
^ no Licence be granted to any Perfon to tranfport any 
^ flight Looms out of Hampjhire^ Kenty Sujix^ and 

* TorJ^ ; but only to Calais.* But this laft was only to 
continue to the next Parliament. 

Two Fqreign Ladies of Quality, who had been 
married, the one to the Duke of Bed/qrd^ and the other 
Co the Duke qf Gloucefter^ were naturalized this Parlia^ 
roeiit* The former was Ann,^ Sifter to Philip Duke 
of Burgundy 9 and Wife to John Duke of Bedford, Re- 
gent of France j the latter was .Jaquet, or Jaqueline^ 
fole Daughter and Heirefs to H^illiam Duke of Bavaria ^ 
who was married to Humphrey Duke of Gloucejier. 
This Princefs,by her Father's Death, had the Govern- 
ment of the Earldoms of Hainault and Holland , two 
large and populous Countries, defcended to her; and, 
thipugh married to John D\x\iQ oi Brabant^ yet, on Pre- 
tence 
^ * Sec before, p, 161, 163, 
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KiAgAavyVl. tence that her Hulband was too* nearly related to h^ 
before Marriage^ or, as others fay^ for bts unkind Uisfftt 
of her, fhe leH him and came intor Englandy where £e 
foon after became Duke Humpkrgjf^ Wife, to the grest 
Difpleafurt of her former Hiitfbaiid, and, in the*£Bdv 
proved the Rum of the Englijb Intereft in Frame. 
Sir Jshn MprlimiTjoS Bijbop's Hatfiildy in the County 
[ 182 1 <ii Hertford^ having been indited on the Oath of ona 
King^ Servant to Robert Scot, £fq; Keeper of the Towier 
AnEMfo0Faao^f London^ upon the Statute of Efcapes, an A£i was 
Aik againft Sir made this Parliament on purpofe to deftroy him, alIedg-< ' 
JWw Mortimer. j„g fevcral other Articles againft hhn. As, /jr/?. That 
the (aid Sir ?«&» had contrived, with htm, to break out 
of his Impriionment, and had promifed him immediately 
a Reward of 40/. a-3rear, to be aiding and affifting to 
him in his Efcape, and afterwards an Earldom. Steamdly^ 
That the faid Sir John told, That after his Efcape. he 
would go into WaUs to the Earl of Marcb^ and having 
raifed 40,000 Men, would enter the Kingdom againg 
amd cut ofF the Heads of the Prote£lQr and th% Biihop 
of fVincbeJier. Thirdly^ He had told this Informant^ 
That the Earl ai March was rightful Heir to the Crown 
of England^ and that after him he was the next Heir ; 
wherefore, if the Earl of M^trch refufed to recover hi^ 
Right, he bimfelf would take upon hioi the Regal Power 
as his Due. Lajily^ That when he came into fVaies; 
if the Earl of March would not accept his Service, nof 
engage in the Caufe, he would then fly into France y and 
affift the French King againft King Henry^ and did not 
doubt but in the End he (hould gain his Defign ^ 

It appears by the Record, that this Shr John Mortimer 
had been committed Prifoner to the Tower, for Sufpi** 
cion of Treaibn done againft the late King, from whence 
be had made his Efcape the firft Year of this Reign* 
Fpr which Efcapfe alone, we fuppofe, h^ was indicfted, 
and this IndicStmeht, by the Authority of Parliament, 
was allowed to be good ; and the fai4 Sir John being 
again apprehended and brought before this Parliamenr, 
Judgment was given againft Him, to be carried back to 
the Tower, and drawn from thence to Tyburn^ there 
• to ^be hang'd, drawn, ,and quarter'd ; his Head fet on 
London Bridge, and his four Quarters on the four Gates 

of 

1 Sam» Darnel in Kenmt, p. 34S. < 
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of the City. < A ftrange Judgment and Sentence, faysKutgitory VL 
Prfmti ^j that any Man in a peaceable Time ihould be 
condemned on a bare Indidment, without any Arraign- 
ment or due Trial, But it is not to be wondered at, 
when we conftder that the Jealoufy the Houfe ot Lati^ r .g^ 1 
^^<rr conceived againft any Commotion in Favour of '' ^ ^, 
the Houfe of Toriy was the Occaiion of this Defcendant 
of the latter being took off by fo ill^al and arbitrary a 
Manner/ ^ On whofe Death, fays an old Hiftortan \ 
gr^^ Slander aroie to the Contrivers of it/ And ano- 
ther ^ remafks, ^ That his Faults were believed to be 
Calumnies, and himfelf brought to fo ignominious an 
End for that alone, which, by vulgar Politicians, is cal- 
led R^afons of State* The Earl of Match j the inune-* 
diate Heir, was, y$9 may believe, more than fufpe^led $ 
but nothing being, proved againft him, it was then 
thought politic to fend him oyer into Ireland^ with 
Forces to fecure that Kingdom, where he foon after dled^ 
without IfTue, wfaofe Inheritance defceoded fo Richard 
Pkntageruty Son and ffeir to Richard Earl of Cambridge^ 
beheaded at Sokthampton in the late Reign ^. 

.There are feveral more A6ls and Ordinances made 
in this Parliament, which may be feen on the Roll, bet- 
ing of a mighty Length, and contains in it a great deal 
of Bbiinefs done in a very little Time ; that is, only from 
the J5th of JaMary, the Day of the Meeting of this 
fecond Seffion^ to the 8th of Februarj foUowing. 

The. French War was ftill carried on by the Regent 
againft the Dauphin^ (who was, by his Party, ftiled 
Charles VII.) with various Succefs ; whilft the Protec- [ 184 ] 
tor on this Side, England being loaded with many diffi- 
cult Affairs of State, thought fit to call another Parlta- AnnoRegm u 
ment, in order to extricate himfelf out of them. The 1425. 
Writs of Summons were dated the 24th of Pehruaryy 
and returnable at Wejlminfter the kft Day of jlpril fol- At/^^«f/«Ar. 
lowing. The Prote^or and Council thought it necef- 
fary, in order to engage both Lords and Commons more^**^'^"^*"^^ 
zealouily in their Interefts, to bring the Infant King 'i^o±t\iQ^iz^ 
the Houfe; and accordingly, on the Day of their Meet- 

m In his Notes on th« Mrii^emnt of ^ofdu ^ o> i 

n HaIV% ChronicU, See alfo J, St owe, p. 365. 
« BiondVs Hiftory of the Civil Wars betwcea the Houfes of T<,rk and 
Lancafier, p. 25. henry VI. 
P J^iJ, p. 366. 
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XingHint/y VI» ing> he was carried through the City, oil a great Horfe, 
to IVefthiinJier. The People flock'd in great Multitudes 
to behold him ; and imagining with themfelves that they 
could difcern the Features and Virtues of his Father to 
be tranfplanted into him by Nature, they loaded hiifi 
with loud Acclamations and hearty Wiihes of a long 
^nd happy Life p. Being come to the Palace, he was 
from thence conducted to the Houfe of Lords, and fat on 
' liis Mother's Knee in the Throne- ' It was a ftrange 

Sight, fays one, and the firft Time it ever was feen in 
Englandi an Infant fitting in his Mother's Lap, and be- 
fore it could tell what Englijh meant, to exercife the 
Place of Sovereign Direftion in open Parliament ^/ Yet 
{a it was,'for, the Commons being called, the Bifhop of 
Winchefter^ then Lord-Chancellor, opened the Caufe of 
the Summons in Manner following : 

For th<i Head of his Difcourfe he chofe thefe Wordy, 
Gloria J Honor J it Pax^ omni operant i Bonum ; this he 
^divided into three Branches^ Ws. Bonum honeftum^ which 
confifted in the due Obedience of the Subject ; Bonum 
C 185 J deleifabiUy which was giving good Counfel ; and Bonum 
utiUy which was the ixte and willing Relief they owed 
to their Prince and Commonwealth. 

By the firft, he argued that God was moft glorified ; 
by the fecond, the Prince beft honoured ; by the thirds 
the Siibje£l's Safety better guarded. According to the 
Saying. in St. Luke^ Gloria in excel/is DeOy in Terra Pax^ 
it Hominibus bona Voluntas* Glory is given to God by 
due Obedience in the Subjefts ; the Prince is honoured 
by having found Advice given him j and the Sabje£B 
governed in Peace by relieving their Prince. And in 

this 

P HalPs Cbroitie/f, FoK ixiii. ^ HentyVL HdHingfiead, p. 589.— • 
IPabiam gives an Account of this Froceffion in thefe Words : ' Two Days 

< before the Parlement met, the Kinge with the Queene his Moder came 

* thorugh the Cytye from Wendejorty and when he came at the Weft Dore 

* of Pwlyst the Lorde Prote£ler toke him out of the Chare, and fo was Jedd 

* upon his Fete, between the fayde Lorde Prote£ier and the Duke of Extttr^ 

* unto the Steppes goyng into the Quyerj from whence he was borne unto 

< the hygh Aulter, and there knelcd on a Travcrfe purveyed for hym j and 

* when he had ben there he yode to the Rode of the North Dore, and there 

< made his O/Ferynges ; And then he vtras borne into the Church-yerde, and 

* there fet upon a fayre Courfer, and fo conveyed thorugh Cbeptf and the 

* other Streetes of the Cytye, unto St. George' % Barre, and fo held his Jour- 
« nay to his Manour of Kenyngton. In the fame Manner hejwras conveyed 

* thorugh the Cytye to fFeJiminJier, to mete the Parlement,' Fabians 
Citron, Part 7. Folio clxxxi. 

^S^eed^sCbrotticie^ y» 6^1, 
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this he affirmed that Princes ought to be obeyed, though King Mtrnj VI, 

they were evil ; according to the Command of St. Peter ^ 

Obedite Prapofttis vejtns ; for although they were not 

good in themfelves, yet, as they commanded many good 

Things to be obferved, they ought to be obeyed y and 

put them in Mind that, Sicut Princeps tenetur regere /f- 

filiter^ fie Plihs ienetur obedire realiier. 

On his fecond Divifion, relating to found Counfel, he 
urged this Text, Salus ubi multa Qonfilia\ apd told them ' 
that an Elephant had three Properties ; the one, in that 
he wanted a Gall \ the fecond, for that he was inflex- 
ible, and could not bow ; and the third, in that he was 
of a mod found and perfed Memory ; all which Pro- 
perties, by Application, he wifhed might be in all Coun- ' 
fellors. That for their wanting k Gall, they might be ' 
thereby free from all Malice, Rancour, and Envy,; by 
being inflexible, that they {hould not ftoop to any Re« 
Ward, nor in Judgment refpe£l: any Perfon \ and of a 
found Memory, that they, by calling to Mind Danger^ 
paft, might prevent Perils to come ^ 

His laft Topic for the Relief of the King ; he urged 
that it ought'to be done with all Readinefs of Mind, con- 
fidering that God, by the young Prince, his chofen Vcf- 
fel, there before them, had not only governed them in 
Safety, but had alfo given to them many honourable 
Vifbories and great Conquefts ; a^l which ought to en- 
force them more willingly to offer, that their Grants 
ihould be more readily taken. Lajily^ He defired the 
Commons to go together and chufe their Speaker, and |. ig^' ^ 
prcfcnt him the next Day. Accordingly, on the 2d of *■ •* 

May'% they prefented Sir Thomas JVantoriy Knt. for their S^ Thomas 
Speaker, before the King and Lords; whofeExcufe not^s^«. 
being allowed, he, viii\i the ufual Proteftation, was ac- 
cepted of. 

But the Buiinefs of this Seflion was much interrupted, 
by a Quarrel between two Great Men about a Right of 
Precedency. John Mowbray^ Earl Marfhal, and Rich" 
ard Beauchampj Earl of IVarxvieky were the two Anta- 

g'^nifts, and each laid Claim to the higher Place in the 
arliament-Houfe. They wcrc^ however, commanded ' ' 

not to come to the Houfe till i\^z Matter between them 
Vol. II. N . was 

t Lord Cok9^% CharaAer of a Member of Parliament, burlefqued by 
Dr. Swi/f, feems to have been borrowed from this Spceeh* Swift*sMif' 
t^lamet. Vol. IV, ' 
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KiD& Henry VJ. was fully hcard ; and learned Counfel were allowed them,. 

to plead and fpeak to their refpefiive Claims. The Duke 

of GkuceJiiT^ as Proteftor, with the Biihops and the refi: 

of the Peers, fat as Judges $ and they, with the Mem- 

/ bers of the Lower floufc, were all fworn to give Mpright 

Judgment in the Caufe, without Favour or AfFedlion. 

The Abridger of the Rolls of Parliament has taken 

wnfulte?rr Pa'»ns to extraa, from the Record, the Subftance of the 

Cafe of Prece- Plcas on both Sidcs ; which is prefixed to his Account 

iJencyinPcer- of the Proceedings of this Parliament. Therein the 

*®^' Pedigrees of thofe twoAntient and.Noble Families are 

fairly fet forth, in order to fupport thefr feveral Claims. 

For proving the Earl Marfhal's Title, Roger Hunt^ 

his Counfel, exhibited to the Lords a Pedigree, wherein 

it was demonftrated that the faid Earl Marfbal came of 

the Royal Blood, and gave the Arms of England^ with 

a Difference, in his Efcutcheon. The faid Pedigree 

deduced the Earl Marfhal from King Edward I. and 

Ihewed the Earl to be allied in Blood to the prefent 

King, from Thomas Earl of Lancajier. It alfo (hewed 

that the faid Earl was related to the King by the Line 

pf the Earl o^ Arundelcy wherefore the Counfel. pleadei 

that his Cliept fhould have the Preference. 

Sir Walter Beauchamp^ Counfel for the Earl of War- 
ijoicky produced alfo a Pedigree 5 and, in (hewing the 
great Antiquity t)f the Family, he proved, by many Au- 
thorities, that Antiquity hath had Superiority to the 
Blood Royal. By thefe Arguments he enforced the 
Title of the Earl of Warwick\ but infifled chiefly on the 
faid Earl's great PofTe^ons, which he made the ftrongeft 
- ^ Plea in his Favour. 
r jg- i The Counfel for both thefe Earls having finifh'd their 
Pleas and demanded Judgment % it might perhaps have 
perplexed the Miniilry how to pleafe them both, but 
that a Method was devifed to do it efFedually. The 
Earl Mtirfhal had been privately required to put in his 
Claim for being reftored to the Title of Duke of Nor- 
foiky according to the Creation o( Thomas his Father, 
and as Brother and Heic to Ihomas^ who died without 
ifTue, Son of the faid Thomas his Father ' ; which Claim, 
when it was publickly made, was, for feveral Reafons, 

granted 

• The whole Proceedings on this Bufinsfs are very loog, and the Plead** 
ings are chiefly in Evglijh, 

t He WIS beheaded for High Treaibn againft Heniy IV« > 
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granted and confirmed by Parliament. . By this Way Kjjig Hesry VU 
the Precedency was biit of Di(pute betwixt them, an4 
the Earl of JVarwick was the Occafion of helping his 
Antagonift to the Dukedom againft his Will 5 which 
the other, perhaps, would never have obtained without 
it. , • 

It iriay well be fuppofed that this Difpiite between • 
thefe two Noblemen took lip the whole Bufmefs of the 
Parliament this firft Seffion ; for we meet with no other 
Proceeding till May 15, when the Duke of Gloucefier^ 
byCommiflion under the King's Letters Patent, pro- 
rogued it for a Week longer. 

The firft Things we find thait they went upon in this a Subfidy, 
fetond Seffion, was, by common Aflent, to grant, as ah 
Aid, the former Subfidy on Woolls for three Years 
longer, and Tonnage and Poundage for one Year, upon 
Condition that foreign Merchants fhould be ftriftly 
looked to for their Duties. 

The Lords of Parliam*ent, by Name, promifed, oh 
their Honours, that they would not hinder the Bifhop 
of Winchefter^ but furfhe/ fuch Security as he fliould 
obtain from the King, for Money by him lent to the 
Government. And it was enadled. That the King's 
Council ihould have Power to give Securities to the faid 
Bifliop, and to other of the King's Creditors, for fuch 
Debts as Were due to them. Alfo the faid Bifliop ha- 
ving obtained the King's Letters Patent to, receive 
20,000 A out of the firft Monev arifing from the King's 
* Cuftoms) or Revenues of the Cfrown, the fame was con- 
firmed to him by Parliameiit. 

Sir John Cornwall Knt. Father-in-Law to the Earl 
of Huniingdony then Prifoner to the Earl of Vendofme in . 
Pranciy having, by Affignment, the W^tdenfliip of the [ 188 ] 
Body and Lands of John Arundel^ Son and Heir of John ^ 

Arundely of Arundel^ Knt. except 500 Marks payable to 
the King, petitioneth that the yearly Rent of the faid 
Eftate might go towards Payment of 1 800 Marks dif- 
burfed to the Earl of Vendofme^ towards the Ranfom of 
the faid Earl of Huntingdon \ which was granted : And, 
at the Petition of the faid Earl, the Lords of Gancourt 
and TokerviUj Fr'emh Prifoners, were delivered to the 
faid Sir John Cornwal for 5000 Marks difturfed in Part 
of the faid Earl's Ranfom. 

N 2 On 
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King Henrj VI* On the Petition of Anne, late Wife of Edmund Earl 
Petitions. ^^ March and Ulfier ", it was ordained that the faid Jnrie 
Ihould have Livery of her Dower, upon her Oath not 
to marry again without the Licence of the King. This 
Lady was the Widow of the faid Earl of March; and, 
dying without IfTue, he left his Honour and Eftate to 
' Richard Plantagtnety Earl oi Cambridge^ his Sifter's Son^ 
who, being thereby Heir to Lionel Duke of Clarence^ firft 
began the Conteft between the two Houfes for the Crown 
of England. 

A very remarkable AfFair came before this Parliameniy 
relating to a Quarrel then fubfifting between two very 

geat Men, Philip Duke of Burgundy^ 'and Humphrey 
ukc of Gloucefter^ Protedlor of England. This Difpute 
arofe about a Lady ; it feems Duke Humphrey had mar- 
ried Jaquilina^ Daughter to IVilliam de Bavaria^ Earl 
ofHainault, This Princefs was an Heirefs, and, at hef 
Father's Death , was poftefted of the Dominions of Hai* 
naulif Holland^ Zealandy and Friezland. She had been 
married before to John^ Dauphin of France ; who dy- 
ing, (he was afterwards betrbthed to John Duke of Bra- 
bant'f with whom quarrelling foon after, {he eloped from 
him and came into England, Here fhe obtained a Di- 
vorce from her lajl Huftand, by Means of an Anti-pope 
theri in the Church, and was laftly married to Humphrey 
- Duke of Gloucejler. 

The whole of this Affair may be feen at large in oiir 
general Hifiorians j and we {hall fay no more than is 
fufficient to introduce the following Quotation from the 
Rolls of Parliament : * Humphrey faifed Forces to re- 
cover his Wife's Dominions in Hainault^ fsfc. then in 
the Pofleffion of her fecond Hufband, and went over with- 
them and his Lady ; where he was fo very unfiiccefsful 
as to lofe both her and her Territories, and {he became 
reconciled to the Duke of Brabant, In this Conteft the 
Duke of Burgundy was nearly concerned, as a near Re*^ 

lation 

u This Edmund Earl of March, &e, had been a Prifoncr of State ever 
iince the R«ign of Henry IV, was grown lame and decrepid with Age and 
Coniiaement j but this Vear was hafipUy releafed from his Mifery. Halts 
Chronicle, 3 Henry VI. Fol. xxiii. 

Shake/pear hath given us a fine Scene of this fame Edmund Mortimer 
{fvlng his laft Advice ta his Nephew Richard Fianta^tnei, afterwards Duke 
of rark, in Prifon, Htnry VI. Part I, 
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lation to the former ^; and Ghucejier^ thinking he had King Hinry VX« 
played him foul Play in the Affair, feveral angry Letters 
pafled between them ; till at laft Burgundy was fo pro- 
voked as to fend the other a Challenge.; which Hum-- 
phrey accepted of, and the next St, George^ s Day was ap- 
pointed for the Combat ^. Both Sides feeming to be in 
' Earneft, the Englijh Parliament thought fit to interpofe, 
to prevent the ill Qonfequences of a Rupture with the 
Duke of Burgundy at that Time a firm Ally to England 
againft France : Accordingly we find, on Record, a Sche- 
dule propofed in this Parliament to reconcile thefe Dif- 
ferences, which we fhall give at Lengthy and in its own 
Language, without any Comment. 

r^Onftderyng the fuU^ gnte, and irreparable Inconveni" 
^ ences,that might enfue tQ grete Harme and Prejudice 
of the Kyng and of his Reumes^ gyf it were preceded^ to 
Execution of the Bataille in the perfonele S^uareh and 
I)ebate bytwixt my Lord of Glouceftre and the Due of 
JSurgoygne, hit is thoght necejfary and behojfull^ that^ by 
JJfent of the three EJiates affembled in this prefent Par^ 
lementy the Chancellor' have Commaundemenlt to do make 
JLettres Patentee undre the Kyng' s Grete Seely by which 
Power be geven and commytted to the ^eenes of France 
and of this Land^ the Kyng's Aicle^ and his Moder^ and 
to my Lord the Regent ^France, and to itch oftbem^ to 
receyve and take the faid Debate into the Kyng's Handy 
and to make expreffe Defenfe and Inhibition to. the faid « 
Parties y yef and whan if pall be thought to them^ or any 
ofthem^ and to the Kyng*s Counfeillis of both Reumys^ex- 
fedient Ui be doo^ that thei precede no fertber in^ nor to 
Execution ofj the faid Bataille^ nor that oon of hem ayenft 
that other in ony wife be wey of Fete therfore^ and t9 
offre them on the Kyng*5 Behalf e Adminiflracion of ^ujlice^ 
fwick as the Cas requireth to be doon unto them therynne 
by the Kyngy at fwich Time as he JhaU come to Teres of 
• Difcretiony or ellis to be doon to hem nowe gif thei wolle 
N 3 algates 

w Burgundy was own Coufin to the othcr^ ' 

X The Duke of Qloucefier had borrowed 20,000 Marks of the Pubh'e 
Twafure, to enable him to raife Forces for the Recevery of his Lady's Do- 
tniaions in FlanderSf which was to be repaid in a certain Term of Years, 
and it was 'now ordained by Parliament that the Lords 6i the Council 
fliould take Securities for it. ' . 

y Aiek is Grandmotlie'r) and not Grandfather, as th^ Abridger has 
falfly trjnilated it. 
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Kin% Heviyyi' algates dejire it. Item, That Power be y even' unto th^ 
Kyng^s Counfaill here^ by the Authority of the thre Efiat 
ojfemhled in this Parlementy to lete and alfoe tofende Am' 
bajfade to the Due of Burgoygne, and to any other Perfon^ 
or Perfones there^ as it jhalXbe thoght unto the Counfaill 
here behoffull or necejjfarie on the Kyng^s Behalve and 
Name^ exprejfing it done by tVAdvys of the thre faid 
EJiates\ and alfoe in the Name^ and^ the Behalve^ of 
the faid thre Jajlates to mean tojiir^md to induce the 
faid Due ^/Burgoygnc and all othor that it Jball be thoght 
expedient in the Ma tier of the fore faid Pebate^ and alfo 
in the Matier of the Depoos and putting of my Ladies 
Per (one ^Glouccftre out of the Hands of the faid Due 
of Burgoygne into indifferent /fo«rf.*— ^-Thus far ^hc 
Kecord of this Matter, . 

[ 189 ] There were feveral A&s made for the public Benefit 
SewralAaspif. thisParliamcrft; thechief.of which are, I. Againft the 
.fed for the Bene- Exportation of Sheep beyond Sea, without the King'^ 
^t of the Nation, Lj^gj^^.g. becaufe, •by Carrying of Sheep into Flanders 
and other Parts, the Wooll of England would at length 
become of little Value, and the Woollen ManufaSure 
of the Nation be greatly diminiflied. To remedy this 
they laid on a heavy Tax of 43 s. a Sack upon exported 
[ 190 ] Woolls, which was lox. more than ever was paid before 
for the like Quantity. 2. For the Exportation of Butter 
and Cheefe, to encourage Hufbandry; giving the Chan- 
cellor of England LcsLwe to grant Licenfes, at his Difcrer 
tioA, to fuch Perfons as fhall defire to vend the faid Ar- 
ticles in foreign Parts, as well as at the great Staple at 
Calais. 3. That all Merchant Strangers, within fifteen 
Days after they are landed in any Port of this Kingdom, 
ibali take lA3dgings, or other Habitations, in the Town 
or Plapi where the Port is, under fome Englijhmen; and 
ihall.not make any Sale of any Goods or Merchandize : 
, till they are fo fettled, and then ihall fell all their Mer- 
chandize within forty Days next enfuing ; and if any ' 
Goods remain unfold after 'that Time, they fhall be for- 
feited to the King's Ufe. This A£l was intended for a 
dfouble Benefit 3 frjly That the King might not be de- 
frauded of his Cuftoms ; aqd nexty That Strangers might * 
not, by keeping of their Goods and Merchandizes, 
i(i)derftand the Wants of the Nation| and fo raife the 
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Prices. After pafling thefe, and feveral more A£ls, this Kbg Htnrj VI, 
Parliament was diffolved on the, 14th of July the fame 
Year, and th& Members fent back into their own Coun- 
tries *• 

About this T^me it was that another dangerous Quarrel between 
Quarrel was fet on Foot between two very great Men, tHe Lord-Pro- 
both chief Supporters to the Houfc of Lancajier, i^*^- bS>*o"/^«- 
phrey^ hord-Protcdor^f znA Henry Beaufort ^ the richf/,,y?erxeferredto 
Bifliop of Winchejiery Great Uncle to the King. ParUament. 

The latter of thefe, by his Magnificence and Gran- 
deur, feemed fo much to, out-lhine the Protecftor him- 
felf, though almoft on the Throne, that be drew on him 
the Odium and Jealoufy of the other. The haughty 
Spirit of the Bifhpp, bejng Legate to the Pope in Eng^ 
land^ was fo great, that the Prote£lor could not endure 
his Pride; and fuch an implacable Enmity grew between 
them, that great Parties were raifed, on both Sides, for 
each other's Defence. In fhort, a Civil War was much ' 
.dreaded would be the Confequence; apd all that their [• 191 }. 
mutual Friends could do was not fufficicnt to pacify the 
Mind of the Protedlor, or to make the Prelate yield any 
further than, as he thought, was becoming his high 
Place and State. In this Situation the Bifhop, how* 
ever, thought proper to write ^a Letter to the Duke of 
Bedford^ Regent of France^ to come over and endeavour 
to heal Matters between them. The Duke came ac-, 
cordingly, and calling a Council of the chief Nobility 
at St. Jlban*Sy many hot Contefts arofe ;, and, nothing 
being concluded at that Time, it was adjourned to'Nor- 
thampton^ but to as little Purpofe, till at laft it was de- 
termined that thefe Differences (hould be referred to • 
Parliament. Accordingly Writs of Summons were if- 
fued out, dated Weftminfter^ Jan. 7, for one to meet at Anno^Re|ni4. 
Leicejier on the 1 8th Day of February following.. Atut(ftfr» 

At which Time and Place being aflembled, in the 
^reat Hall of the Caftle of Leicejier^ much Care had 
been taken to prevent any Tunnults between the great 
Trains of the ProtexSor and the Bifliop, by ftridlly prohi- 
biting 

« A Petition of the Commons was exhibited this Parliament, That aU 
Parfons, Vicars, and others, having Cures, and not refidcnt upon them, 
JS^y forfeit their Benefices ; one Half to the King, and the other Half to 
he Patro n . Anf^er. The King bath commanded the Arebbijbaps of Cant^ 
erbury a md York to frovidt a Remedy, Rot. Pari. 3 Henry VI« 



Digitized by 



Google 



J 



200 ^e Parliamentary Histo^i^ 

KiDtHcvryVLbhing any Pcrfon whatfpever to comcC^thltber with 
Swords or any other warlike Weapon. "V^Thich Order, 
though it was literally obferved, yet the Lord^ and their 
Attendants came ariped with Batts, or ereat Clubs, on. 
their Shoulders; from whence this Meeting got the 
Tlie Parliament Name of the Parliamtnt af Baits; but this alfo, a9 
of Sastt» - foon as it was taken Notice of, was prohibited \ Be- 
ing all, at length, fet in a peaceable Manner, as afore- 
faid, the young King being there alfo prefent, the 
Bifliop of fFincbeflery as Lord-Chancellor of England^ 
declared the Caufe of the Summons, 'in a very ihort 
Manper ; for, after telling them thatihe King's Will 
was, that all Eftates fhould enjoy their Liberties, he 
took his Sub^e£l from thefe Words of Sf;. Pauhy Sic . 
facite utfalvtjitis. 

Thefe the learned Prelate divided into three Parts^ 
and referred them, ' Firfty To Gocl, for protecting the 

* Faith of the Church, againft all Invafions from JL^/- 

* lards and Heretics ; fecondly^ By imparting found 

* Counfel ; and, lajily^ By granting the feveral nced- 
I iga ] * ful Subfidies. By which, he affirmed, three Virtue^ 

* and Conveniences would follow, viz. Glory to Go<J< 

* by protefting his Faith' j Honour to the King, by re-: 
' . ^ ceiving good Advice ; and Peace to the Subjeft, by 

* their liberal Grants. In all which he defired, that 

* every Eftate of this Parliament would labour ; and 
f that the Commons would chule, arid the next Day. 
« prefent, their Speaker/ 

The King's Letters Patei^ were read, whereby he, 

appointed jQhn Duke of Bedford his Commiffioner, to 

prorogue and difTolve this ParFiament at his Pleafure. 

Great Tumults, we fuppofe, arifing again, obftrufled * 

the Bufinefs of this Parliapient ; for it was not till the 

28th Day of February that the Commons prefented., be- 

Sir RjcHAtD fore the King, Sir Richard Vernon^ Knight, to be thcic 

^ VjrRNONchofcn Speaker; who, with the conunop Proteftation, was al- 

^^^^•' lowed. \ 

Then the Comjnqns exprefled their great Diflike tQ 
the Diffentions between Duk^ Humphrey and the Bithog^ 
of Winchejier^' and moved for their Reconcilement. 
On which, the Duke of Bedford^ fome Bifbops, and 

other 

a After this they took Stones and Plummets of Lead^ and hid them ui 
^\x Sleeves a!)d Bofoms, fahian\ Chres^ 
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Other Lords, made a folemii Decree amongft them- Kiqs H«irry S^ 
felves, to bear and determine the faid Difference, with-> - 
out Favour or Affe^ion i and, at the fame Time, to . 

five no £ncourageihent to either of them to break the 
'eace. Which Order, after every one of the Lords 
had fworn to *obferve, they fent a Copy of it to the 
Commons. They then proceeded in the Matter, and» ^ 

at length, caufed the faid Duke and Biihop, by their 
formal Inftruments, to have theiv Difputes comp^- 
mifed, and referred to the Decifion of a fele£l Commit- 
tee of certain BiiHops and Lords ; who, after fome Time, 
parae to this Refolution about them : Fir/iy That the fai4 
Biihop oifVincheftir fhould fubmit himfelf to the King's 
Mercy ; which he did accordingly. And then the Duke 
of Bidford^ in open Parliament, pronounced the faid 
Bifl|op. innocent of what was alledged againft him, in 
^bat he procured a Perfon to murder the late Kin^, when 
he was Prince, as the Murderer himfelf confeiTed, who 
was drowned by the £arl of ArundtU^ And aUb in 
that he ihould counfel and advlfe the faid Prince tp' 
have depofed Henry IV. his Father. Likewife^ it war 
awarded by the faid Committee, That the Biihop ihpuM 
acknowledge his Offence to the Duke oiGlouceJlgry and, 
in a fubmiffive Manner, afk his jPardoti ; that the faid [ i^^ 1 . 
Duke ihould freely forgive him ; and, in Token of a 
thorough Reconciliation, each ihould take the other by 
the Hand ; whiph was accordingly done before^ the whole 
AiTembly. . ^ome Time after the Biihop of Winchejler 
petitioned the Parliament to be difcharged of the great 
^eal, as Chancellor, which, by common Confent, wa$ 
granted. 

^ Thi5 is all the Account which the Abridgcr of the 
Record^ has thought fit tocxtracS):, relating to this ilrong 
Contention between thefe two Noblenoien ; who, tho* 
fo nearly related as Uncle and Nephew, yet they flill 
parried on that implacable Malice againfl: each other, 
jM^ended not but in the Death of one or f^oth of them. ^ 

JHowever, the Record of this Parliamer)t itfelf, and even 
-pur oldef Chronicles, are not fo filent in this Matter j 
they tell us, that when the Affair of the Quarrel was 
brought before the Parliament, and each Party allow- 
ed to plead his Caufe freely, the Protedlor, who looked, 
upon himfelf a$ the Perfon aggrieved, exhibited five Ar- 

ticle$ 
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KmgHeHrfVS, ticles againft the Biihop, to all which he was urged to 
give in his Anfwer. Which Articles, being very ex- 
traordinary, and then thought not unworthy a Parlia* 
ment's Notice^ cannot be beneath the Reader's Pe- 
rufal. 

Articles * ef Accufatlon prefented u the Parliament^ 
by the Duke of Glouccfter, againft Henry Bijhop of 
Winchcfter, with his Anfwer s to them feveraHy. 

Artkki againft I. That Richard TVoodvikj Efq; Keeper of the 
Binry SeattfirttToy/ffcf of London ^ did, by the Inftigation and Encou- 
*J^/^i^^;Vragement of the faid Bifhop of Winchejier^ deny Ad- 
Amwers, jiiittance to him <he faid Duke of Gloucejiery then be- 

ing. Proteftor of the Kingdom, into the Tower, con- 
trary to Reafon and Duty, -and in Derogation to the 
King's Authority. 

To this Article the Bifhop artfwered, * That while 

* the Duke of Gloucejier was gone into Hainault^ it 
< happened that many Pamphlets and Reports being 
^ difperfed up and down the City of London tending to 

* Rebellion, it was ordered by the Lords of his Maje- 

* fty'§ Council, that Richard ff^oodvihy Efq; fhould, 

* with a fuiEcient Number of armed. Men, have the 

* Keeping of the Tower, and ihould not permit any 

* Man to come into the Tower ftronger than himfelf, 

* without the fpecial Commandment of the King, by 

* the Advice of his Council. After this firidi Charge 
^ the Duke of Gloucejier returning out of Hainault^ and 

* not approving the fortifying the. Tower, told the 

Citizens, 

» A Copy of theii: Articles is in HalP^ and H*lnngfiead*s Ckrcnk/e j 
but they are only five in Number. The Anfwer the Bilhop gave to tht 
Subftance of the Lietter is made a feparate Article. The Letter Itfelf, 
which the Bifhop of JVinebefter fent to the Duke of Bedfordj is preferved 
in oor old Chronicles, in i<s original Language, as follows i 

• Ryht Highe and mighty Prince, and my Righte Noble and, after one, 
' Icveft Lorde, I recommend me linto you with all my Harte. And as you 

* defyre the Welfare of ihe King our Sovereign Lorde, and of his Realmes 
^ oiEtiglande and Fraunctf and yoyr awne Health and oursalfo, fohaft you 
f hether, for, by my Trouthe, if you tary we fiiallput thisLande in Ad- 

* venture with a Fclde, fuch a Brother jrou have her. God mfeke hym a 

* good Man, For youre Wifdom knoweth that the Piofite of Fraunce 

* ftandeth in the Wdfare of Englande^ &c. The blcfled Trynity kecpc you. 

* Written in greate Hafle on /ilbalow Even, by your true Sfewaunt to my 

* Life's Ende,' • HENRY WINCHESTER. 
See the Oath of the Lprds^ and the Arbitration^ in HalV^ Qbromch% 

^pi« xxviii. 
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^ Citizens, who were diflatisfied at it. That had heKing Henry Yu 
^ been in England it Jhould not have beenfo ; and imme- 

* diately going to the Tower demanded Admittance^ 
^ but fVoodyiUy not daring to give him Entrance, came' 

* to the Biihop pf Winch^jler iox Advice, who told himt 
^ That th^ Duke of Qloucefter took more upon him than 
? he otight^ and that before he admitted him into the Tower 

* he ought to provide himfelf a fufficient Warrant of the 

* King and Council for his fo doing contrary to the former 
^ Order. 

II. That the Lord Bifliop of Winchefler^ without the 
Advice or Confent of the Lord Duke of Gloucejiery or 
of his Miajefty -s Privy Council, contrived and purpofed 
to lay Hands on. his Majefty's Perfon, and to have 
removed him from Eltham^. the Place that he was then 
in, to Windfory there to put him under the Govern- 
ment of fuch Perfons as he pleafed. 

The Bifliop's Anfwqr.to this Article wa$, • That he 

* never could propound to himfelf any Advantage by 
< removing the King, or taking him into his Cuftody or 
^ Charge, nor did ^ver intend to qieddle with any Thing 

^ about the King's Perfon, without the Advice of the C *9S ] 

* Privy Council, as in Time and Place he could prove. 

III. T**^^ the Lord Plfliop Qi JVinchefter^ knowing 
riiat the Duke of Gloucejler had refolved to prevent hiai. 
Defign of feizing the King's Perfon ^t Eltham^ laid wait 
for him, by placing armed Men gt the End of Londpn" 
Bridge, ^nd in the Windows of the Chambers and Cel- 
lars in SouthwarJty to have killed him^ if he had pafTed 
that Way 5 all which is againfl the King's Peace,, and 
Duty of a true Subjeft. 

The Bifliop's Defence to this heavy Chai-ge was this, 

* That true iqde^d it is that he did provide a certain 
f Number of armed Men, and fet them at the Foot of 
^ London Bridge^ and other PlajcJes, without any "Inten- 
f tion to do any bodily Harm to the Duke of Gloucejler^ 
^ but merely for his own Safety and Defence, being in- 
^ formed by feveral credible Perfons, that the Lord Duke 

* of Gloucefier had purpofed bodily Harm to him, and 
^ gathered together a Company of Citizens for that 
^End. 

IV. That the late King Henry V. told him. That, 
^hen he v/as Prince, a Man was feized in his Chamber, 

who 
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Kiu^HmyVl, who was hid behind the Hangings, and confeiTed, after 
his Apprehenfion, that he was fet at work by the Bi(hop 
of Wtnchejier<^ to kill the Prince in his Bed. He was 
delivered to the Ear! olArundele^ who drowned him in 
a Sack in the Thames. 

To this Accufation the Bi(hop replied, • That he 
^ was ever a true and faithful Subjedl to his Sovereigns, 

* and never purpofed or contrived any Treafon agalnft 

* any of their rerfons, .and cfpecially againft his oovc- 
■* reign Lord King Henry V. And this he thought was 

* fufficiently evident to any, that confidered the great 

* Wifdom and Courage of the faid King, and the great 

* Truft he repofed in him fo long as he rem^j^ned King, 

* which he would not have done had he found him guilty 

* of (uch Unfaithfulnefs to him while he was Prince. 

V. That the Bifliop o{lVincbeJler^ in the Sicknefs of 
King Henry IV. advifed his Son Prince Henry to affume 
f 196 ] the Government of the Nation before his Father's 
Death, as the faid Prince himfelf told him. 

The Bifhop replied, *,That this was nieer Calumny, 

* which could not be proved ; and he hoped the Parlia- 

* mcnt would appoint them Judges, that he might vin- 
^ dicate his Honour, or elfe leave him to fue out his 

* Right before fuitable Judges. 

yi. That the Lord Bifliop of IVinchefier had, in hfi 
Letter to the Duke of Bedford^ plainly declared his ma- 
licious Purpofe of aflembling the People, and ftirring up 
a Rebellion rn the Nation, contrary to the King's Peace. 

The Bifhop's Anfwer to this Accufation was, * That 
^ he never had any Int^ention to difturb the Peace of the 

* Nation, or raife any Rebellion, but fent to the Duke 

* of Bedford to come over in Hafte to fettle all Things 

* that were prejudicial to the Peace ; and though he had 

* indeed written in the Letter, That if he tarried^ tve- 
^ Jhall put the Land in Adventure by a Fields fuch <|. 

* Brother you have here ; he did not mean it of any De- 

* fign of his own, but concerning the feditious Aflem- 
' blies of Mafons, Carpenters, Tilers, and Plaifterers j 

* who, being diftafted by the, late Adl of Parliament 

* againft exceffive Wages of thofe Trades, had given 

* out many feditious Speeches and Menaces againft the 

* Great Men, which tended much to Rebellion ; and 
' yet the Duke of Gkucejier did not ufe his Endeavour, 

' J>5 
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* as he ought to have done in his Place, to (upprefs fuch King Wwy VI. 

* unlawful Aflfemblies, fo that he feared the King and 

* his good Subjefts muft have made a Field to with- 

* ftand them : To prevent which, he chiefly defired the 

* Duke of Bedford to come over/ 

This Charge, and the Anfwers to it, being thus deli- Which are re- 
vered into the Parliament, the further Examination of it ^'"** ^ * ^*^^ 
was, by the Houfes, devolved upon a feleft Number of °°^°""*'' ^ 
Lords, viz. Henry Archbifhop of Canterbury^ Thomas 
Duke of Exeter y John Duke oi Nor folk y Thomas Bifhop 
ofDurhamy Philip Bifhop of ff^orce/iery-- John Bifhop 
pi Bath y Humphrey Earl of St afford ^ Ralph Lord Crom-- 
welly and Matter Alnewykey Keeper of the Privy Seal j - ^ 
who, having thoroughly examined all Matters, acquitted L 97 J 
the Bifhop, and, by a formal Award, enjoined them tp 
be firm Friends for the future ; and by fuch Inducements ^j^ gyj^ ^^ 
wrought upon them, that they fhook Hands, and parted quitted ixf th« 
with all outward Signs of perfeft Love and Agreeipent, Charge, 
which gave a mighty Satisfadtion to all People, both of 
the Clergy and Laity. And the King, by the Advice AReeoncilittioi* 
of his Council, made a magnificent Feaft at Whitfuntidey between him aii< 
to rejoice for this happy Reconciliation. At this Feafl ** ^"J'* **^ 
the Duke of Bedf or dy Regent of France y Knighted King^'**^'-^"** 
Hiwryy who immediately made Richard Plantagenet 
Earl of Cambridgey Duke of Tork j and reftored John 
Lord Mowbray y Earl Marlhal, Son of Thomas Duke of ' i 

Norfolky who was baniflied by Richard IL to the Title 
and Stile of Duke of 2^orf oik i and made above forty . 
others Knights. After this the Parliament fat till the 
iSth of June following ; but did nothing more than raife 
a Supply of Men and Money to carry on the Conqueft, . 
of France y which were gathered out of the great Cities 
and Towns of the Kingdom chiefly. 

The whole Bufmefs of this Seflion of Parliament was 
almoft employed m fettling the DifFerences between 
thefe jtwo Great Men, very little elfe of Moment being 
done at it. What is any wife fignificant is. as follows : ' 

After the Bifhop of Winchejier was difcharged of the 
Chancellorfliip, John^x^op of Bath and Wells yiz,% 
alfo difmifled from being Treafurer of England \ and the 
latter delivered to the Duke of Bedford the King's Great 
Seal of Gold, in a'Leathern Bag, which the Duke took, 

fhewed 
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KifigH^ryVI. fliewed it bpcnly, and afterwards gave the fartie to yot)4 
Kempe^ Bifliop of London^ as Chancellor of England^. 
The Bifliop of Durham^ by Virtue of a Privy Seal to 
him direded, delivered the Laft Will and Tedament of 
Henry V. which was fealed with the Great arid the Privy 
Seals of the Private Signet, to the Lords of the Council, 
who gave the fame to the Safe- keeping of Mafter William 
Alnewyke^ Keeper of the Privy Seal. It was then alfo 
cnafted. That the Lords of the Council fhall have fufl 
[ 198 ] Power to bind the King, his Heirs arid SucceiTors, to 
his Creditors in one Security for 40,000 /. 

It was enafted. That the King's Couixcil fliould have 
Power to end all fuch Bills as are not finifhed by Parlia- 
ment. And, March 20, the Chiancellor of England^ by 
a Commiflion from the King, prorogued this'ParliaQient 
from the fame Pay, unto Monday next after the Feaft 
of St.* George^ at Leicejler aforefaid.. 

But, tho' this Prorogation was only to the latter End 
of Aprily we hear oi no more of their Proceedings, till the 
firflDay oijune^ the Day of their Diffolution ; when, 
by common Aflent, the fame Subfidy on Woolls, ^r. 
ASubfidy. ^jjjj Tonnage and Poundage, was granted for two 
Years, as in the preceding Parliaments. 

But, in the Petitions of the Commons in this Parlia* 
ment, we find that another Stroke was made at the Cler-^ 
Attackuponthegy J which was. That no Man fliould make any Ad- 
Cfcrgy* vowfon, Prefentation, Collation, or Induction, to any 

Foreigner, of any Benefice or other Ecclefiaftical Dig- 
i nity, on Paih of a Pramunire ; and that every Perfoii 
might prefent again for the Non-Refidence of the In- 
cumbent. To the firfl, the King will be advifed ; and 
to the othei*, the Bifliops have promifed to take Order 
. therein. 

It is probable thefe Anfwers of the King to the Peti- 
tions of the Commons, on the foregoing Heads, which 
apiounted in the firft to a Denial of pafEng the Bill, 
proceeded from the ftrong Remonftrances which Mar- 
. P ♦sMe-'^^ ^* ^^^" Pope, had made both to the King and 
nadnglutter toP^'*^^^"^^"^ ^gainft it. The Pope's Letters on this Oc- 
tbe Parliament, cafion are prefcrved by B'lthop Burnet; thfe latter of 
torepcdtheSta-^j^jch to the Parliament, requiring them utterly to re- 
u r VI o"»pg^j jj^g Statute of Provifors, is fo lingular as to defervc 

a- 

c Soon after made Archbifliop of Tork, Le Neve*6 Fafii Ecc, jing. 
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sa* Place in thefe Inquiries, in its own Language, underling ^'•O' VI, 
this Note/*. • The next Inftrument, from the fame Au- r ,qq t 
thority, contains the Subftance of a Speech made by the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury to the Houfe of Commons, to 
move them to a Repeal of that Ad. 

Upon the 28th of February^ this Seffion, the Archbi- The ArchWAop 
fliops of Canterbury and r^^rij the Bifhops of ^««^«»j s^h "^"t?!* 

St. Commons, in ' 
4 Martinus Epijcopus, Serous Serverum Dei, venerabilihus Fratrihut & Favour of the 
dileBis Filiis, Noiilibus viris Parliamenti Regni Angliae, Salutem & jipo* Pope*s Demand* 
fiolicam Benediffionem. 

Multit nuuciis ac frefuentihus exbortationihus, pro debits pafiwalii officii^ 
vol at Regnum veftrum baSfanui admenuimuSf ut pro falute animarum ^veftra" 
rumt & ip^ui Regni Honor e quoddam deteftabile Statu turn contra Divinum ST 
Humanum Jus editu»f quod Jlne interitu falutis aterna nullattnus fervari 
fotefiy aboleretur, Et quoniem id Jine Parliamento tolii non pojje, ex part§ , 
Cbarijfimi in Cbrtfio Fitii nofiri Henrici Regis Angliae illufiri^s, DileBo Fili9 



Magiftro Jnliano Caufarum euria Camera jSpofiolica Auditori, tune Nuncio 
nofirof refponfuM extitit, in quo (quam primum poffu) convocato, quod Jibi 
pojfibiie foret pro nofira Requifoionis executione fe faffmrwn, idem Rex poi^ 



iicitus efiy protefans Juribus ac Prit/ilegiis SanSla Romanae Ecciefia & 
. Sedis ApofioUca in nullo vei/e detrabere aut derogare, Nos volentes fiiita 
erga vos manfuetudine uti, decrevimus ufque ad ipfius Farliameuti tempus 
expe&are, fperantes quod tam Rex juxta fuam Regiam Fromijfionemi quaws 
^ 'vos pro falute animarum wfirarum^ SanEie ac Catbolice fecundum noftram 
Requijitionem concludetis, Itaque cum Parli amentum (utfertur) jam inftet^ 
vos omnes quorum animas ifoftra cuta Dominus nofierJeCus Chriftus commijit, 
bortamur, monemus^ obfecramus, ut unanintes vefirarum animarum falutem, ae 
confcientiarum puritatem pra cateris rebus amantes, pradiSium abominabils 
Statutum (quod qui obfervat vel obfervari faciat falvari non poteft) penitut 
toJ/atur, & de Regno in perpetuum aboleatis* Sluod Ji quis forfitan vobit 
eontrarium perjuadere audeat^ quicunque ilk Jit, Sacularis vel EccUJiafiici 
Status, tanquam bofiem animarum veftrarum & bonorum nullatenus audite ; 
nee eum w'rum Catboiicum reputetis, qui adverfus Romanae EccUJia Au8o^ 
ritatem, Juraque & Privitegia Sedi Apojiolica Divinitus conceffa, aliquid 
macbinari prafumpferit, quious ipfe Rex vefter Illufiris nolle ullatenus dero* 
gare publice proteftatus eft. Nos quidem ipji fumus ab omnipotfnti Deo Jefii 
Chrifto, fuper»vos & Univerfaiem Ecclejiam conflituti, cujus Do9rina ac 
perfuafioni fine uUa Contradi&ione omnimodam fidem vos & quiiibet Chrifti- 
anus habere debetis : Nos tatnen etfi indignos, ovesfuas pa/cere Chriftus ««• 
Juit, ch'uefque aperiendi ac fol<vendi Ceelos tradidit, Et fi quis nos audit, 
yrrvz Chrifti teftimonium Chriftianum audit ^ &fi quis nosfpernit, Chriftum 
fpernere convincitur, Et quoniam de vobis acfingulis Chriftianis in diftriB» 
bei Judtcio rationem reddituri fumus, ideovos pro falute veftra tam fape 
tamque efficaciter admonemus j & ne quifquam fub alicujus damni temporalis ' 
pratextu vos ab bac noftra Catholica Dotirina fubmoveat, ecce nos promptos 
paratofque offerimus, omnibus caufis, propter quas diSum Statutum condiiuvt 
eJI'e pratenditur, falubriter providere, ita ut nee Regno nee cuiquam private 
perfona prajudicium aliquod ex ipfius Statuti abolitione pojpt accidere. Super 
bis omnibus et noftra intentione, plene infifuHo dileBo Filio Magiftro Joanni 
de Ob5zis, in di8o Regno Nuncio & Colleffori nofiro, dabitit Credentia pte» 
nam' fidem, 

Dat. Roma, apud Sanflos Apoftolos, terti6 Die Offobris, Pontiticatus 
Boftri Anno decimo. 
BiJhop'l^Mmtl^fColUBion of Records, Vol. 1* p« 99* 
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Kiag flrwy VK St. David" Sy Efy^ and Norwich ; with the Abbots 6f 
Weftmin^er and Readings went to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, then fitting) according to Cuftonr, in the Refec- 
tory of the Abbey of Wejlminjier : And here the Arch- 
biihop of Canterbury declared the Occafion of his ctf- 
t 200 1 roingVpremifing a Proteftation, thaf neither hi^felf not 
any of his Brethren intended to offer any Thing in Pre* 
judice of the King's Prerogative, or any other Part of 
the*Con{litution. After this preliminary Difcourfe he 
took this Text for the Subjeft of What Y\t defigned to 
fay. Render unto'Ctcfar the Things that are CsefarV, and 
unto God the Things that are GodV. ' From thefe Words 
he took Occafion to ftate the Ecdefiaftical and Civil 
Jurifdiftions, and to point out the Barrier between the 
Church and State, From hence he went on to thd 
Pope's Supremacy; and that the granting Provifions 
was one Branch of this Privilege, he attempted to prove 
from Scripture, Prefcription, and the general Confent of 
Chriftendom. He therefore requefted the Commons to 
cpnfider how much the SatvHtton of their own Souls, 
and the Happinefs of the Kingdom, was concerned in 
giving the Pope Satisfaction ; putting them in Mind of 
the Danger of an Intcrdift, unlefs the Statute of Prii^- 
iw««/r^ was repealed: And after he had -preffed the Mat- 
ter home, and dlfcovered a great deal of Heartinefe and 
Zeal in the Affair, even with Tears in his Eyes, h)c 
To whicK the withdfew with the reft of his Brethren. The Com- 
Commbns pay Hions debated the Matter, but were not fatisfied, it 
BoRcs^rd. fee/ns, with the Archbifliop's Arguments, for they came 
to no Refolution either for repealing or explaining the 
A£l above- mentionecl; but, on the contrary, refolved to 
petition the King as aforefaid ®. 

The War with France fllll continued to be carried on 
with great Vigour on both Sides ; but the French King 
and his Party had the word of it by far, till the unfor- 
tunate Siege of Orleans was undertaken ; which being 
raifed by that wonderful Heroine, 'Joan la PuceUe^ the 
Englijh Intereft in. that Kingdom, from that Time for- 
ward, began to decay. A frelh Supply being much want- 
AnnoRffgniS. ed for the War, Writs of Summons were ordered out 
At wifiminBer, ^"^^ Calling a Parliament to meet at W^JlmirJler on the 

finding 

t Burnet, ut fupra^ 
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S^indifie of St. Afuhail^ or O^* 13, in the Year 1428; King H$my VI* 
when, being all aflembled before the King in the Painted 
Chamber of the jPalace» John Kempe^ Archbifhop of 
tork^ then Chancellor, opened the Caufe of the Sum* 
mons, taking for his Text thefe Words out of Macea*^ r ^oi 1 
hetiy Sine Providentia Kigali impcjfibi^ eji Pactm Rebus 
dare ; from which he deduced two Heads of Difcourfe* 
* The firft was the Duty of the Prince towards his 

* Subjeds ; and the other the Duty of the Subj«£b to 
^ their Prince. The firft of thefe he agaiti fubdivided 
^ into three other Points belonging to it i that the Sub^ 
*je£is ihould be defended from any foreign Invaiioni 
< that Juftice ihould be indifferently adminiftred ; and 
^ that Peace (houfld be kept within the Realm. Three 
'Things, he faid, alfo belonged to the Subjects ; iirft^ 

* that they Ihould grant large Supplies for their better 

* Defence in Time of War 5 in Pcace^ that they would 
^ readily obey their Magiftrates, and meekly to fubmit 
^ themfelves to the known Laws of the Land. All 
^ which the better to accomplifh, the Kinghad called 
^ this Parliament, and confirmed all their Liberties : 

* And, that Bufinefs might be fooner begun and ended, 
^ he defu-ed the Commons to make Choice of a Speaker 
' and prefent him the next Day before the King/ Ac<- 

cordingly the Commons cHofc John Tyrrel^ Efq; whofe Jo»>* Tymtt^ 
Excufe not being allowed, with the ufual Protcftation, g ^»jj^^** 
he was admitted. P«a '* . 

This Parliament fat, fcom the Date aforefaid, to the 
8th of December \ but no Account of any Bufinefs done 
at it is given us. By reafon of Cbrijimas Holidays, it 
was then prorogued, by the Lord-Protedor, to the ^in^ 
dene of St. Hilary^ or the 28th of January following. 

The firft T-hing we find then mentioned, is the An extrtordi- ' 
Grant of a Subfidy, (tho* no doubt it had been fettled J^g'jjj*;^^* 
in the firft SeiBon) which was 3 J. a Ton for all Wine ^ ^* 
imported, and 12 ^. in the Pound for all Merchandize : 
WooU, Wooll-fclls, and all Manner of Woollen Cloth 
exported^ to pay nothing. Befides this, there was an 
uncommon Sort of a Tax granted by this Parliament in 
the Nature of . a Poll-Tax; That all Inhabitants, 
Houfcholdcrs, witiiin every Parifli of the Realm, Cities . 
and Burghs excepted, fo that there be ten Perfons keep- 
ing Houfe in fucb Parifli^ ihall pay to the King 6x. 8i. 
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Xing Hfwy VI. of thehr Goods and Moveables. And ^ver, that cveff , 
Hottfeholder inhiMting in each Parifli, where' there are 
ten of them, and whofe Churches extend tp the Value 
of ten Marks, ihall pa7 to the King i-^s. i^i. Alfo, 
That every Inhabitant HoufehoWer within the Cities 
and Borough Towns of this Kingdom, the Value of 
whofe Parilh Church amounts to the Sum of 20 x. per 
Jhrnum^ ihall pay to the King 25. and fo above to the 
higheft Value of the faid Churches ; faving to thofe 
Cities and Boroughs their Franchifes and Liberties. 
Atfo every Perfon, being in Poflfeflion of Freehold Lands 
to the Value of a whole Knight's Fee, ihall pay 6 x. 8 ^. 
and after that Rate to the fourth Part of a Knight*s Fee, 
to be paid at the Times afeertained. TrafHng always 
that the Lords Spiritual will tax themfelves a whole 
Difme, for the Defence of the King and Realm afore- 
faid. No Member of Parliament to be either a Com- 
jniffioneror Colledlor of this Tax. 

f «oz 1 Several ufeful Statutes were paAed this Parliament ; 

^ ■' firfty That, by reafon of the quick Return of Capiat" s 
f ttblic Afti. in tjie Kings Bench, Exigents were granted and awarded^ 
whereby divers Peifons being, by bafe and fraudulent 
Pradtces, outlawed, their Goods and Chattels were im- 
mediately feieed as forfeited to the King ; and fo divers 
of his Majefty*s good and faithful Subje6is were utterly 
undone, as by Complaint of the Commons in Parliament 
doth appear : Therefore, before any Exigents fliall be 
granted for the future, every Capias (hall be direfted 
to the Sheriffs, at leafl Six Weelcs ; and if, upon the 
Return, the Judges (hall think fit to grant an Exigent^ 
they may proceed as formerly ; but that if any be granted 
before the Return of the Writ, they fliall be void. 

Secondly^ That Sheriffs fliall be obliged, under the Pe* 
nalty of Forty Pounds, to deliver to all Plaintiffs, Tenants, 
or Defendants, a true Copy of their Pannels fix Days 
before the Affizes, when they ihall be fo rcquir'd 'by the 
faid Plaintiffs or Defendants. 

Thirdly^ Whereas Sheriffs, by corrupt Juries, have 
been wrongfully indi£led to the Juftices of AfEze, for 
making falfe Returns of the Knights chofen in their 
feveral Shires to ferve in Parliament, by which Means 
the Sheriffs were liable to pay 100/. Forfeiture, and the 
Knights. loft their accuftom'd Wages in Parliament^ 

without 
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VffUhoMt Remedy ; therefore it was cnidted, That the King »«3p Vlt 
Sheriffs and Knights, agaiuft whom any Inquefb or Of«> 
fices of undue £ie£lion are founds fhall, for thje future^ 
have their Anfwer and Travcrfe to fuch Inquefts and 
Offices, and (hall not be endamaged till duly convidted^ 

Fourtbfyy It was ordained alfo by this Parliament^ 
That feveritl Commiffions of Sewers ihould be iflbed out 
by the Chancellor of England, into diiFereht. Parts of the 
Kingdom, to cleanfe and, repair all Walls, Ditches, 
Gutters, Bridges, Wears i^c. to prevent the great In- 
Imdations of the Sea and Rivers, which had then hap-^ 
pened in divers Parts of the Nation. And. a Form of si 
Commiffion was compofed on purpofe that it might be 
the more efFedual ; and an Order is annex'd to it. That r ^ot fj 
for ten Years next enfuing they ihould be fo ftriftly . 
executed, that all Water-Courfes Ihould be deans'd, 
and the' Nation fecur'd againft frequent Inundations* 

Some Matters of lefs public Concern next occurs ; 
as that It was ordained, by the King and the other 
Eftates of the Realm, that no Man (hould contrad or 
marry himfelf to any Queen x>V England^ without a 
Special Licence firft obtained from the King, on the 
Forfeitoreof all his Lands and Goods to the Crown. It 
is remark'd/by the Abridger, That the Bifbops and the 
inferior Clergy agreed to this Bill, fo far as not to con* 
tradi£( the Laws of God and the Church, and fo as no 
deadly Sin fliouid be occafton'd by it. But this A£t is 
ndt o^ the Roil; though it is probable it was then 
made on Occaiion of the humble Marriage of Queen Thfe Qacen 
Katherine; who, about this Time, had thought fit to take Dowager mmici 
to her Bed Owen Tudor ^ a PFeifh Gentleman of no great ^«'^«^»^«''- 
Fortune, but faid to be defcended from their Cadwallader, 
the firft of the Rriufl) Princes, and a long Race of his 
Defcendants ^ - 

Although the Brtfach between Duke Humphrey and 
the Btfiiop oiWincheJier had been in fome Meafure 
clofed by a formal Concord and -Agreement, made pub- The Biftop of 
iickly in the laft Parliament, yet it was too wide, gX^'^^^f'^ ^^^ 
firft, ever to admit of a thorough Re- Union. The Pre- * ^^'^'"^^ 
late, by his Intereftor his Money, had found Means to 
obtain a Cardinal's Hat from Rome \ and, by this Ele- 
vation in the Church, thought himfelf £aore than equal, 
. O 2 in 
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Kiog Ifwrjr VI. jn Dignity, tot\it?xoit8toxoi England. > The latter'f 
. Jealoufy, in being eclipfed, we may fuppofe, occaiion* 
cd a Motion being nude, in this rarliament, to b€>th 
Houfes, by himfelf, for explaining the Title and Power 
of a ProteAor, or Defender of the Realm ; affirming* 
that he would not ftt in the Houfe till he underftood 
what it was, fince, as he faid, People fpoke differently 
of it. 

This Affair was taken into Confideration.by the 
King's Council and the Lords of Parliament ; and, after 
due Deliberation, this Anfwer was returned to the Duke 
by them : ^*That they did not think' he had any great 
« Right to be Protestor; yet, to fatisfy his Defirc, they 
} * * were content he fliould be fo, and have fuch Power as 
f was allowed him by Parliament in the iirft of this 
[ 204 ] * Reign. But, that the NanfVe of the Protedlor and De^ 

* fin Jer impoited only 2. perfonal Duty of Attendance, 
•in the a£lual Defence of the Realm againft foreign 

• ProtfcSwof * * Enemies and inward Rebels ; and not any particular 
jTitr/tfffi/amgned^ Authority, fuch as properly belongs to Tutors, Lieu- 
bj Parliament, < tenants, Governors, or Regents^ for if they had deiign- 

* ed otherwife they then would have exprefled it at the 

* Time aforefaid. Thus it was allowed that, in Coun* 
f cil, as principal Counfellor, he had Preheminence ; 

* but, in Parliament, he haci no Claim to any higher 

< Place than as Duke of Gloucifter ; fo they defired him 

< to be content with his Place in Parliament and with 

* the other Power affigned him, for they {hould agree 

* to no other Determination.* This Order, or Award, 
was fubfcribed by all the Btfliops, Lords, and othepsof 
the King's Council there prefent. Laftly, it was en- < 
aded, by Confent of Parliament, That the Lords of the 
King's Council fhould have full Power to determine all 
Petitions iiot yet ended, with the Advice of the Judges. 
And, accordingly, feveral Bills attd Petitions were an- 
fwered and indoifed, by. certain Lords, named in the 
Record^ who met in the Star-Chamber for that Pur- 
pofe. 

y. Stotvi tells us of an odd Affair that, he fays, hap* 

pened this Parliament, which was this ; 

A Female Re- * One Miftrefs Stokts^ with divers other ftout Wo- 

snonArance to c i^^^j^ Qf London^ of good Account and well apparelled, 

^aTnftSicDuke * ^^^^ openly to the Upper Houfe of Parliament, and 
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•delivered Letters to the Duke of Ghmefter^ to the '^'Of ^'•'y VI. 

* Archbtihops, and other Lords there prefent^ contain- 

* ing Matters of Rebuke and iharp Reprehenfion to the 
^ faid Duke of Glouajier^ becaufe he would not deliver 

* his Wife Jaquetine out of her grievous Imprifonment, 

* being then detained Prifoner by the Duke of Burgun* 

* dy^ and fufFering her there to remain, unkindly, whilft ^ 

* he kept another Adulterefs, contrary to the> Law of 

* God, and the honourable Eftate of Matrimony <^.' 

What good Succefs this virtuous^Remonftrance^ from 
the Ladies, had, our Author is filent; we may very well 
filppofe their Arms were too feeble to hurt fp great a ^ , 

Man as the Lord-Protedlor. I *®5 J 

But, to verify what this old Hiftorian has given us, 
we find, in the Proceedings of this Parliament, a Petition 
from the Commons to the fame Purpofe : And that it 
might have the greater Weight with it, it istacked as 
a Novelty to the Grant of a Subfidy, and the other Tax 
annexed. We fhall make no Scruple therefore to give it 
the Reader in its own Words, and alfo without "any other 
Comment, 

AL so forfeene that my Lady y Gloucefter livitb in > 

"^^ fi g^^e Dolour and Hevynefi^ and hath Jo lament' 
ably writen to our Soverain Lordy and to all the EJiatis of 
this noble Roiaume to be pourveydi fore be way of Trelee^ 
QT in otherwife^ be the hie Wifdome of our Soverain Lord^ 
and the habundant Difcretion of the Lords of his Coun- 
feillj that her Perfone and the Alliance betwene this noble 
Roiaume and hir Landes^ had and continued^ be put in 
Salvetee and Sicker nejfe^ in Jingular Comforte of the faid 
Commens^ and of all that they been comyn for. 

This Parliament fat this Time from January 28 to 
the 25th o^ March following, wliiclt was in the Year 
1^29, the Day the aforegoing Tax and Subfidy were 
granted. For.it was aly/ays the Cuftom in all foregoing 
Parliaments as well as this, never to give any Money 
till all their Petiti6ns and Grievances were anfwered 
and redreffed. Though it is as cuftomary alfo to' find 
thefe Grants entered the firft on the* Rolls of any Bufi- 
Hefs done in each Parliament. 

O3 , ThU 

f ^tfyft'i Ctrcftifle, p. 369, 
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King ir#ii7 VI. This very Year, 1439, being the 8th of this King, 
Anno Reeni 8 ^^^*®"^ Parliament wa$ fumnioncd to meet at Wejimin" 
'^i4«9 \fi^ on the Day after the Fcaft of St. Mattbavy or Sep- 
tL^wa^' ^ . ^tmher 22 ; and being all affembled, the Kina himfelf 
iixtrefimnp^. ^^^^^ .^ ^j^^ ^^^^^ of State, in the Painted Chamber, 

John Kimpe^ Arcbbifliop of Tork^ Lord-Chancellor, 
opened the Caufe of this Summons, under tbefe Words 
of St. Luke^ ^omeda fiahit Regaum^ &c^ 

From which Text he argued, ' That, in the Realm 

* of England^ three Caufes wejre to be noted, which hin- 
^ dered its Advancement. Firji^ Want of Faith, which 

* is the Root of all good Works, Eo quod Jine Fide im- 

* pojjibile eft placere Deo ; Secondly ^ Want of Fear, 
f which was the chief in every good Mind, Ngm qui timet 

* nihily negligit ; and, Laftlyy The Want of Mpright Ju- 

* fticc ; the Pillar of every Kingdom, for. Ex Juftitia 
^ fequitur Paxy ei ex Pace Rerum Abundantia maxima 

* precreatur^ ^ 

* Inftead of thcfc three Virtues, three abominable 

* Vices, he faid, were fprung up ; namely. Infidelity, 

* by Errors and Herefies ; Obftinacy, inftead of Fear j 

* and Oppreilion, in the Place of Juftice. Through In- 

* fidelity, he told them, th^t the late Troubles in Ger- 
^ manyy and the Oeftru£lion of the Kingdom of Bohemia 
f had happened. Fear, be again divided in two Parts, th^ 
^ one fpiritual and virtuous, as fearing God, and Man for 

* God ; the other, carnal and vicious, from whence 
^ fprung Murmurs and Rebellion, which wopld procure 

* fuch Deftruftion as happened to Dathan and Abiram. 
^ From Oppreffion enfued the transferring of King- 

* doms, according to the Wife Man, Regnum 9 Gentt 

* in G^ntem transferetur propter Injuftitias ^ InjuriaSm 

* But that if true Faith, ddeFear, and ftrift Juftice w'as 
^ reftored, there was then no Ooubt but this would be 

* a flourifhing K-iiigdbm. He concluded. That as tb^ 

* Prince was bound to defend the Subjects, and to keep 

* Peace, fo ought the Subjects' to grant largely to the 

* Prince out of their Goo^s, that he mi^ht be enabled 
[ zzff ] * to perform the fame, to which End the fa'id Parliament 

** was called. He then diredled the Commons to chufc 

* their Speaker, and prefent him as ufual.' 

The next Day jthe Commons came again before thg 
King and Lords j when certain of their Members - in- 
formed 
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(ormed the Houfe that they bad dK>&n one TViiliam At- K^ft fi^»ar VI. . 

lyngton^ £fq; to be their Speaker, but defired a Refpite 

of two Days before they prefented him ; which being 

granted, the faid William Allyngton^ on the fourth I^y ^'jJcton Ef' 

of the SeiEon, made the ufual Froteftation, and vas chofen^pcakerV 

allowed. , 

Diiring the Sitting of this Parliament, the King ha- 
ving now entered into the 9th Year of his Age, and 
Ihewing a toward Pregnancy of Wit and Parts, it wa$ 
thought proper to admit him, as it were, into his Regal ^he Kim 
Dignity, by a Coronation. Accordingly on the 6tb ofcrown'd.andthy 
Novemiter^ being the Feaft of St. Leonftrd^ the Ceremony f'^^**'^^ 
was performed at Wejlminfter^ with great Sqlemnity, * ^^' 
And, very foon after, a Motion was made in the Houfii 
of Lords, ' That* fince the King had taken upon him 

* the Proteftion and Defence of the Realm by his Coro- 

* nation, the Name and Power of ProteSor and Defeat 

* der, granted to the Dukes of Bedfard and Gloucefler^ 

* from the Day of the faid Coronation, ibouM otterljf 

* ceafe : And that they the (aid Dukes fliould have the 

* Name of prihcipal Counfi^llprs only ; any Order to 

* the contrary notwithftanding.* Which Motion, after 
fome Debate,- was agreed to by the whole Houfe ; and 
the Duke of Bedford Aznding up, in full Parliament, did 
relinquifh the faid Titles, as to his own Perfon, fo al- 
ways, that the faid Releafe (hould no way hurt his Title 
as Duke of Bedford ^. 

It was not tilt the twelfth Day of December that a [ jo7 ] 
Supply was granted by this Parliament,, 'of one whole 
Tenth and one Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity. 
Tho' afterwards, on the Twentieth of the fame Month, ^ ^"'S* Sub^la^ 
the Commons, at the fpecial Inftance and Defircf of the 
Bifbop oi fVincheJler^ juft then mad^ a Cardinal, grant- 
ed another Tenth and a Fifteenth, to be levied as above» 
but not to be paid till Chrijlmas come Twelvcjmonth. 

They 

b The Memorial of this whole Proceeding in Paxliament is in ^ip 
Vublic /iiix ; in which is.this remarkafile Claufe. 

Fro eo etiam quod, Avifamento ^iligenti & Dtiiberathne matura habitit 
iriter DomiMs SfirituaUs ©* TrmJ>9raJes, in prafenti Farliamento txiftenieip 
utrum d.£}um Nomen Prote«f^oris & Defcnforis, ex Caufa pr^dt^a, cejfare 
4theretj vecttf ? Auditifque & intelleifis nonnuUis notabilibui Rationibus <Sf 
AUegationihus in bac Parte faBii^ tandem iiidebatur prarfatis Dominis Spi* 
rituaiibui ^ Temporalibus. quod diHurn NdmenProtehoris & Defenfotis^ 4 
tempore droaatilnis pradiila, ex Caufis pradi&isy fpeciaUter ajj'an: 4^^ 
keret, 

f^lqmine txfmB, &p, Ffed, Afi^. Tom. ?C. p# 43$, 
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Kini Henry VI, Thcy alfo gave the King a Grant of Tonnage and 
Poundage, to continue till the next Parliament. This 
liberal Donation, at the Prelate's Requeft, fhews, that 
the new-made Cardinal was in high Efteem with them, 
fit that Time ; and his Title has gained a Place in the 
Records themfelves, as follows : 

RruerendiJJimus in.Chrifto Pater Dominus Henricus, 
PermiJJione divina^ Titulo SanSfi Euftbii PreJbyUri Car- 
dinalis de Anglia vulgariter nuncupatus* 

On the fame Day the Chancellor, by the King's 

.Command, and the Confent of the Bifhops and Lords^ 

prorogued the Parliament unto Monday next after the 

f eaft of St. Hilary next enfuing, on Account of the 

Holidays. • 

Being'again aflcmbled, the firft Thing they did was 
to take under Cohfideration the prefent high Eftate of 
die Cardinal Bifhop of Winchejfir ; tht firft of the 
Englijb Nation who came to that Dignity, as the Re- 
cord teftifies ^ : And b^caufe that Dignity exempted 
him from being of the King's Council, but at his own 
f^leafure, therefore the reft of the Biftiops and Lords 
confented to join in an jiumble Requeft to the faid Car- 
dinal, that he Would vouchfafe to be made one of the 
Counc.il ; under a Proteftation that the faid Cardinal 
ihould abfent himfelf in all Affairs and Counfels of the 
King, whenever the Pope or See of Rome was concerned 
in them. Which Requeft, fo made, the Cardinal con- 
defcended to grant under the faid Condition. 
Th^Cardiujilin This High Prieft was at that Time in fiich Eftima- 
giiiat Efteem tlon alfo With the Commons, in Parliament, that they 
»om!^^**"** unanimoufly joined in a Petition to the King, praying 
him, that, in Confideration of the great and notable 
Services he had done the Crown, both under the prefent 
King and his Father, that be would grant him a full 
Pardon for whatever he had a6ted contrary to the Laws ; 
[ aoS ] particularly in regard to thef. Statute of Pr<^/w««/r^. This 
Petition was granted ; and, confequently^ the Cardinal 
was ikreened from all Profecutions. Two A6ts were * 
alfo pafTed in the Cardinal's Favour, at this Time, re- 
lating 

f Memorandum, ^od tr^infaSfisTemporibus in Begno Anglic vifum nan 
fucrtt, ^t fperatur, quod aliqui Angiice* Nationh ed Stafum et Dignitatem 
Cardina/is, ffr St4m ^fofolic^m Jublimiti, &c, ^p(. Pafl. 8 ^fp, V|» 
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latingtofomc Loans of Money he had lent the King onKinj Hmry vu 
his jfewels ; which will be mentioned in the Sequel ^ 

Authority was given to the King's Council to n)ake 
Securities to fev^ral Creditors of the Crown, for the 
Sum of 50,000 /. It was alfo ordained, That the Trea- 
furer and ViSualler of the important Town of Calais 
Ihall receive a certain Quantity of Mercantile or Staple 
•Ware, and other Revenues, within the faid Town, for 
the Payment of the Garrifon there, and the ncceflary 
Reparations. 

The valiant Lord Talbot being then a Prifoner in [ aroj "J • 
France^ the King, by common Confent, agreed to releafe 
Sir William Barbazam^ Knt. a French Prifoner, as Part 
of his Ranfom, provided the faid Sir William was not 
impeached for the Death of the Duke of Burgundy. It 
is remarkable that this Lord Talbot had ferved the late 
King in his Wars two Years, without any Wages, At 
the feme Time it was agreed by Parliament, That the 

Duke 

t This Petition, with the two A€t9, are printed at Urge in Rymer | 
inA the former, being fomewhat extraordinary, deferves a Place lo thii 
Hiftory in its original La!igu2ge« * * • 

Itein, Priaunt iet Comunes que fUaje « nfous trejgracicus Setzneur, ■■ 
-- Confiderant lex trefgraunds & notable ~Services & l^aturejfei^fitien a vouXp 
ftmf a vefite trefuohle Pere, qui Dieu ajfoile, avaunt ces Heures, faitex par 
h trefverent Pere en. Dieu, Henry Beaufort, Prcftrc Cardinale, fouth la 
Title de Saint Eufebe, & 3vefque de Wyncheftre, d^ordiner & gratntiefp 
far Ajfent dee Seigneurs Efpirituelx & Temporehc, en cefi vejire prefent Par* 
lement eftean» par AuSorittde mefnu le Parlement, que le dit Henry Car^ 
dinal, par queconque Noun piefme le Henry fiii nome, ne nul aultrtt ferra 
tnye, purfue, vexe, emplede, ou grave, par vous, ou vos Beires, ea Suceef» 
Jpun, Royes ^"Engleterre, ne par ajcud aultre Perfony a Caufe d*afcun Pra^ 
v{fion, •u d*afcun Offenfe, ou Mifprijion, fait par le dit Henry en countrt 
afcun Bfiatute des Provifours^ ou par Caufe d^ajeun Exemption, Refeeit, Ac" 
ceptatioH, Admijjion^ ou Esfecution d^ajcun^ Bullet PapalUi, a luf en afcun 
Maniere faitx, merque le dit Henry Cardinal, & chefcun aultre, de toutex 
tiejx Matter d* AiliQnSf Purfuites\ Empecbementt, et Fexations, et de toutt 
Cbofes queux ferroiept en Qffenff de vo* Leyes en celle Partie, a Caufe fuifdit, 
et de toutx aultres Aiiiom et Purfuttes, dount PuniJIement, femblable al Pu» 
niffement contenutai enTEfiatutsf deProvifours,viendroitoufurdrpit,foient, et ' 
cbefeun de eux foit, par mtfrne I* AuEloriiuy en vers voust vos Heires et Sue» 
ceffburs, ent quitex ^ difcbargex tout fiutrement, et que toutx tielx ASiont 
& Purfuites, invert le dit Henry Cardinal, et chefcun aultre, a Caufes fur^ 
jiites, foit extientes, et pleinement paritex, voidex, c^Jfex et irrites. 

Et que vous, vos Heires et Succeff'ours, foiex et foient, de tout Manere en^ 
terreje, et de toutx Matters d^AHions et Purfuites, aver ou purfuer par celk 
J^nchefon, envtrs le dit Henry Cardinal et cbefeun aultre, forchje et exclufe, 
pur toutx Jours, par V AuEloriti fufdit ^ afcun EJiatutes et Ordinances^ 
faitx a tontraire, nient objiantx* 

Refponjio Regis, Ftat prout petitur, quantum ad praediflum Cardirralem^ 
et omnes alios qui Occafione t'jufdem Cardinalisimpeti poterunt vej iqapls|» 
fitiri. f<ed. A»^» Ton*. X. p. ^i§« 
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King Henry VL Dukc of Orleans^ Coufin to the King, who had been 9 
Prifoner in England ever fince the Battle of Jgincourt^ 
« . and was then in the Cufto^y of Sir Thomas Cumberworth^ 

Knt. {hould be detiver'd to Sir John Cornwall Knt- by 
him to be fafe kept ; and that the Duke .of Bourbon^ 
taken' at the fame Battle, fliould be committed to- the 
Cuftody of Sir Thomas Cumberworth, 

This Parliament fat to the 23d of Fe,bruary^ on which 
Day, as if they could not be tired with granting Money, 
iftftothcrSubfidy.(|jey g^ye the King the fame Subfidy on Woolls as wag 
eranted in former Parliaments, for two Years. AncJ at 
tne fame Time they confented to fhorten the Payment 
of the laft Tenth and Fifteenth, to relieve the preiTing 
Neceffities of the State. 
Articles for the Before they were diflblved they alfo agreed upon cer- 
Jlegulatiofi of tain Articles, eighteen in Number, for the better Rcgu- 
^ ^^'' lation of the King's Council. All which faid Arriclea 
^***^ *verx one ofc the Lords of llie Council, whofe Names, 

are there fpccified, promifed faithfully to perforin. The 
Abridger of the Records has made but two Obferva- 
tions on thefe Articles ; the on'e, That the D^kcs of Bed- 
ford and Gloucefter were accounted no higher in Coun- 
cil than as two o( the fame Body \ the other is. That all 
fuch Officers, Civil or Military, who have ferved the 
Kinff and his Father faithfully, fliould be firft preferred 
to places and Benefices in the King's Gift. A goodly 
Precedent, fays Prynm^ to encourage Officers to fervc 
painfully and faithfully, when their Hoping is not turn- 
ed to Haltering. 

There were many A£ls made in this Parliament, 

which the Reader may, if he pleafes, confult all together 

in the Statutes at large : But an Account of two or 

[ 210 ] three of them cannot well be omitted in thefe Inquiries. 

Thp firfl was, ' That the Biihops and the inferior 

* Clergy coming to attend their Service in Parliament, 
frfviir!f-'°^*° ' fhaU have the fame Privilege, in regard of the Pro- 

* ' teftton of their Servants, as the Peers of the Realm, 
' That every Cityi Borough, and Town in the King- 

* dom, ihall have at their own Charge ^ common Ba*- 

* lance and Weights, fealed according to the Standard of 
-^r',!*^ "^^^slits < tjie Exchequer, in the Keeping of the Mayor, or Con- 
^r^oMcafuxes. c ft^ble. At which Balance all the Inhabitants of the 

^ fai^e City or Town \vere to \veigh, vv^iihont paying 



Digitized by 



Google 



^f 



ENGLAND. 



ei9 

^ any Thing; but Stranger^ were to pay » fmall Pre- Kwg feny V|« 

f mium there fpecified. 

It was alfo ena(9ted, * That whereas Knights of th« 
^ Shire had of late been chofen by outragious and ex-^' 
« ceffive Numbers pf People, and of fmalLSubftancc i Votcs for 
^ for the future, the faid Knights (hall be eleded in Knights of 
^ every County, by People dwelling and reSdent in tbe^*^'"J*"***^** 
« faid Counties, whereof every one fliall have, in Lands J/^Xr?**^^*^ 

* or Tenements, to the Value of 40 j. by the Year, at 
^ the leaft, above all Charges ; and ' that they which 
^ fliall be {0 chofen fluall be dwelling and refident within 
^ the faid Counties. 

In the ParUanient, joih Henryt VI. Anno 143^, it 
was declared, ^ That the faid 40 x. per Annum mud b^ 

* Freehold.* This Statute is in For^e at this Day; 
but the Difference in the Value of Money, then an4 
now, lyill be beft afcertained by the Price of Provifion$ 
near this Period. Amongft the Petitions there are alfp 
fome^ with their Anfwers, which deferve our Notice, 

Pet. ^ That the Statutes, made on all Appeals for Petitions an^ 

* Things dqne out of the Realm, fli^Il be tried before? ^'*^*<»- 

* the Conftable and JVlarfhal of England y and that all 
f done within the Realm, be tried by the Laws of the 
.• Nation. 

Anf. The Statutes made for that PurpofeJhaU hiepu 

Pet. * That Sheriffs, and fuch other Officers, be not 
f ia;ipeacHed by Procefs out of the Exchequer, for Things 
f not leviable. 

Anf. "The Kirig^s Council Jballhav^ Power to dftemine [ 211 1 
this Matter. ^ 

Pet. * That, all Burgeffes , of Parliament may hhvq 

* their Writs to the SheriflFof the fame Shire, tp levy 

* their Fees and Wages. 

Anf. The King will be advifed* 

Pet. ^ That all fuch Soldiers as pafs thro' the Realm 
f may pay for their Vi(5uals and Lodging. 

Anf. The King will be advifed. 

Pet. * That all Lands whatfoever do contribute to 
' the P^yroent of Knights' Fees coming to Parliament^ 

* excepting the Lands of Biibops, Peers, and Towns who 

* fend Burgefles. • ■ - 

^nf. The fanie as hfqrf. 

Corn- 
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Kiog Himj VI. Complaint being made to the Houfe of Commons^' 
that one IFiUiam Lake^ Servant to William Mildred^ one 
of the BurgeiTes for London^ was committed to t)ie Flest 

p"u!2^*'^ on an Execution of Debt, he was immediately difcharg'd 
'•by the Privilege of the Houfe, and Authority given to 
the Chancellor to appoint certain Perfons, by Commif- 
fion, to apprehend him after the End of the Parliament, 
The Abridger remarks. That no fuch Man, as is here 
mentioned, can be arretted in the Time of Parliament^ 
but for Treafon, Felony, or Breach of the Peace. 

This Parliament being diflblved Fibruary 23, fomc 
Petitions, which were not anfwered, were left, as was 
ufual in thofe Days, to the Determination of the King's 
Council, 

, Immediately after the Diflblution of this Parliament, 
the young King Henry fct out for France^ attended with 
a great Train of the Englijh Nobility and Gentry ; and 
arriving foon after at the City of Roan^ in Normandy^ 
he made his Abode there all the Summer; and, in ^0- 
vemher^ in the Year 1430, the eighth of his ,Reign, he 

j^ofTJlTcl was, with the greatcft Solemnity, crowned King of 
Franc$ at Pariu 

Whilft the young Monarch and his Council were 
cxercifing the Regal Power abroad, the Duke of GUu^ 
eefter^ who had been left Regent in his Abfence, know- 
ing the preffing Occafion they had for Men and Money, 
[212] in order to carry on the Fnnch War, was obliged to call 
* a Parliament at home for that Purpofe. Writs were fcnt 
out, dated November 7, and returnal>le at Wejiminjler 
thp 1 2th oi January following. 
Anw> Regni 9. Being all met in the Painted Chamber, Humphrey 
1431. Duke of Gloucefler^ called now Guardian or Keeper of 
At fP^ffiminfier, E^g^^^f^^y. being feated in the Chair of State, the Com- 
mons beine alfo prefent, commanded IPllliam Linwpod^ 
Doftor of Laws, to open the Caufe of the Summons, 
(John Kempe^ Archbifhop of Tork and Chancellor, being 
abfent by Sicknefs) who took for his Theme, Firma^ 
bitur Solium Regni ejus. 

On this he endeavoured to demondrate, ' That the 

* King and Kingfk>m ought to be eftablifhed by a three- 

♦ Jbl^ Virtue, The Jirji^ by Unity j the next^ Peace ; 
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* and the jhirdy by Jufticc. Unity he fubdivided into King Hfligr VX, 

* other three Parts, viz. ColUSfivamy as in gathering 

* Goods together i the other, Conjiitutivam^ as in com* 

* paring the feveral Members of a Man's Body ; the 

* third, Confentaneam^ as in Union of each Body My- 

* ftlcal or Politic. Peace was alfo threefold ; Peace 

* Monaftical, which every Man hath over himfelf ; 

* CEconomical, as relating to the Government over his 

* Houfliould ; and Political, whereby the good Eftgtc 

* of the King is beft fecured. And, laftly^ Juftice had 

* its three Parts i the firfl^ tvtxj Subie£l's due Obedi-s 

* ence to the Magiftrates ; the fecond^ by advifing his 

^ Neighbours and rlquals ; and the laji^ in relieving the ^ 

* Poor. He concluded with obferving, That the afore- 

* falA Union was much broken within the Kingdom by 

* Whifperers and Mifdoers ; from which an utter Sub- 

* verfion was like to enfue* That it was the King's 

* full Defire that every Eftate in the Realm fliould en- 

* joy all their |uft Liberties ; and prayed the Confimons 

* to chufe their Speaker, and prefent him the next Day 

* to the Guardian.' 

The fame Day the Commons made a Report of their Jo «« Ttrrel^ 
Speaker, as in the laft Parliament; and, onjanuary iStsSlto!^^" '' 
they prefented John Tyrrelj Efq; whofe Excufe being 
refufed, with the accuftomed Proteftation, he was al« 
lowed. 

The firft Thing that we find entered on the Rolls in 
this Parliament was the Supply, tho' it was not granted 
till March 20, of one Tenth and one Fifteenth, and a [ 213 3 
Third of both. They alfo gave Tonnage and Pound- 
age for two Years, with a Subfidy of the like Value on a Subfid/i 
all Merchants Aliens, over aiid above the faid Tonnage 
and Poundage. The Commons alfo granted to the 
King 20 J. from every Layman holding a Knight's Fee, 
and according to the Value, under or over. The fam^ 
from the Clergy, for allJLands purchafed fince the 20th 
of Edward I. And that all other Perfons, having Here- 
ditaments to the Value of 20/. over all Reprizes, not 
held as above, ihall aI(bpay-20J. and fo according to 

that Rate. This is another Ihftance of a Tax on a Land-Tax, 

Lands and Tenements *• 

An 

k It is remarkable that the Inhabitants of the City of Lincoln only are 
exempted from Payment of one Third ©f the Tenth and Fiitcenth 5 but 
fK what Reaion is no( menpojied. 
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Kwg£«rrjrVI, An kSt was paffed this Seffion, to empower Cerfaiit 
Lords, of the King's own Family, to be Commiffioners 
for treating of a Peace with the Pcrfon called here only 
tlie Dauphin of France. 

It was ordained. That the Kin^s Council, and other 
Head-Officers, expreffed in the Kecord, fhonld have 
jearly out of the Exchequer, by way of Reward^ fuch 
Fees as are there particularly mentioned. And, at the 
fame Time, Authority was given to the King's Council^ 
to make Securities to the King's Creditors, for the Loan 
of 50,000 /. as in the laft Parliament. 

Several Affairs, relating to private Property, were 
tranfafted this Seffion: But only one is remarkable 
enough for our Purpofe ; fince it made a great Noife at 
that Time, and produced an A£l of Parliament, ftill in 
Force in our Statute-Books. The Cafe was this : 
Aas rdating'to A Charge of Baflardy was alledged againft Eleanor 
Baftaiay 5 . the Wife of "James Lord Audley^ who claimed the In- 
heritance of Edmund Earl of Kent^ as being his eldeA 
daughter, and a legitimate Iffue, or Mulier^ by Con-- 
Jiance his Wife ; for the Proof of which (he had pro- 
cured a Certificate from the. Ordinary. Againft thi? 
Claim, the other Daughters of the faid Edmund Earlof 
Kent prefented a Petition to Parliament^ alledging, that 
the faid Eleanor was a Baftard 5 that her Mother Co«- 
Jlancey the late Wife to Thomas Defpenfer^ was never 
married to the faid Earl ; and that the laid Certificate, 
brought from the Ordinary, was obtained by Fraud. 
All this being fully provea, in order to prevent fuch 
t *'4 1 Proceedings for the future, an Aft was made*, * That 

• in all Pleas, wherein Baftardy is alledged againft any 
, * Perfon, Partv to the faid Plea, the Judge, or Judges, 

• of or in the Courts where the faid Plea is depending, 

• fhall certify it to the Chancellor of England^ for the 

• Time being, to the Intent that Proclamation be made 

* in the faid Chancery, for three Months, once in eVery 

* Month, that all Perfons who have any Thing to ob- 
*je6l againft the faid Mulier^ or Perfon pretending 

* himfelf a legitimate Iflue, may put in their Allega- 
■ tions and Objedlions before any Certificate be given 

* by the Bifliops<* 

ToBxteutort ^" ^^ wa« alfo made to redrefs another Grievance, 

•f Wiiisj which was, * That whereas^ under Colour of Outlaw- 

* rics^ 
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* rics, fued out againft certain Perfons, Occafion was ^^J^g tf<wry VI. 

* taken to moleft others of the fame Name, and to feizc 

* their Goods, and Chattels, ^fpecially when they were 

* dead, becaufc there was no Remedy at Common Law 

* for Executors to recover fuch Seizures ; therefore it 

* was enacted by this Parliament, in Favour of Execu- 

* tors. That, in Defence of the Tcftator's Goods, a 

* Writ called Identitaie Notninis Ihould bd granted to 

* them, and (hould be as maintainable by them as by 
' any other Perfon living.' 

Complaint being made to the Houfes, that the Wiljh- And NiQdranctf 
men affembled in great Numbers^ and, being arm*d, did,^^^^«^'^^'* ^i 
m a riotous and rebellious Manner, intercept and hin* 
der the Boats, Trows, Floats called Drays, carrying 
Wares and Merchandizes up the River Stynn^ to Bri- 
ftoly Gloucejter^ Wonefter^ and other Places, and broke 
the faid Veflels, to the End that the Traders mig^t 
have theil- Boats and Veffels of them only ; therefore 
it was ena&ed, * That all the King's Liege People , 

* (hould have free Paflage upon the faid River, to carry 

* their Goods and Chattels as they pleafe, without any 

* Moleftation from the Weljh \ and if, for the future^ 

* they any ways molefted then^ in their .Paffage or 

* Traffic,, the Party or Parties aggrieved fhall have their . 

* Aflion at Common Law.* 

Remarkable Petitions and Anfwers in this Parlia- petitions W 

ment. . Anfwen, 

Pet. * That all Outlawries in Aftions perfonal, pro- 

* nounced before the Statute oi Additions y made the ifl: [ ^^S 3 

* of Henry V. may be pardoned. 

Anf. The King will be advifed. 

Pet. « That in the Writ of forging of falfe Deeds, 

* the Venire facias may be of both Counties, as well 

* where the Land doth lie, as where the Writ is brought. 

Anf. The fame as before. 

Pet. * That, the Statute made Anno 8 Henry VL 

* Cap. 2. touching Denmark^ may be utterly void and 

* revoked. 

Anf. The King expels to hear from his Ambajfador at 
that Court ; and in the mean Time will*he advifed. 

Pet. * The Commons of Northumberland^ Cumber^ 
iandy Wejimr eland i and the Bi(hopric of Durham^ pray, 

/ that 
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King tfMrjr VI. that the Merchants of JSTewcaflle in^jy at all Times^ 
buy and tranfport their own Woolls, 
, Anf. Thi King will bt advifed. 
Pet. ' That Attachments and Prohibitions againft 

• Tythe of great Wood may be granted ^o every Per- 
^ fon out of either of the fiencbes. . 

Anf. The farm. 
, " Pit, ^ That two Perfons in every Hundred of the 
^ Realm may, by Comxniffiony be appointed to fearch 
< the due making of Woollen Cloths, and to feai the 

* fame, taking One Penny. 

jlnf. * The King will be advifed. 

In Confideration of 200 /. paid by the Merchants of 
the Ifle of Ely to certain Perfons of the County of Cam- 
bridge^ to buy Twenty Marks of Land by the Year, 
it. is ena(3:ed, * That the faid Inhabitants for ever (ball 
« be difcharged from paying any Thing towards the Fees 
« of Knights of the Shire for Cambridge/hire* * 

We have no Account how long this Parliament fat, 

but it is probable it did fo till at, or near, the 20th of 

Marchy the Day the laft Supply was granted 5 *IIifto- 

rians tell us, that, before the Diflblution of it, Ambaf- 

fadors came from James King of Scots to the puke of 

Gloucejlery to defire that a Peace might be concluded 

between the two Nations : But the Duke, not willing 

' to determine fo important a Matter, without the Con- 

£ ai6. J f^^^ ^f^Y^^ People, referred it to the Three Eftates j who, 

. after long Confultatlon and many Debates, fettled a 

Sif^c"/. Peace with them ; which Peace, it was then thought, 

would long continue, becaufe Scotland was fo difturbed 

by home-bred Diviftons, that no Moleftation could be 

cxpedled from that Quarter ^. 

The young King -ftaid no longer in Paris than till 
the Noblemen of France and Normandy had paid their 
Homage to him, after his Coronation ; when he re- 
turned for England^ landed at Dover ^ and was met in 
his Way to London by the Citizens, and conducted to 
IVeflminJier Wwh great Pomp, Triumph, and many 
Sorts of Pageantry. 

Not long after the King'? Arrival, the Council 
thQught it neceflary to call another Parliailient ; for 

which 

^ Ball, F»l, cxxi, UoUinjgJhead,' p. 6cjt 
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Which Purpofe Writs of Summons were iflued out, dated KiJig Htnry vi, 
Ftbruary 25, for one to meet at Wtftminjler the ijtth 
Day of May following. 

At which Titne, being aflemblisd in the ufual Cham- Anaoltegiu io« 
bcr within the Palace, the King himfclf on the Throne, '*3** 
and all the Lords and Commons attending, John Staf* KxWtfimnfw^ 
fordy Bilhop of Bath and Wells^ then Chancellor of 
England^ was commanded to open the Caufe of *the ^ 

Sumnhons ; which he did in this Manner, taking for 
his Text thefe Words of St. Peter^ Deum timeUj lU'^ 
£em honorifictite. 

' On which Words he remarked two Points, the ^ 
^firfti A general Counfel to Princes, that they might ' 

* learn Knowledge ; to obey and ferve God, according 

* to the Words of the Prophet, Nunc Reges intelligite^ 

* erudimini qui judicatis Terranij fervite Domino in Ti-* 

* more. The fecond^ A Commandment to Subjects to 

* learn to obey and honour the Prince, according to the 

* Saying of the Apoftle, Otnnis Jnima fublimioribut 

* Poiejiatibus^fubditafity non enimeji Potiftas nifi a Deo^ 

* And again, Reddite omnibus Dehita^ Tributum cut Trir 

* butum tjl^^c. 

^ Which Points he learnedly enlarged upod, and en-» 
^ deavoured to prove by many Examples, Authorities^ 
^ and Similitudes, that the King and Realm of Eng^ 

* land might eafily attain to the Heighth of Peace and 

* Profperity, if true Fear of God and Honour to the 

* Prince were in the Hearts of the Subjects ; whetefore^ f 21^ 1 

* for the attaining thereto, and fuppreffing fuch Rebels - ^ 

* as defpifed the Rights of the Church, and would de- ' 
' ftroy the Minifters of the fame, was one Caufe for the 

* calling this Afiembly. The other was, for the due 

* Execution of the Laws, which was &alus cujujlibet 
^ Civitaiis et Regni. And the laft was, how toiind 

* Ways and Means to enrich the Subjects j who, for a . 

* long Time, had lived in great Want and Penury.' 
He concluded, as ufual, with acquainting them, that 
the King defired that every Eftate ihould enjoy its own 
due Liberties \ and that the Commons {hould chufe 
their Speaker, and prefent him the next Day to the 
king. 

On the fecond .D>iy of their Sitting, the Duke of 

Gloucifier ftood up in the Houfe of Lords and faid» 

Vol. IL P •That 
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Kifatifiw7 vr« < That be bad been informod the Commons had made 
< «Declaratfon,Thatif they could underftand the Lords 

* of the King's Council intended to ferve in their Stsr- 

* tkm with perfeft Unity, k would greatly encourage 

* them todo th«ip Paris efFedvally. That he promifed, 
« for hid Part, thM sdthough he was Chief Prefident of 
^ the Council, yet he would a<SI nothing without the 
« ConTem of the Minority of tbem/ This Declaration 
of the Dufce*s was, the next Day, made to the Com- 
mons by the Chanccilor. 

TohnRvsiil, The Day after, the Commons prefented to the King 
SiSlk^** 7^*» Rufffl, Ef^; for thelf Speaker ; who, making the 
dpcaktt. ufarf ProCdflation, was allowed of. 

The next Article ofv Record is a Grant of a Subfidy ; 
which, though it ftands in this Place, yet is faid to be 
dFone on the I7lh of July^ th^ laft Day of the Sitting of 
this Parliamerit, as was then the ufual Cuftom, as has 
been before remarked. Thefe Grants were, at this 
Time, conftantly in Engiijbi and, fince it may be 
Cbooght fomething curiou», we Ihall give the Preamble 
to this, now before u^, as a Specimen for all the reft. 
7i thi fForfiip of Gody and for the grite Love and en^ 
iiit AffeMon thi which iM your pouvre Comunes of this 
your noble Roialnu ba&e to you our tnoji Soverain Lord the 
King^ hfthiAdvisand AJfent of all your Lordes Spirit nail 
Md Temporall in this your prefent Parliantent^ beyng hol^ 
iift Sti Weftminftcr the 12th Day of May, the Tere of 
your Reigfie the 10th y he AuifWity of the fame Parliament 
do graunte^ &c. for the Defence of this your Roiaime of 
Endand, half a Fifteenth and half a tenths Sec. 
A Svbfidy, Befkles thefe Moi^ities^ by another Schedule, there 

was granted, on the fame Day, a Subfidy of five Nobles 
6n every Sack of Wooll, and the fame Sum on every 
240 of Wodll-fells J likewife Tonnage and Poundage, 
at the afual Rate ; to continue for one Year only. 
Another Quarrel ^ S^^^ Coibplaiftt was ihade to the Houfcs, by the 
between Cardinal Cardinal Blfliop of fFinche/ler^ that he being in flan^ 
Beaufort and the/^r/, in his Way to Romiy was obliged to return back, 
Duke of (?/a«f'-i„ ^der to ^1^3^ YiimMf from a Report that had been 
^ead, that he was a Traitor to the Realm ; of which 
the Duke of Gloucefter^ by the King's Command, de- 
clared him guiltlefs. But the Abridger of the Records 
here remarks, That the true Reafon of the CardinaPs 

fudden 
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fadden Return was, that» having feveral of the King's l^s^2<»»7 VI. 
Jewels in Piwn, he jiad ordered them to be fent after 
him> which Jeiyeb, by Command from the King, or' [ ai8 ] 
rather the Duipe of GUuctjiery were arrefted at &im&- ^ 
f|flrVi. This brought the Cardinal back in a mighty Po- ' 
cb^ ; and it ap^ars by the next Article in the Record, 
that an Order^yi^ taken that the Cardinal fliould pay . 
tp the King 6000/. n»ore for them, and lend to bint 
befides 13,000 Marks, which was done accordingly; andb 
then he was allowed t0:take them, or leave them behind 
him, at his Pleafure.. Xhe King alfo, with the Con*- 
fent of the other £ftates, granted a Pardon for all Of- 
fences, and for all Penalties and Pains inqiirred by him 
on the Statute of Prmnunire. Thus far the Record^ 
biit a modern Hiftorian ' acquaints us. That when the 
Jewels xhe Cardinal had in Pawn were feized at Sntid^ 
mcbj he was then in Flanifrs upon the King's Af&irs i « 

but% on the News of the Seizure, he came over in all 
Hafte to Landon^ without Leave ; which gave the Duke 
of Gloucefter. Occafion to feize his fiagga^. That, onf 
tiie Day after his Arrival, he went k> the Houfe of 
Lords ; and fai9» he was come to clear himfelf frpnr 
the Crimes laid to his Charge, and vindicate his Inno* 
eeacy againft whoever fliould be his Accufer. Tbat^ 
the Duke of Gloju^fier not thinking it proper to fupport 
what he had advanced, the Prelate was anfwered. That 
fince none appeared to accufe htm, be was acknow- 
ledged as a loyal Subjed. He thanked the Houfe for 
this Declaration) and defired it might be drawn up int 
Form ; which was granted. Then he complained^ that^ 
at; his Arrival at ^andtuicb^ his Bag^ag^ was feized ; and 
petitioned the Reftitution. He maintained that the 
Seizure was made without Caufe, and offered to lend 
the King 6000 /• for fix Years $ on Condition that, if 
the Seizure appeared to be lawful, the Money lent 
fliould be forfeited to the King's Ufe. He ^offered 
moreover to lend him the like Sum, and to defer the 
Demand of the 13,000 Marks, due to him on ancfth^c 
Account, provided the Payment of the whole fliould be 
affigned out of the next Subfidy granted to the King, 
His Aim was to fliew his Regard for the King's and the 
People's Wants, His Offers were accepted, and the 
P 2 Seizure 

* Jtapin^^ Ulfiory cf England^ Fol. E4it, p. 334, 335. 
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King Hemy VlrS^lzurc reftorcdf. Thus the Duke of Gloucefter^ inftea<f 

[ 2XQ 1 ^^ hurting his Enemy, had the Mortification to fee hint 

. ^ receive th^ Applaufes of both Houfes. Mean while 

MtM^'hiFaru' ^^^^ Djfcord produced very ill Effcas. As the Duke of 

of thc'formw"' Gloucefter had Friends and Adherents in the Council^ 

the OppofiCioTi, generally between the two Parties, 

could not but be very prejudicial to the King's Afi^irs. 

For, whilft the^Duke and the" Cardinal thought only of 

their own private Concerns, the War in France was 

ilegle^ed, though it was more neceflary than ever to 

fupport it with the greateft EfFbrts. 

We have chofe to give this long Quotation from Ra^ 
pin^ as it particularly relates to this Defign, and to feC 
this Matter in as dear a Light as poilible. The Autho- 
, rities that Author quotes from^ are fdme Inftruments in< 
the Public Ails and the Abridgement of Records. The. 
Reader may obferve, that the latter differs widely from 
his Account, cfpecially in regard to* the Seizure of the 
. Crown Jewels, which was made on his going out of the 
Kingdom, and not on his Return into it : And it is 
certain that the Duke of Gloucefter was in the Right to 
prevent the Cardinal ffom carrying fuch a Trcafure over 
with him into foreign Parts, However,' the Prelate had 
Infcreft enough in this Parliament to get the Petition 
from the Common's, made in the laft, again ratified ;* 
with the two fubfequent ASs for Reftitlition, ^c. and 
all of them exemplified' under the Broad Seal °S 

But to go on with the other Proceedings of this Par- 
liament ; fome more Matters of lefs Moment occurred ; 
the Principal of which are thefe : 

The Commons petitioned the King, that the Fees 
and Wages of the King's Judges, Serjeants, and Attor- 
nies, might be paid, whic'h was ordered accordingly. 
And, by Order of the Houfes, certain Accountants of 
the King's Houihold, by Name, were pardoned their 
Offences. 

On the Petition of iJ/VWi Duke oiTork^ Brother to 
Edward late Duke of York^ and Coufin-German to 
Edmund hte Earl of March ^ to l>ave Livery of all the 
Hereditaments belonging to the faid Duke-and EarJ, by 
Ordinance of Parliament they were reftored to him. 

. . This 

m See FW. Ang. Tom. X. p. 516, 17, 18, 19. For an Inventory 
©f thefe Jewels, y/ith their particular Sorts, Weiglu, and Value, fee alfo 
p. 593> ^^ . 
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This was the famoUs Duke of York^ who firft htgzvi^vck% Henry vi« 
the open Quarrel between the two Houfes of York and ^ 

' Lancafier, In this Parliament alfo, as was antiently the t ^^o j 
Cuftom of creating Peers, the King created the renown- 
ed 5ir John Cornwall Knight, Baron of Pannhoppe^ 
there to fit and enjoy the Liberty of a Baron. 

Petitions and Answers. 

Pet. * That the Defendant in an Appeal of Maim Petitions and 

> may make his Attorney. ^ Anfwcrs, 

Anf, The King will be advifed, 
Pet^ ' That the Statute made 7 Henry IV. cap. 9. 
. ^ rf lating to Merchants Strangers, may be executed with 

* this Adjun6l, vi%. Pains and Penalties on the Englijh 

* Merchants, and Officers of every Town, for not exc- 
' cuting of \u 

Anf. The King will be advifed. 
Pet. ' That none be compelled to be examined in 
'• Parliament, or elfewhere, touching his Frank Tenant. 
Anf. The fame. 
Pet. * That fuch Perfons as (hall have their Goods 

* taken by the Merchants of Hans^ in their Parts, may 
.' have their Remedy by Adtion at Law in London againft 

> the Hans Merchants refiding in that City. 

Anf. The fame as before. 

JPet. * That no Merchant, or other Perfon, be im- 

* peached for the Seal of any Cloth, broad or narrow, 

* after fuch Time as the Alna^er •* has fealed the fame, 

* and Cuftom is paid for it. 

Anf. The fairys. 

Pet. * For fpeedy Redrefs of and in all Actions be- 
.* longing to fuch Perfons as were Members of the Houfe 
.* of Commons. 

Anf. The fame. 

Pet. * That all Parfonages, appropriated to fome Rc- 

* ligious Houfe, not endowing of Vicars on the fame, 
^ may be within fiA Months unappropriated. 

Anf. As before. 

P3 A 

. ■ Alnager^ Auhager^ in Latin, Uiniger or Ulnator, a Mcafurer of Cloth 
by Ell. This Officer was antiently both Searcher and Meafurer of Cloth 
as well as Ainager, and was CoJledor of the Sdbfidy granted to the Ki;ig 
by the feveral Statutes ; he had a peculiar Seal to denote the Defers whi9H 
^1^ C|o:h fontained. See Jacob^^ Lav Didianary^ 
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Kioi BimyVt, « A Motion Wzs made, and a Device oflRsred, for tbe 
- - ^ true making of Qafcoign Wine. ' 

*' *'' J Anf. Thi King will. fend this over to the Officers ef 
'Guienne, isnd appoint them to take Order therein. 

Pet. * That Prohibitions and Attachments may be 

* had, upon the Statute of the 45th of Ed. III. againi^ 

* Parfons fuing for Tythe-Wood above the Age of 

* twenty Ycar3.' 

Anf. Tbe Statutes^ to that Fur'pofe provided^ fball h 

9hferved. 

At the Petition of the Houfe of Commons, the King 

releafed utterly, on Account of certain Doubts, the Sub* 

fidy granted in the laft Parliament on Lands and Tene- - 
The King gifctments, fo as it never fhould be mentioned again. This 
pp the Land- looks as if all Parties were afhamed of fuch ^n uncom- 
' *^ tnon Impofition on the Subjedl in thofe Days ; tho* i( 

is now no Novelty, and will continue, we fear, to be 

as immutable as Fate. 

The French War had, iabout this Time, nm greatly 

^gainft the Intereft of the Englijh in that Kingdom; 

and, iti the nth Year of this King, another Parliament 

ilLAJioIlegiii ii.viras called, by Writs dated May 24, to meet at Weft^ 

'*53* minjler pn tbe %i^'<A^uly following. Being all ailem- 

At ffyimnjUr. b)ed, before the King, in the Painted-Chamber of the 

Palace, the Dukes ot Bedford and Gloucejfer^ with the 

Cardinal, all being prefent, the fame Chancellor, as in 

the laft Parliament, declared tbe Caufe of the Summons, 

^ ' and took for his Theme, Sufcipiant Monies Pacem Po» 

pulOf et ColUs Juflitiam* 

* This Subjedl he divided into three Parts, according 
^ to the Three Eftates pf the Realm ; by the Mountains^ 

* heunderftood Bifhops, Lords, and Magiidrates ; by tKe 
^ lefler Hills, he meant Knights, Efquires, and Mer« 

* chants ; by the People, he meant Hufbandmen, Arti- 

* ficers, and Labourers. To which Three Eftates he 

* endeavoured to prove, by many Examples and Autho- 
^ rities, that a triple political Virtue ought to belong ; 

* to theory?. Unity, Peace, and Concord^ without Dif- 
^ fimulation ; to the fecond^ Equity, Confideration, and 

* upright Juftice, without Partiality ; to the la/l^ A due 

* Obedicruce to the King, his Laws, and Magiftfates, 
f without grudging. By ftridJy obferving of all whicl^ 
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^ he affirmed, that infinite Bleffing^ and great Aoquifi*Kisgi7<«^yi» 

* tions would accrue to the Nation ; and that this very Af- 

* fembly was called as a Means for that Purpofe. Where- I *^* } 

* fore he enjoined the Commons to make Choice of their 

* Speaker, ^nd prefent him to the King as Qfual/ The 
Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appointed for 
the different Kingdoms and Countries under the Domi- 
nion of the Englijh King« as was in thofe Days the 
conftant Cuftom of Parliament, on the i ith of July the 
Commons prefented Roger Hunt^ iJfq; for their Speaker; 1^<>gcr Hukt, 
vho, with the ufual Ceremony, was allowed. Efqj chofen 

The 13th Day, the Duke of Bedford rofc up before '^**^''' 
the King, in the Houfe of Lords, and faid, < That for 

* two efpecial Caufes he had come into the King's Prc- 

* fence, and left his Charge beyond Sea : The one was 
^ for the Safeguard of the King's Perfon ; and the other^ 
^ to clear himfelf from fome Slanders which were caft 
^ upon him, as that he had been the Occafion of the latje 

* great Lofles in France and Normandy,^ by his Default 
' and Negligence ; and offered to take his Trial for the 

* fame/ On which the Chancellor, by the King's 
Commaiid, declared, ^ That his Majefty took him for 
^ his true and faithful Subjedi, and moil dear Uncle; 

* and for his coming at that Time, gave Jiim moft hearty 
•Thanks.' 

After this Parliament had Jat about a Month, the 
Plague began to break out in London* 'y therefore the 
Chancellor, by the King's Command, called them all 
before him; gave them Thanks for their Attendance ; 
and, on the 13th oiAugufl^ prorogued the Parliament to 
the fifteenth Day after St. Michael cnfiiing, at IVefifnin'- 
fler. But becaufe the King's Occafions for Money were 
very urgent, and could not ftay till the next Seffion, it 
was ordained, That theTreafurer oi England ttio\i\A\L^^ 
in his Hands 2000 A for the Service of the Houfehold* 

We know not whether this Parliament met again at 
ihe Time appointed, or was further prorogued, but we 
hear no more of their Tr^nfedions till the 3d Day of 
November*, when the Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons came before the King, in the other Houfe, and 
fliewed to his Majefty a Precedeot, in the Reign of . 
King Edward II. whereby that King commanded the 

Bifliops 

* a S^od in Civifate London et Suhurhui ejtifjem gravu Pefiileptia ^tfir^i 
j^tfi ori're, Sfg» R9t, P^rl. ii fi^n^VU N°. lU 
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KingHrifi^^vl. Bifhops and Clergy to pronounce Sentence of Ekcom- 
[ 223 ] munication againft certain OiFenders at that T^ime. 
The Speaker then defired his Majefty to adi in the 
fame Manner, and caufe the Clergy to excommunicate 
fome that were then culpable ^. But all that was done 
in this Affair was, that the King took the Precedent, 
and promifcd to be advifed. 

At the fame Time the Speaker prefented to the King 

and Lords pne Article, amongft others, in an Ordinance 

of Parliament, made in the 8th of thi^ Reign, whereby 

it was eftablUhed, That no Nobleman or other Perfon 

Ihould retain in his Service any Offender againfl thp 

Law, or maintain any Title or Quarrel ; which Article 

all the Bifhops and Lords there prefent were fworn to 

obferve. And, fome Days after, the King commanded 

the Duke of Bedford to go to the Houfe of Commons, 

and fwear all the Members to perform the Article afore- 

faid ; which he did accordingly. 

Ton Wn^to'thc ^"^ *' ^^^ ^'^° enafled, by general Confent, < That 

ObLTOiJcc^ofthe^l' ^y^^ Lords, Knights, Efquires, Yeomen, and other 

Aa againil. t'erfons throughout the Realm, (hould, by fpecial Com- 

Quarrds. ' . jiiiffio;is, be fworn to perform the faid Articles. This 

Aft, or Ordinance, feems calculated to prevent the evil 

EfFeft of the then mortal Quarrel between the Cardinal 

Bifhop of IVincheJler and the Duke of Gloucejter. 

Nov, 2i)., The Commoiis came again before the King 
and Lords, and, by their Speaker, complimented the 
Duke of Bedford on his vfarlike Behaviour and notable 
The Duke of Deeds done in France^ and particularly for his Conduct 
of^'Franc^Jt'^^^^ ^^^ Battle of VermyU. Befides, they commended him 
ccives the* ' fo^* ^^'s politic Government in the Regency of that King- 
Thanks of the dom ; and for which they dfefired tlit King to infifl up- 
Commons, ^j^ ^^ f^j^j Duke's perfonal Attendance about him ; and, 
after fome Gonfultation amongfl the Lords, the Duke, 
at his Majefly^s Requeft, accepted the Office; but at 
the fame Time he required that fix Articles might be 
agreed to by Parliament, relating tp the Govi^nment ; 
which was granted. And by thcfe Articles, which the 
Abridger remarks were all very reafonable^ the Duke of 
Bedford recovered fome Part of the Prerogative which 

the 

b Pro iiverja Spedalia et enormia Murdra, Homicictia, Raptus Aluli* 
erum, Robberias^ ^rjurias, it alia Mala quamplurivia, &c» Rot. Earl. 
l?.'HenryyU N^. 13. 
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rtie Duke of Gloucefter had loft through the malicious ^^tnK Hw»y VI4 
Intrigues of the Cardinal- and the Clergy, who were « 

his fworn Enemies ^. After this the Duke of Bedford t *^^ J 
took Occafion to declare before the Parliament, That 
whereas he and the Duke oiGhuceJier^ for their Attend- 
ance as principal Counfellors, or Prefidents of the Coun-> 
cil, had fome Years an Allowance made them of 8opo ^^ , . 
Marks yearly; at other Times 60QO Marks, fometimes 
5000, but never lefs than 4000 Marks yearly, he would 
now, for his perfonal Attendance, only require an Al- 
lowance of 1000/. a-year, and 500/. for paffing the Sea 
into France^ or repafling it, as oft as there was Occafion. A SaUiygraatef 
Which Demand, being thought very reafonable by both ^^* 
the Houfes, was readily granted.- 

The Subfidy granted by this Parliament was a Tenth 
and a Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity ; except the 
Sum of 4000/. to be dedudted out of it, to go to the 
Relief of fome Towns, Cities, and Boroughs, faid, by^^"^'*^* 
the Record^, to be then defolate, wafted, or deftroyed, 
or otherways much impoveriOied, or overmuch charged 
to this Tax, ^c. They likewife granted the fame Ton- 
nage and Poundage as was given the laft Yearj for two 
Years to come ; as alfo a Subfidy of 531. 4<f. on every 
Sack of Wooll for three Years enfuing. Authority was 
alfo given to the King's Council, to enter into Securities 
for I oOjOOO Marks for the prefent Occafions of the Go- 
vernment **. A Vote of Credit, which the Reader may 
obferve has been more frequent in this Reign than in 
any preceding one. An Hiftorian remarks, but ^^^^' q^^i^J^^^ 
neoufly, on the Proceedings of this Parliament, that no 
Taxes were given the King by it. * Perhaps, adds he, 

* it was becaufe the Duty of Tonnage and Poundage, 
^ which was given this King in his third Vear, was ftill 

* continued. And whereas, before, they were granted 
^ for certain Years only, they were now indefinitely 

* giveri him for the Service of the War; anj from thence, 

* as Stowe fays, they received the Name of Cuftoms^ 

* f . e. ufual and conftant Payments '. 

.A Petition of Thomas Langley^ then Biftibp of D«r-Cuftomsfirftfii 
ham^ was prefented to the Houfe of Lords, fetting forth, *^*^^^*^' 

* That 

b Thefe Articles are on Record, in the old Erglijh, and are jiot to be 
opjirted by a particular Hiftorian of this Reign. 

c Ro^. Pari. 12 Ihnry VI.. N©. zq, dy^/^. N?. 2», 

% I^ankl'm Kcnnct f p 372. 
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%MiSimyn. « That whereas- the King had granted a Commiffion to 

* certain Perfons there named, and they, by Virtue 
^ thereof, fat, and made Inquiry, at HartUpool^ witbin 

* the County Palatine of 2)i<r£^iiz ; be therefore grayed 
tlut the faid Commiffion might be revoked. Hereupon 
Sir IfHUiam Earl, Knt. the King's Attorney-General, 

r 22C ] ^^7 learnedly endeavoured to prp<re ^ that the fatd Bi- 
^ ibop ought to have no County Palatine, nor Liberties 
The LIbtrtiei df * K-oyal/ On the contrary, the Bi(bop produced his 
tiieCoiutyPaU- Antborities to prove his Right, and the Matter was (Ire- 
^j?^^J*^nu9«fly debated between them: At laft Judgment was 
fir rt min ff n», ^ given for the Bifliop, and the faid Inquifition return'd in- 
to Chancery, or elfewhere, wa^ declared null and void. 
The Record of this Matter is very long, and (hews the 
Fulnefs of Power in the Liberties of this County Pala- 
line. 

Ralph Lord Crcmw^ll, High Treafurer of England^ 
petitioned the Parliament that they would take into Cpn- 
fideration the State of the Revenues of the Crown, and 
the Dilbur&ments, the faid Revenue not being able to 
fupply the Expence by 35,000 /. -yearly ; wherefore he 
prayed that Order might be taken for the King's Houfe-* 
hold ; that he may enjoy the Office as freely as others 
before him ; and that no Grant be paflfed by the King, 
without the Knowledge of him the faid Treafurer. He 
alfo, by three long Schedules annexed, ihewed. the Par- 
ticulars of the whole Revenues and Profits of the Crown^ 
with the Charge ojut of the fame in all Ways and 
Means f. This was thought ^proper to be laid before 
the Commons, and all the Requefts aforefaid were 
granted. The faid Lqrd Cromwelly by another Petition, 
alfo Ihewed that Warrants for Payments were come to 
him for more than two Years Profits of the Crown ; 
wherefore he defired that the Confideration of the 
King's Eftate might be fpeedy, and that a Prefcription 
for his Payment &ouId be made. 

Jn the Statutes at large are feveral A£ls made this Par- ' 
A€ti paffed. liamcnt, on the Petitions of the Commons, very condu- 
cive to the Public Good. There are like wife fome more 
Petitions, on private Properties, in the Abridgement^ not 
^ anfwering this Purpofe. Some of the moft remarkable 

/ A<9s, 

r Thcfe Schedules, though long, art very curiout, to learn the Partkl*' 
}ais ^d State of^he Cfowi^ Revenues at this Tunq^ 
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JkBsj we think proper to give an Abftra£l of» are>$ M-^^nemyYU 
>ow: , 

1. It was provided by an ASt^ * That fuch Perfons 
as were Keepers of the &npx, or fFhori'-Hou/ety in 
Sauthwark^ (bould not be impanneli'd upon any Jury, 
nor keep an Ion, or Tavern, in any other Places^ left 

'Men of fuch vile Confciences and Practices (houid cor- r j^^ ^ 
xqpt Juftice, and propiigate their Villanies over the Na- 
tion.' 

2. It w^ enabled, ^ That even Difleifors fliould not 
be put out of Pofleffion by any collufive Tricks of Law, 
■^% was then ufual, by making the Sheriff the Oifleifor^ 
and then entering upon the Lands for the Default of the 
Tenant's not anfwering : Wherefore it was ordained. 
That all fuch Writs (ball be abated and quaflied/ And 

3. In the Behalf of the Perfon diileifed wrongfullf 
of his Lands, whereas before the Law was, that the 
Diileifee might fue the Difleifor in his Life-time, if he 
took the Profits at the Time of the Suit commenced, 
which to avoid, the Difleifors made over the Land by 
Feoffments to others, and fo avoided the Suit: Where-- 
upon it was ena3ed, ^ That the DiiTeifees (hould have 
their Adion as well againft the Feofiee, as Difleifor" 
iiimfeif, if either of them take the Profits of the Land/ 

4. And becaufe divers Tenants of Lands for TeriH 
of Life and Years, made over the faid I^ands to otfae^ 
tinder-Tenants, to the End that they might not be liable 
to Writs of Wafle, for the Damages done upon the faid 
Lands, by their Order and Connivance, before the Grant 
pf the (aid Leafes; it was hereupon enaded, ^ That the 
Tenant in Reverfion might have his Adion againft the 
Tenant for Life or Years, for the Damages done, as well 
ibefore as after the Leafe made to any Under-Tenants, 
and recover treble Damages for the faid Wafl:e, pro^ 
yided that it were proved that the faid Firft-Tenants 
Jook the Profits of the Land to their own proper Ufe at 
the Time of the Wafte done/ 

5. Whereas divers Suits and IndiAments, as well 
for the King as his.Subje£ts, were difcontinued by making 
of new Commiflions for the Peace, to the great Delay 
,pi Juftice, and Wrong of the Subjcfts, it was cnaSed, 
* That no Pleas or Procefles (hould be difcontinued ))y 
any new CommiflxQns, but the Juftij:es fg made (hould 

• . have 
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King Henry Vh have Power and Authority to continue all Pleas depe'nd'- 
ing, and determine thc**fame/ ' 

6- An Abufe alfo being crept into the Nation about 

JVIeafures contrary to the Statutes ; and Purveyors, Ba^ 

[ 227 ] leers. Merchants, arnd Buyers of Corn, taking nine 

Weights and ^"^cls for the Quarter, it was enaSed, *. That the 

Meafutetafc^r- Statutes for Weights and Meafures (hould be proclaim'd 

taiacd* .jn .every .Market-Towri, and that there ihould be a 

Bufliel, common Balance and Weights, in every Mar^ 

Jcct'Town, City, and Borough, kept by jhe Mayor and 

Juftices, according to the Standard in the Exchequer; 

and if any Perfon {hall prefume to fell or buy by any 

other Weight or Meafures, they fhall forfeit Five Poundi 

to the Perfon that (hall fue for it, and Five Pounds to 

the King.' 

•7. Recognizors having found out a Way to defeat 
the Executions of fuch Perfons as they were indebted to 
by Recognizance, by bringing their Writs D^ C^r/^aj 
^um Caufa out ofCharicery, and giving Sureties to the 
King only, were delivered out of Prifon, and their Cre- 
ditors defeated of their Debts ; it was therefore ordained, 
* That Sureties (hould be given as well to the Party as 
to the Ki'ng, that their Debts may be furely paid.' 

Other Adts, of lefs Importance, were alfo made this 
:SefliDn; as, about the Meafure of certain Cloths, called 
, Streights ; for. the puniftiing of fuch as iball dare to af- 
fault any Perfon coming to the Parliament, or Council, 
by the King's Command 5 and, laftly, for fetting a Price 
upon Wax-Candles, Images, and Figures : But thefe 
A<fts being only temporary, and long Tince out of Ufe, 
' deferve little Regard. 

We (hall only obferve that this Parliament fat to the 
.2 1 ft of December^ for- on that Day the Bifhops and 
Lords of the King's Council were aflced, whether they 
would attend? The Cardinal, the two Archbi(hops, the 
Bifhops of £ify and Lincoln^ anfwered,They would when 
they could ; but all the others promifed abfolutely to 
attend. 

The Bufinefs done in this Parliament was great, and 

takes up a vaft Space" on the Rolls ; but, before we part 

.with it, we (hall take Notice of two other Particulars; 

one was, That all Lords, Knights, Efquires, Yeomen, 

^nd cill other Perfons iii the Re^ilm, (hould, by fpecial 

Cotor 
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Comiriiffion, fwcar to perform the Article as made in Kmg Hwry VI. 
the eighth of this King**. The other. That all French 
Prifoners in this Kingdom, as well Hoftages as others, 
who are found at large without the King's Safe-Condud^ ' 
their Keeper, orHoft, may be, by zny EngU/hman^ taken 
and ranfomed as his Prifoner; confidering, adds the Re- 
cord, that Englijhmen be fo fcrved in France, A Law 
called Lex Talionisy made by this Parliament. 

The French War ftill continued, and about this Time 
with good Succefs to the Engiijhy under the Condudl of 
the vi6lorious Lord Talbot and the Earl of Arundele : 
But the latter having the Misfortune to be killed before 
the paltry Caftle of Gerberoy^ and the Dukes of Bedford 
and Burgundy commencing a Quarrel, which ended in 
an open Rupture between them. Affairs were again 
thrown into a different Situation in that Kingdom. 

In this Interval we find that Writs of Summons were . . - 

fent out to call a Parliamekit, dated Nov. i, to meet at [ 22B ] 
Wejiminjier on the 8th Day of July following ; which 
was afterwards prorogued to Reading fifteen Days aftef 
Michaelmas^ in the 12th Year of this King's Reign.— 
The Abridger of the Records hath given us no Proceed- 
ings of this Parliament, for which Reafon we fuppofe 
they were not entered on the Rolls 5 nor are there any 
Afis in the Statute-Books relating to it. It was not till 
two Years after the laft, that a Parliament fat to do Bu- 
fmefs, which was called by Writs dated at Weftminfter^ 
July 5, Anno Dom. 1435, ^° ^^^^ at the fame Place on 
the 10th of 0<57tf^^r following. 

On which Day, being affembled before the King, fit- 
ting in his Chair of State in the Painted Chamber, the Anno Regni n^ 
Bifhop of Bath and IVells p, then Chancellor of Eng- »435- 
land^ by the King's Command, opened the Seflion with MfFeflminptr^ 
a Speech, and took for his Theme this Text, Solliciti 
fttis fervare Unit at em Spiritus in Vinculo Pacts \ and, 
amongft other Matters, he told them, ' That the Duke 

* of Burgundy y who. had fworn Allegiance both to the 
' King and his Father, had bafely broke his Oath, and 

* revolted : That he had appointed a Diet, or Sitting, at 

* ArraSy without the King's Knowledge, where two 

* Car- 

o Sec in this Volume, p. 232. 

P John Stafford, afterwarda tr^^uated to Canterhry, Lc Neve*4 Fafti, 
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Cardinals came tp treat about a Peace between England- 
and Franc§: That, aft^ the King was acquainted wkh 
it, heient fonae Perfons of Quality as his AmbafTadora 
at. this Meeting, who there propofed reafonable anci 
honeft Terms of Agreement, which tbe French refuied* 
and fi;oSed at ;. by which nothing was done at thati 
Diet. After which the Ki(^, he faid, was to^ that 
the faid Duke of Burgundy had entered in^o a League^ 
with the French \ and, as fqch, there remained nothing 
for the King to do, but either to lofe his Stile and Title 
and Kingdom of France^ ox elfe refolv^ to defend the 
fame by Fpr^e. How to z8t io the ^eft Manner ia 
thefe Affairs, he added, was the Caufe of this Aiiem* 
bly ; for which End he defired the Qominons to cbufi^ 
a Sp^ajk^rt ^ ^cxt Day to prefent him to the King/ 
Accordingly they prefented John Bowesy Efq^ wl^ofe ^^« 
fs^chota^^' cufc being rcfufed, he made the ufu;dProteftation, whicl^ 
^ *■ was allowed. 

The firft Thing we find upon the Record that this 
Parliament went upon, was to give Authority to the 
King's Cquncil to m^ke Securities to th^ Creditors c^ 
the Crown for ioq,ooo/. By the King's letters Patent 
Security was alfo given to certain Perfons, there named, 
for 8000 Marks fent by them to the King out of the Re-^ 
venues of the Puke of Bedford^ and the Earl of Jrunr 
4ele^ deceafed. 
Anuimfual large On the 23d of December ^ which probably was the laft 
Sabady. Pay ©f this Parliament, fmce Chriftm^as was fo near, an 

vnufual Subfidy was aUb granted by this Parliament, vi%. 
Thar every Perfon holding any Frank Tenant in Lands, 
Annuities, Fees, Offices, or Hereditaments, above the 
yearly Value of 5/. (hould pay 6i. for every Pound, 
upon his Oath. Afcending from the faid roor. or 5 /. 
vp to the yearly Value of 100/. Above the laft Suni 
to 40Q A a-year, 8 ^. a Pound ; and above this Eftate 
of 400/. yearly, up to the higheft Valuation, 2j. for 
•very Pound. They alfo granted to the King a full 
Tenth and a Fifteenth on the Laity ; dedu^ling thereof 
^ 4000/. for the Relief of decayed Towns and Villages* 
A Subfidy alfo on every Sack of Wooll ; 33 f» 4^. from 
Merchants Denizens^ and 461. %d, from Aliens; and 
fo according to that Rate on other Staple Ware, with 
Tonnage and Poundage, for two Years. 
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j It is fupgofed that thcfe large Sabfidies were gnintcd, KkigHwqrVH 

ts a very extraordinary Aid, to enable the King to keep 

I his Pofleffions in Frante^ then in great Danger of being 

I imirely loft, by the Death of the Duke of Bedford^ Re- 

I gent oiFranciy who died at Roan^ Sept. 14, 14351 iboii ' 

after a Peace had been concluded between CbarUs the 

French King and the Duke of Burgundy. It is faid 

I that the Duke of Bedford fbrefaw the Change that 

I would inevitably follow the making this Union, and 

that it would root the Englijb out of France ^ which was 

one great Rcafon that hiaftened his Death •*. 

Some public A£b were made this Seffion, in order 
chiefly to regulate fome Abufes in other A£b, or to ex- 
plain them betten The moft remarl^able are, * That 

* the Judges, in their Circuits, (hall have Power to ^ve 
' Judgments in all Ca(e3 of Felony and Treafon, a^ 

* well upon Perfons acquitted ^ attainted, and award [ 230 ] 
'Executions according to that Judgment. That all 

* Woolls and Wooll-fells, that fhall be fhipped to be 
^ tranfported, (hall be carried to Calais only i and no 

. • Licences Ihall be granted to the contrary, except by r ..-, cnafirfj 
' the King and Council. That all Wool! and WooH- ^ 

rfcUs, and other Merchapdizes of the Staple, which 

* (hall be (hipped in any Creeks or Ports clandeftinely, 
^ io order to cheat the King of his Subfidies and Cu- 

* ftoms, (hall be forfeited to the King. That all Per- 
' fons who ihall dare to difturb any Foreigners,' in fell- 

* ingPilh or other Viftuals, either by Wholefale or Rc- 
*tale, (hall forfeit Ten Pounds, one Moiety to the 
^ Ring, and the other to the Perfon that (hall fue for 

* the fame/ 

There is nothing elfe remarkable which flailed in this 
Seffion of Parliament ; and the French War ftill fubfift- 
ing, another was called to meet at Cambridge^ y-^w^t 
tfrjr 21, the very next Year after the laft : But for Rea- 
fons of State, not mentioned, was ordered by other 
Writs to meet at JVefiminfter on the Day aforefei^. 

John Bi^iop of Bath and ff^ells^ Chancellor of i?«y- AnnoRegai 151 
hnd^ opened this Setfon with a very elaborate Speech, »43^» 
and made this Text his Subje£l> Corona Regni in Manu nxmRminftr^ 

Uet^ 
^ Damtl in KiMntfp 37?, 
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Kin^HenryVhDei, Ifaiah Ixii. On which he demonftrated, *Thaf 
three Sorts of Men are crowned, viz. All Chriftian* 
in their Baptifrt, in Token whereof they are anointed : 
All Clerks in their Order, in Token whereof they 
ar^ (haven : And all Kings in their Coronation, who 
in Token thereof wear a Crown of Gold iet abeut 
with Flowers and precious Stones. The Figure oif 
the Crown, he refembled to the Bqdy Politic of the 
Nation ; the Flowers and Stones, to the Honours and 
Oific^es of a Prince, as Gold eftimable and durable ; 

' and that Commonwealth is moft iirm and ftable which 
is governed by the faithful Care pf a Prince ; for, as 
Gold is flexible to the Workman, fo ought every Part 
of the Commonalty to be at the Beck of the Prince, 
fceking the Profperity of him. 
' The erefting and ftanding of the Flowers, in the 
^ upper Part of the Crown, denoteth the King's Prehe-r 

t iiji ] * minency over his Subjects, which ought to be gar- 
nished with four Cardinal Virtues ; that is to fay, in 
the Fore- Part ought to beWifdom, adorned with three 
precious Stones, viz. Memory of Things paft, Cir-? 

^ cumfpedion of Things prefent, and Prudence in Things 
to come. On the Right Hand ought to be Fortitude, 
accompanied with Courage in attempting, Patience in 
fuffering, and Perfeverance in well-meaning. On the 
Left Side ought to be Juftice, diftributing her Arms 
three Ways, to the Beft, Mean, and Loweft. On 
the Hinder- Part ought to be Temperance with hec 
Trinity, viz. Reftraint of Senfualjty in Fear, Silence 
in Speech, and Mortification in Will: All which, pro- 
ceeding from God, fully proved that the Crown of the, 
King was in the Hand of God.* 
He concluded with declaring, 'That this Parliament 

' was called for three principal Caufes j the firjiy For 
Juftice and Peace amongft Subjedls ; the fecond^ How 
the Commodities growing within this Realm might 
have a ready Vent; the thirds How the Realm might 
be defended, and the Sea kept againft Enemies and 
Rebels. To which End he defired the Commons to 
chufe their Speaker, and prefent him the next Day to 
the King.' ' 

. The Receivers and Triers of Petitions for England^ 

and all other Parts of the King's Dominions, being ap- 
pointed 
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pointed, according to an'tient Cuftom,'the Commons King H^ry VI. 
prefented Sir John TyrreU Knight, to.be their Speaker; Sir John Tyr- 
whofe Excufe being refufcd, he, with the common Pro- »«l. Knight, 
teftation, was allowed : But, March 19, a Committee ^^P^^*^J^^*^"J| 
of Commons was fent to the King, declaring that their BKE»Ly,Efq; is 
Houfe had newly chofen William Beerly^ Efq; to be their chofcn in hi& 
Speaker, in the room of Sir JohnTyrreU difabled from^**^* 
attending by grievous Sicknefs ; which William was al- 
lowed, by the King, under the ufual Pxoteftation. 

The Subfidies granted by this Parliament {March 27) 
were the like Tenth and Fifteenth as in the laft ; alfo Subfidies granted 
the fame Subfidy on Woolls, fcfr. with Tonnage and 
Poundage, were granted for three Years to come. Au- 
thority was likewife given to the King's Council to make 
Aflurances to the King's Creditors for another Sum of 
100,000/. And, by the fame Authority, the Treafurer [ 232 ] 
of England was to pay to the Cardinal Bifhop of Win-^ 
chefier 2000 Marks. * 

The important Town of Calais was at this Time be- 
fieged by the Duke of Burgundy in Perfon, and a nume- 
rous Army, On this the Duke of Glouceftery Captain 
or Governor of the faid Town, petitioned this Parlia- 
ment, that if any Misfortune fhould happen to his 
Charge, for Want of Payment of the Soldiers in that 
Garrifon, the fame might not be imputed to his Mif- 
condu£l : However, Hiftory informs us that the Duke 
of Gloucejfer went over in Perfon, with ,an Army, to the 
Relief of that Town; on whofe Arrival the Flemings^ 
under the Duke of Burgundy^ raifed the Siege, and fled 
away fhamefully for Fear of a Battle. 

The particular Ads made this Sei&on, were, firjt^ ^^j p^^^. 
* A Remedy waiS provided againft vexatious and trou- 
blefome Suits of fuch Perfons as were not of the King's 
Hou{hould, in the Coui;t of Stewards and Marfhals of 
the King's Houfe; and it was allowed as an Exemption 
from their Jurifdi(9:ion to plead and aver, that they are 
not of the King's Houfe.' 

Secondy * An Allowance was given to all the King's 
Subjefts of England to tranfport Corn, when at a low 
Price, out of the Realm, viz. Wheat at 6 s. Sd. and 
Barley at 3 x. 4 d. the Quarter/ 

Thirds * An Injundiion to all Sheriffs, Bailiffs of Fran- 
chifes, and Coroners, that in Adlions, or Writs of At- 

VoL. II. Q^ taint 
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King Henry VL ^^int of Plea for Lands, of the yearly Value of 40/. they 
do not return or impannel any Perfons but fuch as be 
inhabiting in his Bailiwick, and have an Eftate to their 
own Ufe> in Lands and Tenements, to the yearly Value 
bf 20/. 'or more, on the Penalty of forfeiting 10/. to the 
King, and 10/. to the Plaintiffs in the faid Aftion or 
Wi-its of Attaint; and that no Perfon of lefs Sufficiency 
of Freehold than 20/. a-ycar (hall be fworn in the King's 
Court upon any Iflue in the faid Aftions, if he be by the 
PlaintifR in due Form challenged/ 

Fourth, ' A Permiffion was -given to all Perfons, as 
well Religious as Secular, to appoint themfelves General 
l« -| Attorneys to fue or plead for them in every Hundred or 

I 33 J Weapontake.' And, 

Fifths * A Prohibition was laid upon all Merchants, 
to (hip, or caufe to be (hipped, any Wooll, Woollvfells, 
or other Merchandizes belonging to, the Staple, in any 
Place within this Realm, except at the Keys and Wharfs 
af)lgned by the Statute, where the King's Weights and 
Wt)olls are fct; excepting the Merchants of Genoa ^, 
Venice, Tufcany, Lomhardy^ Florence^ Catalonia, and the 
BurgeiTes of Berwick. 

1^ may not be improper to take Notice of fome Peti- 
tions alfo> of a more public Concern than ordinary, as. 
Petitions in Par- On a Petition oi Humphrey Duke of Gloucejier^ and 
iiament. Dame Eleanor his Wife, the King granted his Letters 

Patent, confirmed by this Parliament, giving Licence * 
to the faid Duke to impark 200 Acres of Land in Green- 
vHch, and that they may embattle their Manor-Houfe " 
there, and build it with Stone; alfo to raife a Tower of 
Stone within the faid Park. 

John Earl of Oxford petitioned for a Pardon for 300/. 
the R^-mainder -of a Fine of 3000/. paid to the King for 
marrying withoutLicence. It was anfwered. That the 
faid Debt was affigned over, but that the King would 
remember him fome other Way. 

Sir Richard PFoodville, Knt, paid to the King looo/. 
as a Fine for marrying Jaquet, or Jaquelitje, Duchefs of 
Bedford, wrthout Licence. This foreign Lady fhewed 
as little Continence in her Widowhood as Queen Kathe- 
ririe had done, bcinp; quickly married again to the afore- 
faid brifk young Knight, afterwards created^ Earl of 

River Sy 

«x In the old Statutes this City of Genoa is always wrote ^eati. 
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, RiverSy by whom (he had feveral Children ; and amongft King Hmty VU 
them the Lady Elizabeth^ who, being Wife to King 
Edward IV. was afterwards Queen of England, 

About this Time died Katherine Queen of England *y 
Mother to Henry VI, an4 it being notified to the King ' 
in Parliament, that his Mpther had made him fole Exe- 
cutor to her Will, the King appointed Robert Raljion^ ■ 
Clerk, Keeper of the Great Wardrobe, John Merfton L ^34 J 
and Richard Alreed^ Efqrs. to execute the faid Queen's 
Will, under the Direction of the Cardinal, the Duke of 
Glaucejler^ and the Biifaop of Lincoln^ or any two of 
them, to whom they fliould account. 

On the Petition of Ifabety late Wife of John BcuUr^ 
of Beanjly^ in the County of Lancajlery Knight, which 
Ifabel^ one William Pull^ of IVirall^ in the County of 
CheJIer^ Gentleman, (hamefully did ravifli ; it was en- 
abled. That if the faid William do not furrender him- 
felf after Proclamation made againft him, that he fhould 
be taken as a Traitor attainted. The faid Ifabel, by 
another Petition, (hewed how the faid William^ by 
Durefs and Means of Imprifonment, inforced her to 
marry him, and, under Colour thereof, ravi(hed her; 
for which (he prayed to have her Appeal 3 which was 
granted. 

The laft Things we find on the Record, tranfaSed ^ e^'^^*' P*^ 
this Parliament, was the King's general Pardon of all **"* 
Treafons, Felonies, Forfeitures, and other Offences ; 
but this does not appear in the Statute -Books. This Aft 
of Indemnity was granted on the fame Day, March 27, 
after the foregoing Subfidies were given, and which was 
the laft of this Parliament. Authority was given alfo to 
the Lords of the Council, to anfwer alt fuch Petitions 
as were not anfwered in this Parliament. 

We have now a Courfe of three Years before we meet 
with another Parliament, the before-given Subfidies be- 
ing to fubfift till then j during which Time our larger 
Englift) Hiftorians are very full in their Defcriptions of 
the French- War, and the various Effefts of it to both 
Nations. But in the Year 1439, the Englijh Govern- 
ment wanting fre(h Supplies, a Parliament was fum- 
Q^ 2 moned 

r She died Jitttuary 2, 1436-7, at Bermondfea, and was buried at JVcJl" 
»infier. Her Boocs arc fliewn, at this Time^ in an open Coffin in lycfi^ 
mivfler Abbey, 
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Anno Regni i8, 

1439- 
At Weftminfler, 
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Kiag Henry VI. moncd to meet on the Morrow after the Fcaft of 
St. Martin^ or November I2, at Wejiminfter, 

At which Time and Place being all affembled, the 
Bifliop of Bath and Wells ^ ftill Chancellor, was- com- 
manded by the King to open the Seffion by a Speech, 
who took for his Subjeft this Text, Adaperiat Dominus 
Cor vejirum in Lege fua^ & in Praceptis fuisy et facial 
Pacetn *. From which Words he endeavoured to draw 
two efpecial Points; the frjiy * What great Defire every 

* Chriftian ought to have to the Reformation of his Life> 

* by the only Means of God ; who, againft all Hardnefs, 
< was to bend and to incline his Heart to God's Laws 

* and Commandments. The fecondy What Thirft every 

* fick Chriftian ought to have, to crave and feek Peace, 

* al^ter his manifold Confitids and Battles in this World. 

* As to the y?r/?. That God Qiould open the Heart, 

* and not the Hearts, fincc the Words were fpoken to 

* the Children ofJfraeli he noted that thereby was meant . 
' a myftical Unity, according to thefe Words in Scripture, 

* Convenit univerfus Ifrael ad Civitatem quaji Homo unus^ 

* eadem Mente^ unoque Confilio\ which, being fpoken to 

* them, was left for our Learning, that we might follow 

* the fame, and might attain to true Peace. 

* To the fecondy By this Word Ifrael is underflood 

* their States, namely, of Princes, of Nobles, of Power, 

* and of Wifdom; all which, 'if they agreed in Unity, 

* there is no Doubt but Peace of Body and Soul would 

* enfue. 

* For the Reftoring of which he told them that this 
f Parliament was called ; remembering them, that the 
^ King would have all Eftates enjoy their Liberties ; 

* then defired the Cofnmons to chufc, and the next Day 

* to prefent, their Speaker to the King.' 

This formal Prelate having ended his Spiritual Ha- 
-^ ^ rangue, the next Day the Commons prefented to the 

T«ESHAM, Efqj King William Trejham^ £fq; who, with the ufual Solem- 
Speaker. hity, was allowed as their Speaker. 

We find, by the Record, that this Parliament fat 
but a fhort Time at Wejiminfler ; for, before they had 
done any Bufinefs, on the 2ift of December they were 
prorogued to the Morrow after St. Hilary^ [Jan, u] 
to meet at Reading. This Prorogation to fo diftant a 

Place 

t Secundo Macbabearum frimo. Record. 
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Place from the other, was becaufe, as the Record tells King fTMryVi. 

us, there was fo much^ufinefs to do at it as could not 

be perfe£ted before Chrtftmas : But Hiftorians acquaint 

us that the Plague then raged in London and IVeftminJiery 

which might be another Reafon for their Removal. 

There is no Account left us of their fecond Meeting ; 

but the Entries on the Rolls are put down as if they were 

all done at one Seflion. 

The Subfidies granted by this Parliament wtfre a full Supplies granted. 
Tenth and a Fifteenth, and half a Fifteenth and a Tenth, 
to be levied on the Laity in fuch Form as was in the 
fourth Year of this King. An Impoft on Woolls was 
alfo'granted for three Years, as An, 14 HenryVl» The 
Commons alfo granted to the King, That all Aliens, 
Men and Women, not Denizens, within the Realm, 
fliould pay to the King, yearly, ibH, for each, being an 
Houfe-keeper ; being none, 6^. 

The fame Authority vvas alfo given to the Treafurer 
oi England^ and others, to make Securities for 1 00,000 /• • 

as in former Parliarhents. An Order was alfo taken for 
the Payment of. the King's Debts, contraded for the . ' 

Provifions of his Hou(hold. 

There were no lefs than nineteen Statutes made in C ^3^ J 
this Parliament, though how long it fat at both Places 
is i^ncertain. The moft remarkable of which A6ts are 
thefe: 

1. * That Cheefe and Butter may be carried out of Aaspaflcd. 
the Kingdom without Licence. 

2. * That Merchant Strangers fhall not fell their Mer- 
chandizes one to another in England -^ but that every 
fuch Merchant Ihall have an Hoft, or Surveyor, ap- 
pointed him at his Landing, by the Chief Office^ of the 
Town or Place where he (hall land, who fliall keep a 
Regifter of all he buys and fells, and take Twopence in 
the Pound of him for all Merchandize by him bought or 
fold, and the faid Merchants fhall fell and buy all with- 
in eight Months. 

3. * That all Perfons, made Juftices of the Peace, 
fbould have Lands and Tenements to the Value of 20/. 
a-year, except in Cities and Corporations.' The Rea- 
fon afligned for this Statute was then, as it has very * 
lately been thought proper, becaufe that fome Perfons 

had been appointed Juftices, who, on Account of their 
0,3 Mean* 
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King Htnrj VI, Meannefs and Incapacity, could not govern or direfl th« 
People; whilft Others, by reafon of their NeceiSties, 
committed great Extortions and*Oppreifions. 

4. * That no Captain fliall detain the Wages of com- 
mon Soldiers, except it be for their Cloathing, under 
fhe Penalty of 20/. for every Spear J and 10/, for a Bow, 
to be paid to the King ". 

5. ' That twtty Perfon muftering and receiving the 
ICing's Wages, who (hall depart from their Captains and 
the King's Service, without apparent Licence granted 
then> by the faid Captains, fhall be punifhed as Fe- 
lons. 

6. * That no Perfon fliall be a Colledlor of Difmes 
and ^inzimes [Tenths and Fifteenths] in any County^ 

r 227 "I who is fo in the City of the fame, except he he able tq 

difpend, in Lands and Tenements, in the faid County, 

lOOs. a-year, over and above all Charges and Reprizes.' 

There are alfo many Petitions on private AfFairs^ 

^hich are not worth Notice; the moft public- fiom th<5 

Commons, with their Anfwers, are as follow : 

p . . Pet. * That no Perfon, once making Fine for not be- 

*°'*'* c ing Knighted, be ever again called for it; and that the 

* Fines be no othef than ufual. 

Anf. The King %vill be ad'vifed. 

Pet, > That every Merchant may lawfully tranfport; 

* all Manner of Hides, Calf-Skins, longFelFs, and TaU 

* low, to what Place he liketh, bcfides to Calais. 

Anf. The King will be advifed. 

Pet, * That no Owner of any Ship be impeached for 

* any Hurt done by hi? Ship to any other Ship on thq 

* Sea, or in Port, or Creek, if he was not a Party there- 

* to. , ■ 

Anf. The fame as before. 

Pet, * That every Colledor of Cuftoms, and Comp» 
^ troder of every Port, may licence the King's SubjetSl^ 

* to tranfport Corn from one Shire or Town to another, 
f taking Surety of Debt, to the Value, that the fame be 

* not carried beyond Sea. 

Anf. jis before. 

Pet, * That no Italian^ or other Merchant, beyond 
f the Straits oi Morocco^ [now Gibraltar"] bring any Mer- 
f chandize into the Realm, but fuch as is the Produce 

U Statute 18 Usury VI. chap, xviiu 
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* of their pwn Countries, for very good Reafons men-' ^ng ^^nry vi. 

* tioned in the Record. 

Anf. The fame as above. 

Pet. ^ That all Spiceries fold in any Port within the 
^ Realm', hy any Merchants Strangers, be as clear gar- 

* belied as the fame is in London.^ 

Anf. The King will be advifed. 

An A<ft was made this Seffion, That the fourth Part 
of the Tenth and Fifteenth &a]l be paid to the Trea- 
.furer of the King's Houihold, in order to make ready 
Payment for the King's Purveyance. And by the faid 
A61 it appears, the Revenues of the Duchies oi Lancafter 
and Cornwall were aUb appropriated to that Ufe. 

On the Petition of the Judges it was enadted, ' That 
all thejuftices of both Benches, Juftices of Aifize, the [ 238 ] 
King's Serjeant and Attorney, fhall yearly, at two Feafts 
of the Year then expreflfed, be paid, and allowed their 
Faes and Liveries, by the Hands of the Clerk of the Ha* 
naper for the Time being, out of the Cuftoms of London^ 
Bri/lol, and KtngJIon upon Hull.' 

The Archbifhop of Roan^ Cardinal of Luxemburg''^ 
to whom the Pope, at the Death of the Biihop of Efyy 
had granted, during the faid Archbiihop's Life, all the 
Profits of the faid Bifhopric, by the Name of Admini- 
ftrator, fhewed his Bull to the King, who utterly rejeS- 
ed it : Notwithftanding, for his Services done in France^ 
jthe King makes him a newGrant of the Adminiftration 
aforefaid. ^ So ftridly was the Statute of Pramunire^ fo 
often mentioned before, adhered to in thofe Days. 

The lad Thing that we think proper to take Notice 
of, among tlic Tranfaftions of this Parliament, is, that, 
in Confideration of the great Plague of Peftilence, fo 
called, it was enadied, ^ That all fuch Perfons as'fliould 
do Homage to the King, holding by Knight's Service, 
(bould do the fame without kijfing him ; and the fame 
Homage to be as good as though the Kifs was given/ 
(On which the. Abridger of the Records makes this wife 
Remark, ' That, by this, it appears that the Cuftom of 
« Homage done in thofe Times doth greatly vary from 

♦ the prefent Ceremony ; for now they are fo far from 
^ killing the King, that they do not fo much as fee 

* him.' 

In 

w CoUier'% Ecclefiafiical Hifiory, Vol. I. p, 668. 
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King Heuiy VI. Jn the 20th Year of this King another Parliament was 

AnnoRcgniao.^^"^^ ^Y ^"^> ^^ ^^^^ ^' JVeftminJier on the Feaft of 

1442. * the Converfion of St. Paul-^ but no more than the Names 

of the Peers fo fummoned are given in the Abridgement 

AxWeftmirtficr. ^f the Records about it. It ftands, however, on the 

^ Roll of Parliament, 20 Henry VJ. aod from thence we 

give this Abftraft of the Proceedings of it. 

The Parliament being met, and the King feated on 
his Throne, in the Painted- Chamber of the Palace of 
Wejlminften John Bifliop of Bath and Wells, ftill Lord- 
Chancellor, declared the Caufe of the Summons, and 
took for his Theme, Rex t^ Thronus ejus Jit innocens. 
On which fliort Text the Chancellor made a very long 
Harangue ; but it being purely fpiritual, and a Sermon 
throughout, in which a great deal of the School-Divinity 
of that Age is intermixed, we (hall omit, and come to 
, his recommending to the Commons to chufe a Speaker; 
which they did, and the next Day p^^efented William 
Tris"am, Efqj 2>C/^^w, Efq; for thatPurpofej who, with the ufaal 
cho(cn Speaker/ Proteftation, was allowed. 

The Taxes and Subfidies granted this Parliament 
A SMbfi4y. were much the fame as in the laft \ a Tax of a Fifteenth 
and a Tenth on all moveable Goods, to be laid on the 
Laity; referving 4000/. of the Money arifing from this 
Tax for the Relief of decaved Towns and Villages, as 
had been done in fome late Parliaments. Some of thefc 
Places are particularly named in thefe Grants, of which 
the City of Lincoln is always one. They alfo granted 
the fame Subfidy on Wooll and Wooll-fells as in the 
laft, for two Years next coming ; wherein is likewife a 
faving Claufe to the faid City, That the Mayor and Ci- 
tizens, and their Succefibrs, (hall (hip ofF yearly fixty 
Sacks of Wooll, at the Ports of Kingjion up(xn Hull or 
Bojion, vvithou't paying any Subfidy. And this extra- 
ordinary Grant is faid, in the Record, to be given in 
Support and Relief of the great Charge they were at 
in the Payment of the Fee-Farm Rent of the faid 
City. 

The fame Kind of Poll-Tax on Aliens, as in the laft, 
was granted by this Parliament, vi%. is. 4^/. on Houfe- 
holders, and. 6d. on thofe that were not ; Tonnage and 
Poundage alfo at the ufual Rates; and all thefe Taxes 
and Subfidies for tv^o Yc^rs to come. 

A 
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A Vote of Credit was alfo paflcd, for the King and King fl«rrjrVl% 
his Council to borrow 200,000 /. and to make Aflu- 
rances for the fame out of the Funds arifing from the 
Subfidies, ^c. 

Amongft the Afts pafTed in this Parliament, ther6 
was one fomewhat particular ; for a Law was made in 
it. That Noble Ladies fliall be tried by their Peers. < A 
Law, fays Mr. Nathaniel Bacon^ now firft ftamped ; 
and ftrange it was, adds he, that it never came before 
into the Breaft of the Law ; but that it came now is 
not ftrange ; for no meaner Perfon than the Duchefs of 
Gloucefter was firft charged with Trcafon j when that 
could not appear, then with Necromancy, very fitly, 
that (he might be tried by the Ecclefiaftical Way of 
Witnefles. She is found guilty, and a Sentence of Pen- 
nance, Imprifonment, and Banifliment pafTed thereup- 
on, after fuch a wild Way, as both Nobles and Com- 
mons pafTed this Law for the Vindication of that Noble 
Sex from fuch hudling Trials for the future *. 

The reft of the Bufinefs of this Parliament runs chiefly 
on private Matters ; a Patent was pafTed in it for crea- 
ting Sir John Cornwall Baron of Milbrook^ with a pom- 
pous Preamble to it, declaring his Defcent, and great 
Services done in the French Wars, fcff. We (hall there- 
fore only fay that they fat till March 27, 1443, ^"^ 
then jvere difTolved, making Way for much greater 
Matters which were tranfa(Sted in fome of the next Par- 
liaments, 

It was not till near three Years after this Period that r ^ -% 
we meet with any Account of a Parliament, when Writs . n*^^ ■' 
were ifTued out, dated at Wejiminfler^ January 13, for °* il^c?'*^ 
one to meet at the fame Place on the 25th oi February AxWeftmit^^ 
following. 

In Prefence of the King fitting in Perfon in his Chair 
of State, and of the Lords and Commons, John Staf^ 
ford^ late Bilhop o{ Bath and JVelU^ but now Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury^ Primate of all Englandy Deputy 
to the See of Romcy and Chancellor of England^ de- 
clared the Caufe of calling this Parliament, and took 

for 

a Nathaniel BacorCz Continuation of an Hiftorical Difcourfe on the Co* 
Y^rnmcnt ^i England, ^c* j), ^^^, 
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King Henry Vh for his Subjeft thefe Words from Pfalm Ixxxiv. Juftitia 
fcf Pax ofculatafunt. 
On which h^ told thenl, * That thro' the great Di- 

* ligence and Condu£l of the Earl of Suffalk^ the King's 

* dear Coufin, and other Noblemen, fent as AmbaiTa- 
The King's * ^ors into Frtinciy ^s well upon a Treaty of Marriage 
llarriagc notified * to be had between the King and Margaret^ Daughter 

* to the King of Sicily y as for to fettle a. Peace between 

* England and France^ the faid Marriage was contrail- 

* ed ; and a Sufpenfion of Arms, for a Time, was grant- 

* ed. He further fa,id. That the faid Earl ftaid in Fr^ince 

* for the (afe Concjuft of the faid Princefs Margaret \nr 
^ to the Realm of England^ by which two Means he 

* nothing doubted, but that, thro' God's Grac^, the 

* faid Truce would end fo well that Juftice and P^ace 
' "* fhould be within this Nation more than it hati been,' 

He then bid the Commons chufe and prefent their 
Speaker to the King. 

On the fecond Day of this Parliament the Commons 
notified to the Lords, that they had chofen their Speak- 
BwRLivrEfqi ^^ > ^"^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^y ^^^y prefent^d fVilliam Burlijy 
chofen Speaker. Efq; to the King; whofe Excufe being reje<9:ed, he was 
" allowed as Speaker, under the common Proteftation, 
This Seflion, we find, by the Record, was continu- 
ed to March the 15th, but no Notice taken of any 
more Bufinefs done in it ; when the Chancellor, by 
the King's Command, with the Affent of the Lords, 
and in the Prefence of the Commons, prorogued th? 
Parliament from that Day to the 29th of ylpril next en- 
fuing, at Wejlminjler aforefaid. 

This Prorogation we may fuppofe was defigned to 

give Time for the new Queen to arrive, who came in- 

r 240 ] ^o England^ under the Conduft of the Earl of Suffolk^ 

about the Beginning of Jpril this Year, and was (rrown- 

ed at Wejlminftery the 3cth of the 'fame Month,, with 

Thf ncwQueenthe ufual Solemnity and Ceremonies. This Lady was 

cfowned. the Daughter of Reyner^ Duke of Jnjouy and titular 

King of Sicifyy Naples and Jerufalem ; Great Names, 

indeed ! but they brought this poor King neither Profit 

nor Authority. The Match was firft propounded by 

the Earl of Suffolk^ at that Time fent as one of Henrys 

Ambaffadors xo treat about a Peac€ with the French 

King, 
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JSing. And, tho' fhe brought no Fortnae wiih her^Kiiigllbri^VI- 

yet it was believed it would prove an efie<^ual Means of 

uniting the Minds of the two contending Princes : For 

fhe, being a near Relation to the King of Frana^ 

might prove the Foundation of a firm Peac« ; which 

would fave England more Treafure than the greateft 

Prince in the World could give with a Daughter *. 

Thefe were the apparent Motives that induced the 
Earl of Suffolk to exceed his CommiffiQn \ and, with- 
out his Mafter's Knowledge, not only to contract him 
in Marnage, 4)ut to undertake, inftead of receiving a 
Portion with the Lady, that the Duchy of Anjou^ with 
the whole Province of Maiuy then in the Hands of the 
Englijhy fliould be given up to her Father,. Though the 
£arl of Suffolk was more zealous than cautious in this 
AfFair, yet knowing well his Mafter Hfnry*s natural 
Miidnefs and Difpofition for Peace, he ventured to take 
this extraordinary Step; which, though at iirft was 
well reliflied in England^ both by the King and People^ 
yet, in the End, proved very detrimental to the Eng^- 
UJh Intereft, and was the Occafion of Suffolk's own De-» 
ftruftion. What Notice was taken of thefe primary [ 241 ] 
Affairs, in Parliament, the Confequence will fliew. 

But before this Parliament fuffercd its firft Proroga- 
tion we find, by the Roll, that, on the 15th Day of 
Marcb^ in the 23d Year of this King and the 19th of ^ 
this Seflion, the Commons, with the Aflent of the Lords, 
granted the King half a Fifteenth and half a Tenth of 
all moveable Goods, referving out of both 2000 /. for 
the Relief of decayed Cities and Burghs, and were pro- 
rogued to the 29th Day of jffr'tl^ as above; which 
then was in the a4th Year of this Reign. From which 
Time they feem to have fat untill the sth Day of Jung^ 
jhe fame Year, without any Bufmefs, entered on Re- 
cord, being done at this fecond Se$on. For on the laftr 

mentioned 

q Volydore Vergil gives th(S Princefs the foUowiqg high Chara£ler : Puil^ 
lorn tarn ultra alias F^tmirtas pulchram quatfi frudentem^ ac Animo fraltr. 
Naturam Sexus praeditam ingentij quod ejus Res gefta quas fuo Ordine me» 
mrabimus perfpicue declararunt. Polyd. Verg. /./^ xxiii. ^. 491. 

Another Foreigner complicueats bis Country Woman in a loftier Strain: 
— — — L'Angleterre navoit point encore vue de Reine plus digne du Tront 
que Marguerite d' Anjou. Nulle Femme ne la furpajjoit en Beaut/, & peu 
d^lJommes regalioient en Courage, 11 fembloit que U del Teut formee a Def- 
Jcin de fuppleer a ce qui manquoit a Jon Mari pour etre un grand Roi, &c» 
p"0/li!un5 Hifl, de RevpUd*An^kUTre» Tom. 11. p« 196, 
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King Henry Vh mentioned Day another Prorogation fucceeded to the 
aoth of O^ober^ next coming, at Weftminjler. The 
Reafon of this laft Prorogation is faid to be a dreadful 
/ Peftilence that then began to break out in the City of 
London and Suburbs of the fame •*, before the Parlia- 
ment had difpatched the great Bufinefs that was before 
them. And alfo becaufe, the Autumnal Seafon ap>- 

Sroaching, the Lords might retire to their Country 
Lecreations, and the Commons better attend Har- 
veft, ^f. 

From the 20th of OSfober^ the Day we muft fuppofe 
this Parliament met again, we find they fat to the 5th 
Day of December^ but no Entry of any Bufinefs, in this 
Interval, is on the Roll \ but, on that Day, it is faid the 
King, by the Advice of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, again prorogued this Parliament to the 24th of 
January next coming at Wefiminjier. The Reafon of 
this lafl: Prorogation is faid to be for that they had more 
Bufinefs before them than they could difpatch before 
ChriJImas, 

From the laft mentioned Day, January 24, a very 
long Series of Bufinefs, dorje by this Parliament, is en- 
tered on the Roll ; and feems as if it was the Sum of 
all they had done fince their firft Meeting, A Detail 
of what may be thought necefl'ary now follows. And 
Another Subfidy The firft Thing of Moment we find is a Grant of 
granted by this another, and a much greater, Subfidy than the laft, viz, 
Farliament. ^ ^j^^j^ Fifteenth and a Tenth, and half a Fifteenth and 
aTenth; referving,out of the former, the Sum of 6000/. 
and out of the latter 3000 /. for the Relief of poor Towns, 
defolate, wafted, and deftroyed ; or, as the Record has 
it, to the faid Fifteenth and Tenth over- greatly charged. 
This Grant was made, we are told, on the gtly Day of 
jiprily which was the laft of the Sitting of this Parlia- 
ment. Tonnage and Poundage, as granted in former 
Parliaments, was alfo fettled for three Years to come. 

The fame Day the foregoing Grants were made, the 
Lord Chancellor of England^ in the Prefence of the 
King and whole Parliament, made a Proteftation, 

* That th« Peace which the King had made with the 

* French King, or rather was about tp make, was mere- 

. . ^ . . . . . ^y 

b ^od in Civitate London et Suburbiis ejufdem gravis Fejiikntia ceper^ 
ifim Qrire, Rot, Pari. %% & 2^ Hen. VI. N^. u. 
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* ly of his. own Motion and Will j and that he was not King Henry VI. 

* inftigatcd thereto by himfelf, or any of the Lords what- 

* foever/ Which Proteft was enrolled. 

On this it was enafted, by the Authority aforefaid^ 

* That the Statute made in the Reign of Henry V. im- 

' porting. That no Peace fliould be made with the Prencbp^^^g^ ^*^ 
^ King that now is, and was then called the Dauphin 
« of France, without the Affent of the Three Eftates of 

* both Realms, fhould be utterly repealed and revoked : 

* And that no Perfon whatfoever fhould be impeached 

* at any Time to come, for giving Counfel to bring 

* about this Peace with France/ 

This extraordinary Aft, which, by the bye, is not in- 
ferted amongft the Statutes of this Parliament, feems to 
have been calculated for a Compliment to the £arl of 
Suffolk, now made a Marquis for this. Piece of Service, 
and to indemnify him from any further Trouble about 
the Match ; for we are told, by the Records, that, on 
the fecond Day of June laft, the Marquis came into the 
Houfe, and made a Declaration of his Services to the 
King, Lords, and Commons, and his Requeft was, that 
they would judge all he had done to be reafonable and 
juft. That, on the 4th oVJune, the Speaker of the Houfe 
of Commons came before the King and Lords, and 
there, in Behalf of their whole Body, highly commend- 
ed the Perfon and numerous Services of the Marquis and t ^4^ J 
Earl of Suffolk, particularly for the King's Marriage, The Marquis of 
and for obtaining tjie Truce with France ; for all which, ^*'#*|'* approved 
at the Requeft of the Commons and Mediation of the J^^^^ for^his" 
Lords, a Vote was pajTed, * That the faid Marquis Condudt therein, 

* fliould be efteemed as a moft true and faithful Subjedl 

* to the King/ 

An Hiftorian of Credit, and more circumflantial in 
Parliamentary Affairs than any other ^, tells us. That 
*.the Marquis of Suffolk made a long and elegant Speech 

* in the Houfe of Lords on this Occafion ; fetting forth 
< the Pains and Labour he had been at in his Ambaffage 
*.into France, as well in concluding a Truce for a Sea- 

* fon, as in making up the Match for the King ; ad- 

* vertifing them, that, as the Truce was to expire, in 

* Jpril, he, like a faithful Subjedl, advifed that all Pre- 

* paration ihould be made for the Prefervation of the 

« King's 

c Samt Danr'el in KcTmet, p* 394i 39 5t Sec Stowe^sCbrortM p. 385. 
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Ki&^ikyryyi, < King's Country in Prance ^ praying them to fake No^^ 

* tice of it, and give him a Difcharge for his Legation.' 

* The next Day he went into the Lower- Houfe, and^ 

* with equal Eloquence, not only fhewed his Fidelity 

* in his Legation, but fet forth what great Charges he 

. * liad been at m attending it, and fetching over the^ 

* Queen ; defiring that this A£tion might be recorded. 

* in the ParKament Rolls, and himfelf be difcharged by 

* both Houfes, with a Corifideration for the Expence. 

* Behold, (adds our Authority) what the Eloquence of 

* Favourites can do ! Few Men of Prudence in either, 
, " • Houfe but knew that the Marquis deferved little 

* Thanks for his Labour, either in making the Peace 

* or the Match ; yet, as if all had been well done for 

* the Nation's Intereft, the very next Day the Speaker 

* of the Houfe of Commons, William Burley^ attended 

* with a great Number of the Houfe, went up to the 

* Lords, afnd defired their Concurrence in a Petition to 

* the King, to reward the Marquis for his Services ; 

* And, to Qiew their Gratitude, they caufed the whole 

* AcSlion to be inrolled, and gave him a whole Fifteenth 

* in Confideration of his Expences.' 

f 243 1 This is our Hiftorian's Account, which differs not 

jtiuch, except in the Embellifhment, from the Records ; 
. and except the Fifteenth given to the Marquis, of 
which there is no Mention in the Records, nor in any 
of our antient Chronicles. A modern Hiftorian remarks 
that this was one of thofe Parliaments chat was mana- 
ged by Court Intrigues j which, adds he, has been too 
often the Cafe. This plainly appeared in a Refolution 
to return the Marquis of Suffolk public Thanks for ne- 
gotiating the King's Marriage, without any Advantage 
accruing to either King or State, by uniting him to a 
Family that was a mortal Enemy to both ". 

There are no lefs than eighteen feveral A<Sls, fome 
new, and others explanatory, which were pafled this 
Seflion, and are in our Statute-Books. The Heads of 
thofe, that chiefly regard the public Concern, are thefe : 
* A Rehearfalof the Statute made 15 Hen.VI. chap. IL 
touching Licence to tranfport Corn, when Wheat doth 
not exceed 6s, id. and Ba/ley 3 j. 4-t/. the Quarter, 

madf 

• « Rapin, Foli» Edition, 565, 
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made perpetual' ^. No Man fhall be SherifF or Under- K»°fe ^^''ry ^^ 
Sheriff, fcff. above a Year. No Sheriff fhall let to 
^arm his County or Bailiwick : The Sheriffs and Bailiffb 
Fees in feveral Cafes limited.' 

* An A<a for the ordering and levying the Wages of 
the Knights of Parliartrent. Who mail be Knights for 
the Parliament. The Manner of their Eledion. The 
Remedy where one is chofen and another returned, &c* 

The King's Letters Patent under the Great Seal of 
Engknd^ and under the Seal of the Duchy of Lancafter^ 
jnade to John^ Cardinal and Archbifliop of Canterbury^ 
and feveral others, relating to fome Poffeffions in the 
faid Duchy ; and three other Letters Patent under the 
Seal only of the Duchy of Lancajler^ made to the Per- 
fons aforefaid, of feveral Poffeffions to the Performance 
of the Laft Will and Teftament of the prefent King, 
were read and confirmed by the whole Eftates in Par- 
liament. 

The King's Letters Patent for the Erefiion and En- 
dowment oi Eaton College, founded 20 Henry VL with 
all the Lands and Liberties then and now granted, C ^44 1 
were efpecially declared and confirmed by Parliament. 
As alfo the like Letters Patent of the King's, made 
for the ere<9:ing and endowing a College [King's College'} 
in Cambridge^ were publickly read and confirmed by 
this Parliamem. 

The new Queen feeing the Marquis of Suffolk^ 
who is faid by Hiftorhns to be too great a Favourite 
with her, particularly honoured for his Services by the 
Lords and Reprefentatives of the Nation, found it no 
Difficulty to get her eafy Hufband to join in conferring . 
new Dignities upon him. He was prefently raifed from q^j^^^ and Min» 
Marquis to Duke of Suffhikj and had feveral Manors the Management 
and Wardfliips given him to fupport this new Dignity ; of the Kingdom, 
and, having the Queen's Heart, who certainly managed Meaiw,^^"* 
the King as fhe pleafed, this new Duke may properly 
be then faid to be the greateft Man in the Kingdom. 

The Perfon that flood the moft in their Way to an 
abfolute Rule, was Humphrey ^ for his great Humanity 
and Hofpitality, juftly called the good Duke of GIou- 
cejier. This Nobleman had been long engaged in a • 

mortal 

X This was done, £iys U^lh to p!eafe the People ; ad caelum VulgU 
And was agaia confirmed by Eikvard IV. 
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Kiiig ^rifry VI* mortal Quarrel with his half-bred Uncle, Henry Beau^ 
fort^ the haughty BiQiop of Winchejier \ as the former 
Part of thefc Inquiries, and the larger Englijh Hiftori- 
ans; do more particularly relate. The Duke had afted 
in his Proteftorfhip with great Wifdom and Caution ; 
yet even in that great Poft he could not efcape a Snare 
laid for him by the Cardinal, and his other Enemies. 
His Duchefs was accufed of tampering and dealing with 
Witches and Conjurers, in order to deprive the King of 
his Life, and raife her Hulband to the Crown. The 
fuperditious Ignorance of that Age made this Accufation 
c^fily credited \ and, being found guilty along with her 
Accomplices, they fufFered Death, and (he a ihameful 
Pennance and a perpetual Imprifonment* 

The new Favourite, as hath' been faid, having found 
he could not have all Things within his Gripe without 
They contrive removing this great Man, foon contrived to efFecSb it, 
the Ruin of the The firft Step that the Queen and her Minion took, was 
DukcofGAi*- jQ ggj jhe Duke of Gloucejler not only difplaced from 
having any Command about the King's Perfon, but even 
£ 24c 1 f*^^"^ ^^^ Council. Not long after they accufed him of 
feveral Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; all which the Duke 
cleared himfelf fo well of, that he was honourably ac- 
quitted of them before the King and Council. 

This Difappointment did but aggravate his Enemies 
the more againft him, and many other Snares were laid 
to catch him ; for it was judged they durft not openly at- 
tack a Man of his Character, who was really the People's 
Darling. But a more plaufible Expedient was at laft 
thought of; a Parliament was refolved to be called, 
where he was to be apprehended for fome Charge of 
High Treafon, committed to clofe Cuftpdy, and then 
they thought they might have their Will of him. 
A Parliament Accordingly we find, by the Records, that Writs 
^led or at ^^^^ g^^ iflued out for calling a Parliament to meet at 
Cambridge on the lOth of February^ 1447 5 ^wt after- 
wards, for Reafons of State no doubt, other Writs were 
Anno Regni 115. difpatched after them to fummon the fame Peers, by 
1447- Name, to meet in Parliament, on the lame D«y, at 
SuEdmttn^Jbury% St, Edmundjbury\ when being all met, Lords and Com- 
mons, in the Refedlory of the Abbey there, John Arch- 
bifliop oi Canterbury ^^ Primate, Legate, and Chancellor, 
as before, opened the Seiiion by the King's Command, 

and 
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and took for his Theme thefe Words : S^ui autem ineunt King Henry yu 
Pacts Concilia^ fequitur illas Gaudium. 

Before the Chancellor handled his Text, he thou^t 
fit to acquaint the Aflembly, * That, between the Am* 

* bafTadors of the Engltjh and French Kings, an Agree- r ^^g -i 
^ ment was made, that the two Kings ihould have an *- ^ ^ 
^ Interview ; and that fufficient AfTurance would be gi- 

^ ven for his Majefty's Paffage beyond Sea, his fafe Re- 

* fidence there, and Return: For which Reafon the 

* King defired their Advice, and would aft accordingly/ 

Afterwards, in repeating his Text, ^i autem^ i^c^ 
he faid, * There were three Kinds of Counfels ; the 
^/ry?. Of the Wicked, utterly to be ihunn'd, accord- 

* ing to the Saying of the Pfalmiji^ Beatus eft Vir qui 

* non amhulavtt in Conjilio Impiorum : The fecondy Of 

* the Good and Learned, who go with Circumipeftion, 

* according to Ifaiah vi. Finito Confilio fufcepit aSiior in 

* Domu fua^ ^ fecit Cwnam magnatn : The thirds Of 

* the Holy Ghoft, expelling all Doubts by working in- 
^ wardingly, according to the Pfalmifty ConJUium autem 

* Domini in eetemum manet ; Cogitationes Cordis ejus a 

* Generatione adGenerationem^ He concluded as ufual, 
defiring the Cqpmons to chufe and prefent their Speaker; 
and put them in Mind that the King's Will was, all 
Eftates ihould enjoy their Liberties. i 

The Receivers and Triers oiEngliJh and Foreign Pe- 
titions to this Parliament being appointed, on the fecond 
Day the Commons prefented, as their Speaker, ^///tWot Whliam 
Trejham, Efq; whofe Excufe being rejefted, he ^^^hlla^t^^^l^! 
with the common Proteflation, allowed. 

It is very remarkable, after this ufual Preamble, that 
the Heads of all the Afts made in this Parliament, in the 
Statute-Books, are comprized in two Lines ; and what 
is mention'd on Record is little or nothing to the Purpofe, 
Authority given to the King's Council for borrowing 
100,000/. fome Grants of the King to his new-erefted 
Colleges oi Eaton and Cambridge \ and an Exchange in 
the new Queen Margarets Revenues of 4666 Li^s.j^d. 
out of the Cuftoms, &c. for fome Lands and Heredi- 
taments fettled on her, during Life, confirmed, was 
every Thing material done in this Parliament j except 
another Article, which may lead us into an Inquiry about 
this ftrange Proceeding of calling a Parliament on fuch 

Vol. IL R a uifling^ 
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KUg Hutry V(.a trifling Occafson ; and when there were no Subfidietf 
aiked nor given, nor any other Buftneft of Moment done 
at it. The Article is this : * That it is by the King 

< and Parliament ena£led. That EUanery the Wife of 

< the lati Duke oiGkuceftgr^ fliall be utterly barred from 

* claiming any Dower of any of the Hereditaments, bfc. 
•ofthefaidDuke V 

By this it appears that another Motive, and which hath 
been hinud at before, was the Occafion of calling this 
Parliament ; and fince it has been fo carefully kept out 
of the Records^ the more general Hiftoriaos muft inform 
us. 

* With the new Year, favs one ^, the Lords began 
^ to prepare for meeting in Parliament at Bury ^ ; and 

* that the Duke of Ghucsfter might fear no Evil, alt 

* Things at Court w^ra carried with great Smoothnefs 
^ towards him ; but Care was taken to have it whifpered 

< in his Ear, that it was necefTary he fliould be at it, to 
^ prevent the Defigns of the Queen and her Party. The 

< good Duke, not at all jealous of iU Pra&ices, but re- 

* taininghis old Zeal for the Commonwealth, hearken'd 

< to the Caution, and, with the reft of the Lords, came 

< to the Place at the Time appointed, ready to attend 

* the National Buiinefs. 
< On the firft Day of the Seffion all Things went well 

^ enough, and the Ceremonies at the Opening of a Par- 

* liament were performed as ufual. But on the fecond 

* HzyxYithoxABiaumcfify thenHigh-Conftableof^v^- 
^ land J being iccompanied with the Dukes of Bucking* 

< bam and Somerfet^ and many others, arretted the Duke 

* of Ghucefiir and put him in Cuftody under a ftrong 

* Guard : His Servants were all taken /rom him, and 

* thirty- 
fa This A A-^cgtns chat : * The Ktiif, confidering tke great Mirgover- 

iwncc of jiiianort that iva« Wife of his Uocle, late Duke of GUuceflir, &c* 
This Ad was made on the 3d ofMarch, by which it appears that the Dulce 
vras dead before that Time. Rot. Pari. 25 Henry VI. N^. 17. 

c Sam, Daniel by JC^nnet, p. 396. 

d To which Town all.thc Commonalty of the whole County of Suffolk 
were warned to attend the King there, in their moft defcnHble Array. 
¥abUn%Cbrdn, Anno 1447. Hollingjhead writes, That l^ury was pitched 
upon as a much properer Place to execute their Pnrpofe againft the Doke« 
than either Wefiminjier or London^ on Account of his great Popularity^ 
Cbron, p. 627. 

y, Stowe (ays that the Roads ab&ut Bury were all kept by armed Men, 
both Day and Night, fo th«t many died of Cold and Watching. CbrM» 
p. 386. 

e He is called, in the Lift ef Peert, Jobn Lord Vifcount Beaumont^ 



The Duke of 
Gloucefiar ar- 
refted. 
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« thirty-two of them fcnt 10 diffmnt Pridm. Tto Na- King Ifaff VI* 

* tioQ was in great Amaze at this fudden Adion* and 

* every Man was inquifitive to know what new Matter 
' was found out againft the Duke^ who bad fb lately 

* cleared himfelf of all that could be alledged aeainft 
^ him. His Enemies thought it neceflary to layiome 

* Crime to his Charge, ana therefore gave it out that 

* Humphrey Duke of GUuaJler, with his Train of Sci^ 

* vants^ had traiterouily confpired to kill the King, that 

* be might fet the Lady Eleanor^ his Wife, at Liberty. 

* A ridiculous Charge, but yet fufficlent to quiet the 
' People* whom they only feared in the Execution of 

* their Defign; for the more improbable bis Crime was, 
^ the eafier it would be to free himfelf; and fo the People 

* relied content with the Senie of his Wifdom and Inno- t ^4^ J 
^ cency. But bis Enemies had contrived otherwife, that 
^ he fliould never come to his Defence ^ ; for the Night 

* after his Commitment, as fome fay, but others a few And oiurdera 

* Nights after s, he was foimd dead in his Bed, and his privately, 

* Bod^ewed to the Lords and Coqimons aflembled in 

* Parliament, and lay expofed to the open View of all 

* Comers for fome Time ; in which, becaufe no Signa 

* of a violent Death appeared, it was reported that he 

* died of an Apoplexy, or Impofthume. But becaufe 

* none, of his Servants fufiered afiter his Death, whicli 

* they ought to have done, had they been guilty of High 
^ Treaton, as was alledged againft them, (though five of 

* them were condemned, and, when near their £xecu- 

* tion, were pardoned by the Duke of Suffblt*s Means ^) 
R 2 «it 

f The Hiflory of Creylgndt contemporary, fpeakt thus of the Duke, 0m 
tdRefpoH/uM non admijfut^ ntc judidali Examine ceruUmnatus, Vefptrtjofftt 
& incclumis. Mane (prob bolerj mertuus elatus eft ^ oftenfus^ Hift* Croy- 
land. Continuation p. 521. 

S Fabian fays within fix Days itfter the Duke wai arrefted. Cbnn* 
Ana$ 1447. 

John Stowe, twenty-four Dayi j and that fome faid the Duke died for 
Sorrow, that they would not bring him to his Anfwer. Chron, p. 386. 

^ Their Names were Sir Roger Chamberlain, Knt. Middleton, Herbert^ 
and Arthur, Efqra. and one Richard Needtam, Yeoman : They were fen* 
tenced to be drawn, hangM, and quartered ; of which the Drawing and 
Hanging were put in Execution ; but when they were cut down to be 
quartered, and marked with a Knife for that Purpqfe, the Marquis of Suf* 
folk, there prcfent, ihewed the King's Pardon for them, anil they were 
i releafed. A dangerous Experiment. Fabian, ibid, 
I The Pardon is in the PuhJie ji^i ; at the End of which is the Date at 
JVeftminfier, June ^i and then. Per Jpfum Regeaa,,^ de Data pr^di&a^ 
A^mtati Parliamenti* Fad. Ang. T^om* XJ. /. ii$> 
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King Henrj VI. « j^ ^as generally thought a fufficient Ground to belfevc 

* that he was murdered by the Queen's Means j and 

* fomc were fo particular as to report that he was ftran- 

* gled between two Pillows, or Feather Beds, as Thomas 

* Woodjlock^ Duke oi Gloucefier before him, had been; 
^ others, that he had an hot Spit run up his Fundament, 

* as King Edward II. had ; others affirmed, that he died 

* of mere Grief, becaufe he faw he muft now fall a Sa- 
^ crifice to his Enemies Malice, without being allowed 

* to defend himfclf ; all which Conjeftures have little 

* Foundation. The moft Difcreet judge he was mur» 

* dered ; but, being tranfafted in private, it was not fafe 

* to determine by what Means.' 

C 249 ] I^ is more than barely probable that this laft Con- 

- . jeflure is right : A Parliament had been fummoned on 
fo trifling an Occafion as is mentioned in. the Lord- 
Chancellor's Speech; and which, by the bye, was a 
mere Pretext, for not one Word more is mentioned in 
the Records or Hiftory, relating to the Royal Interview 
there fpoken of: On which we may well fuppofe that 
it was a Trap laid to catch the Duke, and the Event too * 
plainly (hews that his Death, either public or private, 
•was the principal Defign of it. 

The Death of this great Man was, very foon after^ 
revenged upon his Enemies; the Cardinal Biibop of 
Winchefter died within a Month of him, and, as we are 
told, in great Agonies both, of Body and Mind. And 
tho' the Queen and the Duke of Suffolk now managed 
both the King and Kingdom without Controul, yet the 
Reign of the latter was very (hort-lived, as the Courfe 
of thefe Inquiries will fhew. The Method they took to 
govern, was very oppreffive and intolerable to the Sub- 
je<Ss ; and tho' the Queen made Ufe of her Hufband's 
Nattfie, yet ihe could fcarcely hide her Ufurpation, be- 
caufe, in England, jhe Queen Confort haih.no Power, 
but Title only. 
The Duke of ' '^^^ Death of the Duke of Gloucejler had yet another 
Tork^s firft At- ill Confequence, by opening a Door to the Duke of TorJk 
tempts for the to put in his Claim to the Crown, which he never durfl 
have done, wh'ilft a Man of fuch Wifdom and Popula- 
rity as the former flood in his Way. It does not appear 
that York had any Hand in the Duke's Murder ; but it 
may be well fuppofed that he was glad to fee it a£):ed by 

others ^ 
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Others, and that the Queen and her Minion w^nt on inking ^<»ry vi» 
the Governitient in the arbitrary Manner they did. In a 
iimall Time after Duke Humphrey's Death, he began to 
reprefcnt to his Friends the Mifery of the Nation, which, 
under the Name of a King, weak and unable to govern, 
was ruled by an ambitious Queen and her Favourites. 
He firft put it into their Heads, that it was neceiiary to 
pitch upon fome other Perfon to be King, fince the pre- 
sent King had depofed himfelf, in EffeA, by fufFering 
the Queen and Suffolk to over-rule all ; that King Hinry 
was really a good Man, but fitter for a Cloifter than a 
Palace, therefore the Kingdom was to be put into better [ 250 ] 
Hands than thofe of Women and Favourites. Having 
thus artfully infufed into their Minds a general Difcon- 
tent, he next put forward his own Title to the Crown ; 
which, allowing Hereditary Right to be valid, was in- 
dubitable. Yet added. That tho' he would not vainly 
vaunt himfelf fit for fo great ah Office^ he might boldly 
claim the Crown as his Right; and hoped that the Di- 
ligence and Valourf" he had (hewn in France^ for the Pre- 
i^rvation of the Englijh Dominions in that Kingdom, 
were Demonftrations enough to prove, that he had the 
true Spirit of an Englijhman in him, and was zealous in 
alL Things for the Good of the Nation. 

Thus much is thought proper to be faid, tho* fome^ 
what digreiBve from our Parliamentary Defign, in order 
to keep up a Connection in Hiftory, and to fliew at what 
Time thofe great Difputes between the two Houfes be- 
gan, which near overturned the whole Kingdom. It 
was two Years after the lafl that we meet with another 
Parliament, which was called by Writs dated at IVeft^ 
minjiery Jan. 2, to meet at the fame Place on the 1 2th 
of February following. The firfl Peer now named on 
the Lift is Richard Duke of York, 

On the Day appointed, being all met in the Painted- Anno Regni 27. 
Chamber of the Palace, John Archbifhop of Canterhury^ 1449. 
Chancellor of Englandy declared the Caufe of the Sum- AtfTeftmnfi^r, 
xnons, and made a notable Declaration; but what it was 
the Records take no further Notice. Three Days after 
the Commons prcfented John Say^ Efq; for their Speaker, John Say, Kfq- 
who was allowed ; and foon after a Grant of half aTenth chofcn Speaker. 
^n4 half a Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity, pafied 
R 3 both 



Digitized by 



Google 



262 ^e Parliamentary History 

King Bt§ry VI. both Houfes j rcferving out of the Monies arifing from 
this Tax the Sum of 3000/. for the Relief of poor 

A Sabfid/f TownSf £^f. A Grant alfo of Tonnage and Poundage, 
for five Years to Come, on all Merchants whatfoever, 
with an Addition of 3 J. more on Aliens as well of the 
Hans * Towns as otherwife. Authority was likewife 
given to the Council of State to borrow too,ooo/. as 
well upon the King's Revenue as his Jewels, k^c. 

This Parliament fat from the Date above to the 4th 
Day of Jpril^ without doing any other Bufinefs ; and 
then, on Account of the approaching Feftival of Eajter^ 
as is faid, it was prorogued to the 7 th Day of May next 
coming, at Wijiminfier, They fat at this fecond Sef- 
iion, we find^ only to the 30th of this Month, and then 
were again prorogued and adjourned to the i6th Day of 
yune^to meet at fFinche/lir*^, The Reafons given for 
this laft Adjournment, or Prorogation, are, firft, becaufe 
the Feftival of Pentic^ was approaching, and for the 
Salubrity of the Air ; that of London^ as well as fVeJi^ 
mnfler^ being thought unwholfome and infedlious. 

At this Meeting of the Parliament at fVinchtJier^ we 
find that another Grant of half a Fifteenth and half a 
Tenth was paflTed, with a Referve of 3000 /. out of it, 
for the Relief of poor Towns, i^e. The fame PolU 
Tax of 16^. a Head was hid on all foreign Merchants, 
being Houfekeepers, and bd, on all the reft, who then 
Knothcr with ^^^^^^ ^" England. An additional and very particular 
|PoU-Tm. Tax, of ,6 J. 8^r a Head, was laid on every Merchant 
Venetian^ Italian^ Januey^ [Gemefe'] Florentyn^ MyUners^ 
[Milanefe^ Lucans^ Cataloners^ Albertffis^ Lumbards^ 
iianjiirsy Prujiers *, &c. and 20 rf. a Head on each of 
their Clerks. l»aftly, the old Subfidy on Wooll, bV, 
was granted for four Years to come. 

All thefe extraordinary Grants, fo near one another 
as to be given in one Parliament, fliew that the Govern- 
ment had great Occafion for Supplies at that Time: 
And indeed fo it appears by the very next Article on 
t ?S? ] Record, in which wc are. told that a Meflage from the 
Ji)uke of Somerfet^ the King's Lieutenant in France^ was 

deli- 

i From the Merchants of the Hani and ^Imairne, dff. Rpt. paf), 
%^ henry VI. No. 9. 

It Proregawt & adjornhvit. Rot, ParL 27 Henry VI, No, 12. 

i Wc have extraacd thcfc Jf amcs qut of the Record, to fliew the Extent 
^ Trade in thofe Days, 
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delivered to this Parliament virbatim^ by the Lord Ha/l- KiRg H^j' vi^ 
ingsy Chancellor of FnmcM^ and the' Abbot oiGhuceJieri 
importing. That the great Prcparation9 the French were 
• making, were fuch, that, if a War ihould happen, then 
the Country of Normandy was not able to defend itfelf% 
And as the Truce was to endure but for fourteen Months^ 
it was neceflary to acquaint the King and Council, in 
Difcharge of the faid Duke, that they might provide ac-^ 
cordingly. The whole of this Mefiage, which was deli- 
vered fingly to the Parliament by the Abbot of Ghueefier^ 
is in the Records ; and fince it gives an txz& Account 
how the Englijh Affairs ftood in France at this Time, the 
Reader may not be difplf afed with it in the Abbot's own 
Words, it is introduced in this Manner : . 

* y^Redence ', by my Lord of Somerfet^ Lieutent of 

* V--I France and Normandy^ committed ^ to the Lord 

* Haftlng^ Chancellor of Fraunee and the Abbot of G/w- 
^ cejier^ opened bv the Mouth of the feid Abbot in the 

< Parleipent by tne King's Commandement, bothe to 
^ the Lordes and Commyns* 

* Hit is not unknowne to your grete Difcretione, how 

* it liked our Soveraigne Lord not lang ago to commit 

* the Governance of the Contrees, now beyng under his 

* Obeifance in his Reme of Fnfunce and Duchie of Nor^ 

* mandie^ to the high and mighty Prince my Lord of &• 

* merfet \ the which Prince in his notable Wyfdome, fee*" 

* y ng, by Experience, the grete, continuell, and daily Da- 
« in ages that ther been don by the Adverfaries; feeyng 
^ alfoe the verray Liklynefle within fhortTime of intolie^ 

* rable Hurt thereof, lafle then covenable and fpeedfull 

< Remedie be prudently purveied here, fent hider my 

* Lord Haftingy Chanceller of Frounce^ and me in his 

* Company, with Letters of Credence to our Soveraigne 

* Lord to let his Highnefe have Knowlethe of the doubt^ 
^ full and dangerous Difpofition of that Contree, the 
^ which Credence as his Highnefs hath commanded,, as 

* compcndioufly as that I can, 1 ihall open to your Wyf* 

* domes. 

* Our Credence containeth principally three Things j 

* the firft is to (hew the grete Puiflance and long-advifed 
^ Qrdennance, furni(hed with all Maner Abilements of 

* Ware 
> M. ?arU a; Ucnrf VX, N«. 17. 
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King Henry VI. , Werfc of th^adverfc Party, the which daily fortefie and 

* repaire and ftuffe all their jGarifons in the Fronters of 

* the King's ObeiiTance, armed in grete Nombre agenft 

* the Tenour of the Trewes, doyng Murdres innume- 

< rabies, takeings the King's Subgetts Prifoners, as it 

* were pleyne Wcrre, with other grete and lamentable 
^ Injuries, as open Robberies, Oppreflions, and Pilieries, 
^ without Nombre, of the which OfFenfes they had be 

* diverfe Tymes fomond and required by my faid Lord 
^ ^ of Somerfet to make Cefle, and repair them after the 

* Tenour of the Trewes ; but nether Remedie ne re- 
^ fonable Anfwer may in any wife as yit hadde; where- 
^ fore it may be prefuppofed by their froward Dedes 

* and contrarious Difpoficon, that their Intencipn is not 

* to procede efFedluelly to eny good Conclufion of Peas. 

^ Alfoe the King's Oncle hath commanded, and made 
^ trye, thorogh all his Obeiflance, that all Nobles pre- 

* pare them to be redy horfed, armed, and in all wife 
^ abilled, as longeth to Men of Armes, within fifteen 

* Dayes Warning, upon Peyn of Forfeiture of all their 
« Liflod, the Nombre of which Men is grete ?ind irtefti- 

* mable. 

* Alfoe femblably the King's Oncle hath commanded 
^ to be cried in every Parifli of his Obeiflance, under 
^ the fame Paine of Forfeiture, that every thirty Men 

* furnifh a Man horfed and armed in Briganders and 

* Leg-Harnefs, with a Long Bo we qr a Crofle Bo we, and 

* charged expreflely that they do non other Labour but 

* excercife them to their faid Bowes and Harneys, the 
^ Nombre of which Men fo abiled and arayed as it is feid 
^ by credible Perfons, that of Refon fliuld thereof have 
^ verray Knovvlethe, excedith 6q,Q0Q ^en i this i$ the 
^ firfl: Part our Credence. 

* The fecond Part is to fliew, that if the Werre fliuld 

< fall, as God defend, the Contrey of Normandie is in 

* no wife of itfelfe fufficeant to make Refiftence againft 

* the grete Puifl'ance of the feid Adverfaries for many grete 
f Confideracions ; firft, for there is no Plape in the King's 

* Obeiflance there purveied, neither in Reparations, Or- 

* denance, neither in eny Maner Artillerie ; but well 

* nigh all Places ben in fuch Ruyne, that though the 
^ werre ftufl^ed with Men and Ordenance, they be io 
f ruinous that they be unable to be defended and kept, 

* the 
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the which Reparations and Ordenance to be purveledKiog HtttrfVU 
fufficeantly, wold drawe to ineftimable Cofts. 

* A^oe all the laft Grant of the Ayd in NormandU^ 
it was openly purpofed by Three Eftates there that the 
general Poverti of the Contree was fo grete, that it 
was impoifible for them to bere eny more hereafter, 
fuch Charges as they bore herebyfore, wherfor^ they 
defired to have Nombre of Men of Wcrre made leffe, 
or elles to ihew to the King's Highnefs that ther might 
be had Good of England to here the feid Charges, for 
of Neceffite they feid they mofte be fpared for certeyn 
Yeres of fuch Payments, or elles they mofte be nedly 
conftrayned to goo thee way and forfake the Contree, 
and fuffer the Land to be abandoined to the Adver-; 
faries, the which God ever defend. ^ This is feconj 
Part of our Credence. 

* The third Part is to remember that the finall Terme 
of the laft Trewes approcbeth faft 5 for as your Wyf- 
domes have well in Mind, hit {hall laft now not four- 
teen Months ; and therefore it is thoght right high 
Time to begynne your Purveiance for the Safegard of 
that noble l^and ; wherefore my Lord of Somerfet 
mooft humbly befeketh the King's Highnefs, tenderly 
prayeth all my Lordes his Confeillcrs, and herty will- 
eth all your Wyfdomes to have that noble Land in your 
good and fpeciall Remembrance, calling to your Mind 
the grete, ineftimable, and well-nigh infinite Coft and 
£fFufion b(yth of Golde and Blode that this Land hath 
borne and fufFied for that Land Sake ; whereof the 
ihamefuU Loffe, the which God ever defend, fliuld 
not oonly be to the irreparable Hurt of the comin 
Profite, but alfoe a cverlafting Spite and perpetuall 
Denigration in the Fame and Renoune of this noble 
Reame: In efchewing whereof, and alfoe left his 
Silence, in this Behalfe, might, in anywife, be leyed 
hereafter, my feid Lord of Somerfet^ for his true Ac- 
quitall, g^ve us in Commandement to open his Cre- 
dence, on this Behalfe, to the King's Highnefs, or to 
fuch as it pleafed his Grace to command to here u^ ; 
wherfore fith by his Commandement ye have benyngly 
herd us, as we have in the Name of my feid Lord of 
Somerfet^ in the moft humble wife befowght the King's 
Highnefs, and lowly prayed all the my Lordes in this 
- ^ * prcfcnt 
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Ki0ilCf«r)r VI.C prefent Parliament aflembled ; in likewife tenderly we 

< defire all your Wyfdomes ahat now reprefent all the 

< Coinynt of this Land, that it like you to wey ^11 all 

* the donfiderations of this Credence in your grete Dif- 

* cretions, and to help to purveye fuch Aide, Remedte, 

< and Brief Expedition as the Mefices of the Mater le- 

* quired/ 

WTMmMMi loA '^^^ EftgUJh Gorernment took fome Alarnt at this 
ffmUMdj loft, j^gflpagg^ gnd being well provided with Money by the 
late Subiidies, a confiderable Reinforcement was fent 
over to the Duke Regent ; but thefe had ill Luck, and 
were moft of them cut ofF; after which the Duke of 
Sotmrfet gave up Caen to the Funebj and, in fliort, all 
Ndrmandy^ thirty Years after it had been conquered by 
Henry V. 

A Motion Was made in this Parliament, that the Sol- 
diers Wages at Calais y and the Charge of the Reparations 
there, be paid out of the Subfidy on Woolls -, which was 
granted '^. This Motion produced an A6t, which bore 
this Title, < fiecaufe in the Reign of King Edward IIL 

* the Subfidies and Cuftoms of the Staple of Calaif was 

* 68,000/. yearly, and m>w is not above 12,000/. there* 

* fore no Licence granted, or to be granted, by the King, 

* (ball be available for the Carri^e of WooUs, Fells, 

* or Tin, to any Place out of the Realm but to Ca/ais : 

* And whofoever doth obtain, accept, and put ia £xe- 

* cution any fuch Licence, (hall be out of the King's 
•Proteflion.* 

Alfo it was enacted, That if Woollen Cloths, made 
in this Realm, (hould be prohibited or not accepted in 
Holland, Brabant, and Zeland, under the Dominion of 
f 252 ] the Duke of Burgundy ^ then no Merchandize, growing 
or wrought within any of his Countries, (hall come into 
England^ on Pain of Forfeiture thereof**. 

Upon Contention between fVilliam Earl of Arundele 
and Thomas Earl of Devon ^, for Superiority of Place in 
Council and Parliament ; it was enacted by the King 

and 

a Twenty Shillings out of th« Tax on every Pack of Wooll, and as 
much out of that of 240 Wooll-feih^ was alioweU for that Purpofe. Rotm 
Farl» 27 Htnry VI. N^. 17. 

o Statutes at large ^ cap. 1,1. 

P William Fim-Alan, Earl of Arundele^ 7h9mM C%urtauy^ £»rl of /)<vai»« 
puidaWi Barerage, Vol. ]. p, 3x3, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ENGLAND. 267 

and Lords, with the Ad/ice of the Judges, That the faid^*°8 ^^^^^ ^^ 
Earl olArundiU and his Heirs, by reafon of the Caftlc 
and Honour of Arundele^ fhall for ever enjoy the Prchc- 
minence m the Prefence of the King and clfewherc, 
above the faid Earl of Devon^ as wormipfully (fo faith 
the h&) as any of his Anceftors, Earls of ArundeU be- 
fore that Time, ever had. And yet it ijs obfcrvablc» 
thit, in all the fucceeding Lifts of Peers fummoned to 
Parliament, the Earl of Devon is always placed before 
the Earl of ^rK«A/^. 

But the moft remarkable Thing done this Parliament, An Attenn* of 
was by the Bilhops ; who now made a ftrong Pufli to^^^J^]^ 
have the Aft of Pramunire repealed. They had made of Pr^nmmirt 
confiderable Intereft in both Houfes to efFeft their De- p«»vm iacflMa#- 
fign, but it was in vain. The greater Part of the Lords ^* 
and Commons were fo zealous for the Continuance of 
it, that they were conftrained to endure that Eye-fore $ 
and, fays an Author, it remains in Force, to this Day^i. 
This Parliament fat to the i6th D^y of July ^ 1449, and 
(hen was dilTolved. ' 

• 

We have hinted before that the EngVtJh Affairs in 
France were in a very bad Situation at that Time. The . 
Lofs of Normandy is afcribed, by an Hiftorain % to three ^^^^^^^ ^**"" 
Caufee ; Firjiy The Treachery of the Natives there j" 
who, tho' natural-born Subjefts to the King of England^ 
yet being French^ in Language and Cuftoms, they af- 
fefted Subjedtign moftly to the French King. Secondlyy 
The Duke pf Somerfa^s Avarice, who kept not the t 253 3 
Garrifons full as he ought to have done, that he might 
pocket the Money allowed for Soldiers. And, lajily^ 
The Divifions at home, in which the Great Ones en- 
gaged with fo much Zeal, that they bad no Regard to 
Affairs abroad. 

The Loffes in France being known in England^ itA Pariiam(ai«: 
bred a general Difcontent amongft the People j andthe^'^^I^Y*' "^^** 
Fault was totally laid on the, Queen and her Miniftry. ^'^^^*"^' 
The Ibudeft Exclamations were raifed againft the Duke 
of Suffolk^ as the chief Inftrument of all the Mifcon- 
duft j and it was refolyed, that he fhould undergo a Na- 
tional Inquiry about it. The Quedn, apprehenfive of 

tb^ 

^ Daniel in Kennttf Pt 4P0. r Ihlb, p. 40*' 
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King Hmry VI. the Danger her I\avourite was in from fuch a Pro- 
cedure, did all fhe could to prevent it j Firji^ by en- 
deavouring to hinder a Parliament from being called ^ 
and next^ vi^hen flie could not avoid that» by having it 
fummoned to meet at Leicefter ; where, in a Country - 
Town, (he imagined, her numerous Attendance might 
over-awe the Members. But the Lords and Commons, 
who knew they were fafe un3er the Protedlion of the 
They refufc to City of London^ pofuively refufed to meet at all, unlefs 
xneet ^^^Y where ^^ ^^^^ appointed to come to Weftminfter. So the 

but at fVytntin' J, ro • rr \ iio i 

fier. Writsof bummons were iliued out, dated beptemaer 23, 

* n r «. for a Parliament to meet, at the latter, on the 6th Day 
called there ac- of November followmg. 

cotdingly, By the Records, we find that this Parliament under- 

Aiwo Re^ni 28, ^^^^ fevcral Prorogations ; for, on the firft Day of the 
* Seffion, John Archbifliop of Canterbury declared to the 
Lords and Commons, that, for avoiding the infetSiious 
Air of Wejlminjler *, the King had ideally prorogued 
the faid Parliament to London ^ ; and defired the Corn- 
But prorogued to ^^q^s to chufe their Speaker, and preient him the next 
Lotidon^ Day to the King. The Abridger here obferves, that 

it feems the Fear of the Plague had caufed the Arch- 
bifliop to forget his Oration ; and the Clerk of Parlia- 
ment to inroU him.as Chancellor. Which (hews, that 
fomething or other put them in great ConfuHon at 
this Time. 

On the third Day of the Seffion the Com mops pre* 
fented Sir^^^w Popham^ Knt. as their Speaker; whofe 
[ *54 3 Excufe for not ferving th^ Office, we find, was accept- 
WiLLiAM ed •=, and he was difcharged. So, on the fame Day, the 
TRESHAM^Efq; Commons prefented William Trejham^ Efq; for the fame 
ii^^ht room'ofP^^P^^^i who, without making any Excufe, and with 
S\tjohnPopbami\it common Protcftation, was allowed. 

cxcufed. 

The Parliament December 4. The Parliament was again adjourned 

adjourned back from London to Weflminfler^ to be there held by the 

i^!^V° ^^* Chancellor, in the Prefence of the King, Lords, and 

V Commons, the next Day. And, on the 17th Day of 

the 

a Oh Aerit Infe^iionem in Villa Weft fif aliis Lot is Palatic Juo ibidem 

Mdjacentii?ui. Rot. Pari. a8 Henry VI. N^. i. 

b Jn Domum t rat rum Predicatorumjuxta Ludgate. Jhiftem, 

c Propter Debilitatem Corporis fui, Guerrarum Fretnitibut et diverjaruwi 

Jnjirmitatum Vejcationem, nee non fenii Cravitatem mtMii^liiiter (l^f^'^n 

,Rot. Pari. 28 Uenry VI. N©. 6, 
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the fame Month, the Archbifliop of Canterbury^ Chan* King Henry \U 
cellor of Englandy in the King's Prefence, and on his 
Behalf, gave Thanks to the Three Eftates for their 
daily Attendance, and prorogued the Parliament from 
that Day unto the 22<^ of January next, at Wejlminjler. 

This laft Prorogation is accounted for, by reafon of 
the Cbrijimas Holidays 5 we are further told, that on the 
faid 22d Day of January^ when the Parliament met, the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury was difcharged from the Of- 
fice of Chancellor, and John Kempe^ Cardinal and Arch- 
bifliop of Torky was put in his Place 5 that they fat at 
Weftminfter Xo the thirtieth Day of March \ and then 
the Chancellor, by the King's Command, prorogued 
and adjourned, which was then the fame Thing, the p^^^ ^j^^^^^ ^ 
Parliament from the faid Day to the 29th of April next uicefttr^ 
enfuing, at Leicejier. ( 

In all this Time there is not one Word more of Bu- 
finefs done th;m is before mentioned. But, at this 
laft Seflion, an extraordinary Subfidy was granted i 
which was, * That every Perfon having, by free Deed, . « . - . 
Copy, Grant of Annuity, or OiBce, the clear yearly onLamj/^ 
Value of 20 X. in Frank Tenement, fhould pay Sixpence, 
and fo from 20 s. to 20 /. From 20 /. to 200 /. yearly, 
ild.m the Pound : From 200 /. and upwards 2 ;. for 
every Pound, as well of the Clergy as the Laity. All 
Exemptions, Privileges, Immunities, Liberties, Fran- 
chifes. Grants, fffr. notwithftanding. Guardians of 
Wards, Men having Fees, and all Corporations, to pay 
accordingly. Several Sums alfo, out of the King's Re* - 
venues and Fee- Farms, to a great Value, were allowed 
to bear and pay the Charges of the King's Houfhold. - 

But, before the laft Prorogation to Leice/iery came 
on the Trial of the Duke of Suffolk^ on feveral Articles 
of High Treafon ; which, becaufe he faw that he could 
not avoid, he moved for himfelf*. For, according to [ 255 3 

the 

n Hall writes, that the Duke of Suffolk was called in every Man's 
Mouth a Traitor and a Murderer, a Robber of the King's Treafiire, and 
worthy to be put to the moft cruel Death j for which Reafon the Queen, 
foracwhat fearing his Deftruflion, but more her own Confufion, caufed 
the Parliament before begun at the Black Fryenin Londorr, to be. adjourned 
to Leicefter ; thinking there, by forcing the Laws, to fubdue and reprefs 
all the Malice and Ill-will conceived againft the Duke and her. But few 
of the Nobility would appear there, fo that the Parliament was again ad- 
journed to Loa^/e». UaU\Cbron, Fol. clviii, Ihuirigjhead, p. 631. 7. 
iitcue, p. 387. --- 
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KiDgJSfiwyVLthc Record, on the 22d Day of January the Duke 
flood up in the Houfe of Lords, and required the King 
^ That he might be fpecially accufed, and be allowed 

* to artfwer to what many Mep reported of him, that he 
^ was an unfaithful Subje&Z He further told the King, 
^ That his Father and three of his Brethren died in 

* his Service, and that of his Father's and Grandfather's. 

• That he himfelf had fervcd in the Wars thirty-four 
^ Years ; and, being but a Knight, and taken Prifoner, 
^ had paid for his Ranfom 20,000/. That he had been 

• of the Order of the Garter thirty Years, and a Coun«- 

* fellor to the King fifteen Years, and had been feven* 

• teen Years in the Wars, without returning home* 
^ And afking God's Mercy as he had been true to the 
^ King and Realm, he required his Purgation.' 

January 26. The Commons came before the Lords, 
and required that the Duke, on his ConfeiBon that there 
was a heavy Rumour of Slander and Infamy upon him, 
might be committed to fafe Cuftody ; but the Lords 
and Judges, upon Confultation, < thought there was no 
^ good Caufe for it, unlefs fome efpecial Matter was 

* obje£led againft him/ 

January 28. The Speaker came again, and declared, 

• That the Duke of Suffolk^ as it was faid, had fold this 
Realm to the French^ who had prepared to come hither ; 
and that the faid Duke, for his own Defence, had fur- 

The Duke of niibed the Caftle of JValJingford with all warlike Mu- 

^t^htTo^'t "'^*®" *" » whereupon at the Speaker's Rcqueft, the faid 

°^"*Duke was committed to the Tower of London, 

February 7. The Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. 

the Chancellor, and the Lords, fent to the King a Bill 

f 2c6 1 ®^ Articles, by which they accufed IVilUam dt la Poky 

^ ^ •* Duke of Suffolk^ late of Ewelm^ in the County of Ox- 

fordy of fundry Treafons ?, ^//z. 

Articles againft , ^ ^hat the faid Duke, having the Wardfliip of Mar- 

garet the Daughter and Heir of John late Duke of 5^- 

merfet^ 
o Gunnes, Guhepowder and other Habilieroents of Wcrr. Rot. Pari, 
iS Henry VI. N<>. 17 ^ which {hews that this Combuftible was known in 
thofe Days. 

P Fahiav writes, tl • : yames Fiennes Lord Say, the Bjfiiop of SaJiJhury^ 
and Daniel Trevilian, Gentlemen, with others, were at the fame Time ac- 
ctffed by the Commons. Fabian % Ciron, An. 1450. J, Stowe, p. 3379 
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merfity he meant to maity his Son John to her; :knd^i»% Bemy yu 
thereby^ for want of Iflue of the King, to claim the 
Crown, and to procure the French King, by Means of 
certain French Lords there named, to depofe the King. 

2. That he procured the Delivery of the Duke of 
Orleans^ and pradtied with him to caufe the French to. 
recover the Englijb Conquefts in that Kingdom. 

3. Related to the Duke's Promife of Delivery ofAn^ 
j^u and Main^ to requite the King of Sicily^ the King's 
Enemy, without the Aflent of the other Ambafladors. 

4* For difclofihg the King's Counfei to the Earl of 
Donas Baftard of Orleans^ and to others of the French 
Nation. 

5. For betraying to the French the Strength of the 
King's Piles, Ordnance, and Munition, beyond Sea. 

6. That the faid Duke, by difclofing the King's Se^ 
crets, caufed the Peace to be broken. 

7. That the faid Duke fupported the King's Enemies, 
by ftaying fundry Arms which (hould have pafled againft 
them. 

8. That the faid Duke had ftrengthened the King's 
Enemies againft him, by not compromizing in the laft 
Peace the King of Arragon^ your antient Ally, who is 
almoft loft \ and the Duke of Brittany^ who is wholly 
fo^. 

All which Articles the Commons require to be inroll- 
ed, and that Profecution may be awarded thereon. 

March 9. This Day the Commons made a new Com« 
plaint againft the Duke, in £(Fe£t following : 

Firjiy For procuring the King, io his i§th Year, to 
give away the Inheritance and Lands of the Crown. 

For procuring many Liberties in Derogation of the [ 257^ 
Common Law, and Hinderance of Juftice. 

For caufing the King to give away the Caftle of 
Mawlion de SooU and other Territories in Guienne* 

For that the Earl of Armanac^ and other Nobles of 
Guienne^ were drawn from their Obedience to the King, 
by the faid Duke's difcovcring of Secrets, to the utter 
Impoveri(hment of this Realm. 

For 

q Rapin remarks, that Hiftorians fay the Duke cleared himfelf frbm all 
but this laft Article^ and has laken fome Pains t» explain it. See RapifTt 
Hijlory of England, FwU Edit. p. 574. 
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King Kmi^ VI. For procuring the King to beftow the Keeping of 
divers Towns and Offices in Normandy and Guiennf on 
unworthy Perfons. 

For procuring the King to grant the Earldoms of 
Evereux and Longuevile, and other Lordfliips in Nor^ 
mandyy to the Baftard of Orleans and other Frenchmen^ 
the King's chiefeft Enemies, without the Aflent of the 
Council. 

For that the Duke procured the King, in his owfl 
Prefence, to promife the French Ambaflador to attend 
in Perfon at the Convention in France^ to the King's 
Subverfion, if it had taken EfFedl. 

For caufing the Subfidies, granted to be contrarily 
employed. 

For caufing the King's Treafure to be fpent on the 
French Queen and other French People. 

For confuming the Sum of 60,000/. left by the Lord i 
^udeley^ the late Treafurer. 

For conveying out of the King's Treafury the Obli- 
gations of the Finance for the Duke of Orleans. 

For procuring himfelf to be made Earl of Pembroke^ 
and obtaining the Lordfhips of Haverford-Wejly after 
the Death of Sir Rowland LenthaL 

For flaying the Procefs of Outlawry againft William 
Talbois, of Lincoln, Efq; upon feveral Appeals, of Mur- 
der. 

For procuring a Pardon to the faid William, for not 
appearing upon Surety fhip of Peace. 

For procuring Perfons of his Confederacy to be made 
Sheriffs. 

For procuring a Garrifon o^EngliJbmen to fight againft 
, the Germans^ the King's Allies, on the Part of the 

French, the King's Enemies. 
f 25S ] All which Articles the Commons required to be in- 
rolled, and that the faid Duke might anfwer to them. 

On the 9th oi March the Duke of Suffolk was brought 
from the Tower, by the King's Writ, into the Parlia- 
ment-Chamber at Wejlminjier^ before the King and 
Lords ; to whom the Articles aforefaid were rehearfed, 
who defired a Copy of them ; which was granted : And, 
for the more ready Anfwer to them, he was committed 
to the Cuftody of certain Efcjuircs, in the Tower within 
the King's Palace. 

March 
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, March 13. The faid Duke appeared again before the King H«irjp vi^ 
Lords, and on his Knees denied the Truth of the firft 
eight Articles of Treafon againft him, and offered to 
prove them falfe in any Manner the King jQiould appoint. 
The firft of them he denied as impoSible ; inferring, 
that fome of the Lofds kneW he meant to have married 
hi« Son to the Earl of fFarwick's Daughter, if ihe had 
lived. To many of the reft, he referred htmfelf to the 
King's Letters Patent, and to fome A<5ts of the Council. 
To the yielding up oi Anjou and Main^ he referred alfa 
to the A6ls of the Council ; which ftiew, that other 
Lords were privy thereto as well as himfelf ; and faid. 
That the fame was delivered up b^ the Biihop of Chi^ 
chiftir^ then Keeper of the Privy Seall 

March 17. The King fent for all the Lprds, Spiritual 
and Temporal, then in Town, into his inmt)ft Chamber 
in his Palace at tVeftminftery when the faid Duke waa 
brought again before them, to whom the Chancellor re- 
peated the Anfwer he had made, and told him, that there- 
in he had not put himfelf upon his Peerage, and afked the 
Duke which Way he would be tried i Who, kneeling, 
faid, < That he hoped he had anfwered all Things to 

* the full ; and fo, protefting his Innpcency, referred 

* himfelf entirely to the King's Mercy and Award/ 

Thereupon the Chancellor, by the King's Command, 
pronounced this Sentence, the Duke ftill kneeling: *That He is fentencaa 

* fince the Duke did not put himfelf upon his Peerage, to be baniflied 

« the King, in relation to the Articles of Treafon con-.^^*^^^"8d°™ for 

* tained in the firft Bill, would be doubtful ; that is, he. 
^ holdeth him neither declared nor charged* And as ta 

* the Articles of Mifprifion, the King, not as Judge by 

* the Advice of the Lords, bu^ as one to whofe Order 

* the Duke had committed himfelf, doth baniih him the 

* Realm, and other his Dominions, for five Years, from [ 259 3 

* the firfl Day of May next enfuing *. 

After which. Sentence being given, the Lord Vif- 
count Beaumont^ Lord High-Conftable, ftood up, on the 
Behalf of the Bifhops and Lords ^ and required, ' That 

VoL.IL S *it 

* The Hiftory of Croyland^ after giving the Duke of Suffolk 2i moft ter- 
rible CharaAer, fays, That he was\:ondemned by Parliament to perpetual 
Baniflitnent. Statute deindeParlianunto, oaventes Regis Offenfionem, ipjum 
in Exilium condemnabant ferpetuum : Jnfidias tamen ei ponentes ad Tempus, 
& Diem Trarnfretatior.is in Partes peregrinas perempforium ajfignantes* 
Hift. Croyland. Coatinvmtio, p^ 525, £d. Gale. 
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KiofffMr; VI. c |[t mieht be inroHed, that the did Judgment was bjr 

< the King's own Rule, and not by their Afient^ and 

< alfo required that neither they nor their Heirs fhould, 

< by this Example, be barred of their Peerage and Pri- 

• vileges/ 

Mr. ColUir here remaiics. That, by the Inrollment of 
this Proteftation, it appears the Bifliops had an equal 
Right of beii)g tried by their Peers with the Lords Tem- 
poral : Why elfe, adds he, ihould it be moved, in Be* 
half of the Bifliops, that this Cafe of the Duke of Suf- 
folk might not be drawn into a Precedent, to the Difad- 
vantage of their Peerage * i 

Bat the Speech which the Duke of Suffolk made, be* 
fore the Chancellor pronounced Sentence againft him, 
i$ too remarkable to be omitted. After the Chancellor 
had alked him. That fince he refufed the Judgment o( 
bis Peers, what he had further to fay ? The Duke an- 
^ fwered, * That the Crimes alledged againft him were 

* too horrible to fpeak to any more of them : That all 
' the Articles comprehended in the faid Bill, touching 

* the King's Perfon and the Eftate of his Realm, he 

♦ trufted to God he had anfwered them fufficiently ; for 

• he ha^d denied the Days, the Years, the Places, and 

* the Convcrfations had, which were never thought nor 

* .wrought ; faying, they were utterly falfe and untrue, 
^ and in a Manner impoffible; for, he added, fuch great 

• Things could not be done, nor brought abotit, by 

♦ himfelf alone, unlcfs that other Perfons had done their 

• Parts, and been privy thereto as well as he : That he 

♦ gave his Soul up tp perpetual Damnation, if ever he 

* knew any more of thefe Matters than the Child in the 

* Mother's Womb ; and fo, not departing from his faid 
^ * Anfwers and Declarations, he fubmitted himfelf wholly 

< to the King's Rule and Governance, to do with him 

< as he lifted.* 

We have chofe to give the foregoing Account of this 
Parliamentary Inquiry into the Mifconduft of a Prime 
Minifter, from the Records themfelves ; our larger Eng^ 
UJb Hiftorians are much more prolix in the Circum- 
ftances of this Trial, but not altogether fo confiftent 
with Truth. What We Jiaue to add about the Fate of 
this unfortunate Statefman, is, that undoubtedly the 

Mildnefs 

fc C«///Vr's Ecckfiafiical Hifiorj^ Vol. I, p. 67a. 
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Mildnefs of his Scntcitce proceeded from the Queen's K»ng ikmyVU 

f resit Indulgence to him, who was in Hopes that his ibort 
laniihment might laft longer than the Malice of his Ene- 
mies againft him ; but, unhappily for both, the Duke was 
taken Prifoner at Sea by a private Engtijh Captain, who 
had wky-laid him, had his Head ftruck oiBF on the Sideg^t In his Paf- 
of a Cock-boat, and fell openly a terrible Example, offage is murdered 
Divine Vengeance, for the private Murder of the good**^*^*?***'** 
Duke of Ghucejier. Yet this Minifter, bad as he was, 
hath found fome Advocates in Hiftory ; and one old 
Writer particularly remarks, * That the moft vile Thing 

* in this Parliamentary Accufation againft him was, that [ 260 1 
^ diey fliould charge that as a Crime upon Suffolk now» 

* which they themfelves had, in a former Parliament, 

* confented unto and ratified ^. 

There was little other Bufinefs done at this Seffion ; 
am) no Ads of any Confequence were paiTed, except 
one only, called An A^ df Refumption ; whereby Power 
^as given to the King * to take into his Hands all He« 

< reditaments. Offices, Liberties, and Grants whatfo- 
« ever, from the firft Day of his Reign to the Making of 

* this Aft, except certain peculiar Grants there men- 

* tioned/ This Ad is very long, and makes up, with 
Suffolk*^ Trial, all the reft of the Proceedings of this Par- 
liament ; but the Preamble to it is fo extraordinary as 
we think merits a Place in thefe Inquiries, which we 

' fliall give in its own Words : 

* Prayen the Comunes, in this your prefent Parlement 

* aflemhled, to confidre, that where your Chanceller of 

* your Reame of Bnglandy your Treforer of England^ . 

* and many other Lordes of your Counfeill, by your 

* high Comaundement to your feid Comunes, at your 

* Parlement holden laft att fVeftmirtfter^ fliewed and de- 

< dared the State of this your Reame; which was, that 

* ye were endetted in 372,000 /. which is grete and gre- 

* voufe 5 and that your Livelode, in ycrely Value, was 
« but 5000/. And forafmuch as this 5000/. to your 
^ high and notable Eftate to be kept, and to pay your 

* feid Detts, woH not fuffice, therefore that your high 

* Eftate might be releved. And furthermore it w^s 

* declared. That your Expenfes neceiTarie to your 

< Houfehold;i withouten all other ordinarie Charges, 

S 2 * come 

« S^utTz Chronicle^ p. 66z, 
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KingKtfuryVl. < comc to 20,000 /. yercly; the which cxcedeth every 

* Yere, in Expenfes neceflarie over your Livelode, 

* 19,000/. Alfo plcafe it your Highncffe to confidre, 

* that the Comunes of your feid Reame bene as well 

* willed, to their povre Power, to the relevyng of your 

* Highnefle^ as ever were povre People to eny King of 
' your Progenicours, that ever reigned in your feid Reame 

* of England \ but your feid Comunes bene fo impove- 

* rifhed, what by taking of Vitulll to your Houfehold, 
^ and other Things in your feid Reame, and noght paied 

* fore, and the Fifteenth by your feid Comunes afore 
^ this Time fo often graunted, and by the Graunte of 

* Tonnage and Poundage, and by the Graunte of the 

* Subfidie uppon the Wolles, and other Grauntes to your 

* Highneffe, and forLak of Execution of Juftice, that your 

* povre Comunes bene full nygh diftroied ; and if it Ihuld 
^ continue lenger in fuch grete Charge, it cowde not in 

* any wife be hadde or borne : Wherefore, fffr/ ^ 

A learned Judge, in a Treatife of his concerning Im- 
pofitions on the Subject ^^ takes Notice, that, at this 
Time, the Crown was never more neceffitous, and yet 
210 Impofitions were laid without Confent of Parliament: 
For it appears by an A6i of this very Year, that the 
Chancellor and Treafurer demanded Relief of the People 
for the King, both for the Payment of his Debts, and 
for his annual Maintenance. They urged that the King 
was then indebted 372,000 /. which now would amoui^ 
to above 1,100,000/. and that his ordinary Expences 
were more than his Income by 19,000/. yearly; (o that 
if ever there was a Caufe to put a King to his Shifts, 
adds our Authority, it was then ^ and yet the Miniftry 
did not venture to put in Praflice this fuppofed Preroga- 
tive ; inftead of which the Senate intreated the King to 
make the h(k of Refumption aforefaid of all Grant?, 
excepting fuch as were given on a valuable Confideration. 

By the Duke of Suffolk's Dea(h the Door was open*d 
ftill wider for the Duke of York's Claim to the Crow»; 
and he, with his Friends, made all the Ufe they couM 
of this favourable Conjun£lure. An Hiflorian ^ tells us, 
that his Friends gave it out in all Companies, ^ That 

* the 

d Rot. Pari. 28 Henry VI. N®. 53, Stat. ibid, de Ttefuptptionihut, 
« The Rights of the People c/* England, concerning Inrpojitiontt By Sir 
Henry Yclvcrton, £tfr/. iiwo, London^ l679» 
f Sam, Daniel by Jdiuut, p. 402, 
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* the Nation, being governed by a flothful King and an King Henry vi. 

* ambitious Queen, who neither of them underftood the j^^ ^^. - 

* true M^afures of Government, did dally decay in its y^^^^s Schemes 

* Reputation and Intereft, of which the Lofs of Frjwr^ for obtaining the 

* was an invincible Demonftration : That the Public ^"^"* 

* Good ought to be more nearly looked into, and Men 

* of fuch Abilities raifed to the Helm, as might both ad- 

* vance the Honour of the Englijh, and be a Terror to 
S their Enemies : That the Duke of York was a Perfon 

* every Way qualified for the greateft Truft, having gi- 

* ven a very great Proof of it in compofing. the Rebel- 

* lion in Ireland with fo great Satisfadion to the People, 

* as well as Safety to the King : That, in Reality, that 

* Duke had the beft Title to the Crown, the Family of 

* LancQJier being no better than Ufurpers ; and tho* in- 

* deed King Henry might be tolerable, if he was either 

* like his Father or his Grand-father, whole Virtue and 

* Courage made their bad Titles overlooked, yet fince his 
^ eafy and geiitle Nature rendered him incapable of go- 
^ verning well, it was better for the People to fet up a 

* Perfon, who^ if he had no Rights was the fitteji Man 

* in the Nation to wield a Sceptre ; but much more^ heing 

* the true iieir^ than juffer others to ufurp the Power of [ 261 ] 

* doing them and the King him/elf a Mif chiefs* 

' Thefe and fuch-like Difcomfes being well reliflied by 
the Generality of the Nation, it was not long before 
the Refolution of a Change was put to a greater Trial, 
The Story of the Rebellion under Jack Cade^ who fliled 
bimfelf Lord Mortimer^ is too well known to need 
any Repetition here ; our Hiftorians fuppofe that this 
Fellow was fpiritcd up, under Hand, by the Duke of 
Xork^ to try the Bent of the Nation in regard to his 
Title J that Lord, or Sir John Mortimer^ having been 
Brother to the Earl oi March ^ who was beheaded in the 
laft Reign, and who Was then the undoubted Heir of the 
Line of York, Our Purpofe is only to fhew how much 
the Parliament of England were concerned in this Quar- 
rel J and one being called the next Year, in the Midft 
oi Cade\ Rebellion, we (hall proceed in our Inquiries 
of what was tranfafted at it. 

It has been our Cuftom hitherto to give a Lift or two 

of the Peers, fummoned to Parliament, in a long or a 

ibort P».eign, in order to. inform the Reader under what 

S 3 Name^ 
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King Bcmy VI^Names and Titles they were then called, as well as the 
particular Number of them. We think proper to give 
the following Lift of Peers, fummoned to attend the 
next Parliament, fince, in a fmall Time after, they were 
interrupted by the Civil Wars, and moft of their Meet- 
ings then were to their own I>eftni£Uons. 

In the 29th Year of Hinry VI. 
Anno Regni 29. Thi King, &c. To Richard Duh of York, (^c. to meet 
»4Si- at Weftminfter on the Veaft of St. Leonard, bfc. 

At mjiminjitr. Witnefs thf King at Weftminfter, September the fifth. 



State of the 
Peerage at 
that f imp. 



C 26z 1 



Henry Duke of Exeter^ 
John puke of NorfalJt^ 
Humphrey Duke of Buck- 
. inghamy 

JEdmund Duke of Somerfetj 
Richard Earl of fFarwicky 
Henry Earl of Northumber' 

Umdy 
^omas Earl of Devon/hire^ 
William Earl of Arundele\ 
Ralph Earl of Wejimore- 

landy 
Richard Earl of Salijburyy 
yohn Earl of Oxford, 
fohn Earl of TyorceJIer^ 
James Earl of ffVt/hirey 
John Vifcount Beaumont^ 
James Lord Berkeley^ 
Edward Lord Gray^ of 

Grobyy 
Edmund Lord Grayy of . 

Ruthin y 
Robert Lord Hungerfordy 

fenior, 
Ralph Lord Grayftocky 
flenry Percy ^ Lord Poin" 

ing^9 
fFilliam Lord Bottreauxy 
Thomas Lord DacreSy of 

Giljlandy 
Jol^n laqii Beauchamp, 



James Lord Audleyy 
Ralph Lord Cromwelly 
fFilliam Lord Zouchy of 

Harringworthy 
John Lord Scroopy oSMa^ 

Jhamy 
William Lord Fitzbughy 
Henry Lord Scroopy of 

Bolteny 
JLeonard hord Weilesy 
John Lord CUntony 
William Lord Lovely 
Edward NeviUy Lord Ber-' 

gavennyy 
Robert Lord Willoughby^ 
Thomas Lord Cliffordy 
Henry Vifcount Bourchiery 
Edward Lord Broohy of 

Cobham^ 
John Lord Talbot, oKLi/le^ 
Thomas Lord ScaleSy 
Reginald Lord Grayy dc 

Wiltony 
John Lord Stourton, 
Richard WoodviUy Lord 

RiverSy 
William Bourchiery Lord 

Fitzwarren, 
William Lord Bonevilcy 
Henry Bromfleety Lord 
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Thomas Lord Raos^ William Beaucbamp^ Lord King Uenrj vi. 

Robert Lord Hungerfordy St. Jmandy 

of Molinsy Thomas Percy ^ Lord Egn- 

Blalfh Lord Botelery of ww/, 

Sudley^ . John Sutton^ Lord Dudley^ 

Thomas Lord 6^r^;^, of William Fymes^ Lord 5^/ 

Rugemont^ and 5^/r ^. 

Thefe Great Men, with the Prelates, Clergy, and 
Commons, being affembled iS/i^i;, 6, 1451 N before the 
King, fitting in his Chair of State, in the Painted -Ch^ny- 
i)er at Wejiminftery John Kempe^ Cardinal, Archbifliop 
of York and Chancellor of England^ by the King's Com- 
mand, in a very ihort Speech, declared, ^ That this 

* Parh'ament was called to provide for the Defence of 
^ the Realm, the Safe-keeping of the Seas, and to make 

• Provifion for an Army aaainft the French j but parti- 

« cularly for fuppreiling of InfurreSions at home/ To r ^g^ •» 
which £nd he defired the Commons to chufe and pre- 
fent their Speaker as ufual. 

On the 9th of November the Commons prcfcnted Sir sir Williah 
JViiUam Oldhall^ Knight, to be their Speaker; who,Oi.DHAtLcho* 
making no J£xcufe, was allowed, with the ufual Prote-^*^ ^**^"' 
Aation. 

The firft Thing we find that this Parliment went 
upon, was to devife feveral Orders and Regulations 
about altering the Manner of colleSing and paying the 
Subfidy granted by the laft Parliament; by which feveral 
new Orders were made, particularly. That no Members 
of Parliament were to be either Commiflioners or Col- 
lectors ; that they (hould examine upon Oath, and that 
they {hould be allowed 45. per ]Diem for their Trouble j 
very confiderab'le Wages in thofe Days, 

We meet with nothing more on the Record done In 
the firft Seffion of this Parliament, tho' they fat above 
a Month, except an Appeal to the King and Parliament 
from Ifabel^ ReIi(Sl of William Trejhamy Efq; who was 
barbaroufly murdered, on the King's Highway, by one 
Simon Norwich^ Efq; and feveral others there named, 
whom the faid Simon had inftigated thereto. 

This 

% Befides thcfc Dulccs, Earls, and Barons, Writs were direfted to about 
fourteen Knights, &e, to attend the Service of the Houi]e of Pfer> tbis 
Parliament. Dugdale*& Summons to J^arlia^nf, ^, J^$» 

l> in Fefto S« i.eon«rdi» i» Qrigiitf^ 
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King Henry VI. This William Trejham was, moft probably, the (ame 
Gentleman who was Speaker of the Houfe of Commons 
the i25th of this Reign ; and the Record tells us the 
Murder was committed as he was riding to meet the 
Duke of York^ who had fent tp fpeak with him. Whe- 
ther this Affair was any Beginning of thq^enfuing Civil 
Wars, we ihall not determine s but it looks fomewhat 
like it. 

On the 1 8th of December the Chancellor, in the Pre- 
fence of the King and the Three Eftates, prorogued this 
Parliament to the fame Place, on the 20th of January 
following : And again, on the 29th of yipril, it was alfo 
prorogued to the 5th of May next enfuing \ 

The firft Thing that we find now in this third Sef- 

fion, is a Grant to the King of- 20,000/. out of the 

Cufloms of London and Southampton^ by hundred Pound 

Payments, to relieve his immediate Wants and Poverty. 

Befides, in Confideration of 8000 /. delivel-cd to the King 

in AUom, by fome Genoefe Merchants there named, it 

A Monopoly ^as enadled, < That they fhall be allowed to (hip any 

granted, in order* Staple Ware out of the South of England^ untill they 

to Aifc Money. « be anfwered the faid Sum.' Alfo it was enafted, 

* That certain Merchants of the South (hall have all 

• the Allom.aforefaid, on advancing to the King in Hand 

♦ 8000/. and that no Man be allowed to bring, buy, 
* * or fell any other Allom, for the Space of two Years, 

* on Pain of forfeiting the fame*' This was a ftrange 
Monopoly, and* ihewed the preffing Occafions pf the 
King and State for Money at that Time. 

. The Cominons A very extraordinary Petition of the Commons was 
defifc the Remo- prefented to the King, importing no lefs than the Re- 

Sr3frvante!«"°^^' ^ ^^^ ^^ ^" ^^ ^^^ ^""^^^ frpm him : For it was 
'defired that Edmund Du\ie of Somerfetj Alice Poole^ late 
[ 264 ] Wife of miiiam Poole, hie Duke of ^Suf elk, William 
Boothey Bifhop of Che/ler H, Sir John Sutton, Knight, 
Baron of Dudley^ William Daniel, late of London, Efq; 
John Trevilian and Edward Grim/lone, of London, Efqrs, 
Thomas Kempe^ Clerk of your Gourici), Reginald,^ Abbot 
of St. Peterh in Gloucefter-, Thomas Pulford^ of London^ 

i On Account of Chriflmat and Eafter^ 

k The Biihoprick of Cbefter, as it now ftands, was only erefted by 
Henry VIII. but the Biihops oi Litchfield ^nA Coventry were antientJy ftiicd 
Bifliops ofCbefler, This Man was one pyniiam Boothe, tranflated ti[e 4iez; • 
year to the See of Tork, Le Neve^ Fa^i Efc, An^* 
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Efq; yohn Hampton^ If^illiam Myners^ John Blaietuy^Klngfffnrjyi. 

yohn Peneriki^yohn Gergoran^ Stephen Siegg^ Thomas 

Stacey, Thomas Hoo^ Efqrs, the Lord Hajiings^ Sir Ed-> 

fnund Hujigerford^ Sir Thomas Stanley y Knights *; Jenkin 

de Stanley f Efq; Ufher of your Chamber ; Bartholomew 

,Hawleyy Ralph Bapthorp^ Efqrs. Sir Edmund Hamden^ 

Sir Robert Wingfield^ Knights j Mr, Gervajfe Devalore^ 

one of your Secretaries ^ Mr. John Somerfet^ and Mr. 

John Newport y of the IJle of {Fight ^ be baniflicd from 

the King's Prefence during their Lives, and not to 

come within twelve Miles of the Courts under fevere 

Penalties. 

The King's Anfwer to this Petition was, That^ as '^ The King's mM 
himfelfy he was well contented that they Jhould gOj unUfs Anivitu 
they were Lordsy and a few others whom he could not 
well f pare from about his Perfon^ and fo to continue ab-- 
fent for one Tear^ to fee if any Man could truly lay any 
Thing to their Charge ^fince they hadalledged no particu^ 
lar Crime againjl them, * ^ 

Whether this laft Petition was made in order to quiet The Rebellion m 
the Clamours of the People of Kent^^c. who were^««^»»adcr y-af* 
then up in Arms under the Conduct of Jack Cade^ we '* 
know not : But a very fevere A£t was paued this Seffion 
againft that Rebel ; whereby, tho' he was then dead, 
he was attainted of Treafon, all his Lands, Tenements^ 
^c. given to the King, and his Blood corrupted*. 

There is very little elfe on Record to have been done 
in this Parliament, except at the End of it, where we 
meet with a Bill of Attainder exhibited by the Commons 
againft the latf Duke of Suffolk \ wherein, amongft his 
other Treafons, £sfr. they charge him, in thefe Words, 
to be * The Caufe and Labourer of the Arreft, Impri- 
fonein, and final Deftrudion of the moft noble, valiant, 
true Prynce, your right obciffant Uncle the Duke of 
Gloucejier^ whom God pardon, ^cJ" but the King only 
gave the common civil Denial to this Bill, l^e Rqi s'^td'" 
vifera. 

Though our Records are fomewhat filent as to the 
Complaints of the Commons under Cade^ Hiftory is 
not fo, but hath given us the Contents pf two Bills, r 26- 1 
which, it is faid, thefe Rebels exhibited to the Houfes, *• * -^ . 

then 

I Rot^ Pari zgHen. VI. N^, 19. Statutes at large, 29 Hen. VI. cap. i. 
A long A£t of Reluroptioa was palled this Parlian;ie2ic^ to the fame Purport 
1$ '}i\ the )afi. 
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Kiftglfinior VL then fitting at fVeJiminfler^ that they might have their 
Concur rence with them in the Reformation they were 

•rk- k- k ru bringing, about in the Government. 

»!*da rf 21' T^he iirft they called rb$ CompkinU of the Cmnm 
^*J<.cbeIi. $f Kent, and the Caufes of their affinAlifig at Black- 

heath '^^ In it they reprefented to the Parliament, 

* That it was reported thalt Kmt fhould be depopulated 
« and made a Foreft, to revenge the Duke of Suffolk's 

* Death, the' the People of that Country were no tray 

* guilty of it : That the King had given the Revenues 
^ of the Crown to his Favourites, and refolved to live 

* on Taxes raifed on his Subjects, which would itnpo- 

* verifli his People : That 1/ords of the Royal Blood 

* were excluded from his Government, and mean Per- 

* fons preferred, who would not adminifter Jufticc with- 

* out feribes and Gifts : That the Provifions of tht 

* King's Houfe were taken of the Subje£ls, and not paid 

* for, to the undoing of many: That the King's menial 

* Servants falfly accufed many of High-Trcafon,in order 

* to get their fiftates : That the King's Servants, by un- 

* juft Claims of Feoffments, have deprived divers of the 

* Commons of- their Eftates and Rights : That certain 

* Traitors, who have loft the King's Territories in France^ 
« fliould be punifhed without Mercy : That the Sheriffs 

* and Under- Sheriffs of Counties, farming their Offices 

* and Bailiwics, are forced to extort unjuft Fines from 

* the People to pay the Sums : That the Officers of 

* the Court of Dover, in Kent, vex and arreft Men, in 

* all Parts of the Country, upon untrue Adtions, and 

* require great Fees of them for theft Deliverance *. 

* That the Freedom of Eleftion for Knights of the Shires 

* hath been taken from the People by the great Men, 

* who fend Letters to their Tenants and Dependents 

* to chufe fucb Men as the People approve not of: . 

* That Colle£lors of the King's Taxes bemg made, for 

* Bribes, by the Knights of the Shire, ufe many £x- 

* tortions to raife them : And, laftjy, that the Scffions 

* being held in the fartheft Part of the. County, Eaft- 
[ 200 J « ward, the Peoplp were forced to go five Days Journey 

' to them, to their great Trouble and Damage j which 

* they defire might be fettled in two Places more convc* 

* fjiemly.' 

ThQ 
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The other Paper they ftilcd, Tbe RequeJIs of tbeKin^Benfyru 
great JJimbly in Kent j and, in this, they humbly pe- 
tioned, < That the King would affume to himfelf the 
^ Demefnes of the Crown, that he might live conform* 
« able to his Royal Dignity: That the Duke of Suffolk's 

* Kindred ihould be punifhed, according to the Laws 
^ of the Realm ; and the Lords of the Blood-Royal, «/%« 

* the Dukes of York^ Exeter^ Buckingham^ and Nor^ 
^folky be taken into Favour, and entrufted with the 

* Government; and that then be would be the happieft 

* and richeft Prince in Chrijiendom : That all Perfons 

* guilty of the Duke of Gloucefter's Death be punifhed 

* as falfe Traitors to the King and Realm ; and ^ ra-* 

* ther, becaufe, by their Means, the Duke of Exitgr^ 

* the Cardinal of fFinche/lery and the noble Prince the 
« Duke oifFanvickj with many other Lords and Gentle^ 

* men, and all the King's Countries in France^ have 
< been loflr: Laftly, That all Extortions ufed daily 

* among the common People, viz. Green- Wax, King's 

* Bench, and King's Purveyors and Statutes of La- 

* bourei^s be fo reguUted by the King and his Council, 

* that they may not be fuch an intolerable Burden to 

* the Commons of England/ 

Thefe Complaints of Grievances, (ffc. having been 
feen and perufed, as well by the Lords and Comntons 
in Parliament aflembled, as by the King's Council, 
were not only, fays our Hiftorian, condemned and dif- 
approved, but the Authors of them voted proud and 
prefumptuous Rebels ^ not to be gratified with fair Pro ^ 
mips J but fupprejfed by Force of Arms. But another 
Hiftorian fays, more jufily, as feems probable by the 
Abftrad from the Records, That it does not appear thp 
; Complaints of thefe People were rejeSed by Parliament, 
only that the Council condemned them, as they would 
have done had they been more reafonablc, confidering 
the Method of preferring them *. 

However, it was not long after that Jack Cade and They are fop, 
his Followers were put to Flight by the King's Army, P'^^^"^' 
and their Leader flain, having had a iPrice fet on his r 267 ] 
Head by Proclamation. 

This fmall Commotion, in Comparifon to what fol- 
Ipiyed, being fettled, and the War with France entirely 

^nd^d, 

\ Holiingjbeai'% Cbron, p. 634, 
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Kiji|£f#»rjVl. ended, (for all Aquitain^ which had been in the Hands 
of the Englijh near 300 Years, being yielded up) there 
was then nothing left to contend for. The Duke of 
York^ who was then in Ireland^ hearing of the bad Sue- 
Farther At- cefs of his firft Attempt, came over to confult with his 
S"k '* fr^^ Friends in England what Game they were next to play* 
Pake QiYwk. 'pj^^ ^j^j^f Supporters of his Party were John Mowbray^ 
Duke of Norfolk i Richard Nevily Earl oiSaliJbury^ with 
the Lord Richard Nevil his Son, who was afterwards 
the famous Earl of fVarwick^ by the Marriage of the 
Lady Anne Beauchamp ; Thomas Courtney^ Earl oi Devon ; 
and Edward Brooke^ Lord Gobham ; all of them Perfons 
. of great Authority, numerous Attetidants, and daring 
- ,j. - Valour. Thefe Noblemen, with many others of lefs 
[ ^ J Note, had divers Meetings about fetting the great Ma- 
chine in Motion ; and the old Topic of redreffing Grie- 
vances in the Government was thought to be the moft 
plaufible Way to begin the Quarrel. Accqfdingly a 
Letter of Remonftrancc was wrote by the Duke of Tork 
to the King, (hewing the Male-Adminiftration of the 
Miniftry, pointing out fome Ways to redrcTs them^ by 
imprifoning and bringing to Trial the chief OiFcnders, 
particularly the Duke of Sornerfet. The King returned 
He raifc» an Ar- * mild Anfwer to this Letter; but that not fatisfying 
ipy. the Duke, he haftened into fFiales^ faifed an Army, and 

encamped with them on Burnt- Heathy near Dart/ordy 
within ten or twelve Miles of London, The Miniftry 
bad alfo taken fome Care of themfelves by railing Forces, 
which, under the King's Command, were encamped on 
Black-Heath^ fome few Miles diftant from the other. 

Henry had no Mind to come to a Battle, being al- 
ways fparing of his Subjeds' Blood, and therefore fent 
, Mefl'engers to the Duke to kno^v his Reafons for coming 
thus armed againft him. The Duke's Anfwer was to 
the fame Purport as his Letter; the Biihops and Lords, 
who were fent by the Ki»2:, had a Commiflion to grant 
f/^.3hfmTn>ny reafonable Terms of Accommodation ; they there- 
the King. fore afTured him, that the Duke of Sornerfet fliould imme- 

diately be ckapp'd up in Prifon ; on which he inftantly 
difmifled his Army. Nay, he is faid to have taken an 
Oath, fome Time after, in St. PauN Church, before 
the King and all his Nobles, never to take Arms again^ 
pr difturb King Henry in the PoHeffion of the Crown. 
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In this Interval, when the Sore was thinly fkinn*(lKiiigflr»ryVl. 
over, which was likely to break out more violently after- 
wards, a Parliament was called to meet at Readings by 
Writs dated at Wejiminfter the 2Cth Day of January, ^'^''^'^^^^ 
for an Appearance at the Place aforefaid on the 6th Day 
of Alarch following ; RichardD\x\ie of Tork, and Edmund At Readings 
Duke of Somerfet, being the firfl: Perfons named on the 
Lift. 

At the Day appointed they all met in the great Cham- 
ber, or RefeSory, within the Abbey of Reading ; when r ^ n 
fyHiiam ^Biitiop of Lincoln ^j in the Abfenca of John *■ ^ 
Archbiihop of CanUrburyy Chancellor of Englandy very 
notably, according to our Authority, declared the Caufe 
of the Parliament ; chiefly, for the good Government 
of the Realm, and fafe Defence of the fame ; to which 
End he bid the Commons chufe their Speaker, and pre- 
fent him as ufual : And the next Day, after the Recei- 
vers and Triers of Petitions, according to antient Cuf-^"****^' 
torn, were appointed, the Commons prefented to the^i^^'/s' j2.cr< 
King Thomas Thorpe^ Efq; to be their Speaker; .who, 
with the common Proteftation, was allowed. 

The firft Thing they went upon in this Seffion, was 
the Supply ; when the Commons granted to the King 
one whole Fifteenth and one Tenth j tho' with a larger^ * ^* 
Deduflion'from it than from any Grant before, of 6000/. 
for the Relief of poor Towns, dffr. Alfo 31^. a Ton on 
all Wines imported, and i%d.\n the Pound's Worth of 
all other Merchandize; except Tin, on which was laid 
2 X. for every 20 j. Value of that Commodity; to continue 
during the King's Life. A Subfidy on Wooll, ^c. was 
alfo granted ; for every Sack 43 j. 4^/. the fame Sum on 
every 240 Wooll-fells, and for every laft of Hides 5 /. 
for Deniiens : On Strangers, 5/. for the firft, the fame 
for Wooll-fells, and 5/. 6j. id. for 100 of Hides ; to 
continue alfo during Life. Alien Merchants not born 
within the King's Dominions, and refiding here, were 
taxed at 40 j. a Head per Ann. and if they ftaid but fix 

Weeks» 20^.- Provided, that no Knights of Shires, 

or 

1 William Alnewick died Bifliop of LiHcoIn, jir.no 1449 ; to whom fuc- 
ceedcd Marmaduke Lumleyf who died in .1451, and was fucceeded by John 
Cbedvforth, the fame Year. Le Neve^s Fajri Ecc, Ang. There mwft be 
fomc Miftake therefore, either in that Author or in the Record. In Dug- 
dale^ Summem to Parliammt the Writ is diiedled J. Epifcopo Lincoln, lor 
this Meeting. 
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Kmg Sewfy VI* or Other Members of Parrtament, flull be Commi&otietB 
or Colle&ors of thefe Subfidies, except tbey were tbeii» 
or hereafter. Sheriffs, 

After this (he Speaker came again before the King, and 

declared that the Commons had voted 20,000 Archers, 

for the King's Service, for the Term of half a Year. 

And, March 28, when thefe Money-Bills were pai&d, 

and Thanks for them given to tlie Lords by the King 

The Parliament himfelf, Jobn^ Cardinal, Archbiihop, and ChaiK:ellor, 

prorogued to by the King's Command, prorogued the Parliament from 

lytfminftr. j^e Day and Town aforefaid, to the 25th of Jpril then 

enfuing, at Wejiminfter. 

Being met again, the King difcharged the CommcHis 
of 7000 Archers, Part of the 20,000 granted him laft 
[ 270 ] Seffions; and a due Proportion was fettled for every par- 
ticular County in the Realm, what they (iiould bear to«- 
wards the Support of 13,000 Men for his Majefty's Ser- 
vice. But, in Confideration of a conftderable Sum of 
Money, to be levied by the Commons, the King was 
content to refpite the raifing the faid 13,000 Archers; 
unlefs, upon great Neceffity, or being obliged to go in 
Perfon to the Wars, he be forced to take them. 

It was ordained that Edmund Duke of Sdnurfety late 

Captain of Calais ^ ihall be paid 21,648/. lOi. out of 

the Cuftom of the Staple Wares going out of the Port of 

Sandwich^ for Fees and Wages due to him and other 

chief Captains and Soldiers, whilft he was Governor 

there. Alfo a particular Rate was made out of the 

Grant of a Fifteenth, to certain Perfons in ev«ry County 

in England^ allotted to the repairing of Calais^ and for 

making a Rife^bank there. Likewife an Allotment of 

20 X. out of the Subfidy for every Sack of Wooll, was 

allowed towards the Wages and Vidiualling of Soldiers 

in the Garrifon at Calais. 

Adaitional Sup- The Commons farther grant unto the King the Moi- 

i^j» ety of one Tenth and one Fifteenth, for which the 

King thought proper to return them Thanks ; and after 

thefe Words, viz, ° We thank you for your Grants^ for 

the which be you ajfured we will be a good^and gracious 

^rwJ^u^T*^ Z^ri unto you \ the Lord-Chancellor, on the 2d Day of 

««2ff/, * 7*^^> prorogued the Parliament again to Readings to 

the 

o ReXt Ore fuo proph'ot prefatis ConmujtibMS, dixit, net vohis intime r^- 
gratiamur, et ne indubitetit <^uin -vobis (rimus gcnerofus et h^ntvolus. Domi^ 
I7M. Rot. Pari. 31 Hen. VI. N©. 20. 
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the 7th Day of November following; and at Readings KlngiKwiy VL 
on the fame Day, we find that the Parliament was ad- 
journed from thence to the nth of February next, at 
fViftminfier. But, on that Day, Ji^hn Earl of fV^r-^j^^ 
tefter^ and Treafurer of England^ by the King's Let- 
ters Patent, made another fhort Prorogation of three 
Days, to the 14th of the faid Month, at H^ejiminji^r* 

On which Day being again aflembled to do Bufinefs, 
Richard b\i\it of Y^rk^ by the King's Letters Patent, ^^^^'^^^^ 
was appointed Prefident in the faid Parliament '.* of die ParJU*- 

On the fame Day a very remarkable Cafe came be- ment. 
fore this Parliament. The Commons reprefented to the 
King and Lords, that Thomas Thorpe^ their Speaker, [ 271 ] 
and fPliUam Rati, a Member of their Houfe, were both 
m-pfifoned ; they therefore requefted that the faid Mem- 
bers might be fet at Liberty, according to the Privileges 
of their Houfe. 

The next Day the Duke of Tork flood up in the 
Houfe of Lords, and acquainted their Lordfhips, 
« That he had received Damages in an Aftion of Tref- 
^ pafs againft the faid Thorpe, laft Term, by a VerdiS HisOomplaint 

* of the faid Duke of York out of Durham- Houfi ; for » Trcfpaf^ 
^ the which he remained in Execution, and prayed that 

* he might continue there.' 

The Advice of all the Judges being taken in this Mat- 
ter, they made Anfwer, * That it was npt their Part to 

* judge of the Parliament's Anions, who were Judges 
^ and Makers of the Laws themfelves ; only they faid 

* that there were divers Super/ideas of Privilege of Par- 
^ liament brought into Courts, but a general Superjedeas^ 

* to fupprefs all Proceedings, there was not. ror, if 
^ there fliould, it would feem as if the High Court o£ 
' Parliament, that miniftered all Jufttce and Equity, 

* fliould hinder the Procefs of the Common Law, and 

* fo put the Party complainant without Remedy, inaf- 

* much as A£lions at Common Law are not determina- 

* ble in Parliament : But if any Member of Parliament 

* be arretted for fuch Cafes as are not for Treafon, Fe- 

* lony, or Surety of the Peace, or for a Judgment had 

* before 

f The Inftrument for it is in the Public A£lst and the Adjournment to 
Wtfiminftir mentioned. Dated at Wiftminfier^ Feb* 13. Anno Rerni, 31. 
Rot. Pari. 3z Henry VI. N©. 24. 

I'hc Dulce oiTtih is calPd, m. the Patent, Cbanjpmus Qsnfanguhfui mj^gr^ 
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KiAgi&^QrVI. < before Parliament, it was ufual for fuch Pcrfon to bo 

* quitted of fuch Arreft, and fet at Liberty to attend his 
^ oervice in Parliament/ 

After which Anfwer the Lords came to this Refolu-. 
tion, < That the faid Thomas Thorpe fliould remain in 

* Execution, notwithftanding his rrivilege as a Mem- 
^ ber, and being Speaker of th^ Houfe of Commons ;' 
and fent a Committee of their own Houfe to the Com- 
mons, to require them, on the King's Behalf, to chufe 
a new Speaker. Accordingly another Committee of 
the Commons were fent to the Lords to acquaint them 
that they had newly chofen, in the Place of Thomaf 

The ComsioiiB Thorpt^ Sir Thomas Charlton^ Knight, for their Speaker ; 

chttfe SirTHo- to which the Chancellor anfwcred, that the King ap- 

J*^"^^'^®'' proved of him, and willed them to proceed efFe£tu^y. 

About this Time King Henry fell dangeroufly fick 

.at Clarendon^ and happy had it been for him if he had 

then ended ' his Days ; his Sicknefs continued a long 

Time, but, at laft, he was perfeflly recovered of it. 

The Joy at Court , on this Occafion, was augmented 

by the Birth of a young Prince, Qut^tx Margaret h^i^xii^ 

been delivered of him this Year, who was chriftened 

[ 272 ] by the Name of Edward. The Tranfafiions of this 

Parliament take Notice of both thefe Particulars, as will 

appear by the Sequel. 

A Committee of the Houfe of Lords was appointed 
to go to the King, lying fick at Windfor^ to learn his 
Pleafurc touching two Articles ; the firft^ To know 
who fliould be Archbifhop of Canterbury^ and who 
Chancellor of England^ in the Place of John Kempe^ by 
whofc Death they lay in the King's Difpofal. The 
fecondy To know whether certain Lords, there namedy 
to be of the Privy Council, were agreeable to him, or 
not. On the 25th of March the faid Committee reported 
to the whole Houfe, * That they had been to wait up- 

* on the King at Wind/or^ and after three feveral Inter- 

* views with him, and carneft Sollicitations, they could 

* by no Means have Anfwer, or Token of Anfwer ,7rom 
« him.' 

After this ftrange Infcnfibility of the King's was fliewn 
to the Lords in Parliament on March 27, they confti- 
tuted and appointed the Duke of Tork ProteSor and De- 
fender of the Realm, fo long as the fame fliall pleafe the 

King; 
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ICing; the faid Duke thereupon required the AijfwerKingHiwry VI. 
df the Lords to the Articles following : 

i. * That it be enaaed. That the faid. Duke doth 
^ take upon him the faid Office by the particular Ap- 
< pointment of the Lords, dnd not of his own Seeking 
« or Defire.* 

A^fwer. The like Articlis fi)all he made for thtSy as 
was made during the King* 5 Minority* 

IL ^ That all the Lords will affift the Duke in his 

* Office.* 

Anfwer. It is agreed^ hy all lawful Means* 

IIL * To prefcribe the PoWer thereby given to the 
« faid Duke/ - 

Anfwer. He Jhall be Chief of the Council^ Protestor 
and Defender^ which implies a perfonal Attendance againjt 
foreign Invajton and inward Rebellion % but nd Authors*' 
tyof Governance ; and all this fo it he no Prejudice to tht 
young Princi. 

IV. * To appoint how much Money the feid Duke 

* fhall take for the Exercife of the faid Office.' 

Anfwer. Precedents Jhall be fearched^ and the Duke t ^73 3 
conferred withatl about ity after which an ASf Jhall be 
made to fettle it. 

April 3. The King*s Letters Patent were read in the 
Houfe, appointing the faid Duke to be his Chief Coiin- 
fellor, Protedor, and Defender of this Realm, during 
the King's Pleafure ; or, unto fuch Time as Edward 
the Prince fliall come to Age of Difcretion" : Which 
great Office the Duke, in full Parliament, took upon 
Him to perform. Hence it appears, fays a late Hiftori* 
an, that it was believed the King's Indifpofition would 
Jaft as long as he lived, and that it afFedted his Under- 
flanding more than his Body. In the next Place, adds 
he, by teferving this Office for a Child of fix Months 
did, who was to exercife it when at Age, the Parlia- 
ihent ihew;ed their Intention to prcferve entire the 
Rights of the Houfe of Lancajter^ though the Duke of 
Tork was declared Protedlor. Other Letters Patent 

VoL.IL T were 

n This Inftrument is alfo in the Public ASx^ and another unmediately 
following it, for conftituting Edward the young Prince, though then fcarce 
feven Months old^ Proteflor, sSc, when he fhall arrive at Years of Dlfcre- 
tion. They are both of the fame Date, t/za. April 3, but the firft is faid , 
to be done by Authority of PaiUamcni, which the other i» Jiot, J^md^ Aug* 
T«m. XI, p» 34«, 347, 
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^l^ft HtnryVU y/ftrt j^ad, which were made to Edward the young 
Princct as in Anno i Hinry VI. with the yearly Fee 
of 2000 Marks only, befides Allowances for learn- 
ing to ridov and fuch other Exercifes ; provided the fame 
be no ways prejudicial to any 'Grant made Xq Margaret 
Q}xten of England. Ajgain, 
TheKiagertttet ^^^ King, by his Letters Patent, createth his Son 
hU SonPxinct of Edward ?r\ncc of ff^alis and Earl of Chefttr^ to him 
Wala^&c. and to his Heirs, Kings of England^ with the Revenues 
thereunto belonging; which were confirmed by the 
Hands of all the Lords, and by the Commons in Par- 
liament. 

By the fame Authority the King granted to hi» 
A Dowry fettled Q^cen Margaret the Sum of loco/. yearly, for her 
on the Queen. Life, out of the Cuftoms and Subfidy of Woolls in the 
Port of Southampton j befides fundry Manors and Here- 
ditaments in the Counties of Northampton^ Southamp-- 
tony and Oxfordjhirey which were alfa confirmed to her 
by Parliament. 
[ 174 ] The further mifcellaneous Proceedings of this Parlia- 

ment were, that /S/c^^r^/ Earl of Salijbury^ JohnKzil 
of Shrewjburyy John Earl of fVorceJier^ James Earl of 
Wiltjhire^ and the Lord Stourton^ were appointed to 
keep the Sea ; to whom was allotted the three Years 
Tonnage and Poundage granted by the laft Parliament. 
And, jtpril 15, it was agreed that, towards the Sup- 
port of the Expence of the Lords aforefaid, there ihould 
be a Loan made from certain Cities and Towns, there 
named, of particular Sums, and th'ley were to be an- 
fwered for the fame out of certain Cuftoms and Sub- 
fldies. 

In this Parliament Thomas Courtney y Ea^rl of Devon^ 
was accufed of Treafon, and acquitted of the fame by 
his Peers, Humphrey Duke of Buckingham being High- 
Steward for the Time being : But, becaufe the Duke 
of l^^rijudged the Honefty of the faid Lord to be touch* 
ed, the faid Earl made a public Declaration of his Loy- 
alty before the Houfe, and referred further Trial of it, 
as a Knisht ihould do; 6n which the Lords wholly ac- 
quitted him as a loyal Subjeft. 

The King, by his Letters Patent, publickly read in this 
Parliament, acknowledged Edmund of Hadjhamy and 
Jafper of Hatfield^ the Sons of Queen Katherine his 

Mother^ 
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Mother, to be his lawful Half-Brothcrs and Denizens, King Hemy VI. 
The King alfo abated the faid Edmund Earl of Rich- The King's 
mondj and that, in Parliament and elfewhere, he ihould Half- Brothers 
have Preheminence above all Earls. The King like- ^"^i^p^*'*'' 
Wife granted to the faid Edmund^ and to the Heir^^* cccncy* 
Male of his Body, lavirfully begotten, the whole Coun- 
ty, Honour, and Dominion of Richmond, with all the 
Hereditaments and Appurtenances, with Warranty by 
the accuftomed Services^ Likewife, by Aflent of Par- 
liament, the King granted to the faid Earl of Richmond^ 
in Tail-general, the Manor of Worefdale^i with the 
Appurtenances, in the Counties of Lancajler^ Wejlmore* 
land, and York, late belonging to John Duke oi Bedford^ 
to hold only by Fealty, with certain Provifions therein. 

The King alfo, by other Letters Patent, created 
Jafper of Hatfield Earl of Pembroke, with the Prehe- 
minence to take Place above al| Earls next unto his 
elder Brother Edmund; and gave him likewife the 
whole County, Honour, and Dominion of Pembroke, as 
above. In both which Creations and Grants are cer- 
tain Provifoes, or Exceptions ; and both thefe^ Letters [ "feyj 3 
Patent were confirmed by Parliament. 

The Commons required the Lords to call to Mind 
the Hazard that the Town of Calais was then in, and 
the Safe-keeping of the Sea, and that the Subfidies grant- 
ed might be really employed to that Purpofe. They 
alfo defired the Lords to excufe them from granting any 
other Subfidies, for that they neither could nor durft do 
it. Finally, they required that a grave and wife Council 
fhould be eftablifhed to anfwer all Petitions, ^c. which 
was promifed. 

It was ordained, That the Mayor, Conftable, and • ' 

Fellowfliip of the Merchants of the Staple at Calais, fliall 
be paid io,ooo Marks out of the Subfidy of WooUs 
there, which Sum they lent towards the Payment of the 
Soldiers' Wages in that Place. The faid Mayor and 
Merchants made feveral Demands befides, which are 
fyecified, to which they had Anfwers given them. 
Richard Duke of York being appointed Captain, or Go- 
vernor, of Calais, and requiring Satisfaftion in thirteen 
' Articles, or Demands, concerning ready Payment^ and 
other proper Supplies for keeping the fame, had reafon- 
able Anfwers given to them. 

T 2. Sir 
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King Hcao Vh Sir fVilliam Oldball^ Knight, who was Speaker in the 
laft Parliament, was alYo attainted of Treafon, for being 
concerned in Cadets Rebellion, and a Writ of Outlawry 
againft him was confirmed by Parliament. 

Whereas Robert PeyningSj of Soutbwark^ Efq; being 
Carver, Sword-bearer, and chief A£lor with Jack Cadty 
had his Pardon, upon which he, with certain Sureties 
by Recognizance, was bound in the Chancery for his 
good Behaviour; fince which Time he. had committed 
many Riots, particularly in raifing and going with 
Men armed in Kent^ againft the Law ; therefore it was' 
ordained, That an Extent, upon the faid Recognizance, 
{hall go againft the faid Poynings and his Sureties, and 
againft him and their Lands and Goods. 

We (hall conclude the Bufirlefs of this Parliament 
with taking Notice of a Petition exhibited by the Com^ 
mons in it to this Purport. That whereas divers and 
^ fundry Lords of Parliament, as well Spiritual as Tem- 
^ poral, and commanded by the King's Writs to attend » 

* have neverthelefs abfented themfelves from coming to 

* the Service thereof, that they be feverally fined to the 

* King's Ufe j for every Archbiihop and Duke, 100/. 

< every Bi(hop or Earl, 100 Marks \ every Abbot and 

< every Baron, 40 /. to be levied upon their Lands, 

< Goods, t^c. with an Exception for the Biihops of St. 

* Afaph^ Bangor^ and Landaff^ who, on Account of 

* their Poverty, we fuppofe, were only to be fined each 
^ 20/. Sicknefs and Inability, well proved, was alfo al- 
^ lowed an E^cufe, or Abfence beyond the Seas, or 

< Attendance on the King's Perfon in his prefent bad 

< State.' Which Ad had the Royal Affent. 

The laft we (hall mention is a (bort Account of a 
Statute made on a private Affair. A Complaint was 
made by Henry Beaumont ^ Efq; Son and Heir to Sir Henry 
Beaumont^ Knt. and Charles Nowel, Efq; againft Ed- 
ward Lancajiery of Skipton in Craven^ Efq; for taking 
I ^70 J away Dame Joan Beaumont^ late Wife to the faid Henry ^ 
being lawfully married to the faid Charles^ and for that 
the faid Edward married the faid Dame againft her Will, 
and thereby raviflied her ; againft which kdward^ and 
many others there named. Remedy is given by way of 
Appeal. Thefe, and fuch like Pradlices, produced a 
Statute, which, in the A£ls of this Year, goes under this 

Title, 
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Title, A Remedy for a JVoman inf arced to be hound by King Henry VU 
Statute or Obligation* 

It has been faid, that the Wars with France being 
now ended, the Civil Diflentions, between the two 
Houfes of York and Lancq/ier^ began in contending for 
the Crown; tho* hitherto Matters had been carried on 
both Si^es with Moderation, the Houfe of Tork having 
yet not openly made their Claim to the Regality, neither 
in Parliament nor out; but only raifed an Army, under 
Pretence of reforming Abufes in the Government. • The 
' Title this Family had to the Crown, fays an Hiftorian*, 

* was very fair, according to the Law of the Land ; Rich* 

* ard^ the prefent Duke, being Great-Grandfon of Lio- 

* nel Duke of Clarence, elder Brother to John of Gaunt^ 

* Duke of Lawajlery by whom the three laft Henries de- 

* rived their Right to the Crown. But Henry VI. tho* his 

* Title was not fo fair and clear, yet not being the Ufur- 

* per himfelf, but fucceeding upon the Ufurpation of his 

* Father and Grandfather, two very great Princes, and 

* he being of known Goodnefs and Piety, had long kept 

* PofleiEon of it : Therefore it required great Art, 

* Cunning, and Force, in the Duke of Tofky to wreft 

* the Diadem from him.* 

Moft of our Hiftorians relate, that the Duke of Somer- 
fet t^^as accufed of Treafon, in the laft Parliament, ha- 
ving been arretted fome Time before, and fent Prifoner 
to the Tower**. How far this laft Circumftance may [ 277 } 
be true, is uncertain ; but the former is apparently falfe, 
by the Proceedings of that Parliament given before. It 
Is faid further, * That the Queen, who was as intent 

* to fai^e Somerfet as his Enemies to deftroy him, had 

* fo contrived Matters, that nothing (hould be done 

* againft him ; for the King being fomewhat recovered 

* from his Illnefs, and come well to his Senfes, flhe caufed 

* him, tho' very weak, to be carried to the Houfes, and 
< there to diflblve the Parliament, fo that nothing was 

T 3 deter- 

a Daniel by Kenmtf p, 410. 

b Fabian writes, That the Duke o^^omerfet was arretted of High Treafon, 
Dec, I, 145 1, when the Parliament was fitting, and his Goods torn ou^ 
of his Houfe in the B/ack- Frier's, and embezzled. For, at this Time, adds 
he, the Lords* Servants and Attendants who came to Parliament were 
very numerous j the Temporal Lords keeping then more HofpitaJjty, and 
hid greater Retinues of Servants, far exceeding what the Lords in hift 
7 imc did. Fabian' s Qbronicle, Anajoi^^i, J^Stvwu 
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King flr«f| VI. < determined in the Matter/ It is, not poffible ta fup- 
pofe that the Abridger of the Parliamentary Records 
"would have overlooked this lail Circumftance, nor the 
Records themfelves, which we have carefully examined 
on this Occafion, been filent j and therefore, fince it 
• is taken no Notice of, we may well fuppoie it as erro- 
neous as the former. Inftead of that, Edmund Duke of 
Somerfet is the fecond Perfon, on the Lift of the Peers, 
fummoned to this Parliament^ and he was ordered to be 
paid a very large Sum due to him for Fees, Wages, ^c. 
whilft he was Governor of Calaisy by Confent of both 
Houfes^ 

It is certain, however, that the Duke of York^ finding 
he could not get Somerfet removed from the King's, or 
rather the Queen's, Protedion, which probably he was 
not forry for, raifed another Army, and encamped with 
it near 5/. AlbarCs. The King and his Courtiers were 
as ready to oppofe him, and a Battle was fought near 
that Town, May 23, 1455, in which the Duke was 
The Duke of yiaorious ; and the Duke of Somerfet^ the Earls of iVcrM- 
Airay"ndtake.««^^''^««^ and Stafford^ John Lord Clifford, with many 
the KingPrifo- Others, Perfons of Note, and about 800 common Men, 
^^^^ were flain; and, what rendered this Viftory more com- 

plete, the King himfelf was taken Prifoner **. And this 
was the firft Blood drawn between the two Houfes of 
York and Lancajier, 

The Duke of York, and the Lords his Confederates, 
■ carried the King with them to Su Jlban's, and paid 
C 278 ] him all the Honour and Reverence due to his Dignity. 
They befought him, on their Knees, to forgive the Ac- 
tion of that Day, and accept them for his loyal Sub- 
jects. For now the Duke of Somerfet, the common 
Enemy of the Nation, and the Caufe of this Commo- 
tion, being dead, he, and all his Adherents, would re- 
main, 

c y, Stoxue has given us the Articles which, he fays, the Duke ofTork 
exhibited againft the Duke of Somerfet in iParliament } but they are very 
trifling and infigniif cant* Ci^r^w. p. 393. 

By two Inftruments in the Public A3sy we find that the Dukes of 
York and Somerjet were bound to each other in the Sum of ao,ooo Marks, 
to refer their Differences to the Arbitration of the Archbiftiop of Canttrn 
iuryy and feven other Bilhops and Noblemen, there named, F«d. A»g» 
Tom. xi. p. 362, 363. 

; d In an Aft of Attainder pafTed againft the Duke of Tork. &c. Am 
38 Henry VI. The King himfelf is faii to be huj :, or wounded, in tb« 
ISattle, 
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main, during their Lives, his faithful and obedient Sub-'^ingHwryVi* 
jcds \ and that he fhould find that the Deftrudlion of 
Somerfet was his own Prcfervation. 

With fuch artful Speeches they amufed the poor 
King, who feemed well fatisfied with their Adions. 
After which the confederate Lords fpent their IVhitfun* 
tide together at London \ where it was refolved to call a 
Parliament, to fettle and compofe Things for the ge- 
neral Good of the Nation. Writs were accordingly if- 
fued out for fummoning a Parliament, dated May 26, 
at Wejitninjler^ to meet at the fame Place on the gtti 
Day of July following. It is to be noted, that no Peers 
of either Side of the Qucftion were omitted in the Sum- 
mons J this Lift being conformable to the laft, except 
in the Names of the Lords flain in the laft Battle i*. 

The Records begin this Parliament in this Manner : Anno Rcgni 33* 

* In the Prefence of the King, fitting fn his Chair of »4S5« 

* Eftate in the Painted Chamber at Weftminfter^ and of ^x,Wtfiminntu 
*the Lords and Commons, Thomas'^ Archbifliop of 

^ Canterbury and Chancellor England^ declared the 

* Gaufe of the Parliament, and took for his Theme, 

* what is not given in the Record, but an Hiatus left 

* thereinftead of it. This is, indeed, valde dejiendu^ \ 

* for a Speech from the Chancellor, at this critical Pe- 

* riod, muft have been fomewhat fingular. There is 

* only entered. That the Chancellor willed the Com- 
*mons to chufe their Speaker, and the next Day to 

* prefent him to the King ; And farther fhewed to them, 

* that the King's Pleafure was,. That all Eftates fliould 

* enjoy their Liberties.' 

It was not till the next Day of the Seffion that the 
Chancellor caufed certain Articles to be read before the 
Houfes, containing the Caufe of the Suqimons, which 
were divided as follows : 

F/r/?, To take Order for the Expences of the King's 
Houlhold.— — For the due Payment of the Garrifon at 
CalaU^ and the Marches there. — 'To provide for keep- [ 279 ] 
ing the Seas againft any Invafion of the French ; par- 
ticularly to guard againft the Scoti^ who had befieged 
Berwick^ notwithftanding the Truce.— -To appoint 

hov» 

f Dugdale*s Summons to ParUsmentf Anno Regni 33. 
% Tijomai Bourcbier, Lt Nevii Ffijii E(C, Ang* 
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King iTMTjrVL how and what Time the 13,000 Archers, granted laft 
Parliament, (hould be employed. — To procure a perfe6): 
Accord and Unity amongft the Lords.— ^To reftrairi 

the carrying out of Gold and Silver Coin.-' To prO" 

vide for fetter keeping of the Seas.-" — To take Pre- 
caution that the Peace may be kept in Wales, To 
every one of which Articles a Co^nmittee of certain 
Bifliops and Lords were, feverally, appointed. ' 
The Day after, the Commons prefentcd Sir John 
•^o« S T^^'^^^^^^ to the King, as their Speaker ; who, with the 
SpMker.^*" ufual Ceremony, was allowed. The fame Day along 
Conveyance, or Charter, made by the King, whereby 
he acquitteth Richard Duke of Tork^ Richard Earl of 
Warwick^ and Richard Earl of Salijbury^ of any dif- 
loyal Practices, and taketh them to be his good and 
faithful Subjeds, was read and confirmed by Parlia- 
ment. In which it is remarked, that Edmund late Duke 
of Somerfit^ Thomas Thorpe^ and JVilliam Jofephy Efqrs. \ 
by their falfe Dealings, had caufed the King to think the 
contrary of thefe Lords, and raife a great Power again!); 
the Duke and them. 

Then fome Letters were read, wrote by the Dukq 
pf Torky and fent to the Archbifhop oi Canterbury^ Chan- 
♦ cellor of EngUndy dated from Roy/Ion^ in May laft, con- 

cerning his coming with an armed Force to meet the 
King, in order to redrefs the Grievances he had com- 
plained of: One of thefe was alfo figned by the Earl? 
and Lords that accompanied him, and exprelTed theii[ 
great Obeifance and Submiffion to his Majefiy. But 
thefe Letters, it feems, were kept from the King's 
. , Knowledge, by the Djike of Somerfet and others, untill 
fuch Tin^e as the faid Duke of Tork^ iffc. met with the 
King at St, Alban's^ laft Afoy,, iq order to have fpoke 
with him ; but that the Duke of Somerfety and others, 
[ aSo ] did refift them with a great Number of armed Men, in 
which Conflift the faid Duke pf Somerfet was flain. 
Lajily^ it was Mrged, That then the Duke of York and 
his Allies waited on his Majefty yery civilly, and made 
their humble Obeifance to him after the Battle. 
. Upon which the Duke of York^ and all his Accom- 
plices, were acquitted of coming with him to the faid 

Cop- 

r ^Tbtrpt was a Baron of the Exchequcf , and Jofepb is called by Sto^e% 
for whatReafon we know not^ theKiog*s CoJlateial Companion, ^me* 
fbro9, p. 400* 
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Conflia or Battle, and of any Harm done at it. This King JSTwrjp v^ 
was confirmed by the King and the general Confent of ^^ p^^^^ ^ 
both Houfes, and ordered to be ihrolled, July T.^^ inror/Candhis 
the 33d Year of his Reign. All the Bifliops and Lords Confederates de« 
were (worn to be true to the King, in open Parliament/ w«»ocent» 
and all their Names are, as ufual, entered upon theRe* 
cord. The fame Order was taken for all other Lords 
that (hould come to Parliament to take the like Oaths, 
The Oath that the Peers took at this Time was as 
follows : Taking the King by the Hand they fingly faid, 

TDo promitte unto your Highnefs, by theFiith andTrouth 
^ that I owe to God and to youy that IJhalitruly and 
feithfully kepe the Legeaunce that I owe unio yoUj my mojl 
Soveraine Lord^ and to put me in my Devoir to do all that 
may be to the Welfare^ Uonoure^ and Saufegarde of your 
mojl Noble Per/one and Roiall EJfate and Preeminence 
find Prerogative ; and I /hall at no Tyme will or confent 
to That that might in eny wife be or fowne [turn'] to the 
Hurt or Prejudice of your f aid mojl Noble Perfone^ Dig^ 
fiity^ Corone^ or EJiate. Andj over that^ 1 Jhall with all 
my Power refi/l and withfiond all theim that wold in eny 
wife prefume to attempt the contrary. So God me help 
and all his Seyntes. 

This Oath was taken and fubfcribed by the two 
Archbifhops, two Dukes, (TorJt and Buckingham) ele^ 
ven Bifhops, fix Earls, two Vifcounts, eighteen Abbots, 
two Priors, and feventeen Barons. 

At the Requeft of the Earls of Salijburyy Shrew/bury^ 
^nd Worce/ier^ and of the Lord Stourton^ who were 
made Guardians of the Seas, by the laft Parliament, 
they were difcharged from that Office : And, July 3i> a jongProro «^ 
the Archbifhop of Canterbury^ as Chancellor, in thetion. 
King's Prefence, prorogued the Parliament from the 
fame Day and Place to the 12th of November enfuing, 
at Wefimthfter ; after a general Pardon had been grant- 
ed by the Kins, and confirmed by their Authority, for 
all Treafons, Felonies, Contempts, Trefpafles, t5fr. 

This is a pretty long Prorogation ; and as to what 
was done in the Interval, Hiftory being filent, we may 
conclude that every Thing ftill continued in a Teeming 
^micahle Way. At thp Time appointed the two 

Honfes 
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l^tHmyVh'HwXts met again ; but here, it f^ems, the King was 
abfent, for bis Letters Patent were read the firft Day, 
conftituting Richard Dulce of York to prefide in this 
Seffion ; which CommijSion was read publickly, firft 
before the Lords, and next before the Commons'. 

[ 381 ] Novemberi^. A Member ofthcHoufc of Commons, 
whom the Kecord calls only by the fingle Name of Bur- 
Uy^ with others, were appointed a Committee from that 
Body to go to the Lords, and require that the Duke 
of Tofk and the Lords might move the King to appoint 
In able Prote<ftor and Defender of the Realm, fmcc he 
would not himfelf attend the public Service, and that 
the Commons might be made acquainted with his Per- 
fon and Charader. 

The next Day the faid Burley^ and others of the 
Commons, came again before the Lords, and renewed 
their Suit about the Prote<aorfliip, as they did the Day 
after. Upon this the Lords held a Confultation on the 
Affair; when it was refolved. That the Duke of W 
was the moft worthy for the Office ; and therefore a 
Requeft was made to the faid Duke by the whole Houfe, 
that he would take upon him the faid ProteiSorfliipi 
according to the Precedents ufed before on the like Oc- 
cafion : The Duke excufed himfelf from accepting the 
Office, but defired Refpite to confider of it. 

This Confideration took up but a very little Tinic; 
for, the next Day, Burley and the reft coming a» ^^^^^ 
to the Lords, again repeated their Defire. To which 
.^ _^ , .the Lord-Chancellor anfwered. That the King, with the 
li^o^x^vfT f^^^^^ of the Lords, had requefted the Duke of r.ri to 
icftof, be Prote£lor and Defender of the Realm. The Duke 

accepted of it, and made the fame Proteftation and De- 
mand as he did in the laft Parliament, and had the 

fame 

• The Preamble to this Inftrument is in thcfe Wbrds s . , 

Henricus. fife. Saatis quod aim tios, undecimo Die Novembrif wj** I 
prateritOf dt jSJJenfu Confilii rtbftriy pro eo fuod nos Parliiniu»t9 »f^* j 
fuod nono Die Julii ultimo praterito opud Palatium nofirum Wcftmooaitcm 
lenuimuiy et tricejjimo prima ]\A\\. tunc proximo fequente ujq\ ad duodta^* 
Diem ^ovcmhrls ultimo prateritum ed Pa'atium noftrum pradiSuft f^^ 
gavimus et adJornavimuSf oh certai jufiai et rationabiJei Com/m i» Ferfim ; 
. nofira inter eJJ'e non pojjumui ; 

De CircumJpeSiicne et Indujiria carljpmi Cotijanguinei nofiri Ricardi D»"* 
Xborum, 6ff. Rot. Pari. 34 Henry VI. N®. 30. 

Pated November iz, Anno Refrni 34, Fad% Ang. Tom. XX. p. J7^ 
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lame Anfwer. And after the faid Duke had had fomeKlng fimj Vi. 

Conference with a Committee of the Peers, appointed 

for that Purpoi^, it was agreed. That he ihould have 

yearly, towards his Charges, 4000 Marks. Only he 

deiired that it might he recorded, he fought, not this 

Honour himfelf, but had it laid upon him by them ^« 

But this great Power, we fuppofe, was thought too £ z%z ] 
dangerous to remain long in the Duke's Pofleffion ; for 
a fmall Time after, before this Parliament broke up, th^ 
King came in Perfon to the Houfe ; and, as well by his 
Letters Patent, in the Nature of a Writ, diredled to 
Richard Duke of York^ as by the whole Confent of the 
faid Parliament, revoked and repealed the Power of- ^|. 
ProteSor and Defender, and Chief Co'unfellor, before ved. 
committed to the faid Duke \ And, at t)ie fame Time, 
the King committed the whole Eftate, Affairs, and Go- 
vernance of the Realm^ to the Lords of his CounciL " 
Only, for Matters concerning his Perfon, they were 
#iot to proceed without making him privy to it. 

In this Parliament the King, by feveral Letters Pa* 
tent, confirmed to his young Son, Edward Prince of 
IVaks^ and his Heirs, Kings of England'^ his Creation 
of the Principality and Earldom of Chijier^ with aU the 

par- 

t The Preamble to this CommiiTion is ftUl more remarkable than the 
fbnner. 

Ktx^ &€. Cum Communitas Regni noftri Angliae in pr^fenti Parliaments 
nofiro ixiftem nobis ftepius bumiUime fuppUcofuerit & inpanter per^uaferit^ 
96 reprimendai InfoUntias, ReM/iones, MurJra, & Riotas, fu^ indies M^ 
verfis ejujdem Regni Partibus attemptantur & contmittuntur, ^ ob bonum 
publitum Tuitiommque ejufdem. Regni ac Pads nofir^e, nee non Tranquillitatis 
Stibditbrum noftrorum Confers ationem, inclinare & eon/entire ve/tmus Peri' 
Jonam aliquam potentem ^ idoneum Protedlorem ^ Defenfofem Regni nofiri 
pradiSli confiituere fef ordinare, cujus Sopientia & Jnduflria, Potentia & 
yu-uaminCf Regni 2iegotia melius, ttutius & fdicius dirigi & expedire 
valeant : 

Nos, Petitionem Commumtatis pradiBa contemplantes, Infirmitateque^ 
qua altifllmo Salvatori noftro Perionam noftram vifitare piacuit, Impedi- 
mentum praef^ante <}ao minus ad aflualem Executionem Prote^ionis ic 
Defeniloftis Regni noftri prxdi^i & Ecclefix i^ff^^Vi^n^ intendere poifimus, 
^ ii plurimis vexaremur Negotiis, ceierique Sanitati recuperandae Obftacu* 
lum foret, confiderata. 

De Circumfpe£iione & Induftria earijimi Con/anguinei noftri RicardI 
Ducis Eborum, &c, 

A Claufe is added. That tliis Grant ihall be void, as Toon as Edward 
his Son (hall arrive at Years of Difcretion. Dated at Weftminfteri Nov* 19. 
By Authority of Parliament, Fwd. Ang, Tom. XI. p. 369, 370. 

«. This Inftrument is dated February 25 j under it, 

P/r ipfum Regem & ConJ/ium in Pariiatnento, Ibid* p# 37 Ji R9t» PW* 
34 Hen, VJ. NO. 39, 40. 
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Kiflg/fMry VI* particular Dominions and Hereditaments belonging to 
the faid Honours. And, as it is recited, becaufe the 
faid Prince, the King's firft-born Soni on the Day of hiy 
Birth^ is, and ought to be, Duke of Cornwall^ the King 
deliver'd up the fame to him, dnd all other Hereditaments 
r 283 1 belonging to that Dukedom. Alfo it was ordained, 
That the faid Prince Ihall be at Diet, and live in the 
King's Court, unto the Age of fourteen Years; for the 
which Diet the King (ball yearly take all the Revenues 
and Profits of the faid Principality, Earldom, and Duchy 
of the faid Prince, untill the faid Prince come to the Age 
of fourteen Years ; allowing yearly, towards his Ward- 
robe and Servants' Wages, 10,000/. unto the Age of 
eight Years, and from that to fourteen Years 20,000 
Marks yearly ; with feveral other Provifions there ex- 
preffed, which were all confirmed by Parliament y. 

At the Requeft of the Mayor and Company of the 
Staple at Calais^ Sir John Cheyney^ Knt. ViSuallcr of 
that Town, who, by the Appointment of the Council,* 
had delivered to the faid Mayor arid Company certain 
of their Obligations, to the Suip of 2006 Marks, which 
they lent the faid Sir John by Confent of Parliament, 
was acquitted of the fame. 

The King, for 26,000/. borrowed of the Merchants 
of the Staple, by the AfTent of Parlrament, granted to 
them the Repayment of the fame out of the Cuftoms 
and PafTage-Dues in the Ports of Sandwich and Soutb- 
ampton, 

A particular Allotment of 3934/. 19^. 4i^» o^V^^ 
divers of the King's Revenues, Cuftoms, and Fee- 
Farms, is allowed yearly towards the Charges of the 
King's Houfhold. 

A general Aft of Refumption of all Lands, Offices, 
Fees, l^c, from the firft Day of this King's Reign, was 
pafTed, with a great Multitude of Provifions made by 
the King therein, .by which one might fuppofe that the 
whole A<Sl itfelf was evaded. 

After 

y Kotwithftanding thefe Royal Donations, Hidorians ftick not to fay, 
that he was not fo much as the Queen's Son, but changed in tbe Cndlc 
Fabian s Cbron, Anno 1453. 

HolUngJhead writes, That it was tbe Opinion of the common Peop«> 
(perchance untruly, lays he} that the King was not ^ble to get a Chiid. 
Ckront p. 641, 
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After all this Bufmcfs'was tranfaSed, Thomas Arch- King Hnwy VI, 
bifliop of Canterbury^ and Chancellor of England^ by 
the Appointment of the Duke of Tork^ the King's. 
Commiffioner, in the Prefence of the Lords and Com- 
mons, prorogued the Parliament from that Day, De^ r ^^jl 1 
cember 14, to the 14th of January next enfuing, at ff^eji^ 
minjitr, 

. But though we hear no more of a Meeting of this 
Parliament, yet it is neceffary to learn what Hiftorians 
have coUefted relating to the Proceedings of it, that 
the Reader, by comparing them with the foregoing Ac- 
count from the Records, may better come at the Source 
of the Mifchiefs which foon after involved all England 
in Blood and Ruin. 

It is faid that this Parliament met on the Day appoint' 
ed, July 9, in order, indeed, to fettle Things according 
to the Will of the conquering Lords, but under a Pre-* 
tence of doing all for the Public Good ^. Some few 
AGt& were made, more for the Colour of Juftice than 
the common Safety. One was, * That Servants of Per- 

< fons lately deceafed, who have embezzled their Ma-* 
«. fters' Goods before the Executors can enter upon them,- 

* if they are found guilty, fhall be attainted of Felony, 

* That whereas the Officers of the Exchequer were 

* guilty of great Extortion in exafting Fees of the 

< People, it was ftinted what Fees ibould be taken by 
^ them in the feveral Caufes there tried and adjudged. 

* That there fhould be but fix common Attorneys in 

* the County of Norfolk^ fix in Suffolk^ and two in 

* Norwich \ becaufe it was found by Experience that the 

* Multitude of Attorneys in thofe Counties ftirred up 

* and procured many Suits at Law for fmall Trefpafles, 

* little Offences, and fmall Debts *.' Thefe Acfts were 
pafled and publifhed, to let People fee what a Reforma- 
tion they might expert, if the popular Lords had the 
Rule. But, adds our Authority, they ferved only as a 
curious Prologue to what followed, and was chiefly in- 
tended, viz. the following Votes and Refolutions : 

Firjl^ ' That the Government, as it was managed by Refoiuticiw 

* the Queen, Duke of Somerfet^ and their Friends, had againft the 
« been of late a great Injuftice and Oppreffion to the ^"^*^"' ^"^^ 

* People. . ^, 

2 Sam, Daniel hy Kennet, p. ^li, x "*fc 

* Sec Statutes at large^ Anno 33 Henry Vli chap. i« iil. vii. 
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King Henry VI. < That the King, who was himfelf a piou« ^nd good 
[ 285 ] < Prince, had been abufed by tbofe who counfelled and 

* advifed him, to his great Diflionour. 

* That the Duke of Glouceftfr^ whofe Memory had 

< been ftained with a Charge of Treafon and Rebellion 
^ fince his Death, was a true and faithful Subje<5l both 

* to the King and Realm. 

^ That all Manner of Alienation^ and Gifts of the 

* Revenues and Lands of the Crown, whether made by 

* the KiiKghiinielf orihirttament, from the firft Year of 

* his Reign, fhould be revoked, and the faid Lands and 

* Revenues refumed and taken into the King's Hands ^. 

* That no Perfon or Perfons (hould judge or report 
« that the Duke of York^ with the Earls of Salijbury 

* and Warwick^ were guilty of Rebellion or Treafon, 

* in coming againft the King, in a warlike Manner, to 

* Sf, AlbarCi^ fince the AQion was neceffary, and taken 

* in Hand to free the King from Captivity, and bring 

< Peace and Safety to the Nation ; but all the Blame was 

* to be laid on ^he Duke of Somerfet^ Lord Chief Baron 

* Thorpiy and ff^iiliam Jofeph^ Efq; who, out of a ma- 

* licious and evil Defign, kept a Letter fent by the Lords 

* from the King's Knowledge ; which, if it had been 

* delivered to the King's Majefty, would have taken 

* away the Caufe of thefe Diforders ^. 

By thefe Votes and A6ls, adds our Authority, they 
made Way for the Refolution, which was the main Drift 
of all; by which it was appointed that the Duke of TTori 
fhould be Proteftor of the Realm ; the Earl of Salijbury^ 
Lord^Chancellor ; and the Earl of If^arwick^ Governor 
of Calais and the Territories thereunto belonging: So 
that all Authority, Civil and Military, was in a Manner 
f 286 ] put into the Hands of the Confederate Lords, who made 
a Kind of a Triumvirate, and Henry had only his Title 

of 

fc HaWngJbeadf p. 644* 

c The Purport of the Letter was this : " That, as faithful and humble 
Subje£ls, they required only that it would pleafd the King, whofe Honour, 
Health, Surety, and Prefervation they chiefly wiflied, not to give Credit to 
their Adverfaries^ malicious 3uggeftions. till their coming to his Prefence; 
unto which they humbly befought him that they might be admitted as his 
faithful Liege People, to fhcw the Intent and Purpofe of their coming \ 
which was to no other End than to declare their Fidelity and Allegiance 
towards his moft Royal Perfon j intcndmg to put th^mfelves, with much 
Diligence and Labour, to procure him as much Honour, Health| and 
Safeguard as any Subjeft living.'* HalPs Chron. p. 644. 

This Letter is at Length in Rot. Pari. 33 Henry Vi, No^ao. 
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rf Ktng, without any othct Power. Under this Efta- King Utnrj W 

blifhment the Lords were very careful to adminifter 

Juftice impartially, to avoid Delays of Suits, and to pu- 

niih Bribery, in order to ingratiate themfelves with the 

People. 

An old Hiftortan remarks. That they had no Mind 
to deftroy the King, left they (hould fuddenly provoke 
the Fury of the common People againft them; ^mongft 
which umple Sort, adds he, forHiis Holinefs of Life and 
abundant Clemency, he was much favoured and efteem- 
cd-. 

Thus far our Hiftorians ; whofe Account, if com- 
pared with the Records, is fomewhat contradidory, tho' 
the main Syftem of this Demi- Revolution feems to be 
fet in a true Light. But this exalted Power, fo fnatch'd 
as it was, continued on its Bafis but for a (mail Time, 
for the Queen foon found Means to overturn it. Not- 
withftanding the Lofs of the Duke of Somerfet and others 
in the Battle at St, AlharCs^ ihe had then feveral very 
eminent Lofds in her Intereft ; and, being a Lady of a 
mafculine Spirit, ihe was not afraid to undertake any 
Thing to keep up the Dignity of her Hufband's Crown. 
It is probable that (he caufed the King to revoke the 
Grant of the Protedorfliip to the Duke of York^ in the 
laft Seffion of Parliament, before it was prorogued, as 
it is particularly mentioned in the Records, though all 
our Hiftorians are filent about that, and only fay that 
the Duke and Earl of Salijbury were difplaced from 
their great Offices, by an exprefs Order under the 
Great Seal, fome Time after the Parliament broke up ®. 

It is not in the Compafs of thefe Inquiries to trace the 
Beginning, orProgrefs, of thefe inteftine Troubles, any 
further than the Parliament of England was concerned 
in them, fome neceflary Connexions being allowed. 
The Queen and her Party being again reftored to the 
Government, kept their Ground for fome Time ; tho' [ 287 } 
the difcontented Lords watched all Opportunities to dif- 
lodge them. Some Tumults and Skirmifhes happened 
betwixt the two Parties, and another general Battle 
was dreaded ; to prevent which, the pious King and 

his 

«l Hair% Cbron, Fol. clxix. 

« It was done by A& of Geners^l .Council, callei for that Pu)p:>re t« 
QretnwUb, Balling /bead, p. 646. 
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King ifMry VI. his Biihops interfered, and Terms of Accommojatiofi 

were offered to reconcile them. A grand Meeting of 

An Agreement the Heads of bo^h Parties appeared at London^ with 

^tween the numerous Retinues of armed Followers ^ 5 and there, 

■nJthcConfcde-Sword-in-Hand, as it were, a feeming Reconcilation 

rate Lords j was efFeScd, the Terms of which are contained in eight 

Articles. Which Awatd, or Agreement, was fealed 

with the Great Seal, in the King's Palace at Wejimin" 

Jiety March 24, 1458. and the thirty-fixth of his 

Reign s. 

And, on the Day of Publication, a folemn Proccffion 
was madeto St. Paul's Church ; the King in his Royal 
Robes, and the Duke o^Tork leading the Queen, before 
whom marched the young Duke oiSomerfet and the Earl 
of Salijbury^ the Duke of Exeter and the Earl of War- 
wick^ with the reft of the Lords, thus coupled, attend^ 

AfFairs continued in a peaceable Manner, after this, 
but a very fl;iort Time 5 for the fame Year, a Fray hap- 
pening near the King's Palace at Weftminfier^ between 
a Servant of the King's and fome of the Earl of Wixt' 
wick*%^ the Quarrel run {o high, that, many joining on 
each Side, the Earl himfelf had like to have been flain, 
who came to appeafe it. The Earl talcing this as a 
Defign of the Queen's to murder him, and fearing worfe 
might happen, he haftened down to 2^iw->&, where, meet- 
ing the Duke and his Father, they foon concerted Mea^ 
fures, together to begin a new Commqtion. 
But the QttarKl ^ ^^^ Civil War was again entered into with great 
S3011 renewed. Brifknefs on both Sides ; but Fortune did not favour the 
Duke oiYork and his Party in this fecond Attempt; for 
when the two Armies were come fo near thit a Battle 
[ 288 ] was expefted, the King's Proclamation of a general 
• Pardon, for paft Offences, caufed moft of the Duice's 
Followers to throw down their Arms, and accept it } 
and their Leadejrs were forced to fly into different Coun- 
tries for Protedion. 

f Fabian has left us an Account how and whete the Lords of ^'^ 

Parties were lodged in the City and Suburbs. That fome had 6oo arfficd 

MeHf fome 9c o, and none lefs than 400, in their Retinues. Sothattbo 

' Mayor was obliged to keep a ftrong and diligent Watch, Night and Day» 

to prevent Tumults. Cbron, jinno 14;8. 

% See the Form of this Award in HoIIingJhegd, p. 647. and thccthrf 
J^fi^li/h Chronicles, fub hoc Anno, 

h }{9llifigjhead, p. 64S, 
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Henry having thus got a ViiSlory, without Bloocl(hcdvKv»« ^«0' ^I. 
^me to Coventry j where he had Aimmoned a Parlia- .pj^^ j^^ -^^ 
inent to meet on the 20th of November^ by Writs dated a viaory. 
at Lgominfter^ or hempfter^ the 9th ofOSioier foregoing. 
It appear'S by the Lift of the Lords called to this Parlia* 
laeBt, that it was wholly made up of thofe who were 
iiaunch Friends tp the (loiife of Lancafter ; though the 
Arc;hbi{hbp$9 Bifliops, ^c. were fummoned as ufual ^. 

On the Day of their Meeting, the Iting firting in hJsA«noR.ghi38. 
Chair of State,, in wie Lhapter-rloufe belonging tp the ,^60. 
Priory of our Lady at Coventry^ the Lords and Com- ^. ^ ' 
mons being alfo .prcfent, William Biihop oifFinehefler \ **'" '-^* ^ 
then Chancellor of Englandy made a notable Declara- 
tion, fays opr Authority, why this Parlianiient was called. 
But here is another HiatUs left by the Clerk, and no 
inore of the Chat)ceilor's Speech is given in the Record 
than his Theme or Text ; which was, Gratia vobis tf , 
Pax fQultipliceiur ; a very proper Portiori of Scripture at 
that Time. However, we are told that the Chancellor 
defired the Commons to Chufe their Speaker^ and pre- , 
fenthimthc ii^xt Day to th^ King. Accordingly tht ^^^^JJ^^'^T^J^ 
.Comorionsi preferited Thomas TriP>am^ Efqj whofe E^- fenSpeakcr.*^ ^'^ 
tufe being rejected, wiih the tommon Prot^ftatioil, he 
was allowed. 

. The flrft Thing this Parliament went upon, was t6 
bring in, and pafs, a Bill of Attainder againft iJiV&in/^j Xv. . 
Duke of York^ and others, his Accomplices. The In ro;'5, ^^.^at- 
jQtruroeht is very long, ^nd contains, amongft 6ther tainted. 
patters, the following Charges : 

Fir ft ^ * A Commemoration of the King's great Canb^jj^ Articlca 
<* in bringing the faid Duke up from a Child ; flnd the againft hiiiu 
*' many Ktndnefles and Honours he. had beftowed upon 

* him and his two Sons. Next^ The Confederacy ' of 
^ the faid Dpke with Jack Cade ^ to get himfelf advanced 
^ to the Crown : The Duke's coming oat of Ireland 
^ with J^orces, even into the King's Court and Prefeace : 
5 His- Practices to be Proteflor : His Intent to have rais'd 

\ 6x1 Arriiy againft the King at JD<?r//ir4^, in Kent: The [ 289 ] 
^ Duke's Submiffion and Oath to the King in PauPzy 

* after the feme : The Duke's Oath at large : His. Con- -^ 
, Vol. II. U *federacy 

» Dufddle*^ Summm to Parliament^ Antio 38 Henry YU Fabian call* ^ 
tfiis Meeting a ParJiament or a great Council. * Chronicle^ 1459* ^^» 
- b if^illjaffi fVa^neflete* Le Neii^ Fafti Ecc, Arz^ 
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federacy With the Earls of Warwick and Salijbury : A 
Rehearfal of the King's fundry Favours and Benefits 
conferred on the faid two Earls : The Kine^s Pardoii 
granted to the fatd Duke and Earh, and their Pjpomifes 
of due Obedience, with a Renumeration of divers Be* 
nefits bcftowcd upon them after : The Ambition of 
the faid Duke and Earls } their new Oaths and Pro* 
mifes made to the King ; their Policy in not coming 
to the Council ; and thePr Readinefs in getting tc^e* 
ther from a great Diftance : The Expedition of the 
Earl oiSaiiJburyj with Thomas znd John NeviUy Knts. 
Sons to the faid Earl ; Sir Thomas IJarhgt^ny Sir John 
Conyersy Sir Thomas Parre^ Knts. IFilliam Sfanleyy £fq; 
Son to Thomas Lord SianUyy and Ihomas Meryng^ of 
Tongy in the County of Tork^ with 5000 Men and 
Banners difplayed at Bloreheath^ on the Feaft of 
St. Matthew^ Anno Regni 38. James Lord Audley 
flain at the Battle of Bloreheath^ in Staff\irdjhtr€''y by 
the faid Earl ; and John Lord Dudley^ with feveral 
others, taken Prifoners : The King's purfuing them 
for the Space of thirty Days and Nights ; the King's 
Pardon offered to them, and their RefufaJ : The Af* 
fembly of the faid Duke alfo at Ludeford^ in Here- 
forilhire^ with Edward Earl of March^ Richard Earl 
of Warwick^ Richard Earl of Salijbury, Edmund Earl 
of Rutland^ J^^^ Lord Clinton^ John Wenlock^ Jama 
* Pickerings John Coniers^ and Thomas Parre^ Knights ; 
John Bourchier and Edward Bourchier^ Efqrs. Nephews 
to the faid Duke; Thomas' Colt ^ of London , Gentkmaiiy 
John Clayy of Che/hunt^ in Hertfordjbire^ Roger Eyton^ 
of Shrew/bury y and Robert Bold^ Brother to Sir Henry 
Boldyl,{qrs. who, with many others, pitched their Field 
near Ludeford^ in the County of Hereford^ on Friday 
the Vigil of the Tranflation of St. Edward^ Anno Reg- 
ni 38 : That the Duke made a Pretence to the Army 
that the King was dead, for whofe Soul Mafs'was faid 
publickly in the faid Duke's Camp : The King's Ex- 
pe£latton of the Duke, and the Duke's ranging his 
Army in Battle Array, fortifying the Ground with 
Carts, placing Guns upon them ; an Ambufli laid, 
and his Intention to have fuddenly furprized the King's 
Forces : The Departure of the faid Duke and Earls 

♦ out 

c TStiv Vrajtcn, Sfftmberty I4^d^ 
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^okt t>f the Field, about Midnight, under Colour toKinglftirjrVL 
^ repofe themfelves at Ludlow^ and their Flight into , 

^ fp'alesy becaufe that their Army fainted and fubmitted 

* themfelves to the King, who granted them Pardon/ 

Wherefore, for thefe and many other Caufes, the 
faid Ouke, Earls, and others, were attainted of Trea- 
fon by Parliament, and voted Traitors to the King and 
Kingdom ; Alia the Wife of Richard Earl of Salis'- 
bury » j Sir William Oldhally Knt. and Thomas Vaughan^ 
of London^ Efq; were, at the fame Time, attainted 
as Traitors, for procuring and aiding the Treafons 
aforefaid. And all and fingular, Hereditaments, &r. of i 
the laid Dfike, and others, attainted, fn Fee or Fee- 
'Tail, were adjudged to be forfeited to the Crown ; and * 
their Heirs difinherited to the Ninth Generation % -) 

Richard Gray Lord Powisy Sir Henry Radford^ Knt; 
and Waiter Devereux £fq; were pardoned their Lives^ 
for being in the Field with the Duke at Ludlow ; but . 
their Hereditaments, and other Profits, were forfeited 
as before* ** 

It was ena^ed, < That all Letters Patent and Granta 

* of any Office to ahy Perfon that was againft the King 
'^ in the Fields of St, Alban'syBloreheathy and Ludlow^ 
^ {hall be void ; ^nd that all Grants made by Richard 

* Duke of rorJtf or by the Earls of Saliflury and ff^ar^ 

* wicky to any Perfons^ being in thofe Fields againft the 
> King, be alfo void : But that all Grants made by the 
^ King to Perfons with him in the faid Fields, may nand 

* good } fome Provifoes excepted.' 

At the Requeft of the Houfe of Commons, Walter f 291 1 
Hopton^ Roger Keniftont^ Fulk Stafford^ William Haft- 
i^i^i (Son to. Sir Leonard Haftings^ Knt.) and Willian^ 
Bowes, Efqrs. for being in the Field againft the King at 
Ludlow, paid their Fines, atid were pardoned. At the 
fame Time the Commons accufed t^e Lord Stdnley, id 
fundry Particulars, of being in. Confederacy with the 
Duke of Tork^ and prayed that he may be committed to 
Prifoii. 

Anfwer. The King will te advi/ed. 

U 2 After 

n He was Earl of Salifiury in Right of his Wife, who was Daughter 
ftnd Heir to Tbomai it Montaeute, the laft £arl of that Name, DngdaU*k 
Saronage, Part I« p. 301* 

• Holli/tgfiead, p. 6s»t Danid m Ktmief, p, 4109 
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Kbf Bnuy VI« After ^hich andlber very felemn Oath was fraiM^^ 
-which all the Bilhops-adid liords, there named, did take^ 
^ubfcribe, anri feal, an the m th Day of Dicimber^ in full 
Parliament. 

The Form of 'thh Oath h mtich ftrongei^ and more 
bmding than the laft, tcdien in the 33d of this King, 
(inrhich we have given before) when the Torkj/lshzA him 
inCuftodv} and fince we have chofe to copy the former 
from the Record, the latter demands a Place alfo in thefe 
Inquiries, to (hew the extreme Jeafoofy oF thefe Times, 
«nd what Precaution was taken to fecure the Attadiment 
of the Nobility to the reigniiig Prince. 

A folemfl OatH T A. % * nchuwlecheyou^ Unofl High and Mighiy and 
6hca to Hinry. -» mwjl Oriftgn Prynee^ King Henry the Sixtj t9hemy 
modft redoutiJ Sdveraigne L^rdy and righttaufly^ by Sue* 
€i£wiy hdrne to reigmkppon me and all your Liege Peeph% 
wbereuppon I vo&ntariefyt without Gohettion^ premitte 
and ohlijh moy ky the Feith aad Trauth I ^tue unto Goif 
and by the Feith^ Trouthy and Ligeannce that I owe unto 
you my mooft redouted Soverai^e Lordy that J Jhdll be^ 
^thout any Vatianncey true^ feithfuly humble^ and obei^, 
farmt Subget and Liegeman, unto you my moofi redouted 
Soveraignr Lordy and that IJhall be mffo my Lives End, 
at all Tymes and Phcesy redy and attending at yout 
tJallingy in nly moofl berty Wyfe and Maner, as any true 
Liegeman owetb to be unto his Soverargne Lord, putting me 
hi my true undelaeed Devoir to doo all that that may be 
unto the Wele and Surete of your mdo/t'Roiall Perjonty of 
your mooft noble Eftatej and the verray GonfervatioH and 
Continuance of yout mooft high AuthoritOy Pree-eminenUy , 
'and Pterogatife ; to the fVeUy Surete y and Preferviing of 
the Perf^e of the mooft high and benigne PrineeJJe Mar- 
garete the ^eney fr^ Soveraigne Lady, and of her moofi 
high and nMe EftatOy fhe being your f^yf; and alfo to 
'the Jt^eUy SuretOy and Honour of the Perfone of the right 
^ High and AfightyPrinttEiwzfiy my right redouted Lordy 

the Prynce your firft- begotten Sonne y and of the right high 
and noble Eftate of the fame I and feithfulfyy truly, and 
'$heijfantlyy in my mooft humble Wyfe and Manor y bonourty 
fervty obey, and here n^ne Jligeannce unto you my mooft 
redouted Soveraigne Lord, during your Lyf^ which God, 

. Fadtf 

a Rot, Pari. 31 Benry VI, N^ 26; 
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JPWw ofMircfyfwr my mc^Ji fingulqr Comfort j prefifrvi^^iM^'^^* 

long in Profperite to endure: AndyfGod^ of bis infinite 

Power J take you from phis tran^trie Lyf^ mi biryng Lyf 

here in this IVorld^ that than I Jball take and accept m§ 

feid redoutfd Lord the Prynce Edward, your feid firft** 

begotten Sonm^for my Sever aigne Lordy and here my Trouth^ 

feitby and Liegeannce unto him^ as my naturati-iome $0^^ 

iferaigne Lord 9 ««</» ofter himj unto bis SucceJJion of his 

pody lasujfuUy hegoten ; and^ in Defaute of bis SucceJJioni 

Vficb God defend J unto eny either SucceJJion of your Bodjf 

/awfully comyng. And IfoaU never at enyTymoj for enyi 

M^ery Occafion^ Cokur^ Affinite, cr Caufiy confent, give 

Aidy AJftJienccy or Favoir^ or agre to eny Thing that I mc^ 

underjiand er know by eny Meane^ that mfiy it prejudi'^ 

^iall or contn^rie to the Premijisj or eny of them i buii 

that IJhally as foon as I may fee or have Knowlechoy put 

me in ffiy due undelayed Devoir ^ in my mooji berty and 

fffif^iuous Wyfi and Maner^ without Colour or Feyntife^ 

fuitb my Boay, Qoodes^ Mighty Power, Counfeilly and 

Advertifement^ to refifiy withfiandy and fukdue aU them 

that wold in inywyfe preftme to do conirarie to the Pre^ 

mijfes^ er eny of them : So God me help and thiefe holf 

^vangelijs^r^-rrrln Witnefe whereof I fetl to tbeife Prfl- 

^ents my Seall and niyne §igiie Mi8iueU« 

. . This Oath ufa^ t^ken and fuM^ibed^by the two Ai!«h-v 
bifhops, the Unkts oi^^xetery Nerfotky and Buckingham^ 
iixteen Biihops, fiye J£arts, two Vifcouats, fourteen Ab- 
bots, two Priors, and twenty-two Barons ; In aU.fixtyr 
iix. Peers crf^ Parliament. 

The more private TranfadiQBS of this Pariiamisntt 
on Record, are thefe : 

The King, by the Authority aforefaid, gave to the 
Queen the Manor of Cojbamy with the Appurtenances^ ^ 

in Wilts y and 20/. yearly out of the Aulnage of Cloth 
in LondeUy in Exchange for the Manor of Haverii^^ 
'fiowery inMJfexy which had been fettled upon her. ^^ ^ 

All' fiich Manors and other Hereditameius of tb« 
Puchy of Lanca^eTy as are comprized m an Article 
made 23 Henry VI. which, with other Hereditaments 
of the faid Duchy, were granted to Thomas Archbifliop 
pf Canterburyy and to feveral other Feoffees in Truft, for 
the Performance of the King's Laft Will> were c.o«n- 

3 mended 
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ICing Htwy VI. manded to pafs under the Great Seal, and were confirmM 
t>y Parliament. 

Edward Prince of fFalis^ by his Petition, rcciteth the 
Erection, Donation, and Annexing of the Duchy of 
Cornwall^ with all the Hereditaments and Liberties be«> 
longing tp the fame, granted by Parliaments and fevcral 
other Patents granted 1 1 Edward III. were alfo recited 
at large ; whereupon the faid Prince required that he may 
enjoy the fame accordingly ; and, amongft other Things, 
$hat all fuch Tenants as hold of the faid Duchy in Chief^ 
may therefore fue Livery out of the faid Duke's Hand, 
- - although they hold otherways of the King in Chief; and 
V • 9* 4 that he may freely enjoy the faid Duchy, with all the 
Revenues and Liberties of the fame, as it ought to be, 
notwithftandii^ a Statute made Jnno 33 Henry VI. all 
which were granted, by common Confent, with certain 
Provifoes and Exceptions. 

The King's Letters Patent were confirmed, by this 
Parliament, to the Provoft and Scholars of the College 
of Bahn^ and as vrell all and fingular his Grants, as 
all other Men's Grants made to the faid Provoft and 



Provoft and Scholars of King*s C^lkge^ Cambridge ; with 
a Provifion fo^ a College called Pembroke Hally in that 
Univerfity. Likewife the Royal Foundation and Do- 
nation of the Priory of Syen^ ereAed by King Henry V^ 
was confirmed by the whole Aflent of Parliament. 

The Commons exhibited a Complaint againft twenty- 
five Knights and Efquires, by Name, of feveral Coun* 
ties, for their manifold Robberies, Rapes, and Execu- 
tions ; againft Which ftri^ Orders were taken to caufe 
them to anfwer for the fame. 

It was enacted, * That all Letters Patent madetto any 

« Perfon or Perfons, of the Offices of SheriflTs or Efchea- 

, • tors for Life, within the Counties of Chefisr and Flinty 

* be utterly void, except certain Perfons there named/ 

Laftly, and what is very remarkable, on a Petition 

of the Sheriffs of Shires within this Kingdom, that were 

FtJ^oflS*"*" Office thc^ laft Year, an Aft wa^ pafied, * That all 

Prerogative. ^ fuch Knights of any County as were returned to this 

* Parliament by Virtue of the King's Letters, without 
^ any other Eledtion, fhould be valid ; and that no SheniF, 

* for returning them, fliall incur the Penalty of the Sta- 

*tutc 



I 



Scholars. The fame Confirmation was made to the I 
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* <utc made Anna 23 Hinry Yl. **.'— But more of tbi$foof Iknry vu 
hereafter* 

After all which, on the 25th Day of Diambery the 
Chancellor, in the Prefence of the King and the Three 
£ftates, and by bis Majefty's Command, after giving 
Thanks to the whole Body, diiTolved this Parliament. 

, Thefe were the Tranfeftions of this extraordinary C 293 ] 
Parliament, extradled from the Records ; of which our 
Hiftorians are almoft altogether filent ; nor is there any 
Mention of it in the Statutes at large^ except that we 
find an hSt was made, in the next, to repeal and abo- 
liih all the Proceedings of this Parliament at Coven" 
try. It is very remarkable, however, what one contem- 
porary Hiftorian hath left us, concerning King Henry's 
ConduS on the Bill of Attainder : He writes, * That, 

* when the Clerk of Parliament had read the Statute to 
' the Lords, the King's Modefly and Love for Mercy 

' ^ Was fo great, that he caufed a Provifo to be inferted 

* and added to the Bill, That it mi^ht be lawfuL to him 

* at all Times ^ fully ^ without Authority of any other Par- 

* liamenty to pardon the faid Noblemen^ and reftore them 

* again to their former EjlateSj Degrees^ and Dignities^ 
<• if with a Spirit of Humility^ they came to. befeech bis 

* Grace and Favour ^9* _ . 

But, not long after their Rifing, Affairs had a new. A fecond Battle 
Turn ; and the Partisans of the Houfe of York overthrew •* ^•rsbimfm. 
all the Meafures that had been taken againft them* A 
Battle was fought near Northampton^ with great Obfli- 
^acy on both Sides ; tijl at length the Viaory fell to 
the young Earl of March ^ eldeil Son to the Duke of 
York ; who, in his Father's Abfence in Ireland^ was Ge<- 
neral ip Chief. Ten Thoufand of the King's Forces 
were flain, amongft whom were thefe Men of Note : 
Humphrey Duke of Buckingham ; John Talboty Earl of 
Shrew/bury^ Thomas Lord Egremont\ John Vifcount 
Beaumont \ and Sir William Lacy. The King himfelf The King agtia 
was again taken Prifoner in his Tent; whilft the Queen, taken Pxifoner^ 
with the young Prince Edward her Son, and the Duke 
cf Somerjet^ fled as far as the Bifliopric of Durham^ be«> 

fore 

'■ h Rot. Parj. 38 Henry VI. N©. 35. ' 

c y. fVbetbamJiead, Abbot of Su Man's, Thif is c«nfirmc4 by Ihii 
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Kiflg^jiiry vi.fo^ they thongbt tbemialves fik ftom tb« Purftim** 
This Battle was fought July |S, 14.61. 
The vidorious Lorcis having the King omce more in 
C 294 ] ^'^^ii' Povrer» and ruling all Things almoft at tbeir own 
Fleafure, proceeded vigoroufly in the-Ext^utiofi of their 
Djcfigns. To that End they fimimoned a Paritament, 
in King Henry\ Name, to meet at Wiftmirtfter on thq 
7th of O&QbiT this Year \ the Writ* btatiiig Date at th^ 
lame Place, July 30, Anne R^gtii 39. 

There is a Miftake of a Year in the Diate tADugdale*^ 
Summons to this Parliament, whkh the Records ki 
right : But then the former has given the Natiies of all 
the Spiritual and Temporal LordS) ^€. which are wholly 
omitted in the other; m which we remark that the 
Summons was general, for all the Peers of both Parties, 
lyhich were left alive, were called to it without any Ex* 
cq>tioi) ; and there 18 nothing in the Body of the Wri( 
which is pontraty to the ufual Form : The firii of thofe 
CO the Lay Lords; was directed to Richard D\x\u of 
Torky, in the iamp^tile as before 4. ' 

Anno Regni 39. I" the prefehcc of the King,' fitting in his Chair of 
X461. State, in the Painted Chamber, within the Palace at 
■ Wiftfninfter^^ and of the L^^rds and Commons, Gtorgt 
H\,wefiminptT. giihop of JSj^ffrr ^, .then Chancellor of £»^/fl»//, made 
' a Declaration, taking for his Theme, Congregate Pjopu^ 
hemj San&ificaie Ectiefiam ^. At the Conclufion of 
which the Commons were defired to chufe their Speak- 
er<, and prefent him to the King. The next. Dav 
the Commons made a Declaration to the 'Chancellor, 
that they had made Choice of a Speaker, and on tliq 
^^ fourth Day of this Seffion they prefcnted jihn Green^ Efq; 

tf^*'choferi^* whofe Excufe being refufed, he was admitted as lifual. ' 
Speaker, ' . The Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appoint- 
ed^ as ufual, the next Thing this Parliament went upon 
was to pafs an Aft to repeal every Thing that was done 
hi the laft held at Coventry y Nov. 20, /«. 38 Henry Vt. 
[ 29s ] and that all A6ts, Statutes, and Ordinances, rhadeT)y 
' 'the Authority of the faid Parliament, (hall be rcverfed : 
*•.'■'' For 

4 Rex (bari^mo Confanguineo fao RicaTdo Dud ^bor, ^c, Dagdale*^! 
Summons, Anno Regni "j^Z, 

c George Nenjile, Son to the Earl of Sa/f/hury, and Brother to the famous 
Earl of /f^irw/Vj^, afterwards tranflated to yori. LeNeije,&c. 

f The Clerks in this, as well as fome former Parliame^itSji always omi^ 
^C Chancellor's Speech at ihc Opening. * " 



Digitized by 



Google 



rf nn ah A^ D. 3*1 

For which this Reafon is affgned, Becauft that Parlia' ^% *»«y VI# 
jwmf was unlawfully fufimtmid^ €fti4 '^^ Knights and Bur- ^ ^ ^^^ ^ 

f £^X W/ ^»/r f *ff/?» «• the late Parlia- 

The Reader may obfenre, by a Par^mph in the Ac- rocDtatCwf^ 
count of the laft ParHantent, that the Ring was obliged^**^^ 
to get the Sandion of the Ffoufes to glofs ovtf an un- 
due Pradice in the Return of Knights of the Shires for 
that Parliament. It is probable that Henry's Credit was 
ihen at fo low an Ebb, that he durft not truft the Coun*^ 
try on fuch an important Occaiipn ; and therefore funi- 
jnoned the Knights by Letters exprefly from himfeif. 
This unwarrantable Proceeding muft be the fifflr thafT 
the Duke of l^^r^ and his Party would take hold of, tQ 
cailate and annul that terrible Bill of Attainder which 
Was carried againft them in that Parliamettt. And fo 
effcdually they did it, that the Ads and Statutes of thcr 
Parliament at Coventry have no Place nor Mei^tion in out 
$tatute-Books, except in the Repeal, as is f^id before ^. 

And now we begin with the firft Tjn^c that Richard 
Duke of York made his public Claim to the Crown of J^JJ^^q^mtL' 
Englandy in the Face of an i?w^/(^ Parliament. It hasthc Crow«, act 
been many Times fainted at before, in the Progref^ of cording to th^ 
ithefe Inquiries, that his fple Aim was to gain the Dia-^*^^» 
dem ; notwithftanding the niany fpecious Pretences of 
raidng Armies to reform Grievances, in order to hide 
his real Dcfign. As this is a Crifis of Time venr re*- 
inarkable in Englijb Hiftory, and the Dqke of Tork*s 
plaim made valid, ordifputed, by Writers of different 
Sentiments, we ihall firft give what we can extrafi from 
the Records ; and^, next, whaf our beft Hi(tt>rian$ have [ 29^ 1 
left us about it. 

On the x6th of O^fer thq Council for th^ Duke of 
Tork exhibited a Writing to the Lords, in full Parlia- 
fiient, containing the Right and Claim of the faid Duke 
to theCrownof £«fA7w//andLord(hipof /r//tf«4?. The 
Lords, upon fome Confultation amongft themfelves^ 
agreed that it (hould be read, but not to be anfwered 
V^ithout the King. 

The 

< Sec Statutes at large. Anno 39 ffenry Vt. cap. i. 

h In the Public ASs is a Mandamui ient to the Sheriflb, $f(, tiirougih 
^ngland, commanding tbem to make Proclamation in their fevcral Di« 
yiHons, that the A£t», ^c, donq at Coventry arc null and voicf. Dated at 
Ca^erbury,' Augufi 8, 1460, AuBmtate Parliament^ Pted. Aag^* 
^om. Xi. p. 460, 
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l^iif Hm9 VI. The Duke, in his Claim, derived bis Pedigree from 
Kine Hinry IIL to King Edward III. and proved him-' 
felf defcended in a rightXine from Lionel Duke of CAf- 
nnciy third Son to King Edward IIL by which he 
avouched himfelf the undoubted Heir to the Crown be-» 
fore any of the Line of John of Gaunt^ who was only 
the fourth Son to the faid King Edward* 

The Lords^ after a longCoofultation, thought pro* 
per to lay this Claim and Title before the King, who 
defired them to call the Judges, King's Serjeants, and 
the Attorney-General, to anfwer the fame. But thefe 
Men, well confidering the Danger in meddling with 
this high Affair, utterly refufed to be concerned in it ; 
nor would they, though urged to it by Threats, give 
any Opinion of the Matter. Upon which an Order was 
Qiade, That every Peer made might freely and indtffe- 
jently fpeak his Miod, without Fear and Impeachment, 
And, in the End, the following Obje&ions were made 
to the Duke's Claim : 
e^ieiMip ly?, « The Oaths of all the Lords taken to the King 
^ T^tk. c ji, being, and particulary the Oath of the Duke him* 
*• felf; which neither they nor he ought to break. 

2i^, ^ The fever^l A^s of Parliament made againft 
^ the Title of the fald Duke, by divers of the lung's 
^ Progenitors \ which A£b, being of more Authority 
^ than any Chronicle^ afe thought fufficient to bar the 
« Duke's Claim. 

3^^, < Several A3s of Entail made of the Crown of 
« England ovi the Heirs Male. 

4/^6^* ' That the Duke, by pretending to draw his 

* Title from Lionel Duke of Clarence^ Siould rather 
^ bear his Arms than thofe of Edmund Langley^ I^uke 

• of nri. 

f ^nj ] Laftly^ * That at the Time Henry IV. took upon 
' him the Crown of England^ he faid he entered and 

< took the fame, not as Conqueror^ but as right He;r 

< toKing//^«ryIII.' 

The Anfwers \yhich Richard Plant^genft^ commph- 

ly called Duke of York^ gave to the 'Obje<aions afore- 

faid, were as follow : 

TheDuke'9 pirft^ * That no Oath, being made by the Law of 

A'^W* ( Man, ought to be performed or kept, when the fame 

Meiideth 
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^ tendeth to the Suppreffion of Truth and Right 5 which KI«? *W ^^ 

* is againft the Law of God, 

* To the fecund and tbirdy He knowcth no other AS$ 

* of Parliatncht than one, Anm 7 Henry IV. touching 
^ a general Tayl, by him an Ufurper ; for, if be had any 

* Right to die fame, he neither needed nor would bayq 1 

* made fuch an Entail. ' 

* To the fourth^ H^ juftly might have borne the Arms 
^ of the Duke of Ckrence^ and of England \ only he' 
^ forbore the fame for a Time, as he did his Claim to' 

* th^ Qrown, for Caufes not unknown to all thia 
f Realm ; for, though Right for a Time^ fays the Record,' 
^ reji and be put to Silence 9 yot it rottetb not, norjball tf 
^ f$rijh <»• ' 

^ The fifths Being a manifeft and an approved Un« 
^ truth, was only a Cloak to fhadow the violent Ufiir* 
f pation of Henry of Derby ^ and to deceive the Peopio 
f flanging about him/ 

After thefe Answers of the Duke, to the Obje£tion9 
againft his Title, were read in the Houfe, the Lords 
Invent upon Ways and Means to compromize Matters, 
and came to this Refoiution, ^ That (ince- the Title of 
^ the Duke of York to'the Crown of thefe Realms could 
^ not be defeated, the prefent King fhouid enjoy the 
^ Crown of England, during his Life ; and that the 
1 Duke and his Heirs {houldlucceed after him ;' which 
Determination the Chancellor was appointed to declare .p|^ roAlimjBf 
to the King. And the Duke of Yl^ri's Pedigree and determine him tt 
Title being again repeated to him, the King confentcd Tuccccd to the 
to this Award j and it was drawn up in Form f^'l^w-^^*'",^^ 

Firjiy ^ That the King (hou]d» during his Life, en- 
^ joy the Crown and Preheminence of the Realm of 
♦ England* 

« That the faid Duke, the Earl of Marchy ami Ed- 
f mund Earl of Rutland, his Sons, (hould be fworn by 
f no Means to iborten the Days, or impair the Sove- ^ 298 T 
^ reignty, of the faid King^ during his Life. 

* That the faid Duke ftould be from thenceforth re- 
^ puted,, and ftHed, the very Heir Apparent to the 
f Crown aforefaid, arid fhatl enjoy the fame after the 
i peath^ or Refignatibn, of the faid King. 



y Kot4 Pari, 39 Htnrji VI. K^ r?. 
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Kiiv Bmy Vi. « That the fsiifl Pqkf fiisJl b«r» LsMitfe and Hercdka*- • 

* ments allotted to him of the dear yearly Value of 

* 10,000 Marks'; wheiTeof 5009 ihall be for bis own 

* Sftfttc* 35C0 for the Earl oiMarcb^ and 1500 Marks 

< for thf llafi of Rutland. 

< Thai the cotnpafl^ng the Dentb of thefaid Duke 

< Ihall be Treafon. 

< Thsft all Ibfe Biibops and' Lords, in full Parliament, 
f ibail fwear to tb« fa&d Duke, and ta his Hciss, 10 
f Form aforeiaid. 

< That the faid Duke and. bis two Sons iball fwcar 
f to defifnd the Lords, on Ocf:afio|i of their coafemif^, 
^ or agreeing, to this Award/ 

The King, on his own free Motion, and with the 
CoHfent of the L^ids, agreed to all the Ordinances 
ffore&id. And, by the Aiient aforjeftid, he utterly xe* 
feakd th0 iaid Sti^tute of £nt^,made.vl«if# 7 Htmry IV. 
and ail other Ads that tended tbeteto ; i0.alwaye4», 
bereafttfr^ no better Ticfe could be provefl for ths de- 
fcattng of this Title and PiGt new oaade. 

After all this, on the Vigil of the Feaft of JU Saints^ 
the Duke of l^ri, and the dwo Farls his Sofis, caaie 
into the Parliament before the King and Lords, and 
there both pcomifed and fwote to perform the Award 
aforefaid, provided the King, on .his Part, duly per- 
formed the feme ; which the King then alfo proaife^ 
to do. All which Proteflatibn xSott Duke and flarls re-f 
j^uired to be inrolled. 
^ Then the King, by his Letters Parent, affigned.to 

the Duke of Xork feveral Diftrifks and other Heredtta- 
ments in fVales^ axid elfewhere, to the yearly Value of 
10,006 Marks, as aforefaid ; in which Grant are feve- 
ral Provifpes, particularly for the Duchy of Lancqfter* 
All thi§ wa^ confirmed by the full Confent of Parlia- 
ment; and an A^' wa^ puUifli^d, ' Declaring the 
\ Duke of Tork tq be right Heir to the Crowti ; by 
( ^99 1 ^ which altb a Ppweic was given him, to ride through 
^ the whole fCif^gdom, for fuppreffing of ail Rebellions 
^ and Infttrre(^ions ; wherein Commandment is giren 

* to all Sbeiifi^, Oncers, and Subje6l^s, to obey him as 

* the King, under ibme Reftriaions,' 

An Aftair or two, of lefs Confequence, concludes the 
P^^tne^$ of this Seflion in the Records. 

Whereas 
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Whtre^ hr fiieh Hereditaments of the Duchy bf^^^ar^ 
Lmajfer^ which the King had put under Feoffees iii 
Tfuft, to the Ufe of his Lm Will, there was appointed 
(me Chief Steward and OhanoeHor, one Receiver-Ge- 
neral, an Attomey-Geneoil, with Auditors^ with Fees 
accordingly; the King, by Affent of Parliament, revokes 
all the faid Offices and Fees in the faid Grant, fo as all 
the faid Premises in Feoffment fhall be under the Rule 
and Government of fuch Chancellors, and other Officers, 
as were and had the fame before the faid Feoffment 
was made. And it was further enaded, < That all the ^ 

Revenues of the Duchy of Lanca/lery as well of Land 

I and Feoffment as otherwife^ ihall be received by the 
Receiver-General of the faid Duchy, for two Years, 
and by him paid over to the Treafurer of England '^ with 
other weighty Affairs of the Realm, wherein are con- 
tained fome principal Provifons for Foreigners and Of- 
ficers of the faid Duchy/ Laftly, All the Conveyances 
and Feoffments, in Ufe for. all the Hereditaments, men- 
tioned ifi the 38th of Henry VL ^ere rchearfed ; arid * 
It was enad^ « That all and Angular the PremiiTes (hall 
|o oidy to the Performance of the King's Will, and not 
50diertrife/ 

, One Afl only, irtade in this Parjiameht, is entered at 
Length in our Statute- Books; which is, * That a 
^ Woman at fourteen Years of Age, on the Death of' *. 
* her Anccftor, flxaH have Livery of her Land.* This 
ASt wis paSed on the Petition of John Nevijj Knight^ 
and I/aM his Wife, the Daughter and Heir of Edmund 
"* ^0rpy Km. *' i-Thus far from the Records. 



We fttall ntext examine how our Htftorians have 
treated this important Affair of the Succeflion, which 1^ ^^^ -» 
was the greateft that ever came before an Englijh Par- ^ * 
foment: And firft, 

Mr. Daniel tells us, * That after the vi£iorious Lords, 
^ho had now the King in their Power, had caufed him 
to dll a Parlianient, they fciit Meflengers, with allj"*5 *"*^i^ 
Speed, to Ireland^ tp inform the Duke of York of their g'llJJ^jSr^^ 
iSuccefs. Ambition, fays our Author, needs no Spurs ; 
the Duke prefently embarked bimfelf and his Retinue at 
Dublin, landed, at Chejler^ and, OSfober 10, made his 



» Rot. Pari, l^^enry VI, N«. 36. 
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%'mti iihtiij Tt pnMir Entry into L^niim^ with Trumpets fpundiii^, i 
naked Sword borne before him,' r great Train of ^rm^ 
Men accompanying him^ and took up his Lod^ngs in 

% the Kingfs own Palace, and in his own Apartments, 

the bumble King contenting himfelf with the Queen's 
Lodginos/ 

The Fariiament had fat three Days before the Duke 
arrived ^ and he, having paflfed through the City xtt the 
Manner aforefaid, went direAly to IVefiminftery into 
the Houfe of Peers, and placed bimfelf on.theXing's 
Seat or Throne \ tho' other Hiftorians fay % That he did 
not fit down, but only took hold of the Cloth of State. 
He ftood a while in that Pofture, looking upon the Lords 
lledfaflly, as tho' he would read their Countenances, 
their Thoughts, and Refentment of that Adion. At 
that Infiant Thtmai Bourchitr^ Archbifliop of CanUr- 
iury^ came from Hinrymio the Houfe ; and, after ma- 
king the ufual Reverence to the Duke, he afked him, 
U^hetber hi would not go and pay bis Rffpt^s to the King f 
The Duke, at this Queftion, was obferved to change 
Colour, and then anfwered him in a Pai&on, Tbat be 
inew none in this Kingdom to whom he owed that Duty 
er Honour \ but^ on She contrary^ all Men owed it te him ; 
and therefore King Henry ought to come to him. 

The Archbifhop, having heard this Reply, went back 
( ipt ] to the King to let him know it ; which the Duke per- 
ceiving, he rofe up and followed him into the Palace^ 
got Pofleffion of the King's Lodgings, breaking open fe- 
veral Doors and Locks for Entrance. He ftaid there 
but a little white, and then returned to the IJoufe again, 
leaving his Servants and chief Attendants to keep them 
for him. Being again feated on the Royal Throne, he 
boldly made his Demand of the Crown, vand the Regsd 
Authority of England^ in a Speech for that Purpofe. 

Hall^ in his Chrcnicle^ hath given us a Speech, which 
he fays the Duke of Tark fpoke from the Throne in the 
Houfe of Peers, when he made his Claim to the Crown 
at that Time ; but the Subftance ^nd Language of it is 
fo very mean that it does not deferve our Notice, not 
even as it is altered by Mr. Daniel*, efpecially when the 
Claim hath been much^ better made out before by the 
Record itfelf. Livy is faid to be very remarkable for 

putting 

t BioftJra ffenrj VI* p. S^U 
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t>tittt(lg iide Speeches into the Mouths of hU Heroes and ^a^ ^f^ ^^ 
Senators ; but the Nonfenfe land Stupidity of tflis makes 
it impoffible to come from any Body but the Hiftoriah 
bimielf «. Befides, John Whethamjitad^ Abbot of Su 
jfiban^Sy zContempoTzry^ (and probably, by hi^Station^ 
in the Houfe of Peers at thit Time) makes no Mentiod 
of any fuch Speech in die Hiftory he wrote of this Reign^ 
and particularly of this Revolution '• 

The Frfift* Jefuit who wrote on the Englfjb Revofu- [ 3^2 J 
tions, indeed, has put a Speech into the Duke's Mouth 
on this Occafion, not unworthy either of the Speaker or 
the Author, for fuch we fuppofe him to be ; which, 
fince it oom^s within the Compafs of our Oefign, well 
deferves a Place in thefe Inquiries. 

It was fuppofed by the Parliaiment, fay^ that Hlftorlan, 
that the Duke would now take off the Maik ; but thej 
were perfedtiy convinced of it by an open Declaration 
which he himfelf made to them thefirft Time he enter'd 
the Heufe ; for, being feated on the Throne, withoi|t 
afking Leave of any one^ he fpoke as follows ^ : 

^ ''\7*OU all know very well, fays he, that the Throne His Speech f 

* I whereon I fit hath been ufurped from my Ance- *^« Parliamciitjt 

* ftors ; and you cannot be ignorant by what Crimes 
'* thofe, who had it full fixty Years, have kept Pof- 

* feffion of it. Henry IV. embrued his Hands in the 
^ Blood of Richard II. and Henry V. deftroyed my 

* Father. But we will fparc the Remembrance of thefe 

^ Things, wlAdh can only ferve to ftir up a Breaft dif- ' • 

* pofed to take that Vengeance, which I will facrifice to 
« the Public Good. Whilft the. Houfe of Lancafter did 

* no 

t As an Tofttaee, in the firft Paragraph of it is this notable Expreffioa 
and Metaphor : *Thl» nohle Realm, and our natural Country, fiallnevtr be 
, unbuckled from ber daily Fever, except I, as tbe principal Pbyfician, and 
you, as tbe true and trufy Apotbecariet, eonfult togetber in making of a P0- 
,tionp and try out tbe clean and pure Stuff from tbe corrupt and putnfiod 
Drugs, Hall'i Chron. Eol* dxxvii. 

See Hollingjbead alCo, p* 655. 

X The Hiitory o^ Croyland, near contemporary with thefe Times, feemg 
to fay that the Duke of Tork di4 make his Claim in the Houfe by Word 4f 
Mouth } Accedeus adTbroaum Rfgis, Sedem illam vendicaw't tanfuamfuam, 
'defiribens Genealogiam fuam linealiter, &c. Hid. Croylaod. Contin. 550* 

The iaft A A of State which i/firry did, or was commanded to do, was to 
grant a Commiifion to Edward Duke of Tork, after his Father Richard was 
flain at the Battle of Wakefeld, for raiHog Forces to fight againft his Queta 
iSnd Son. Dated Feb, 11, 146 1, at Weftminfter* Rymer, Tom. X. 

7 fire D*Orleaas Hift^ dt Revol. d'Angt Tom, II. p. 2 18. Ed, Parisv 
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^s JETotfy yx,i Ao other Hart but to itie and mine, I tbougbtaiyfe^ 

* well rcitQinpenfed by the tionour which accrued to the 
^ Nation^ in fubduing (o many great and fine Provinces 
^ to the Englijb Sceptre. I little r6grett6d the not toeing 
^ it Kingf ^hilit you Kad i Monarch Who well deferved 
\ to have been one; but a;t this Time, when a weak, 
^ feeble Heir to tbit bap(^ Ufurpation keeps from me a 
^ Crown» and tofts thofe Concpiefts which have cofi yoitf 

r * fi> much Blood, I SxiidU be unworthy of that dF fo 

* many Kings which runs in iny Vcim, if, to recover 
' t 3^3 I ^ ^^^^^ Conquefts, I do^not take the Crown. Aid me 

^ ivith your Affiftance to fi^pport the Weight, ,aAd yoii^ 
^ iball partake with ine in the Adv^uitage of it:^ 

Gut Hifiorian goes on, and tells tis, 'fh;^t xlsk CourT- 
^ i^nanced of the Hoi^fe, durins the Time the Duke was 

Speaking, and their profotind Silence at the £nd of this 
Harafigue, appeared to that Prince a fure Token that the 
Crown on Hemy's Head was not fo looTe as he imagia- 
cd. Greatly cbagrin'd, he left the Houfe yery abruptly ^ 
and in a Paffion faid to them, at his going out, TBini of 
ibis MatUr.^^-^^I havi taiin my durji^ iahymy&tirs: 
WMle thefe Things Were doing, many hot Dilutes 
fi^Btd between the Lords Spiritual and Tem{)Qral and 
JbcBatc upon the the Commons, about the Settlement .of the Crewi^. 
€Wm totrr^ 'Some thought it very unr6a<bnible to call King^H«wy*s 
^wn. Title in QuefiiOn, who had bee^ foiong in Poflbffion of 

I , the Sovereignty ; and fo much the rather, bQcaufe the 

Duke of Tork himfirif had, in fwearing Allegiance to 
KingHenry (b often, and declaring him his lawful Sove- 
reign, tied up himfelf fcom claiming. the Crown, if he 
•bad any Right to it. But, on the other Side, the Duke of 
Tfrk*s Friends, which Were not a few, argrod, That the 
Duke's Title was fo ^lear, and fo well known to theih 
all, that it would be the greateft Injuftice in the World 
:to,deny him his Right ; and tho' J^ing Htnryy it is true, 
had be6n long in the Poffeflion of the Throjie, yet his 
Ufurpation being fo evident, he oOght to be as willing 
.to recede from what he was wrongfully pofle^d of, as 
•ihcy were in Juflice bound to declare him deprived. 
*Twas true, they faid,ihe Duke of Tori had often fworn 
Allegiance to King Henry, and taken htm for his lawful 
Sovereign, yet he never renounced hi> Right, and '^was 
' plain 
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t)iain his Oiths and Promifcs were out of Fear or Force, K^nl ^'^^ry vi< 

(and not willingly *. . - 

Another old Hiftorian hath dra^^n bp the Arguinents r -q. t 

' made Ufe of in Favour of the reigning King and the 
Houfe of Lancajlir^ in a much better Manner) and fays, 

- That though the Effeft of the Duke of York\ Title, as 
to the Points of Pedigree, watery true, yet the Friends 

•of King Hinry^ without denying what could not be de- 
nied, had fomewhat to fay for him s and, amongfl other 
Thing*, they alledged *, ' That Richard II. refigned up 

< his Crown and Regality at large ; and that none elfe 

* making Claim but Henry Duke of Lancajier^ he was 

* thereunto, by Corifent of all the Three Eftates, ad- 

* mitted. That Rkhard Earl of Cambridge was, for 
« High Treafon, attainted and executed, and his Iffue 
^ made incapable of any Inheritance \ that this Richard 

* his Son, now challenging the Crowri of England^ be- 

* ing rcftored by the meer Clemency and Goodnefs cJf. 

* this King Henry VL had voluntarily acknowledgetl 

* him for his lawful Sovereign j and fworn the fame ; 

* and that the faid Richard was finally, for Treafon, at- 

* tainted and adjudged uninheritable. They alledged 

* alfo feveral A£is of Parliament made to eftablifli the 
*- Right of the Lancajirian Line ; the SucceiEon of three 

* Henries^ that is to fay, the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth; 

* the politic Government of the ffrft of thofe Kings, the 

* nobk Viftories of the fecond, and the holy Life of the 

< third ; which three Kings' Lives contained in reigning 

* near threefcore Years, in which Number this was the 

* 39th o{ Henry VI, whb was defcended from the Uncle; 
' • and the Duke of lork but from a Female, of which 

* Females none had ever been in Poffeffion of the Crown.* 

Thefe great and weighty Points, adds our Author, [ 365 J 
■Were confidered, and the rather, becaufe that King Henry 
being at that Time no better than a Prifoner, no A(k of 
his to eftablifli the Title of the Houfe of TorJ^ could be 
{o valid as to difinherit his own Son 5 who was then at ' 

Vol. II. X Lil?erty, 

» Whilft this weighty Affair was debating in the Lower Houfe, which 
' was the then Fratry, as it is called, in the Abbey of IVeftminJier, a Crown, 

* which hung for Ornament from the Itoof, fiiddehly fell down j and at the 
fame Time another Crown, placed for the fame Parpofe on Dover Caft/e, 

• fell likewifci Thefe Gmens were vujgarly conftrued that King Henrys 
Reign was at an End, and that the Crown fhould fcsvtransfVtrea from one 
Royal Line to another, ■■*'.' 

a S^iCs CbronUle. 
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KiD( iB#ffry VI. Liberty, and, with the Q^ieen his Mother, in A'rirw^ 
ready to free his Father, or hazard the Deftrudion of 
the whole Englifiliame. To all thefe Argumenta the 
Xerkijis objeflfeed one Rule.ofiLaw, which was. Jura 
Sanguints nullo Jure Civili dirimi pojjunt. 

However, the Arguments, pro and cm^ hting thought 
ftrong Oil both Sides, i Medium was hit upon, and 
thought proper by the Lords, in order to avoid .a Dif-^ 
pule lefs amicable. Ancl^ on All'Saints-Day^ Nov. i, 
an Award, or Agreement, was fettled between thefe two 

PaiUamcntmakeP^^^^s* ^^^^g ^''^O' ^^^ Richard Dukc of York^ under 

an Award be- tbcfc Articles ' : 

tween the King L ' That notwithftanding the clear and undifputablc 

nri, ^'^^^ ' Title of Richard Duke of York to the Crown of Eng^ , 

* landi as Heir to Li on tl Duke of Clarence, the faid Duke 

* tenderly defiring the Wealth and Profperity of this 
^ ^ ' Land, and to lay afide all that may be a Trouble to 

* the fame ; and confidering the long Po£effion of the 
' faid King Henry, who hath all his Tirtifi been named, 
' taken, and reputed, for King of England , and Lord of 
' Jreland, it is confcnted, and agreed to, that the (aid 

* King Henry (hall "be taken and reputed King of Ersg- 

* land, and Lord of Ireland, during his natural Life, 
*■ and the faid Duke fhall honour him as his Sovereigi> 

* Lord. 

11. ' That the.faid Richard Duke of York, with h\s 

* two Sons, Edward Earl of March and Edmund Estrl of 

* Rutland, (hall promife and bind themfelves, by folenin 

* Oaths, neither to do, procure, or fuffer any Thing to 

* the Prejudice of the natural Life 6f King Henry Vi, 
[ 306 ] ' or to the diminifhing of his Royal 'Dignity ; but fliall 

* . withftand, to their utmoft Power, any Pcrfon that fhatll 

* attempt ft, as God fhall help them. 

in. ' That Richard Duke of York ihall, from thence- 

* forth, be called and reputed the very and rightful Heir 

* to the EngUJh Crow« ; and, after the Deceafe of the 

* faid King Henry, the faid Duke and his Heirs ihall tm- 

* mediately fucceed to them. 

. IV. « That the faid Richard Duke of York (hall hive, 
' by the Authority of this prefent Parliament, C^ftlcV, 

* Manors, Lands, and T'enements, with their Appurte* 

* nances, to the yearly Value of io>ooo Marks, over 

* and 

c iSam, DanUiin Kennet, p. 424. HoIHng. p. 657. Stowe, p, 409.. 
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* an^ above all Charges and Reprizes j of which 5606 King ^^O' ^^* 
' Marks (hall be for his own Eftate, 3006 for the Earl 
of Mdrch^ and 20po for the Earl of Rutland', yet with 
fuch Intents and Coniiderations as (hall be declared b]r 
the Lords of the King's Council. 

V. * That if any Perfon imagine or coiripafs the 
Death of the faid Diike^ arid thereof be convided, they 
Ihall be adjudged guilty of High Treafon. 

VI. * That the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, ind 
Commons in Parliament afiembled, fhall take an Oath 
to accept, take, worfliip, and repute the faid Richard 
Duke of Tork and his Heirs, as aoovefaid, and the faid 
Duke fhall pfoteS them in keeping this Agreement. 

VII. * That this Accord and Agreement £all be no- 
tified and publifhed by the King's Letters Patent, and 1 
his Confent and Agreement be openly declared to all 

and every one of them ; and if the faid King Henry 
fhall break, or go againfl, any Point of this Accord^ 
then the faid Crown and Royal Dignity fhall imme- 
diately devolve and come to the Duke of Tork^ if he 
be alive, or to the next Heir of his Lineage. 
VIIL * That all Statutes and A£ls of Parliament made 
In the Time of Henrv IV. or V. to entail the Crowtt 
on their Heifs, fhall oe annulled and repealed. 
IX. * That the Duke of York fhall be Proteflor of [ i^l 3 
the Realm for the future, and be called Prince of 
Wales, Duke of Cornwall, and Earl of Chefter* 
This Agreement, drawn up in the Form abovefaid^ 
Vras ingrofled, fealed, and fworn unto by both Parties 
on All' Saints- Day, and then it was enaftcd by the 
Parliament, That it be made unalterable on all Hands. 
King Henry was obferved to be very much pleafed with 
this Agreement ; not doubtlefs becaufe he was willing 
his Son fhould be excluded from the Crown, but be- 
caufe be feared more fevexe Dealings with himftlf, and 
hoped Time would better provide for his Son ; and 
therefore appointed a folemn Proceffion the fame Day, 
to ftive Thanks" to God for this peaceable Settlement of 
Affairs. The King rode to the Cathedral Church of 
St. Paul,^ attended with the Duke of Ycrk, Earls of 
Salt/bury and ffarwick, and many other Lords, with 
his Crown upon his Head, and heard Even- Song, and 
X 2 then 
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Kins HimjVl. then returned to the BUhop's Palace, where he continue 
cd fome Time. 

The next Day Richard Duke of York was, by Sound 
of Trumpet, folemnly proclaimed Heir Apparent to the 
Crown of England^ and all his Progeny after him ; alfo 
Lord-ProteSor of the Nation during the King's Life **• 
We cannot avoid giving here a Reflexion, from a 
much later Hiftorian, on this Crifis of EngUJh Hiftory, 
Remarks there- ^g remarkable as any is to be found in that celebrated 
*"* Writer. After a very Ihort Abftraft of the Articles, he 

adds, ^ That ^ very likely this Agreement did not come 
up to the Duke ofTork^ £xpe£lation : He was contented, 
however, becaufe he perceived it would be very difficult 
to obtain more without open Force. It cannot be de- 
nied that /he behaved with a Moderation very uncom- 
mon in fuch Cafes : tn his prefent Circumftances, and 
according to the Rule generally followed by Parliaments^ 
r 308 1 to declare for the ftrongeft, nothing was more eafy for 
the Duke than to caufe the Crown to be adjudged to him 
inimediately. He had at his Command a vi£borious, 
, and at' that Time irrefiftible. Army : Befides, mod of 
the Members of Parliament were in his Intereft ; and 
probably, after acknowledging his Title to be indifpu- 
table, they would not have wanted much Sollicitation to 
proceed one Step farther, and place him on the Throne. 
It is therefore manifell, if the Parliament {hewed any Re* 
gard for Henrys it was becaufe they thought tliemfelves 
at Liberty to ufe this Equity, notwithibnding the vic- 
torious Army which might have offered them Violence, 
if the Duke would have made Ufe of his Advantages. 
It muft be farther obferved, that the Duke of York was 
older than the tCing, and therefore naturally could not 
expe£i to outlive him ; and yet thofe who have writ the 
Hiftory of thefe Troubles have put an ill Con(lru£lion 
upon all Uiey have faid concerning this Prithee ; the Rea- 
fon may be eafily gueffed/ The Houfe of York enjoy- 
ing the Throne but twenty-four Years, we have no Hi- 
ftorian in that Interval ; all we have being later, and 
written fmce the Reftoration of the Houfe of Lancafter 
in the Perfon of King Henry VII. This muft be always 
remembered in reading the Hifiory of tbefe Civil Wars. 

Bu^ 

A Fabian sCbroH, Anno 146 1« 

Sa^tHi Hifiory of England, folio Edit. p. 38^ 
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But, to put the lad Hand to this AiFair, the Duke of King Htnry vu 
'7}rJt was very defirous that the Queen and her Son 
(faiould alfo be prefent to ratify the Treaty. The King 
wrote to them both to come up, but he foon found the 
Spirit of that fierce Princefs otherways difpofed than his 
own : In ihort, £he abfolutely refufed to obey j and ha- 
ving an Army with her of 18,000 Men, with die Dukes 
of Somerfet and Exeter^ the Earls of iViltJhire and Di" 
monjhire^ jthe Lord Clifford^ and a confiderable Party pf 
the Northern Nobility, (be hoped to manage better for 
their common Intereft than her Hufband had done. 

The Puke of X^rk being apprized of the Queen's Re- [ 309 1 
folution, and the Preparations fhe had made to preferve Another Army 
the Crown to her Son, marched down his Forces into j?*^*^^ **y ^^ 
the North ; and, leaving King Henry to the Care of the ^*^°' 
JEarl of Warwick and the Duke of Norfolk^ advanced, 
with the £arl of Salijbfiry^ as far as Waktfiild. He had 
given Orders to his Son, the Earl of Marcb^ to follow 
^nd join him with what Forces he could raife; and, till 
their Arrival, fecured himfelf and his fmall Army in the 
Caftle of Sandal, near the Town aforefaid. The Queen 
well knew chat fli.e had no Time to lofe, and therefore 
came herfelf in Perfon, at the Head of her Army, to atr 
tack the Duke bisfore his Son could come to bis AiSft- 
ance. The Duke was fcarce 5000 ftrong; but his great 
Courage was the Occafion of his Ruin, for fcorning to 
|>e cooped i^p in a Caftle by a Womaq, contrary to the 
Advice of the E^rJ of Salijbury and other qld Officers, 
he ventured to give her Battle ; where, being overpower- 
ed by Numbers, he bravely fell, and his fmall Army 
were cut in Pieces. With him was flain alfo the Earl '^^ ^^^ ®^ 
of Salijburyy with many more of Note ; but none is fo^heVnaiiT^''^ 
remarkable as the Death of the young Earl of Rutland^ 
fcarce twelve Years old, who was butcher'd by the Lord 
Qlifford aft^r the Battle \yas over, becaufe he had the 
Misfortune to be Son to the Duke of York. 

The Heroine Margaret was much elated at this Vicr 
tpry, and the Death of her greateft Enemy : She firft 
ordered his Head to be ftruck ofF, crowned with Paper 
in Derifion, and, with the Heads of the Earl of Salif" 
bury and others, fct on one of the Gates of York j then 
marched Southward with her victorious Army to deliver 
Jier Huftandi and, in a new Parliament, to get the late 
X 3 h<^- 
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KijigA;fir)pyx,^^eoinmodation with the Houfe of York annulled and 
fetafide. For fomc Time longer Fortune was her 
Friend ; Ihe defeated the Earl of fVarwick near St, Al- 
r '*io 1 ^^^'^« retook the King, and marched for London with 
*■ ^ •' ,her Forces, in order to complete her Dcfigfi. But 
liearing that the young Earl of Marcb^ now Duke of 
'Tork^ had beaten the Earl of Pembroke in fFales^ and 
was marching towards her, joined with the Earl of War- 
wick and his fcatter'd Troops, (he changed her Rout and 
Went Northward, not having any Confidence, in Cafe 
of a Battle, in the Londoners^ or her Southern Subjects. 
Edward^ being informed of this, marched dire<5lly for 
the Capital, where he was joyfully received ; and having 
aflembled all the Bilhops and Lords that were in Town, 
along with the principal Citizens, like Alexander^ he cAt 
the Knot at one Stroke, which his Father had fo long 
been endeavouring to unloofe. In (hort, in that Aflem- 
bly he claimed the Crown, firft by an undoubted here- 
ditary Right, and next by an Infradlion of the feventH 
Article in the Accord made between Henry and his Fa* 
ther in the laft Parliament, which the faid Henry had 
broke. The Affair was pufhed fo warmly, that he was, 
Bat kit Son £^. upon the Spot, declared King, by the Name of £^- 
wifr^proves vie- ward IV. March 4, 1461^ being then juft twenty Year$ 

pS^mkL ^^ ^S^- ^^^ "^^^ ^*y ^® ^^^^ * ^^^^*^" Proceffion 
"through the City, firft to St. PauFs^ and next to ff^f/i- 
•/mincer Abbey, and was proclaimed King by the Title 
^forefaid, with th^ ufual Ceremonies, 
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j^ D WAR D having thus obtained the Title of King, k. Edward IV, 
•*--' Vi ^ Armisj as it were, had yet much to do to get 
Pofleflion of the Crown ; for the heroic Margaret was [ 3" 1 
ftill at the Head of an Army, compofed of all the Forces 
belonging to the Red-Rofe Party, fighting for a King 
who had been long recognized as fuch, and which h&d 
been twice vi<3orious in, what was then call'd, the Royal 
Caufe. Edward^ therefore, had no Time to lofe ; he 
knew very well that he bad no other Way to fecure 
Ldndorty but to leave it immediately, and march towards 
Tork, The Queen was then in that City, and hearing 
of his Approach, (he (kat out her Army, commanded 
by the Duke of Somerfety the Earl of Northumberland^ 
and the Lord Clifford^ to meet him. Some Advantage 
was gained by tbefe Generals at firft, by the Surpria^e of 
the important Poft of Ferrybridge ; but the Torktfls ha- 
ving quickly regained it, they marched over the River 
Jyre, and met the Bulk of the Queen's Army drawn up ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ 
jn Order of Battle, in the Fields near a Village called of rowrcw, 
TawtoHy about two Miles South- Weft of Tadcafter, 

It is not to our Purpofe to enter into the Particulars 
€^ this bloody Engagement ; the greateft and moft ob- 
ftinate that, to this Day, was ever fought in this Ifland, 
It is fufficient to fay that Edward was vicSlorious, after 
the Slaughter of above 36,000 Englijhmen on both Sides, 
who then fell by each other's Swoids. King Henrys his 
' Queen, and Son, fled into Scotland; and Edward march- ^ 

ed into Torky where he foon took down the Heads of his 
Father, the Earl of Salljiury, and others, which had been 
put over one of the City^Gates ; and placed in their 
Room the Heads of fome of the moft mortal Enemies 
of his Houfe, who were taken or flain in the Battle. 
. Edward ftaid fome Time at Torky to fix the Nor- 
thern Provinces more fully in his Intereft; and, leaving 
every Thing quiet in jthofc Countries, he returned to 
Londony and was folemnly crowned foon after at IFeft' t 3^^ J 
tninjler^ with the ufual Ceremonies. Then, to fettle all 
other Matters of State on the moft lafting Foundation, he . -. ,. 
fummoned a Parliament, by Writs dated at IV^minJlery^^ixl^^^^^ 
May 23, to meet at the fame Place on the 6th Day of 
'July following : But becaufc the King of Scots was en- 
tered into England with an Army, in Favour of King- 

Henry^ 
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K. BdwsrdW.Jlgnryi^ Edward and his Council thought proper to poft-? 
pone the Meeting of the Parliament; and, by othe^ 
Writs, d^tcd July 26, the fame Peers were fumoione^ 
to appear at fFeftminfier on the 4th Pay oi November 
' following ^. The former Writ of Summon^, direded 
to Thomas ^ Archbifliop pf Canterburyj is in the ufual 
Stile with the reft of the Bifhops, Abbots, and Priors, 
as well as the Temporal Lords ; b^t the Names of the 
latter, in this firft Parliamept after fo great a Revplutionj^ 
may not be unacceptable to ^ curious Inquirer. 

Th^ King to his dearly-beloved Cmufiny 

John Lord Stourton^ of 
mrtoffy 

Lord 



The Names of John Duke of Norfolk^ 
the Peeri. Richard Earl of IVarwick 

and Sarumy 
* John Ezv\o£ Oxford, 
IVilliam Earl of Arundeky 
r 313 1 ^^Ip^ ^^rl of fVeJlmore- 
landy 
Henry Vifcount Bourchier, 
EdmundhoxA Grey, of Ru- 
thin, 
James Lord Berkeley, 
George Lprd Latimer, 
Ralph Lord Gray/lock, 
ff^lliam Lord Botireaux, 
John Lord Beauchamp, 
John Lord Audley, 



Stourton, 
William Bourchier, 

EitZ'Waxyn, 
Henry Bromjlet^, Lord Vef-^ 

Ralph Lord Batekrj oi. 

Sudley, 
Thomas Lord Gray, of 

Rugemond, 
John ifOrd Sutton, oiDud^. 

JVilliam Fynes, Lord Say, 
Richard Fynes,hpr6 Dacre^ 
ff^illiamNevile, Lord Fau^ 
conberg. 



Thomas Lord Scroope, pf John Bourchiei^, Lord Bar* 



Majham, 
John Lord Clinton, 
John Lord Lovel, . 
Edward HeviK Lord ^^r- 
• gavenny, 
Edi/uard Brook^ hot d Cob- 

ham^ 
jfieginald Lord Gray, of 

Wilton, 



ners, 
Richard Welles, Lord Wii^ 

loughby. 
Sir Henry Fitz-Hugh^ 
Sir Henry Grey, 
Sir Richard Weft, 
Sir Xhotnas Stanley, " 
Sir John Nevile, Lord Mon^ 

t acute. 



Befides th^fe Lords, &c, other Writs were direfted tq 
fummon tl^e twelve Judges there named, and, in the 

Writ5 

f Dugdale^s Summons to Parliament , Anno i Edivard IV, W. Prynne, 
t))e Publiflier of Cotton's Abridgement, has made fad Mli^akes in the Pate4 
©f ihefe fwo Writs. 

S £ourcbifrt Lc Neviz lafii Ece» Ang^ 
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Writs for altering the Time from July to NcvimberyK^JSdwardlY^ 
feven are called to fit in the Houfe or Peers *. 

The Parliament met at the Time arid Place laft ap- Aiuw Regn) i^ 
pointe<J ; when, in the Prefence of the King fitting on the ■♦^'* 
Throne, and of the Lordd and Commons, Georgi ^ Bi* ^^ w^pmuipmf 
ihop of Exeter decUred the Caufe of the Summons in 
a notable Qration, taking for his Theme Bonas faciu 
yias vejlra$ (ff Studia veflra. After which hie ordered 
the Commons to chufe, and the next Dgy tp prefent^ 
their Speaker, 

The Clerks of Parliament about this Time frequently 
omit a Traofcript of the Lord-Chancellor's Oration^ 
and only fay, CoUocatioHe per pr^fatum Cancellarium no* 
tabiJiter fa£fa ^ completay idem Cancellifriusy &c. By 
which we lofe, no doubt, a good deal of curioMS Hiftory; 
for though fome of thefe Speeches are meer Sermons, 
yet there are others of thein> as the Reader may have 
pbferved in the Courfe of this Work, which convey the 
Reafons of State for calling of Parliaments from Year 
to Year, and cannot but be very ihterefting to this Sub^ 
je<St ; as, without Queftion, what this Chancellor de<p 
dared, at this critical Time, muft have been the fame* 

The Receivers and Triers of Petitions for England^ 
Ireland^ Wales^ and ScQtland^ with Gafccigny and the 
Ides, being, according to antier)t Cuftomy appointed, on 
the third Day of their Sitting the Commons prefented tOg.^ - ^ 
the King Sir James Strangewaies^ Knight, to be their stbanc"- 
Speaker; whofe Excufe being rejeded, he, with the waxes cholbn 
<:ommon Proteftation, was allowed. . Speaker. 

Though we are left fhort in the |L»ord-Char)cellor's 
Speech at the Opening of this Parliament, yet we are 
not fo in one made to the King by this new Speaker of 
the Commons \ for.we find, on Record^ that, on the 12th 
DsLy .of Novembfr^ or the 8th of this Seffion, Sir Jamei. 
Strangewaiesy at the Head of the Commons, came before 
the King and Lords, and. there fpoke, or read, the De- 
claration following; which, for the Singularity of it, 
having never met with fuch an AflFair before, we give in 
its own Didion anc| Orthography. 

^ Cum Frelatist MagnatilfUiy & Proceribut diSi Regni Colloquium baber$ 
^ Tra&atum. ^uminbnitiones ad Parliamenta, i Edward IV. 

> George Nevilct Brother to the famous Earl of fVarwickf afterwards , 

^rfhbiihop of Tgrk, Le lfcvi% FiJU, &€^ \ ' 
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K. Edward IVd Mboft Cbrijlen Kyng •■, right high and myghty Pryna^ 
and our alter mooft drede Soveraynty and naturaH 
Liege Lord. 

Ms Speech to * 'WT^ ^^^^ humbk and true Subgctts, the Com- 

thc King in Par-* VV TSiyns of this jrouf noMe Reame, comyn to 

ji^ment. < this your high Courte of Pariement by your high Com* 

< mandetnent) have as grete Caufe to caile, and callc 

* to the Tenderneflfe of our Mynde, as ever had Peqpk 

* lyvyng under eny Chriften Prynce, the honorable and 
^ noble Devoir that it hath pleafed your HighnefTe to 
^ put the fame in of pryncely and knygbtly Prowcffe and 

* Corage for the Redempcion of your feid Reame and 

* Subgetts from the Pcrfecucion and Tyrannye of your 

* and theire grete and infaciable Ennemytees. 

* For the Jirji ; where, incontynent after the pitoufe 

* and doloroufe Deth of that nbble and famous Prynce, 

* and our right honorable Lord, of worthy Memorie, 

* your Fader the Due of Tork,, very and rightful Heire, 
^ and, in Right, Kyng of the faid Reame, the Erles of 

* Pembroke^ and Wiltejhire gadering and accx)mpaynyng 

* towarde thcym a grete Nombre of Men of guerrablo 

* Array,, to have removed out of the Marches of Walei 
^ into the North Parties, to have there affifted Marga* 
*■ reiey late called Quene of England^ hir Son Edward^ 
^ the Dues of Excejire and Sotnerfet^ and other Lordes, 

* purpofyng to have proceded to the Deftru£lion of your 
' feid Reame and Subgetts» it pleafed your high Magefle^ 
^ though all the Sorrowe and Lamentation for the Deth 

'^ of the feid noble and famous Prynce was not a little 

* in your noble and naturall Remembrance, to adjoine 

* your mooft noble Perfone, of knyghtly Corage^ accord* 
« yng to the Nature of your high Birth, and the tender 
< Zele and naturall Love that your feid Hrghnefie bare 

* unto the Defence and Tuition of your feid Reame and 
f Subgetts, and to the Refiftence of the malicioufe En- 
f tent and Purpofe of the feid Erics, and to procede of 
f pryncely Prowefle agenft theym in Bataille j uppon 

* whom it pleafed Almighty God to gragnt unto your 
f feid Magefte the Hande of Vi<Stofyc, chafyng uppon 
f ihpym untyll they were dryvep of Drede of your feid 

' Nobley 

|k ^ot, Par}, I fidyfarj lY, N<^. 7. 
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NbWey into the Confynes and Corners of your^Lord-lC»£A»«flrf|^ 
fhip or Wales ^ to the grete and grounded Joyc and 
Confolacion of your feid Reame and Subgetts. 

* For the fecmde-^ where the grete Laboure and 
Payne .that it pleafed your good Grace to take in that 
noble and worfliypfQll Journey afked, after that of 
Reafon, natural Reft and £a(e of Refreihment ; yit 
nathelefe at fuche Tyme as the feid Marg^etey Rd^ 
ward hir Son, and Dukes «nd other Lordes abovefei(}> 
comtpyng from the North Parties of your feid Reame, 
deftroying and fpoifyng the fame in their Conunyng^ 
neither fparyng Godd's Chirch, the Vioiacion tht^re- 
of, his Minifters of the fame, ravyfbyng and defoul- 
ynge reFigious Wemmen, Maydens, Wydowcs, and , 
Mennes Wyfes j Iheyding, in Manner of Tyrannyc, 
immenie Blode, entendyng to the fynall and extreme ' 
Deftrudion and Subversion of your feid Reame, ap* 
peryng experierttly by their cruell Violence ; it pleafe 
your Magnificence, of the Plenteth of Tendernefle 
that ye bare to your feid natural] Subgetts, to forget 
and leye away the Weryncfle that grew by the feid 
Laboure in the feid Felde, and the £afe that Reafon 
wold ye fhuld have ufed conveniently therby, and 
with all Celerite advaunced your feid mooft noble Per- 
fone to your Cjte oi London^ for the Socour, Relef, and 
Joy therof, and the Redemption of the feid Reame. 

' For the thirds where, at your commyng to your 
feid Cite, it pleafed your noble and benigne Grace, of 
the Plenteth of Tendernefle that it pleafed unto the 
fame to b^re of naturall Lqve unto your feid Subgetts, 
havyng their Defence and Suertee in herty and piteous 
AfFeftion, and their lamentable Exclamation therof it| 
the Nyhnefl'e of your gracious Benyvolence to take 
pppon you, to the Pleafure of Godd, and the infinite 
and aiTured Joy of all your feid Subgetts, the Reigne 
and Governance of the feid Reame, wherunto ye be 
right wifely and naturally borne ; and, with all refon- 
able convenient Hafte^ to remove from thens toward 
the feid North Parties, arreyng, armyng, and ledyng 
your Ba tallies, lyke a vidorious Prynce, for the Defence 
and Salvacion of your feid Reame and Subgetts agenft 
your Adverfarie Henry^ late called Kyng Henry the 
f Sixt ; and his Power not oonly of your RebcUcs, but 
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K^MiwMi ly.^ alfo of Scoits and Frenflnntn^ your Ennemyes, whome 

< be fturred and reteyned to aiSft hym, arreyed and 

< armed, agenft your feid Magefte ; the which not fpa* 

< ryng for any Jopardie, Peril], or Aventure, joynhig 

< your mooft noble Perfone to the feid Defenfe and Sai^ 

< vacion knyghtly of pryncely Corage recountred the 

< feid Power of your feid Adverfarye in your Shire of 
^ York^ on Palmi-Sonday laft paft, where Bataille was 

< geven and made agenft your feid Magnificence^ wber- 

< unto therin it pleafed Almighty God to fend to you 

* his Grace of Eviccion and the Hand of Viflori^ agenft 

< your feid Ad verfarie,Ennemyes, andRebelles ; whome, 

* without any longer Reft within your feid Reame, the 

* Dr^e of your mighty Power, and of the Renowne of 

* your knyghtly and pryncely ProweiTe, drove and cha«- 

< fed out of your f^vH Reame into the Parties of Scotr 
t land. 

^ Mooft Chriften Kyng, right high and myghty 

* Prynce, and our aller mooft drede and naturall Sover 
^ rayne and Liege Lord, the noble and condigne Me* 

* rites, pryncely and knyghtly Corage, in the grete and 

* vidiorioufe A£ls afore rebearfed, the Beaute of Perfon-p 
^ age that it hath pleafed Almighty God to fend you, the 

< Wyfdome that, of his Grace, is annexed therunto, 
^ and the blefted and noble Difpofition and Application 
•of your feid Highneffe to the commyn Wele and Por 
^ licie of your feid Reame, and to Qodd's Chirch of xhe 

< fame, calleth upon |is to give therfor as herty and en« 
^ tier Lovypg to Qodd as we can ; and with all Hum* 

* blenefte polfible thanke your good and benigne Grace 

< ihewed to our feid Redempcion and Salvacion inMan- 
f ner and Fourme afore de^l^red. And fith that our 
^ Lord, of his infinite Myght, h^th called your feid high 
^ and nobley to reigne uppqn us your humble Subgetts, 
^ according to your naturall Birth, to our gretteft Joye 

* and ConTolacion erthly, and h^th geven unto you the 

* Viflorie of your f^i(J Ennemyes, we havyng our fingUT 
^ ler Fclecitce and Suprtee in that concerneth the permic 
^ Suertee of your mooft noble Perfone, and the long 

* Contynnance of your Reigne upppn us, and as defiroufe 
^ as eny Chriften Subgens to know and q.nderftand the 
^ Doubte, Peril Is, and Inconvenience of the contra rie to 

* be rempve^, biftche, as lowly as wc fufiice, vour Ma-r 
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^ gefte Roiall to have and take fuch PerfoAes as have, of K. Edumrd iv* 
^ approved Experience, adjoyned their Bodyes and Lyves 

* to this Recoveree of your ancyen Title and Right of 
' your feid Reame of Englond^ and to the entreteignyng 

* thereof againft your feid Adverfaries and Ennemyes, in 

< fugh Fav||t>ir, Tnift, and AffeSion of your feid good 

* Grace, as accord with their condigne and approved 

* Merites ; and other Perfones in fuch wife and prudent 
' Truft and AiFeccion as accord with the afliired Pro- 

< fperite of your high Eftate above all erthly Thinges^ 
' defired of all as your true Subgetts^ 

^ And that, as in the Time of the ufurped Reigne df 
^ your feid Adverfarie Henry^ late called King Henrjp 
^ the Sixt, ExtorcioH} Murdre, Rape, EfFufion of inno« 

< cent Blode, Ryot, and Unrightwifneffe were commynl/ 

* ufed in your feid Reame, without Punicion, we held 

* for certeyne and undoubted, that it wol pleafe your feid 

* good Grace to preferre all Thyng that may ferve to the 
*• feid commyn Wele, to the Exercife of Juftice and 

< RiightwifneiTe, and to punifh the grete and horHble 

< Offendours, Extortionours, and Riotours, and have 

* Pite^ Compaffion, and Mercy uppon the Innocents to 

* Godd's Pleafure; to whome we befech to contynne and 

* profper your noble Reigne longe uppon us your true 

* and lowly Subgetts, in Honour, Joye, and Felicite/ 

The next Thing we find that was done in this Par- 
liament, was to read a long Declaration of the Kins's [ 314 ] 
T'itle to jthe Crown ; containing, in EfFed, what his 
Father had delivered to Parliament the 39th of the laft 
Reign. To which was added a Recapitulation of the 
tyrannous Reign of Henry IV. with his heinous mur- 
dering of King Richard II. ^c. 

After this an PiQ. was pafled, by the general Confent 
of both Houfes of Parliament, That King Edward IV. 
was, and is, undoubted King of England, from the 4th The Reign of 
Day of March then laft paft, when all the Eftates yielded ^'"''J'J^-***^^*- 
themfclves obeifant Subjefts to the faid Edward IV. Mi['^^''fJ^^'^,^^ 
his Heirs for ever ; affirming the Reign of Henry IV. to and his Family 
have been an Intrufion and Ufurpation. It was alfo en- difinhcritcd. 
aiSled, That King EdwardlV. was feized of the Crown 
and Profits of the Realm of England, from the faid 4th 
Day of March ^ in fuch Sort as King Richard \l. enjoyed 

the 
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K. Edwrd IV. the fame in the 23d Year of his Rcrgn. In which A(S itk 
many Provifoes, and one general Provifion for all Men's 
Rights, except thofe who claim by Grants from Henry \Yi 
Henry V. and Henry VI. K The faid Henry of Derby i 
t 3'5 3 otbcfwife called Henry W. and the Heirs of his Body 
ewning, are, by this Aft, utterly dtfabled td enjoy an^* 
Inheritance, Eftate, or Profits within this Realm or Do- 
minions of the fame for ever. And thus, fays an Hifto- 
lian, it is remarkable that the Law in this, and in the 
Attainder that followed, reached Hehryy eveft under 
the Shelter of a King <!^ FaSfo ".* 

Then a whole Recital of the Concord\ or Agreement^ 
made between Henry VL and Richard Duke of Tork^ 
Ann9 39 Henry VI. was read, and the Breach of it, by 
fundry Means, was declared. By which Breach it was 
alfo declared. That King Edward IV. was difcharged 
from the faid Concord, and that no Article of it fiiouM 
bind him, as King, to that Agreement. 
[ 316 ] • ■ Next follows a long Bill of Attainder of divers Per^ 
ions, for the Death of Richard Duke of York and others ; 

fut Nutbfef ^ /fifwry VI. Margaret late Queen o^ England^ 

\ Edward called Prince of IVales^ Henry late Duke of 
Somerfet^ and Henry late Earl of Northumberland, Keci- 
•ting, that fVilliam Lord BoneviUy and Sir Thomas Kyriel^ 
Knights of the Garter, and ^\x William Gower-y Knt. 
Standard-Bearer to Richard Duke oiYork^ were, againft 
Law, beheaded and murdered. 

Another Bill of Attainder was paflcd againft Thomas 
Courtney^ late Earl of Devon/hire^ Thomas Lord Rods^ 
John late Lord Nevile^ Baldwyn Pulforth^ Alex. HodiCy 
Nicholas Latimer^ James Lutterely Edmund Mountfort^ 
Thomas Fyndern^ Henry Lewisy John Heron of Ford^ 
Richard Tunjlaly Henry Beliinghamf and Robert IVhit- 

tinghamy 

I The Aft of Parliament^ which is very Jong, bears thh Title araongft 

the Statutes at large ^ viz. }Vbich j4£fs, done by King Henry IV. V. and VL 

#r by others, during their Reigns, Jhall continue good, and *ivbich net, cap. i. 

' The Preamble runs thus : ' For the efchewing of Ambiguities, Doubts, aod 

* Diverfities of Opinions, which may rife, enfue, and be taken of and upon 

* Judicial A6ls, and upon Exemplifications of the fame made or had in th6 
, * Time or Times of Henry IV. Henry V, his Son, and Henry VL his Sco, 

* or any of them, late Kings oi England hczt^Lisoiy, in Deed and not of 

« Right, &/: 

There is only another A&. in the Statutq;- Books made this PajliaBient, 
which was, That Jufticcs of Peace may avv^rd Proccfs upon IndiclmentS 
taken in a Sheriff's TouTn, y^nno i Edward IV. cap. ii. 

m Collier' 5 Ecclfjiafiical Hipry^ Bot-k VII. p, 679. 
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tingbam^ Kni^ts ; Andrew Thllop^ late xAGuyfms^ EfijiFC. Eiwari IV. 
"with many .other Eiquires, Gentleman) and Yeomen, 
Acre named, for being at the Death of the Duke oiYurk 
at Wakefield^ the 30th Day of Decemhtr laft paft. And 
Henry Duke of ExiUr^ William Vifcount Beaumont^ 
"John laic Lord Clyffori^ Leonard Lord Wellesj Thomas 
Grey, late Lord Rougemonty Randolf late Lord Dacre^ . 

Humphrey Dacre, Philip Wentumrthy William Rawkeflej, L 3 ' 7 J 
Edmund Hampden, Thomas Findrey, John Courtney y John 
Ormond, alias Botkr, WiUiam Mtlley, Simon Haynes^ 
William Holland, called the Baftard of Exeter, Thomas 
Ormond, alias Botkr, Thomas Everingham, Henry Roos 
ci Rockingham, with fevei^al other Efquires, Gentlemen, 
Yeomen, and Prieffo, were attainted for being againfl 
JCing Edward IV. the 29th of March laft, being Palm- 
Sunday, in the Fields called Saxton Fields, and Towton 
Fields, in the County of Tork. 

King Henry VL Queen Margaret, Prince Edward^ 
.and fome others, there named, are attainted for deliver- 
ing up the Town of Berwick to James King of Scots, m 
-the Feaft of St. John the Evangelifl laft paft : Likewife 
for prai^ifing to deliver up the Caftle and City of Car^- 
lijle to the Scots. And the laft-named Perfons, with 
Jafper Ead of Pembroke, James Earl of Wilts, Robert 
Xord liuug^rford, with certain Priefts and Friars, were 
alfo attainted, for procuring foreign Princes to invade 
the King and Realm. 

Hmry VL with certain Perfons afore-named, John 
Fortefcue, William Talbois, and other Efquires, Gentle- 
men, Priefts, and Friars, were attainted for being in the 
Field againft King EdwardlV. in the Bilhopric pf Dur- 
ham, the 1 8th Day ,of June laft paft. And the Duke of 
Exeter aforefaid, Jafper Earl of Pembroke, and others^ 
were attainted for railing War againft the King at Tute- 
hill, near Carnarvon, in Wales, on Friday next after the 
Feaft of St. Edward UQ: paft. 

The Attainder and Forfeiture of all and Angular the . 
Hereditaments of the aforefaid Henry VL and namely 
of all the Land belonging to the Duchy of Lancajler ; 
that the faid King Edward IV. fliall hold the faid Duchy 
^ and County Palatine oi Lancajler, to him and to his Heirs 
Kings of England, with all Offices and Liberties to the ^ * « , 
fame belonging, feparatc frpm the Crown; and that the t 3^^ J 

Tenants 
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K. Edward IV. Tenants of the faid Duchy do enjoy all their Liberties, 
in fuchwife as when ii/if^> VL held the fame on the 
3d Day of March laft. 

AndRcftitutjoni ^^^^^ paffing all thefe Bilb of Attainder and Forfei- 
tures, the Parliaaient went upon ASt& of Reftitution ; 
and the whole Procefs of Judgment, as well by Parlia- 
ment as otherwife, againft JSSchard Earl of Cambridge^ 
and feveral others, wa^ utterly made void and repealed. 
The like Judgment in Parliament againft John Monta- 
guej late Earl of Salifiury^ and Thomas Lord Defpenfery 
was made void ; and Richard Earl of IVarwick^ and Ann 
his Wife, the Daughter of Ifabel^ Daughter and Heir to 
the faid Thomas^ in Right of the faid Anrti was reftored 
to all the Hereditaments of the faid Thomas. Alfo Alice 
Coiintefs of Salijburyy Daughter to Thomas Montague^ 
late Earl 0/ Salijbury^ Son of the faid John^ was reftored 
t6 ail the Hereditaments of the faid John, . Laftly, Tbo^ 
mas Lumley^ Knt. Son to Ralph Lumley^ Knt. was alfo 
reftored to all the Hereditaments of the faid Ralpb^ and 
the Judgment againft him made void. 

Thefe were all, or moft of, the A3s and Ordinances 
which pafted this Pailiament. At the Glofe of the Sef- 
fion, on the 21ft Day of December^ the King came to 
the Houfe, and, fending for the Commons after they 
had given their AiTent to the Attainder Bills and the reft, 
addreiTed himfelf to them as follows ° : 

James Strancewaies^ and ye that be tommjn hi 
Common of this my Lond. 

JCine Edward's 77^^ '^^ '^^^ Hittes and fender Conjidefacions that je 

Speech to his "^ have had to my Right and Title^ that y and my An- 

firft Parliament. ^^;-^^ ^^^^ ^^^ f^^f^ ffjg CorOnne of this Reami^ the which 

from us have bene long Time withelde j and nowe^ thanh^ 

ed be Almyghty Godj of whos Grace gtoweth all ViSfory^ 

by your true Hertes and grete AJJi/lensy y am tejlored unU 

r - J g "] That that is my Right and Title ^ wherefore y thanke you as 

hMely as y can, Alfo for the tender and true Hertes that 

ye have Jhewed unto me i in that ye have tenderly had in 

Remembraunce the Correccion of the 'hotrihle' Murdre and 

cruel Deth of my Lord my Fader y my* Brother Rutland, 

and my Cofyn ^Salyft)ury, and other ^ y thanke you right 

herJelfj 

n £x Ore fuo prtprh taKter efi allocatus. Rot. Pari, i Edxudrd IV. 

NO. 38. 
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hemtj^ miij fiM h Mt§ y§U^ wUb At Gran tf jtt^lL. Mdw^d lY* 
mighty 0$d^ 4i good MdgraHous Sovnroign iordou ovor 
was tny ^n^ Ncib Proginitmrs totieir Sui^ttos mud 
Linemen : And for $hg feiibftdl and lovjng Hertoi^ akd 
aifo the greti Lal$ursthat fo bm^o home andfufoyfltd tO'* 
'Wardi fnty in tbo romtiring of ng fuid High and Title 
ivhitb f noi» fojiffo^ y fhanko jou whb ail my Herte^ and 
if y bad eny hetuf Good to reward you udtball then mf 
Body ye fhuld have ity tbe wbicb JbeM akoey be redy for 
your Defence^ never ffaring nor letiing for noo Joofardie^ 
fraying you all of youre berty AJfiJiens and good Contynu" 
aneoy as y JbaH be unto you youre veray rigbiwi^ and 
bvyng liege Lord* 

After the tting bad etiM fats plaiHi bat boneft^ Speech^ 
fhe Record telU us that the IxMrd-CkailceUbr flood up und 
declared, That Mot tte whole Bufmsfs of this Parlia« 
tneni was not yec cottduded, and the approachibgFeftival 
ofChri^mas wdu!d obftrudit, be thereforey by theKiog'il 
Command, prorogued the Parliament to the 6tfa of Alay 
next enfuing. At the fame Time be leld them, the King 
had put out a Pro^ilamackm againft givifljcof lireries afid 
Badges, totttrarv to LaW) zK^ againft Mattttenaaces*, t S^^ 1 
Robberies, and Murdci^s ; alt, and every of which, the 
Jteihops, Lords, and Commons tfaec6 prefemy ^romifed to 
obey, and to fee ohfertted throughoat ibe Kingdbm. 

Thefe were the TranfaAiom of this firft PaffltadBeni 
called by this King, as they ftaad on Record -, smd of 
which few or .none of our tiTrftortans have takeiK any 
Notice. The Hiftory of Croyland, iadieedl, npir coa-« 
temporary with thefir Times, obfesiresy « That Edward 

* having gained the iaft-ViAory near 7>iA?^«r, kept his 

< Eajter at Tori With ffe^t Splendour -, and having fi^-^ 
^ tied an Things to his Mind, for the Piefervation of 

* the North, he returned to London^ where he Was fooik 

* after crowned at Wejhninfter : That in m Parliament, 

< called immediately after, almoft every A& of State, 

< that had been done by three' preceding Kings, was 
' refuroed or annulled : That all the Coin of the King«^ 

* dom, both in Qeld and Silver, Was ehianged and new 
« {truck, that, at length, the very Name of Henry might 

* be blotted out : That, by the A<£b aforefaid, two Char- 

* ters of Poffeflions and Liberties granted to their Abbey 

Vol. IL ' Y • by 
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K. EthotrJ JY;€ by King H^nty V. and VI. were rendered abfolutely 
^ invalid : And that, ih thofe Days, the Kingdom was 
< reduced to Obedience, for which Mercy, granted from 

* Heaven againft its Enemies, Thaoldgiving to Almigh- 

• ty God was rendered by every one <^/ 

Mr. Habingtony in his Life of King Edward IV. fays. 
That at his Coronation, being feated in the moft per- 
spicuous Place of the Great Hall at Wiftminfiei^^ he 
himfetf made an open Declaration of his double Title to 
the Crown : * Firft, by Defcent, as before mentioned ; 
and next, by Authority of Parliament ; which, upon 
Examination of the late Duke oi York's Title, conferr'd 
the PoiTeffion of the Kingdom imme4iately on him or 
his Heirs, when Henry v I. (hould make Forfeiture of 
it by Death,' Refighatioh, or Breach of that Accord 
fworn there fo folemnly between them : And that this 
Accord was broken, the Slaughter of the fa id Duke, 
opprcflfed with unequal Numbers of //-pwry's Party, at 
the Battle of Wakefitld^ did but too fadly manif^ft. 
Neverthelefs, he proteftied he would forego thQ Juftice 
of his Claim, rather' than enter upon it without their 
free Vote, At which, unanimoufly, the Affembly cried 
out. King Edward, King Edwards joyful that their 
Voices might confirm him King, who bad deigned 
them fo humble z, Compliment, as to profefs that he 
would not receive the Title without their SpiFrage.' 
In another Place, the fame Author inaiees this Remark, 
That perhaps this Ceremony did then appear needful, 
in regard the fame Voices had vowed Obedience to 
another : Otherwife, whdfoeverihall alledge that the 
Suffrage of the Multitude is neqefTary to confirm a 
Prince, deftroys the Right, of SuccefTion, and in That 
the Monarchy,: which fo long and triumphantly hath 



ruled this Nation. ''- 



*Bat to return to the^ further 



Proceedings of this Parliament; 
forfeifef EfbVe^^^ At the Clofc of tWs Parliament, Hiftorianj tell us, 
amongft his own that £</«;flrr4 beftowed great Largeflfes to liis Friends, 
Pricnds, out of the EAates forfeited by his Enemies p. , Nor were 

Ho^ 

^ o Pacatum efi igitUr Jlegnum Viebus ijlis, ft fro conceffh ceeUcut de Ini" 
tnicis Triumpbo, vniverp Populi Gratiarunt Aff tones reddidtrunt omr.ipotenti 
X>£0, Hift. Croyland Continuatia. £^. Oal. p. 533, 
• p ■— qui, ut eft in veteri yierh, lahoranttm /igrk^am opertet frimum 
^e Frudibui fercifere^ primum omnium de Sentsntia ct AuSoritate Corciiii^ 
full Militibui bene mtritix j^gros iUcrum, jui Heniici Psrttt fe^uebifiiur^ 
difribuit, &r^» Poly. Vcrg. Hi*. Aug. p» 513. 
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Honours tod Titles wanting to particular Perfons, whom K; 'BimMtd iy« 
either Proximity of Blood or Merit had rendered dear , 
to him. His two remaining Brother^, Gmrge ^nd Rich- L S^i J 
ardy he created Dukes i the formef c^ Clanncey the 
other of Gloucejier. John liOrd Nivih^ Brother to the 
Earl oi Warwick J he made Vifcounjt MontacuU^ after- 
wards Marquis of MontacuU. Henry Bounhier^ Bro« . 
ther to the Archbi&op of Canterbury^ was created Earl 
of EJJeXi^ and William Lord Fauconberg^ Earl of Kent : 
He raifed feveral others to the Title of Barons, and 
honoured many with Knighthood* Puniihn^^nts fuc- 
ceeded to Rewards ; ifor /^AwEarl oi Oxford^ Aubrey 
de Verej his Son, Sir John Tiddenham^ Knight, William 
Tirel and Walter Montgomery^ Efqrs. were, without any * - 
't'rial, attainted and convicted of Treafon^ and heheaded 
^nTotJOer-Hilh. . 

Though the great Earl of Warwick is not mentioned^ 
here as receiving any higher Titles, and Rewards, yet; 
a contemporary Hiftorian ' aiTures us, that he was not 
without an ample Share of the latter. He had feveral 
Manors and Lordfhips beftowed upon him by the Kiiig; 
fome out of Crown Lands, and others that were con- 
fifcated. He was conftituted Governor oi Calais y and 
Itid other great OiEces ; fo that our Author has himfelf • 
heard that he received annually, in Penfipns and thefe 
Kind of Profits, 8o,pooA belides his own Inheritance. 
All thefe enabled him to fpend the moft in Hofpitality 
that ever any Subje£l did before him ; of which our 
older Chronicles give fome ftrong and familiar Inftahces. 
But an unwarrantable Defection afterwards from the ^ 
Family who had beftowed thefe Gratuities upon him, 
loft this great Man his whole Income^ and his Life into, 
the Bargain* 

Some n^vf Commofions happening about this Time^ 
prevented King £^tt;tfri/ from meeting this laftParlia* 
ment at the Time of the Prorogation j therefore it 
is entered on the Roll, That, on the 6th cA May^ in [ 322 ] 
the fecond Year of his Reign, becaufe the King could 
not attend there, Thomas Archbiflipp of Canterbury^ 
by the King's Letters Patent, diflplved the faid Parlia- 
ment. DugdaU has given us a Summons to a Parliament 

Y2 at 

9. Hair* Chronicle, Anno X46x. Habington \n Kennet, p. 433. 
r Les Mmoiru di I'hih 4fi Conunincs^ Livhe 11% cbsp^ iv. 
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1463. 

At W9fiwdnJUr» 



J4a ^tbt FarUammtary' HisToity 

K. MdmmMfl.ztYm*^ to^ be kdd the 5lh Eby €# Fibmary^ An. 2 i?i- 
«Mmf IVr and another Ae faane Year to Wijtmh^^ 
the 29tii of w^^'A ku* M> Notice is takefiy ifi that Au» 
tbov, of anf other f^KomcM till the 6th of this King. 

However the Recordia grve vs the Proceedings cl a 
PariiamenC fomanoMd hj Writa^ Aited Fehrnarj 28, 
to meet at W9ftmmfkr the a9lh dt Aprils Anno y Ed^^ 
ward IV. When an# where being alt met as ttfual, 
Gitprgt BHbop of ExH^^ then Lord-Chancellor, decla^ 
red the C^tife of the Summons in a ^ech upoft this 
Stdbjcd, ^uia judica^ii Torram dilighis Juftiiiam ; but 
this h s^in omitted in the Record ; only, in the Clofe, 
be dtre&d the Commons toxhafii a Spacer ; and, on 

jaxirSAT,Sf<i; th^ third 0ay of Che Sefiion> they prefented Jahn Scj^ 

cbofim Speaker, fiftp. ^jjo was accepted. 

The only Tranfaaion of this firft Seflbn of Pariia^ 
ment was, to grant the King an Aid of 37,000/. to be 
levied on tho Landis, Tenements, Goods and Chattels^ 
iff the Counties, Cities, and Towns, according to a 
Rate there exprefTed. And, on the 17th Day otjunt^ 
in th# Piefence of the King, Lords, and Commons, the 
Chanceitor, by his Majeil^'a Command, gave Thanb 
to the Commons for the Siubfidy granted; and becatife 
the Siifs had eokst^ England and joined with his Re- 
bet Sul^dls, which required the Klng^s going in Per- 
fiitfi againll theni, he profogoed thePkniament from the 
fhmeDay unio the 4lh ofNowmier next at Wejhnnfttr. 
On the faid 4th Day of Nwenker^ Thomas Archbi* 
fliop c4 CMnttrtury^ the King's Kinfinan, by his Letters 
latent, held and continued ttie Parliament ; and the 
fame Day the Chsncellbr told them that the King, out 
of his me«* Graces releafed mitb the Commons 6ooa/« 
Parcel of the Grant aforefaid ; whereupon it was en« 
aAed that 31,000^ Ihid! be teried in Manner of a Fif- 
teenth, and be called by that Name. And then the 
ChanceHor, in the King's Name, an^ as his Lieutenant, 
adjomned the feid ParKament from that Day to the 
aoth of Pihruary enfuing, at Tsrk. 

At which Time and Place being again , aflembTed^ 
H^illiam Bifbop ^Linc$i»\ by Command oifFiiHam 

Arch-' 

4 It is only W, Lincoln E^c, in the ftecord. Here aiaft be Tonse Miilake. 
for there wu no U^Umm er Waifer l^iibop nX Unnk^ aceoMikis I0 LeNerns 
Fafii, at that Time* Join Ciifdtv^rfJ^ vim than BiAop^ ucl died io, jfitfc 
H7J- 



ASubi^dy* 



Adjourned t« 
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Ardibifliop of Tori % the Kitig'sCaoBixiifioiier, bfLei* K. MtmixT 
ters Patent, held the fM Auwunent, and adjeuriaad k 
over from the fatd Day to the fifft Dtay of JU^mcMl 
enfuing, at Tiri as afoiviatd. The £.ettoii for this laft 
Adjourmnent t$ faid to be, Beanife that fome Con^ 
racies and Rebellions being laifed againft the King ta 
Glouctfierflnrt^ he was obliged to ^ in Fwfoil to ^« 
pref^ them. 

On the firft of A£iy the Lords and Commons weie AanaAfl^^. 
again aflembled, in the great HalU within the Palace '4^4* 
of the Archbiihop at Ywk. The King's X^Uers P«tBfit ^^ ^^|^ 
were read, conftituting and appointing iS/V^^r^ Karl of 
Warvjick and the £arl of SaHflmy his v^omtniffioners to 
bold and continue the faid Parliament, firom the faid £rft 
pay of May to the ajch Oay Q![N^%Hni$r foUowifig ; aod 
' ppon reading thereof the Abbot of Fotmi4iiu% by <?ofltt« 
iniffion under the Privy Seal, ^joumed the iante ac- 
cordingly. The Caufe of which laft Adjoiurnnient ia 
^ffigned to be. That the Ci^ wai bufdy employed in the 
more Northern Parts, for the fappreffing of Rebels, an4 
in Defence of the Kingdom againft a foreign InvaQon* 

On the 3i6th of N^^mber^ «t die (ame Place at be« 
fore, the Parliament once more met ; when the famo 
Commiffioners were appointed to h<^d und prorcgite 
the faid Parliament from that Day to the 26th of fa* 
nauiry next enfuing, at W^fiminjfler^ and the Abbot of 
St. Mary's in Tork^ by the King's A{>poUit(|ieatt pro*^ 
roeued the i^me accordingly. 

Thefe Interruptions and diftant AdfourAments vere 
occafioned by the Unfteadkiefs of the Times : Bdward^ [ 324 3 
though in PoflefSon of the Crown, yet it was not fo' 
firmly ii?tfed on his Head, but his Enemy Margaret 
found Means to fliake it^ Som^ Aids ihe had from 
France ; but they were difcomfited on their l4anding ift ' 

the North, by the Baftard OgU. However, by giving 
np Berwick^ and fome other Fortrefles on the Borders^ 
to the Scats^ ftie got fome Forces in that Country, and, 
marching into Nirtbumbirland with them, took the 
Caftle of Bamburgh^ and paifed forward to the Bifhop- 
Y 3 ric 

t ThU was WiUimn S^tbe, who died the next Year, Anno 1464^ and 

was fucceeded by George Nevih> Brother W the £iri of ff^0rvfi<k* Iff 
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K. Sdwsrd ly. fie otDurhamj her Army daily incrcafing: But they 

were met with, and defeated at Hegdey-Moor^ by King 

uro Annits * Edward i and another Army, which was following with 

raifed againft King Hitiry^ underwent the fame Fate at Hexham^ ill 

bim. Nortbumbirland j fllwry himfelf, with much Difficulty, 

efcaping. Shortly after which, this unfortunate Prince 

came into England in Difguife ; but^ being betrayed, 

was apprehended at ff^addington-^Hall^ in Lancajhire^ z% 

King fltnry ta- he fat at Dinner " j from, whence he was conveyed to 

]($a Priibxicr. Londm^ with his Feet bound to the Stirrups, where he 

was arrefted by the Ear} of Warwick^ and committed 

Prifoner to the Tower. 

The Parliament The 26th oi January being come, the Parliament 

loeecat^^Mxn-met at Weftminfiir^ according to the laft Prorogation. 

fitu after four ^nd now we find that they had Time to do Bufinefs j 

^^r^i^^^EL »"<• *e very firft Ad they went upon was to grant a 

cuar</ a Subfidy Supply to the King \ which was done top in a very ef- 

for Life, feAual and unufual Manner: For the Commons, 

with the Aflcnt of the Bifhops and Lords, granted to 

the King, during his Life, the Subfidies following; 

Firft. 

• Tonnage and Poundage of every EngUJh Merchant 

* according to the 6ld Rate. For every Sack of Woolly 

* 33 J- 4 ^- F^*^ ov^'^y 240 Wooll-fells, 33 J. 4 d. For 

* every Laft of Hides, 3 /. 6 x. 8 ^. Of every ^lerchant 
V * Stranger, whether made Denizens or not, for every 

* Sack of Wooll, 3 /. 6 5. 8 i. For every L^ft of Hides, 
r 325 ] ♦ 3 /. 13 X. 4^. For every 240 Wooll-fells, 3/. 6 j. 8 rf, 

* with a Provifo only made. That the Town of Calais^ 
^ and the Soldiers in Garrifon there, may be viSualled 
< and paid with Part of the faid Subfidies, according to 

* a Rate there ftated/ 

It was alfo ordained, ' That the Treafurer of Calait 

* be obliged, under a Penalty, to account yearly in the 
^ Exchequer } and that he may difpofe of all the Offices 

* under him, in the Town or Marches of Calais^ to 

* whom he pleafes^, to hold the fame at the King's Will.* 

The Government and Staple of Calais having been 
often mentioned in the Courfe of thefe Inquries, it will 

not 

» The antient Family of Pudfy, ftill i^efident at this Place, keep a Pair 
of Shamois Stockings, a Pair of Gloves, and ibme other Relics of t^s 
i^ng, ivi^ich he left there ^hen he Wfis tal^en. 
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not heamife, in this Placc^ to give fonie Account of it^^^^^rrf IV. 
out of the Memoirs oi Philip de Commims. That Au- 

* thor tells u«, * That this was the richeft Jewel in the 

* EngUJh Crown, and the moft profitable Government 

* in Chriftendom, if not in the v^hole World : That The Staple of 

* he was there feveral Times, during the DifFercnces CaUh accounted 

* between the HouTes of York and Lancqfter^ and was^'' 
« told by the chief Officer of the Staple for Cloth, that 

* he would willingly farm the Government of the Town 

* at fifteen thoufand Crowns^^r Annum ; for the Gover- 

^ nor of Calais receives all Profits on that Side of the « 

* Sea, has the Benefit of Convoys, znd the entire Dif- 

< pofal and Management of the Garrifon '•' 

And, in another Place, the fame Author, tells U5» 

< That it is almoft incredible what prodigious Return for 
' their Woolls th|5 Merchants make twice every Year 

* from that Place.'— But to proceed. 

.Next came on, in this Seffion, the Attainders of feveral 
more Perfons of Quality, and others, who were flain oi: 
taken in the late Battles ; particularly Minry B^aufort^. 
late puke of S^merfeU was attainted for raifing War 
^gainil the King, and joining with Henry VI. at the [ 326 ] 
Rattle of Hexham^ in the County of Northumbirlandy 
on the 8th Day of May laft paft. 

Sir Ralph Pitrcyy Knight, was alfo attainted for deli- 
vering up the King's Qajles of Bamburgh and Dunftan^ 
burgh to Henry ^ and for raifing War againft the King 
7^ the Battle at Hegeley-Moor^ in Northumberland^ on 
the Day of the Feaft of St. Mark laft paft r. More Attaiudew 

Sir Humphrey Nepile^ Sir Henry Bellingbam^ ^^^7^\^^xl!!'^^^ 
Thomas Philips^ Knights, many other Efquircs, Gentle- 
men and Yeomen, were likewifq attainted for taking 
Part with Henry at Bamburgh. 

Edmund Beaufort and John Beaufort^ Brothers (o the 
faid Duke of Somerfet^ Sir JVilliam Carie^ alias Caree^ 
Knight, and others, were alfo attainted for adhering to 

Mat'- 

X £,« Mmoiret de Phil, de Coinmine^j hi'vre iii, chap* iv. §f chap, vi«^ 
y This Sir Ralph FUrcy is celebrated by all, or moft, of our EngRfi 
HiAorians, for dying bravely at this Battle, and with thefe Words in his 
Month, / have faved the Bird in my Breaft \ meaouig the Oath that he 
had fworn to King Henry^ ^ut, by the BiU of -Attainder, it fcems 
to appear t\iat h^ had been guilty of much" Treachery, in delivering up 
two Caflles, which he had lieen entmfted with the Keeping of by King 
J^ji^ard. And Hally in his ChrenicU, confirms this, by faying. That he 
forgot that he had before abandoned King Henry in \x\% titmoft Nec^ty^ 
^;u iubmicted himself to King Sdivatd, fol. cxxi* 
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K. EdvmrdW* JUkrgarfty Itte'Queen of Bngiani. S^mc more of Itfr 
fer Note are mentioned } aiKl to all the thove-nained 
Ferfons, as the Record fpeaks, the King had granted 
Pardon in the lirft Year of his Reign. And it was 
enadedy That the Actainders of the HxA Puke of Smmr^ 
f9ty Humphny Niviliy R^^lf Peircyj Heftry Bellingbam^ 
and others, made Amw JRigns i. fliall ftand i and tluit 
At Rifiitutiont U tbtm madi flniU ht v$id.^ A Procla- 
mation alfo was ordered to he iflaed out againfl feve- 
ral Knights, Gemlemen, and others* by Name, who 
bad eitaped froin the Battles, 7hat^ ;/<^<r ^^^ n^t pd4 
thimfilvis to the King^s Jdirty hj fuih a D(iyj they Jh^uU 
JIand attainttd rf High Tnt^fin^ itnd incur th$ P^int $/ 
tbijjmt % 

Then an AQt of Refumption was pafled, whereby 
tlie King took into bis Hands ail Manner of Heredita- 
ments belonging to the Crown, the Principality of 
ff^aUs^ (he Duchies of Cornwall and Lancafi^r^ and the 
Earldom of Chtfter^ from the Feafl of the Purification 
of our Lady laft before, in futh Manner as he had» or 
nought to have had, on the 4th Day of Marck^ in the 
firft Year of his Reign ; any Letters Patent, or Grants, 
to the contrary notwithftanding. And that all Grants, 
Lcafes, Off, made by- the King, before the faid Feaft, 
of any Hereditaments belonging to his Duchy of Terky 
or £aridom of March^ be alfo void i but with many 
Provifoes. 

The laft hO. of this Parliament, that we think pro<r 
per to mention, is. That whereas the Sum of 32»83r l^ 
was due to the Mayor and Company of the Merchants 
of the Staple of Calais^ the King, by the Attthority of 
Parliament, in order to content them, and difcharge that 
Debt, affigned them a Power to tal|;e a yearly Rate out 
of the Subfidy on Wooll qntill full Payment be made* 

There were fevcral Statutes made, in this and the 
preceding Seilions of this long Parliament, for the En- 
couragement of the Woollen Manufactory, and Trad^ 
in general j which the Reader, if he pleafgs, may find 
in the Statute-Books, it being necdiefs here to take any 
farther Notice of them* One Aft or two, however, 
deferves Mention, which wjis to reftrain the exceifivc 
V^fiicy then ufe4 in Dreis or Apparel, and to encourage 

tb^ 

f Rot. Pari. 4 Eihfard IV. N©. zh 
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the wearing of Home Manufa&ures ; which Vanity,!^* Bdvm4 IT 

notwithftaadtoff the DeftrufiLioq and Mifery the Civil 

Wars had occaiionedy was grown to a very great Height, 

Oiie Tihing) m particular, was the e^^trai/agant Way 

the People then had mt of adorning their Feet. They 

wore thi; Beaks, or Pikes, of their Shoes fi> long, that 

it incumbered them in their Walking, and they were 

jForced to tie them up to their Knees. The Gentlemen 

did it with Chains of Silver, or Silver £^lt ; and tbofe 

who could not aiFord to be at that Charge, with Silk 

traces* Tllis ridiculous Faffaion had been in feme Mea- 

fure ufed, ever fince Richard the Second's Time ; bat C 328 } 

thefe enOroious Pikes were now, by ASt of Parliament» 

i:urtailed tq two Inches, under a Penalty both to the 

Shoemaker and the Wearer ». 

We are told likewife, during one of theft Seffiotts of 
Parliament, a Convocation met at LoKd$n^ in which 
the Clergy very willingly g^ve a Tenth to the Crown^ 
in Acknowledgment Tor an extendve Charter latdy 
granted them. And here, a Complaint being made 6i 
the Violation of San^uaries, the utmoft Cenfures of the 
Church were decreed againft thofe who (hould drag 
^ny Peribns out of Churches or other privileged Places, 
and carry them to Prifon. There was alfo a Conftitu* 
(ion pafled for the Regulation of the Clergy's Habits ^« 

After the Diflblution of the laft Parliament we meet 
with no other Summons for three Years ; during which 
Time Edwari^ Affairs were again thrown into a vtxy 
precarious Situation. The Earl of Warwick, his great- l^C^t'o^ 
eft Friend, had been difgraced in an Embafly to the 
Frtnch King, to conclude a Marriage betvveen the King 
of England and his Sifter, whilft Edward was a£l:ua]ty 
ponfummating one ^t home with a Widow Lady, and 
one of his own Subje£|:s ?. The Earl, from a faft 
{^riend, becan^e, on this, Edwarih bittereft Enemy % 
and, returning to England, had the good Fortune, oy 
Surpris^e, to take King Edward Prifoner, and fent him, 
as fuch, to his Cai^e of Middleham in Tgrk/hire. Here, 

being 

^ See Statutes ^t Large, An* 4 Edward IV, cap. vii. 

b Collier' e ^cclef. Hi% Vol. I. p, 680, 

c The Lady Elizabeth Gray, the Rclift of Sir John Gray, flain at the 
l^attle of St, Allan I, on King Uenrft Side. She had been a Maid of 
Honour to Queea Margaret^ and vrw herCelf crowned Queen of Englwndm 
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K» Mdward IVt being fflendcrly guarded, the King found Means to make 
his Efcape, and foon after drove the Earl of Warwick^ 
with the King's Brother, George Duke of Clarence j who 
had alfo deferted his Incereft, out of the Kingdom. But 
returning foon after with Forces lent them by the French 
C 329 ] King, they reduced Edward to fuch an Extremity, that 
he, in his Turn, was forced to fly the Kingdom j and 
Henryy being releafed from a long Confinement, was 
once more feated on the Throne, 

But in an Interval of thefe Commotions, and various 
Turns of Fortune, we find that a Parliament was fum- 
moned by King Edward in the Year 1467, by Writs 
dated at WeJim'tnJIer the 28th of February ^ to meet at 
the fame Place on the 3d Day Jjf June following ^ 
George Duke of Clarence^ and Richard Ear! of IVarwlck 
and Sarum^ are here both fummoned as ufual. 

Aftupltegniy, In the Prefence of the King, fitting on the Throne, 
^67* in the Painted-Chamber of the Palace of Wejimmfter^ 

i^xWefiminfier. and of the Lords and Commons, IViUiom Bifhop of Z/«- 
coln^y in the Abfencc of George Archbifbop of York^ 
Chancellor of England j by the King's Command, de- 
clared the Caufe of the Summons ; after which he or- 

g. - g^^ dered the Commons to chufe their Speaker, and prefent 

^pfcn'spcaker. ^^^ ^s ufual. Accordingly Sir Jahn Say^ Knight,' waa 
prefented, and accepted by the King. . 

After which the King, with his own Mouth, mad^ 
the following Oration to the Commons ; 

John Say^ and yc, Sirs, comyn to this my Court of Parle-* 
ment for the Comon of this my Lond. 
^Jward*&S^t<}k ^j^fj £ Caufe why y have cald an^ fiunmoned thh my 
jDeatf ^ ' prefent Parlement /J, that y purpofe tct live upon my 

mwne^ and not to charge my SuHjeSfs b^t in great and ur- 
gent CaufeSy concerning more theWeale of themfetves^ and 
alfo the Defence of them and of this my Realme^ rather 
than mine ovune Pleafure^ as heretofore by Comons of this 
Lond hath been done^ and borne unto tr.y Progenitot^rs in 
Time of Need \ wherein y trujl that yee^ Sir 5^ and aS 
[ 33^'] the Comons of this my IjOnd^wiU be as tender and kinde 

unto 

b Dugdale places this Sumsnons in the 6th of Edward IV. 
c So again in the Record, which makes us think there is £oxne MiftalM 
UkLe Nev6$ F^i rather than in this great Authority, 
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unto me in fuch Cafes as heretofore eny Camrnons bave'^^^i^dW^ 

been to enj of my Progenitours : And for the Good-will^ . ' 

Kindnefs^ and true Hearts that yee have borne^ continued^ 

and fhewed to me at all-Times heretofore^ y thanke you as 

hertily as y can \ alfo y trujl yee will continue in Time \ 

coming 5 for which^ by the Grace of Gody y fhall he to 

you as good and gracious a King^ and reign as rightwijiy 

upon you as ever did any of my Progenitours upon Comons 

of this my Realme in Dayes paji j and fhall alfo^ in Time , 

of Needy apply my Perfofi for the Weale and Defence of 

youy an4^this my Realme^ not fparing my Body nor Life 

for any feopardy that might happen the fame ^* 

An K€k of Refumption was paiTed, the fame in EfTeA 
as the lad Parliament; alfo another that the Kingfhould 
for ever enjoy all fuch Hereditaments as Richard late 
Duke of Tork poflTefTed on the 30th Day of December ^^ 
Anno 39 Henry VI. any Grant to the contrary notwith* 
ftandirig : But this'with a vaft Multitude of Provifoes. 

In Confideration of 33,000/. due by the King to 
the Mayor and Company of Staplers at Calais^ the 
Kiiigy for eight Years and a Half, granted unto the 
fame Mayor all and fingular the Cuftoms and Subfidies 
on Goods going out of the faid Port, and all his Revenues 
in Calais and the Marches of the fame, for the faid Term ; \ ' . 
they allowing yearly a certain Sum for the Soldiers' 
Wages and Maintenance of the Works. This by Let- 
ters Patent, 

Richard Welles^ Lord Willoughby^y Son and Heir of 
Leonard Welles^ Lord Pfilloughbyy was reftored in Blood 
to the faid Lord Leonard^ and to all his Hereditaments^ 
notwithftanding the Attainder made againft the faid 
Leonard^ Anno l Edward IV. As was alfo Sir Thomas 
Trefiiamy Knight, and his Attainder made void. 

Thefe were moft of the Tranfaaions of the firft Sef- 
fion of this Parliament; for, on the 5th Day oijutyy 
Robert ^ 5i(hop of Bath and IVellsy then Chancellor, in 

the 

4 From the Parliamept-RoU, 7 Edward IV. This Speech is quoted 

by Sir Henry Tilvertofj, in his Argument concerning Jmpofieions, 7 Jac. I^ 
fis an Acknowledgment on the Part of the K-ing that he had no Ri^ht to 
impoCe at his own Will» and that the Subje£t had a certain and diftinct 
Property from that which was his own. 

e The Day he was flain at the Battle of Wakefdd, 

* Slaiq at the Battle of toioton, 

I Rebert Stillington, Le Neve^z Fajii^ ^(f 
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k«£iw#riiv.the Prefeuceof the King, Lords, and Comifions^ firft 
anfwer'ed certain Petitions from the Lower Hoiife, suhI 
[ 33' 3 then thanked them, in the King's Name, for the Statute 
of Refumption $ ailiiring them, that the King had pro- 
vided for Calais I had taken the like Care for IrsUmA 
and WaUi \ and further, that his Majefty defired there 
might be a due Execution of the Laws« After which, 
by the King's Command, he prorogued the Parllaflaetit 
from the fame Day and Place to the 6th of November 
«ext enfuing at Reading. And from thence the faid 
Chancellor again prorogued this Parliament, by the 
King's Command, from the laid 6th oi November to the 
6th of Max^ at Reading aforefaid. But they did not fit 
at that Place ; for the Chancellor, at their next Meetings 
adjourned them from the 6th of May to the i^th of the 
fame Month at Weflminfttr. 
After feveral Thcfc frequent Prorogations were owing to the Un- 

U^roro^uld to?**^^^^*^ *^^® Times, which were far from being fet- 
Wtal^^] ^teled as yet; but, at this laft Adjournment, the Parlia^ 
ment fat to do Bufinefs, and, befides paffing feveral be- 
neficial AAs for the further Encouragement of the 
Woolle^i Manufactures, ^c. fome S^bfidies w«re graat-* 
ed, which will be feeo in their proper Place. FiV9 
Days after this Meeting, the King fent lor the Com- 
mons into the Houfe of Lords % when the ChancelloTt 
by his Coipmand, fpoke to the whole Body to this £f- 
'fea: 

' Firft, he began with Juftke, and inftanced the good 

< Effeas of the lame. He next declared. That the Three 
^ Eftates comprehended the Government of this Land i 

* the Preheminence whereof was .due to the King, sa 

< Chief; the fecond to the Biibop^ ^xid Ix>rds i^ and the 
^ third to the Commons. 

* He then put them in Mind in what poor Efi^te the 
^ King found the Crown ; defiled of the due Inheri* 

* tance ; wafted in its Treafures j the Laws wrecked ; 
' and the whole, by the Ufurpation, in a Manner fub- 

t 532 ] * verted : Add to this, the Lofs of th^ Crown of France^ 

* Duthies of Normandy^ Gajcoigny^ l^nd Guienne^ the 

* amient Patrimony of the Crown of England^ loft alfo ; 

* and further, he found it involved in a War with Den* 
« mark^ Spain^ Scotland^ Briianny^ and tether Parts, and 

* even with their old Enemy of Francf^ 

^Thco 
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« Then dcfcending he toM them. That the King hzi^* EJw^rdm 

* appeared all Tumuha witbia the Realm, and planted / 

* fuch inward Peace, that Law 'and Jufticc might be 

* extended : That the King had made Peace with 
^Scotland: That the Lord Winters was negotiating a 

* League with Spain and Denmark^ fo as to open a free 

* Commcfce with thofe Countries : But what was ftiU 

* the greateft, he had allied himfelf to the Dukes of. 

* Burgundy and Britanrty^ two moft powerful Princes^ 

* in fuch Sort as they had given the King the ftrongeft. 
^ Aflurance of afting vigoroufly againft Francij for the 

* recovering of that Kingdom, and other the King'a 
^ Patrimonies ; of which, fince they made little Dou&t» 

* the King thought proper not to omit fuch an Oppor- 

* tunitv, and fuch a one as never happened before. And 

* that his Ma/efty might fee thi^ Kingdom as gloriouai 

* as any of his Predeceffcrs ever did, he was ready to ad- 

* vcntun^ his own Perfon in fo juft a Caufe. Lattly, He 
' told them. That the King had cklled this Parliament 

* to make them acquainted with thefe Matters, and ta 

* dcfirc their Advice and AfEftance *^/ 

The Anfwcr the Commons made to this pithy Ha- 
rangue was„ tnimedtately to grant a large Sabndy of 
two whofc Fifteenths and two whole Tenths, to be le- 
vied on the Laity. Referving only X2,000A to be de- A SoWait 
duded out of it for the Relief of poor decayed Towns '• 

The Senate having thus liberally contributed to the 
Supplies of die State, the next Thing they went upon 
was to confirm, by their Authority, the King's Letters 
Patent granted to his new Queen Eli%abith^ for efta- 
bKihing her Dower: That the Part of the faid Dower^ ^ xxxl 
affigned to her by Letters Patenit under the Seal of the *• ^^^ J 
Oucby of Lancaftir^ ihould be valid ^ tho' there be no 
Lfv^ and^ Seifin of the fame ^ and that the Queen might 
perfonally plead and be impleaded in her own Name % 
to which are added the Names of the feveral Manors 
2nd other Hereditaments, affigned to her Majelly, in 
the Duchy of Lancajlery and elfewhere, unc^er the Great 
Seal ; which were all confirmed by Parliament. 

In Confideratibn of the Sum of 10,000 /. paid in Part 
of a greater Sum^ due by the King to Cbarla Duke of 

Bur- 



^ Rot, Pail, 8 Eixo, IV. No. 24, * Ibid. W, 3^ 
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^*£i^f»»dvr. burgundy ^^ on the Marriage between the faid Duke 
and the Princefs Marganty the King's Sifter, b^ the 
Mayor and Company of the Staple of Calais ; the King, 
by Letters Patent, granted that they fhould be repaid 
out of the Subfidy on WooUs ; which Letters Patent 
were, by common Aflent, confirmed^ 

Many good Laws were made this Parliament for the 
Encouragement of the Woollen Manufaaories, fcTr. as 
is before mentioned ; but we refer the Reader to the 
' Statute-Books for more Information about them. One 
Thing in the Abridgement of the Records is remarkable 
enough,'* That a Bill was brought in this Parliament, 
^ whereby all fuch as (bould rob any Church of any Pax, 

* Cope, Grand, Mafs-Book, or any other Trinket, 

• (whereof, fays ff^lliam Prynne^ the whole Rabble is 
^ named) fhall be deemed a Traitor, and be burnt for 
^ the fame ; and that all fuch Perfons fhall be deprived 

< of the Benefit of their Clergy ; that an Appeal for Re- 

< ftitution may alfo liC) and that all Juftices of Peace 
' may inquire of the fame.* The Publifher remarks. 
That, by the Preamble to thefe Motions, it feems that 

C 334 ] this Bill was made againft the Lollards i but the King's 
Arifwer to it was only, Le Rot s'avifera. 

The Civil Wars which had been carried on fo long, 

and with, fuch Fury by both Parties, were not yet at an 

%dkard forced ^"^^ i ^^^> ^oon after the DifTolution of this Parliament, 

to leave the Edward was obliged, for his own Safety, to leave the 

Kingdom. Kingdom. This happened in the Year 1470 ; and, in 

the Month oiOSfoher this Year, the Edrl of Warwick 

King Benry VI. releafed King Henry from his Imprifonmentj and he was 

leAored. once more reitored to the Englijh Crown. However, 

^ we find that Writs of Summons went out in King Ed^ 

ward's, Name, dated at Wejlminjler^ Auguji 10, [9 Ed^ 

ward IV.] for a Parliament to meet at York on the 22d 

of September following : But a Stop was put to this 

Meeting by other Writs,' dated September 7, the fame 

Year j and the Reafon of the Prohibition is given in the 

Body of the Inftrument to be, Becaufe the King was 

certainly informed that Rebels, Enemies at home, and 

Foreign Enemies, both from France and Scotland^ had 

entered 

Ic ' This Charles y then Duke of Burgundy, \vas very nearly related to tfie 
Houfe of Lancafier j for Ptilippa, Daughter to Jahn Duke of hancafier^ 
was married to ^obn Ki*)g oiFcrtu^ai, by whom (he had IfoMla, M«tber 
to this Qkarltu 
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entered this Kingdom in a hoftile Manner, and with King Mtnry vi« 
^rmed Force had actually invaded it, ^c* ^ 

Hiftorians ^ inform us, That, after the great Earl of AanoR^ 8. 
tVarwuk had raifed King Henry from a Prifon to a '*'^°' 
Throne, (from whence he was called ne Setter-up and MW^Jimi^ptr. 
Pnller-down of Kings) a Parliament was called to meet 
at Wefiminftefy Nov. 26, 1 470, wherein nothing was 
denied which the prevailing Party thought fit to autho* 
rize: For here King Edward was declared a Traitor to ^^^^^'^^*^^**''* 
his Country, an Ufurper of the Crown, and had all his^^**"* "^* 
Goods confifcated* The like Judgment paffed againft 
his Brother RichardD\x\i^ of Gloucefier^ and all his Ad- [ 335 3 
hererits ; of whom 'John Tiptoft^ Earl of iVorceJler^ 
JLrord. High-Conftable of England^ and Lord-Deputy of 
Ireland^ was beheaded. All th^ Statutes made by King 
Edward were revoked j all the Attainders againft the 
Earls of Oxford^ Pemhrpkey and many others, reverfed ; 
the Crownis of England and France entailed on King 
Henry and his Heirs Male; and, for Want of fuch, unto 
George Duke pf Clarence and his Male IfTue, and he was 
declared immediate Heir to his Father Richard Duke 
of York. Laftly, The Earl of Warwick Was made Pro- 
tector of the Kingdom, and Clarenciy his Son-in-Law, 
joined in Commiilion with him. 

An Hiftorian of fome Eminence ^ is very fmart in his Remarks on thit 
Remarks on the Aft to entail the Crown in the Manner ""'"^ ^'"^'"''*** 
aforefaid; by which, he fays, the Earl of Warwick 
{hewed not only the Extent, but the Infolency, of his 
Greatnefs ; as if, adds he, the Title of the Kingdom 
appertained to them who were neareft in Alliance to 
him, not next in Blood to the Crown. This Author 
goes on and writes, * For, if the Juftice of Lancajier^s 

* Claim had the Preheminence for Want of Iffue in King 

* Henry y why fliould not the Sovereignty fall to the Duke 

* of Somerfet ? Or, if that Line was crooked in refpeft 

* of Baftardy, why not to the Houfe of Portugal^ without 

* any 

i Sluod, cenitudinaliter infbrmamur^ Rek^lUs, Inimict, et Adver^ 

Jarii nofiriy Regnorum Francise et Scotiae, Rtgnum noftrum Angli^e boftilitir 
ingredi et invaitre proponunt, Vi ivmata, ^c, Dugdale*s Summons to 
Parliament, p. 466, 

The Abridgevient of the Records hath given us the Names of the Peers 
fummoncd to this Pailiament. . 

^ Hairs Cbron. Fol. ccxi, Grafton* 9, pt 691 } and Habington in Keniut, 
p. 446. 

1 IJaiirsgton, ut fupra% \ 
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Kngffmrpyh < any dlemifii* defeending from Ji^^it of Gaunt F Or, if" 
^ the Houre of Tori had the better Titte, whjr was Ggorg^ 

< Duke of Clarence thed fet down but fecoUd in the Ea- 
« tail i Or, if the Right was in JV'arwick bimlelf, (for fai& 
^ Power ordered and difordered all) why was the King- 

< dom to defcetid firft of all to the younger Daughter f 

< But prepofterous Ambition never knew how to give aor 

* Account to Reatbn/ 

It would be unp^irdonable alfo to omit the Refle^ons 
of M« Rapin di Thoyras^ on the Condud of this Parlia^ 
noent; fince this, and feveral more fiich, we have quoted 
from that Author, evidently fliew that he Was 00' Friend 
to Parliaaientary Proceedings* He writes, < That the 

* contrarv Refolutions of Parliaments, in rq;ard,to th^ 

< Quarrel between the Hou&s of Tork and Lmcafler^ 
« clearly (hew that thefe AflfembHes aded not with Free- 

* dom, but were fwayed by the Events which happened 

* before their Deliberations. It is lo vain to urg^, there- 

* fore, the Authority of Parliaments in Support of the 

< Rights of either Houfe. Their D<etermmatioris are, 

* properly, of no Force; fince they bad not the Liberty 

< to judge according to their Underftanding, un^e(s it is 

< faid that their Underftanding dire6led them always to 

< Gde with the ftrongeft/ And, upon the Aft to entail 
the Crown, in Default of Heir Male from Henry ^ on the 
Duke of Clarence^ ^c. Our Author goes on and fays, 
^ That here would be a large Field to expatiate on the 
^ unlimited Authority of Parliament, if this Statute had 

* been made with Freedom, and after mature Deltbera- 
^ tion. Butit is eafy to fee the little Freedom there was 

* in this Parliament, if it is confidered that this A6i was 

< only a bare Confirmation of the Earl offTarwici's £n- 

< gagements. Moreover, out of pure Condefcenfionfer 
^ the Earl, or rather by his Dire6)ion, and contrary to 

* the Laws and Cuftoms of the Realm, it was not fcru* 
^ pled to deprive the Daughters of the Houfe oiLancaflgr 

< of a Right enjoyed by the Princefles of the Royal Fa- 

* mily ever fince the Nertnan Conqueft. Thus, adds be^ 

< by a hafty Refolutions was eftablifhed in England a 
« Kind of Salic Law, which the EngUJh had fo much 

* cenfured and derided, when Edward IIL and Philipt 

* de Falois were contending for the Crown of Frame. 

* And, bcfides, this Parliament manifeftly fuppofed 

^Henr/s 
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^ ffenrf9 Loabffitr, and confidered htm anlf as the Sba- IVfig tbmj ru 
* dow of a King, by conftttudng the Duke of Qannci and 
' * the £arl of frarwicijciat Governors <^ the Kingdom.^ 

What we can pick up eMe^ reiatinff t6 the Proceeding^ I 3I7 ] 
of this Parliament^ is from ao old Chronide ">» which 
informs us that it b^n at Wefimu^er at the Time 
aforefaid, and from thence was adjourned to St Ptmtt 
Church, London^ where itcontinued till Cbtifimat: That 
an Alderman of the laid City* called Sh- Thomas Co^^ 
who had been tried for Treafoo, Afm$ 7 Edward I V« 
and acquitted; but, for Mifpriiion, had been imprilbned» 
Severely fined, and otherways ill ufed, now exhibited a 
Bill of Compiatnt, in the Houfe of Commons, againft 
the Lord Rivers and others, who had been the Otcafioa 
of his Troubles. He petitioned the Ho^^e that he might 
be repaid his Lofs and Damaee out of the laid Lord's 
Eflate, to the Value of 22,oooMarks. It is likely, adds 
our Hiflorian, that it would have been granted to hvai^ 
if King Henry* s Affairs had profpered ; for this Sir Tb9^ 
mas Cook was a^ Member of the Houfe of Commons, a 

;ood Speaker, of great Boldnefi and Vivacity of Wit. 

^ut he had better have been quiet, for he ioiaited much 
worfe for it afterwards. 

We have been more^areful to Coiled what Hifloriana 
have left us concerning the Proceedings of this Parlia- 
ment, fince there is not one Word of all this Matter on 
Record. Probably, if thefe Proceedings were entered 
on the Rolls, Edward^ who foon after was rdtored, 
caufed them to bo erazed and abrogated^ Dugdale^ in- 
deed, hath given us the Sumniqhs to this Parliament, the 
Date of which is Jnno 49 Hemy VL [9 & 10 Regis 
Edward IV.] wherein the firfl Writ to the Peers is 
directed to Henrf% mofl dear Coufin, George Duke of 
Clarence^ who had then revolted from his own Familys 
but there is no Mention at all of it in the Records^them* 
felvcs. 

However, this Dream of Regal Power in Henry lafled 
but a fmall Time % for the Fugitive Edward having r ^.g n 
gained fome Aids from his Brother-in-Law^ the Duke 
VoL.n. Z of 

^ Faifam'tCbr^, Fol. 219. 

» The AAs of State which are in F«nf. Artg» make it tppear by their 
0atet» that Htmrf% leualbted Regal Power la£e(} only from about QB, ^ 
to Mdreb 27. Several of which A&s are Uai to be A9at>^Se&9ritet0Per* 
UamtntU J^ymer'a Fad* jSng^ Tom. XI» 
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K^lJhmyyu of Burgundy f and being promifed . more in England f 
landed at Raven/burgy in Tbrijhire. At his firft Arrival 
he Teemed to lay aude his Claim to the Crown, pre* 
tending only to his Rights as Duke of Tor A ; but, having 
Edward tttmu.P^^'^^^ himfelf of that City, and got his Friends about 
him, he'foon threw off that Mafk, and, marching, for- 
ward with a now'-powerful Army, was met and joined 
}>y his Brother the Duke of Clarencij with a very confi- 
derable Reinforcement, 

Edward^ being now ftrong enough to cope with his 

lEnemy the Earl of lyarwick^ marched on dircdly for 

London^ and at his Approach the Citizens opened their 

Gates to him. The Earl of IVarwick was not there, 

but peaceable Htnry fell once more into his Enemies' 

Hands. The Earl, however, was advancing towards 

London with a powerful Arm](, againft whom the war- 

the Battle of ^^^ Edward oppofed himfelf; and at Barnet^ their Ar- 

SdTMet. mies meeting, a dreadful Battle enfued ; where, at firfti 

'Warwick*^ good Fortune iri War gave hi rnT great Hopes 

of a complete ViQory ; but, by a fatal Miftake amongft 

keT^rifoner,*'^^'^ own Men, the Day was changed, and Edward m.% 

and EdwMrd rc-*viftorious, with the Death of the Earl of ff^arwickj and 

*owd, ii^e Marquis of Montacute^ his Brothei-; 10,000 more 

Englijhmen falling, on both Sides, at that Battle. 

. In a few Weeks after this another Battle was fought 

txTr^kfi^y^^ at Tewkflury^ between King Edward and the martial 

Queen Margaret^ where the Heroine was alfo defeated^ 

Ler Son, Prince Edward^ made a Prifoner, and deftroy- 

'ed ; all the Nobility and Gentry with her taken or flain, 

and her whole Army cut to Pieces. This Viflory was 

Htnn^ Death. '^^^ ^^^^^ followed by the Death of the pious Hnirfi 

faid to have been murdered in the Tower by the Hands 

of kichard Duke of Gloucejlery King Edward' % Brother. 

J. T And thus dying, as it were, the like Death as King 

L 339 J 'J^cbardy proves that Scripture Maxim true. That GU 

vifits the Sins of the Fathers on the Children^ even unt$ 

the third and fourth Generation, 

The grim fcing of Terrors having thus fatiated him- 
felf witii the Blood of fo many Princes and commo" 
Men, a While laid down his deadly Scythe, and Eng' 
' A2;7if enjoyed a profound State of Tranquillity. ^^}^^ 
was not till the Year 1472, and the 12th of this Kiflg> 
that we meet with any more Parliaments j when WntJ 
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ef Samrtions were liffticd out, dated at Wiftminjier the^. Edward ly^ 

?th Day of Auguftt for a Parliament to meet at the fame 
lace on the 6th of O<?0^fr following. A Lift of the 
Peers, at the Eiid of the late deftrufiive Civil War, 
may not be improper in this Place ^* 

The King to his moji diar Brother George tyuke of 
Clarence, ^c. 



Richard Duke of Glou- 

cejler^ 
John Duke of Norfhlk^ 
John Duke of Suffolk^ 
William Earl cf ArundeU^ 
Henry Earl of EJfex^ 
Edmund Earl of Kent^ 
Ralph Earl of Weftmore* 
. landy 
Henry Earl of Northumber» 

landy 
jfnthony £arl RyverSy 

f'ohn Earl of Shrev/Jburjy 
ohn Earl of Wiltjhire^ 
Ralph Lord Greyjiock^ 
Thomas Lord Scrope^ of 

Majhamj 
John Lord Beauchamp^ ' 
johnluoiA Audley^ 
Edward Nevile^ Lord Ber^ 
, gavenf^f 
Reginald Lord Grey^ of 

John Lord Strange^ 
Heiiry Lord Gr^>, 



7tf An Lord Howardi Tli6 State of the 

fr alter Devereux^ Ld. ivr - tion. 

rers^ 
Richard Lord 5rr«^/, of C 34<> 3 

Bolton^ 
Ralph Boteler^ Lord 5«ri- 

/py, 
Thomas Lord Lundey^ 
Thomas Lord Stanley^ 
Richard FenySj Lord D<j- 

7ffA« Broke^ Lord Cobham^ 
ff^alttr Blount y Ld. Mount^^ 

joyy 
William Lord Stourton^ 
John Bourghchier^ Lord 

Bernersj 
Fulk , Bourghchier^ Lord 

JFiiz'ff^aryn, 
John Sutton^ Lord i)«i* * 

William Lord Hajiings^ 
William Lord Berkeley^ 
John Lord Dynham^ 



Ten Judges by Name are alfo fummoned« 

This Parli^iment being aiTembled, as aforefaid, be-AnnoRe^iit*^ 
fore the King in the Painted Chamber at Wejlminfter^ Ml*' 

Z 2 i\iQ At fTefiminflerg 

c We find, in the Ptf^/iV idEffi, that Edward affesibkd at many of the 
liords Spiritual and Temporal as were in or near London, in the PavUa- 
ment Chamber at Wtjiininfler^ July 3^ Anno 1471.' At this Meeting a 
formal Oath was propofed to diem, to iWear Feftltjrto His Son Prihce Ed» 
vfard, as his Heir Apparent ; which was taken and fubfcribed by the two 
Archbidiops, eight BiAops, and all the Temporal Lords and Knightl there 
preienr. fad^Ang, Tom. XI. p. 714* 
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K. Eimmri mtbe Biftop oT Rickjhr^, {R$hri BilMp ^ BM ttrf 

^#ilr, then Chancellor, being abfisnt by Sickneb) 

opened ^e Caufe of dieir Meeting $ after which U 

dveded the Commonr, as ufcial, to dide and pitfait 

WftuAM Al'^^^^ Speaker i and frilUam jtUimgim, Eii|; was dio- 

tiNOTov, Eiqsfen, prcfented, and accepted by the Ki^g for that Pur- 

cboiSBn Speaker* pofe. 

The firft Thing we find that the Commons went up- 
on wa9 the Supply ; and 13,000 Arehers were voted, 
to ferve the Kjmg at their Coftst for one Year ; the 
fame to be levied accordina; to the Propor ti o n of s 
Tenth Part oot of all Lan£ and Tenements. The 
Lords Sptrftiud.and Temporal did al<b tax thcmfeheS} 
Afiofilartet ^7 ^^J ^^ Grant unto the King, towards farniihing 
ef Tm» the Forces aferefaid, the tenth Part of one whole Year's 

Revenue of all and iingular thtir Lands and FofleSons. 
Tlie Commons then, by a long Proteftation delivsr- 
cd to the King and Ix>rds, required thaC the Sututes 
made againft Kiots, Maintenancies, Oppreffions, and 
for regulating Labour^, may be executed. And the 
ihme Day, vi%. Ncvemier 30, the Btlhop <rf Rt- 
$biftir^ by the Kine*s Command, returned Thanks to 
the Commons for thehr Graiit, and prorogued the Par- 
t 341 ] liament from the fame Day to the 8tb of nbrmary next 
anfiiing, at Wiftmnfter. 
MMotiri createi At this Seffion the King's Letlfra Patent for creatiog 
his eldeft Son Eduiorjj his firft begotten Son, Prince of /fVes and 
Mnf«oflfWrf,Earl of Chi/firy were confirmed by ParKameat; like- 
^'* wife the King's Letters Patent for granting and deliver- 

ing to the young Prince the Hereditaments and other 
Appnrtenances l^Slonging to the faid Principality and to 
the Duchy of Cdmumlly were, by the fame Authority, 
confirmed. This Prince was then aboot two Years 
old, the Queen having been delivered of biro, in the 
Sanduary at Wtftminfiity whilft the King was an Exile. 
Next follow feveral Ads of Mercy 10 reverfing tlie 
Attainders of diiws Perfons, amongft whom Sir Htmj 
TiTMy Kniehty as he is there fliled. Son and Heir to 
Htmry late £arl of thtthwnihertand % was reAored la 
Blood to the iaid £arIdom, and to all fuch Heredita- 
ments aa came into the King's Hands, ^£4^^^ 2, ^^asf 
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A. Edward IV. and the Attaiiider made agaiuft A^ fiud^ Edwdrd IV. 
£arl. Anno i Edward IV » was made void* TheRea«>. 
der may obferve that thia Earl was fummooed to ttus 
very PariiameDt. 

Kalph Nivile, Son and Heir to ydn late Lord NiviU^ 
Str Htnry Roos^ Knight^ late Loni Roos^ oiHamlah * ; 
and feveral more there named, have their Attainders ro* 
verfed, and are reftored to their Honours and Pofleffion^i 

We find that this Seflipn continued till the 8th Day AanoRegai 13; 
of Aprils Anno 13 Edward Vf. whea the Commons '^^^* 
granted the King one Tenth and one Fifteenth, refes- 
ving out of it 6000 /• to be diftributed to certain de- 
cayed Towns. And it was ordained that the Moim 
arifing from the Tenths gjven by the Lord^ in the &rft A 6ttbSd)r. 
Seffion of this Parliament, be paid into the Hands of 
the Treafurer of England* Alfo, in Conlideration of 
23«oco /• due by the King to the Mayor and Mejcchaats 
of the Staple at Calais^ the Kii^, by a long ASty granted r « . 2 1 
to them a Fifteenth,, in like Manner as in the ParUameot ^ ^^ ^ 
of the 7th of Edward IV. 

An Hiftorian writes^. « That, for Relief of the King^ 

* great Neceffity, a full Subiidy vf%% granted, ffor aU 

* his mighty Fortunes ferved onl^ to reward the Multi^ 
^ tude of bis Adherents) and^ m Recompence of the 

* Subfidyi he granted them a general Pardon, And 
^ indeed by that he liberally repaid them i ioi^ by the 

* late Civil Wars, the Lapie into Trealba was fo uni- 

* verfal, that fcarce any Eftate could be fafe, if Licence 
^ was given to Informers, the Cormorants of a Com* 

< monwealth, who fwallow much, but never grotiir Al ; 

< and leaft of all advance what they moft pretood, the 
•King's Benefit f* 

Several more Perfons, by Name, are now reftored in 
Blood to their Lands and rofleffions, forfeited by At* 
tainders ; amongft whom the principal was Sir tium^ 
pbrey Dacres^ Son of Thomas Dacns^ and Brother to 
Ralph late Ix)rd Daans^ ilain at the Battle of Towfn S 

2 3 wJio 

f Sir ^kn HahJMgt&m in KtMmt^ ^. ^^ 

S He w«» bitfie4 In Satnoti Chuich-Tw^ wMe a€mt^Stttfie Wts 
}aid over him with this Infcriptioa 1 

Hie jaat lUnulphttt Dminus de Da|(rt it — -^ Aif/rt, tt cceijus efat in 
fillo, PriiMpt Henrico Sexto, Amc Dom. MjCCCCLXI. julx Dit Mertii, 
jvidilica^ Dnmmca Die PalnMruQi, Cuius ^mmgf protitietur Dim, jbotrn 
Pnilt'f Aa^vlte sf Vstfe^ FW, UoAii», 17361 hW^ 
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K. Eihvard IV. ^ha was Son and Heir to the aforefaid Thomas ; and all 
the fcveral Attainders againft the faid Ralph and Hufj^- 
^6rr^ were made -void. And, ' 

The ParliaRent 0|i the 8th I>ay pf Jprii aforefaid, the Chancellor, 
•gain prorogued, after giving Thanks to the Commons for the SuU- 
^ fidy, by the King's Command, prorbgaed the Parlia- 
ment to the 6th o^O^obir following: But, before thev 
parted, it was agreed and ordained, ^ That the King, 

* on any urgent Occafipn which required their Attend- 

* ance, might call and re-aflTemble the faid Parliament!, 
f ^^ * giving only, by Proclamation, twenty Days Notice.' 
L 343 J In the fiirft Seffion of this Parliament a Nobleman, 

Si^il'X' ' *^*''^^ ^^^^' ^^ ^ruges^ a Nethirlander^ Lord of Gru- 
created EayPof thufe^ and Princc of Stiinhufe^ came over into England^ 
Winchejitr. and was received by the King with ajl Demonftrations 
pf Friend(hip; and, on the 13th oXOdibh^r^ in the Houfe 
of Lords, was created Earlpf Winchejler\ receiving, 
with the Title, the antiept Arms of Rvger de ^incjy 
formerly Ear! of the fame Place, with an Addition of 
the Arms of England jn a Canton. The Reafon of this 
fo eiftraprdinary a Favour conferred upon a Stranger, 
fays an Hiftorian, was the great Refpef): this Nobleman 
fhewed to Edward^ when be was forced to fly his 
Country by the prevailing Power of the Earl of ff^ar- 
wkky and feek Protcfiion from the Duke of Burgundy. 
This Nobteitian, bping of that Country, did his utmoft 
to comfort the King, then diftraftcd by his many Af- 
fliaipns^. 
A tliirdSdnoo. At the Time appointed, viz, O^. 6; this Parliament 
met again, and continued the Sitting, from Day to Day^ 
to the iyh,of-Dec^mber following; during which Time 
fome more Attainders were reyerfed, and a Suit, or Con- 
tention at Law, was t^rpiqated betweeji the King witb 
the Engli/h Merchants of one Side, and the Merchants 
of the Ha:n5 Towns in Germany^ or the StiBiards^ on the 
Other Party 5 and a free Intercourfe between thefe Coun- 
Cries and A^erchants was fettled for ever. The King| 
'alfo confirmed to the faid.fofeign Merchants, of the Stil- 
liards^ their old Liberties granted to all foreign Mer- 
4:bants of ev^ry Ccnrntry by Name, by King Edward L 
but afterwards particularly to thefe Merchants of the 
Stilliards^ \>y Kmg Edward IL wherein is tp be noted 
' the 
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the Cuftoms they were then rated at, and the King's K.-Biwtfrrfxr. 
Grant not to raife the fame \ all which was confirmed 
by* this Parliament *• 

^ A new A61 of Refumption was alfo made, whereby [ 344 ] 
the King took into his Hiands all the Hereditaments of ^ . 

the Crown, with the Dudhies of Lancajier and l^^^^j Rc^^mptioo. 
from the Feaft of St. Thomas^ in the Year 1473, andf 
of which the King was feized March 4, Anno Regni x^ 
or what came into the King's Hands fince, by Attainder 
or otherwife; and a fpecial Commiilion was given to 
the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancajier^ for afluringj 
the Payment of certain of the King's Debts grantpd out 
of the faid Duchy under the Seal of that Office. In thi^| 
is a Number of Provifions, particularly one, that the 
iame ihauld not prejudice the Corporation, Union, andj 
Annexation of the Duchy of Lancafter and County Pala-' 
tine, nor the Officers nor Tenants of thofe DiftriSs. 
Several Provifions were alfo made to particular People,' 
by Name, in this Commiffion ; amongft which, fays' 
the Abridf er, we muft not forget one Provifion for Mo- 
ther Cohh^ Midwife to Elizabeth^ the King's beft-belovccf 
Wife, and Queen of England. 

On the 13th of December the Bifliop of Durham^ then 
Chancellor of England^ in the Preferice of the Kin^^ 
Lords, and Commons, after giving Thanks, on the T • 
King's Behalf and by his Command, to the Three 
Eftates, prorogued this Parliament, once more, to the 
saofh of January next coming, at Wefttninfier. 

We learn that this. Parliament again aflembled on the The Parliament 
Day aforefaid, and continued to fit till the firft of /V-mcct after a third 
hruary, when the faid BiOiop of Durham, as Chancellor^f;;.^^!;;'^^^^^^^^ 
called the Commons before the King, arid told them^roguc<U 

* That they were then afiembled to confult which Way 

* thfe King might proceed in the W^rs; but becaufe his 

* Majefty had yet heard nothing from his Brother the 

* Duke of Burgundy^ relating to that.AflFair, wherepn 

* much depended, it was the King's Command that this 

* Parliament (hould be prorogued from the faid Pay to C 345' ] 

* the 9th Day of May next enfuing/ 

At the Time appointed by the laft Prorogation this Anno Regni 14; 
fame Parli^m^nt met again at Wejiminjier \ and now, i474' 

Oy * . WeBmifiRtr 
> This In/lrument, pf a very great Length, is printed in the 2uhlic A^Sf ^ ^^* 

Tom, XI. p. 793>^^* 
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lU Edward iv.by the cotDtnon Confent^. tbe King granted to his Sm>% 
Grintt in this *®^ Giorgi Duke of Clarenci^ and ^^// his Wife, and 
Pariramentto^eto his Other Brother Richard Duke of Gkucefter^ and 
T>}x\ut^o{aarmce Jntti bis Wife, Daughter and Heir to Ri€h4urd NiwU^ 
indG/o»«/fcr,theijjfg Earl of Warwick, and Daughters and Hfirs Appa* 
K.flg •Brother.. ^^^^^^^^^^ Countcfs of Wavwici^ « That they fliaU 

< enjoy to theoiy and the Heirs of their faid Wives, al^ 
^ the Hereditaments belonging to the faid Annty in fiidi 

< Ways as if the (aid 4nne was naturally dead ; and that 

< their faid Wives ihould be of Blood to the (aid Anm^ 

< and enjoy all Benefits accordingly, Ihe being for eve^ 
^ barred from claiming the fameX Alfo that both tb« 

* faid pukes, and likewife their Wives and the Heirs of 
^ both, may make Partition of the Premiilbs to ftand 
« good in Law; and that the (aid Dukes, or eitbv of 
\ uiem, over-living his Wife, ihall, during his Life, en« 

< joy her Property : That all Alienations, Diicontinii«> 

* ances, Chan^esi and Incumbrances, fufiered by either 

< of the faid Dukes or their Wives, to debar the other 

< of tbe faid Purparties, (ball be utterly void. More- 
^ over, that if the faid Duke of GUw$Jler be at any Time 

< hereafter divorced from the faid Ame his Wife, an4 

* fufier any facfa Incumbrance as above, that it fliall be 

< void. And further, that if the faid Duke Rnbardf 
r }|^ ] < upon fuch Divorce, doth his uttermoft to be reconciled, 

< during his Wife's Life, that then, after the Death of 
f bis faid Wife, he fhall enjoy her Purparty.' 

The £ffe£l of the Grant made to the Mayor and 
Company of the Staple of Calais^ Anna 13 Edward IV, 
was m a Manner recited ; and it was further ena^ed, 

* That the (aid Mayor, during the Term there men- 
' tioned^ ihall pay looo Marks for tbe Fees and Rewarda 

* of the King's Judges, Serjeants, and Attorneys/ 

This SeiSon only continued to the 28th Day of 
idaj ; when the Bilhop of l^incBln ^ as Chancellor, 

in 

k Tliit IMj was jtMnt, the Patvshter and Heir of Richard ButicBamff 
JBarl ef ff^arwiek, and married to Richard NtviU, eldeft Son to the Earl of 



Balijhtnt who had tb« Tide^f Earl of Wmrufifk given him by Pacent of 
Mutrf VI, in the Right of bis Wi|e. She had only two Daaghtttt (pjr tfa« 
ftid £i|rl> Jfukel and Anni\ the firft was married to Gtorgt Duke ol CAr* 



. rmctf aiid the other io Edward Prince of M^a/a, Son to Uemy VL ai\d^ 
aftes his Death* to hi$ Murderer, Richard Duke of Cloucefier $ who, as U 
U&A9 dtfpatched her alfo by Poiibn^ to make Way for his intended Match 
with his Brother King Edward"* Daughter. DugdaU^t Bartnsge, Vol. U 
ft joy. 
^ I^T<6^IMi E0i(rm, afterwards ti»Qi|«ted to Trrh U N«vit Fafi^ ^ft 
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in dw PrcTeoce of the Kii% andthe Three Eftates^^X^fv^iv; 
prorogued it to the 6th Day of Jun» next enfuing. ^ji^ PviMait 
At which Timet befides reverfiog the Attaioders of a prorogued a 
few more Gentlemen^ and fome other A^ on private ^^""^ '^<<n«» 
Affairs, aSubiidy was erantedby theCommons tothe.. . 

Kingof aTenth and aFiftecnth; aUb5ijii7/. 4^. ^\drJ^^^^ 
as full Payment for the Wages of 13,000 Archers grant* Un. 
cd before ; and» for the railing of this, every County, 
City, and Town was feverally taxed. And, on Juhf i%% 
the aforefaid Chancellor, by the King's Conunand, pro* 
iqgiued the Parliament to the 93d Day of February next 
^nfuii^ at fFiftminftir. 

This Parliament being again allembled on the laidTbeljiiuPaifit* 
Day, which wfas ftiU m the 14th of this King, an Or-«<at«g cti<Ay 
dinance was immediately made by them for the fpeedy ^J iy^"^^ 
levying the Tenth, on all Revenues, granted in the lath 
Year of this Reign. 

An hSt was made this Seilion for appointing Tbdma^ 
Archlrilbop of Canterbury^ and (everai othersj FeoflSeea 
in Truft for fundry Hereditaments in the Duchy olLan^ 
iottiry to the Performance of the King's Laft Will ami 
Teftament, fcf^. 

The Houfe called the StyU-Haufi^ otherwife the StlL 
iiardf in the Parifli of All-Hallows^ in Lond^n^ wan, by 
Authority of Parliament, aifigned to the Merchants olf 
the Ham Towns, and to their SucceiTors, for ever; to« [ 347 } 
gether with other Tenements to the iame belonging, 
yieldi^ yearly to the Mayor of l^^nd^n 70 lj> and fome 
other Out-payment. 

On the Petition of Richard Duke of GhuceJIer^ the 
King would not attaint John NiviUy late Marquis of 
MontacuU^ flain in the Battle near Barnet\h\xt^ by Au« 
thority of Parliament, he gave to the faid Duke, and to 
the Heirs of his Body, lawfully begptten, feveral Ho^ 
Hours, Baronies, Caftles, Manors, and other Heredita* 
ments, which belonged to Richard NiviU^ late £arl of 
If^arwick: And, by the fame Authority, the King gave 
to Geargi Duke of Clarence feveral other Manors, (^€» . 
in Effix^ with the Manfion-Houfe in London called the 
Harbor^ late belonging to the faid farl. Likewife, in 
£xchange for the. Manpr and Weapontake of Cbejkr^ 
feld and Scarf dale ^ in the County oi Derby ^ and the Ma- 
nor 
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K. Edward IV. noT of Buflyy^ in Hertfordjhire^ allotted to Richard Duke 
of Gleucejier 'and Jnne his Wife, the King gave to the 
faid Duke and Aniie^ in Fee, the Manor of Ctfttingham^ 
in the County of Tork^ with the Advowfon of the fame, 
which late belonged to Richard \ztc Duke of Tor^^ the 
King's Father ; together with the Town and Caftle of 
Scardeburghj with the Fee-Farm of the fame, and other 
]L<iberties. 

Several other Manors are mentioned in the Records, 

as granted to the Duke of Clarence^ m Devonjhire^ So-^ 

merfei/hire^ ^c, all which were Parcels of forfeited 

Eftates, which at this Time muft greatly increafe the 

Revenues of the Royal Family, 

ilwMraiis At- ^^^ whole Bufinefs of this laft Seflion of the Parlia- 

tainders^ R«wo- mcnt feems, by the Records, to be taken up with At- 

cations of At- tathders, and revoking Attainders, Grants of forfeited 

tamdert, Grants, £(^3jg5^ isff. the fatal Confequences of Civil Wars; 

'* but it would be too tedious to mention any more of them. 

r 348 ] However, we find that in the Statute-Books are fevtral 

A&s made for the Public Good, in the different Seflions 

of this long Parliament, to which we muft alfo refer 5 

and (hall only obferve. That, before the Diflblution 

AAotbcr Subfidy^'^^'^^^^' the Commons made another Grant to the King 

*of one Tenth and one Fifteenth, with a Third of each 

of them. Which Grant being read, and agreed' to by 

the Lords, the Lord-Chancellor, on the 14th Day of 

March, Anno Regni 15, by the King's Command, rc- 

TWslongParjia-iurncd Thanks to the Two fiftates for their great Di-: 

SBcnt dittolved. jjg^jj^g ^j^^j Labour, and for their honeft and /incere 

Carriage to his Majefty, in many Conceffions made to 

him in this prefent Parliament, and diifolved theoi °*. 

Wcbj^v^ not, in the Courfe of thefe Inquiries, hither- 
to met with a Parliament of fo long a Ekiration ; they 
having fat, with the feveral Prorogations, near two 
Years and a Half; and it feems as if the tlnfteadinef) 
of the Times occafioned it ; during which, the Hiftory 
of Croyland takes Notice that no \tk than three (everal 
Lord-Chancellors prefided. The firft, adds that Au- 
thority, was Robert [Stillington] Biihop of Bath, who 
did nothing' but by the Advice of his Difciplc John 

-lAlcock^ 

a Rot. Pari. 15 Edw* 17. N®. p. 44. 
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{Alcock'] Biftiop of fTorcefler ; the next was Lawrenci^* Edward iv^ 
Boothe] Bifliop of Z)«rA<2^, who tired himfclf with do- 
ing juft nothing at all j and the third was Thomas [^«- 
iheram] Wxttio^ of Lincoln^ who did al^ and brpught , 
cverv Thing to ^ happy Conclulion. 

The aforefaid Authority ", contempoi-ary with thcfc 
Times, goes on ind tells us/* That the King made it 
' hia utpioft Study, in this Parliament, to incite and • « ^ 
animate the Lords and Commons to confent to a War 
with Franci. And that many elegant Speeches, as 
Well on the State of the Nation as on foreign Affairs, 
particularly in regard of the Duke of Burgundy^ were 
made in open Parliament. At laft, every pne agreeing 
with his Majefty's Wiflies, and applauding greatly the 
Royal Propofal, mariy Tenths and Fifteenths were 
granted, fepar^tely, as the Matter required, in the a larfe Sulifidy^ 
Convocation of the Clergy and Aflembly of the Ls^ity^ 
who both interefted tbemfelves in making thefe Con- r - .g -j 
ceffions i befides charging their Hereditary Pofleffions ^ 

and iQimpveable Goods freely with another Tenth to, 
fuftain the Expences of the War. Neither did alt 
thefe Burdens on the People feem fufficient } for a 
new, and yet unheard-of, Impofition was afl^ed, called 
a Benivolence *, whereby every one might give what^„j , ^^^ y^^ 
they would, or rather what they would not. The pofition, called « 
Money, raifed by all thefe Ways and Means, amount- Binivolewce, 
ed to fo vaft a Sum, as, adds the Monk, by Way of^J^'^'^y * 
Prophecy, no doubt the Ijke was never fecn before j Frame^ 
nor, in all Probability, ever will be feen again.' 
HaiU in his Chronicley hath given us the Manner by 
which this i^ew Device of a Benevolence was collected, 
which was begun the Year after the laft Subfidy was 
granted p. * The King, he fays, caufed his Officers to 
bring before him, one after another, the richeft and 
molt fubftantial Citizens, and, to them be explained the 
Caufe, Purpofe, and the Neceffity of the War begun 
with France^ and the Wcaknefs of his Treafury to 
fiarry it on v reqiiiring them by the Love and Regard 

they 

P Wft^ Crcyl. ContintiatiCt p. 557, ^1%, 

o So our Authority j but in the fecond Year of hii Reign he frnt ouC 
Letters, under the Privy Seal, to a/k fuch a Contribution as this, to help 
him to raife Forces againft the Scots coming in with King Henry^ whica 
^as liberally granted. Siowes Chrouitle, j^i6, 

f Haii\ CbrtnicU* Folio ccxsvii^ copied by Craftoitf p. 710. 
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fi^Mdwardlv^ihey owed their natural Prince, outof Gra^tiide/«ii4 
iCindnels to him, that they would give bins freely fomf 
Aid in Money, towards the Maintenance of the War 
and Arnw. What Ibould I f^ more, adds our A^ 
thor i X his Invention had its tSeSt. Some calling to 
Eemembrance the Benefits received from him ; liMne 
with Shame, and fome with Fear» moved and encou* 
ng^d, gave liberally of their Money 1 which couM not 
C H^ ] ^^^* ^^^^ otberways obtained without much Grudging 
and Reludacicy ^/ Our Hiftorian goes on and tells us 
a plea(ant Story, which happened by this Way of gather^ 
ing the Benevolence. * The King had called before him 
SI Widow Gentlewoman, much abounding in Wealch^ 
snd equs^liy ftricken in Years, of wliom he only de^ 
inanded what (be would freely give him towards tht 
Support of his great Charges : By my Troths quoth th« 
old Lady, for the Sake ^f thy lovely Countenance thou 
Jhah have Twenty Pounds. The King, expedling fcarc« 
half that Sum, thanked her,' and gave her a loving Ktis, 
Whether the Flavour of his Breath, adds HaU^ did.fo 
warm her old Heart, or (he efteemed the Kifs of a King 
fo precious a Jewel, (he fwore dire(SUy that he fiiould 
bave twenty Pounds more 5 which (he as willinglf 
paid as offered '/ 

But leaving this new Way of railing Money, (which, 

by all we can find, was only pra<9ifed on the richeft 

^ Citizens of Xdffian, and not carried thro' the. Nation) 

ftSMelfaL* ^^^ ^ ^^^^ *^ ^^"^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ Riches, and how 
they were employed abroad. Edunird embarked with 

his 

^ Fahian writei, that the Mtyor of LmJoh for bit ptit cave 30 /. e«ch 
ef the Aldermen so Marks | tlie Commoneri^ An&ly> gave bini the Wagei 
•f Italf a Msn foe t Year, wkiph aaountMl to 4/. X2 1. 4.4/, Cbnm 
F«U Ma* 

r A Story, (bmewhat applicable to tb)s, aaually happene4a( P^mifiwu^ 
m Torkjbire, in the Year of King Charles the Second's Reftoratioii. It 
was then thought proper, to fupply the prefent Neceilitici of the ICing and 
* atflie» to iend Oficos ahont the Kingdom, to colle& what Moasy mtk 

Ferfon would fredy contribute on that Occalioo j and whMl wstf aUi 
•called a Bt»tvo7tnce, The CoUedors came to the Ffou|5 of an old Lady, 
ef the Name of JVaktfaid, who then lifcdjn the Tovirn afcrefaid, aad ha« 
iring told her their Errand. <' Alas ! Alas \ faid Hte, a poor King indeed* 
** to go a begging the firft Year of his Reign I but ftay, I will beftow foMe- 
** thing on him}** and uUing them out ten brotd Pieces, <« Hetc* fiiyi 
** (he, Uke thofe*** The Officers were going away, very thankful for wha| 
they had got ] ** Hold* iays the old Lady, here are ten naore (o bear th9 
^^ Cbar|es of tlie other ^ aj(d tl^en perhaps iMx^ of them may k(^ biou*^. 
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liis Forces, and landed at Calais^ vehere be was joined K. SdmrdtT^ 
hy Ac Duke c( Burgunify^ who had invited him to this 
War $ but with fo poor a Reinforcement^ that Edward * r ^^g j 
thinking himfelf flighted, and fearing fome Treachery, ^ ^^ * 
liaftily concluded areace with the French ICii^; and the a Peace dspptt 
whole ended in anjntervicw between the two Kings i^LT'^.f^J*^ 
which was performed at Piguigny^ with great Ceremony ff y ^ffitt^ 
and Magnificence. 

But the Nation was no ways pleafed with this Piece 
cf Pageantry ; the Money, which had been fqueezed as 
'tt were out of every one's Purfe, was given and granted 
Tor a quite difierent Purpofe than to be fpent in a pom* 
)pous Parade. A War with Frana^ on the old Quarrelj 
was what ail wifhed for; and it was with great Difficulty 
that Edward prevented 1)is Chief Minifters from being 
called to an Account at his Return, being greatly fu^ 
pelted that they had been touched with French Gold, in 
<mier to advife him to confent to a Peace '• An Hifto** 
rian remarks, ^ Thatfurely there is fome in-born Ma- 

* lice rancoring in the Genius of our Nation againft 
< the French^ £e Saxon Government having once re-^ 

* ceived a final Overthrow from them, in the Conqueft 

* of Duke fyrniam^ or elfe it would be a Wonder why 

* the Englifi were never fparing of their Lives or Trea- 
^ fure, when any War was to be advanced againft the 
^ French \ 

' The King was in his Nature fo liberal to thofe who 
had any ways befriended him, that he foon got quit oJF 
;ili the Treafure that was left after his French Expedition; 
and knowing well the Ficklenefs of the Nation, how ^ 

prone they were to raife Infurredions, and how fond of 
Novelties, he durft not call a Parliament to lay on any TlictCiV«M«* 
new Subfidy j but tbok other very different Ways to xt-^^ "^ "»*«€ 
ftqrc his Treafury. Under the Force of a Statute, which SiS^'a^pX^ 
had been pafled in Parliament, he firft took into his ownmeat« 
Hands all the Revenues of the Crown, to whomfoever 
laliehated, and applied them to defray the Expences of l 3?^ J 
the State. Next he fix'd, in every Part of the Kingdom» 
. CoUedors of the Cuiloms, Men well qualified for their 

Offices^ 

« Pbiltp ie €mminei exprefly fays. That they were all at that Time Pcii-^ 
fiontn to France ; aad tkat the King of EttglatHriotk more Credit, amoogft 
hi? owa Subje^s, by this Peace, than he had gained HoAOur by the ixine fot* 
jjier ViAories he had won. tivre lY. <^, lu . 

t Habington in Kenne^^ p. 46x« 
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K» Edward iv. Offices, and who were hard enough oa the'Merchatitir* 
' hfc loaded many Ships ' of Bfurden . with the fineft 
Woblls, Cloth, Tin, and other Commodities of the 
Kingdom $ and, like a meer Merchant, traded to Italy and 
Greece with them, and had, in Exchange, the Produ& 
of thofe Countries. The vacant fiifliopricks which had 
fallen into his Hands, and which, by Magna Charta, be 
' could not make Sale of, he granted no Reftitution of the 
Temporalities under a fixed Price. The Regifters and 
Rolls of Chancery Were ftriflly fearehed, and whofoever 
he found had entered upon their Eftates Without due 
Forrti of Law, he made them pay large Fines for their 
' Titles. Thefe, and fuch-like Kinds of Shares, which a 

cunning Fowler could poffiblv invent, he put in Prac- 
tice : Add to this, the 1 0,000/. a-year,by Treaty, from 
France^ with the Tenths of all Church- Livings, froni 
the Payment of which no Bi(hop or Clergyman could 
get excufed, In a few Years filled the King's Coffers^ 
and made hihi one of the richeft Princes of that Age : 
Jnfomuch, adds our Authority, that, for V^flels of Gqld 
and Silver; for Tapeftry, for precious Ornaments^ 
llobes, ^nd Veflments ;for building of Caftles, Colleges^ 
and other famous Places, none of his Anceftors coi^d 
be compared to him ^. 

By thefe Means, we rhay fiippofe, the JClng fubfiftcd 

himielf, and difcharged the neceflary Expences of the 

Stiate, without laying any general Tax on his Subje^s, 

or having Occafion to call a Parliament for fome Time; 

for it was not till near three Years after the laft ParJia- 

ment was diiTolved that we meet with any Account of 

another ; but no Writs of Summons are given to it either 

in Dugdale or the Abridgement. The laft Authority, 

' C 3S3 3 however, mentions the Proceedings of a Parliament held 

at Wefiminfier on the i6th Day of January y in the jyth 

of King Edward IV. and our Statute- Books, by a Rc- 

• * cital of feveral Afts there made, confirm it. 

AftDoRetn' ^^ ^^^ Time appointed the Parliament met at Wejl" 

i^yy^ ' tninjler ; when Thomas Rotheram, Biihop of Lincoln^ in 

; the Prefence of the King, Lords, and Commons, in the 

AtfFeftminfifr, pointed Chamber, declared the Caufe of the Summons 

tinder this Text, Dominus regit me^ et nihil mihi deeritm 

Upon which he largely treated * of the Obedience which 

« Subjcfts 

11 Hifi, Crojh CmU p. 559. 
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.♦ Sulsjeds owe to their Princes ; and (hewed, by many *♦ •S^'W'^IV* 
> Examples out of the Old.and New Teftament, what 

* grievous Plagues had happened to the Rebellious and 
^ Dlfobedient } particularizing that Saying of St. PduU 

* Nonjine Caufa Rex Gladium pdrtaU He added. That 
/ the Majefty of the King was upheld by the Hand and 

< Counfel of God, by which he was advanced to the 

* Throne of his Anceftors/ And concluded with ob- 
ferving, * That, under the Perfon of the King, with the / 

* Perfons of the Biihops and Lords, and under thofe of 

* the Commons, Si Dominus tds erexerit^ nihil eos deer it ^ 
^fed Loco Pafcua ilhs colkcabit* Then he direfled the 
Commons to chufe their Speaker amongff themielvea, wihiam At- 
as.ufual, and prefent him to the King; who, next Day, lzngton, ET^ 
prefented IViUiam Mlington^ £fq; for that Office, and he »ga'n chofcn 
was allowed accordingly. ^ ^'^ 

The firft Thing we find is a Creation exemplified of 
Richard the King's fecond Son, beinsr thereby made The King's ifc- 
Duke of York ml Norfolk^ Earl-lVIarftial of ^«^&«^i Sl^te^ r^"* 
and Earl of Warren and Nottingham. Likewife that the ^c. * 

King had appointed bis faid Son to marry with Anne,^ 
the Daughter and Heir to John late Duke of Norfolk^ 
the faid Anne being then but fix Year^ of Age, and the 
Prince about the fame. On this Declaration an hSt 
was made. That if »the faid Anne ihould happen to die - ^ 
before fhe had Iflue by the faid Duke of Tork^ that *• '54 J 
then the faid Duke (hould enjoy, during his Life, feveral 
Saronies, Honours, Caftles, Manors, Knights Fees, 
and other Hereditaments by Name, in IValeSy Suffix^ 
and other Countries, Parcel of the Inheritance of the 
faid Anne* A Confirmation of the Jointure, rated by 
Particulars, to Elizabeth Duchefs of Norfolk^ late Wife 
to John Duke of Norfolk ; all which rremiffes, with 
all other Reverfions of the faid Duke^ were granted and' 
confirmed by Parliament to the faid Duke o? Tork^ du- 
ring his Life; in which are included fome Provifions for 
the Lord Howard^ the Lord BerkeUyy and others. 

The Exchange of the Caftle and Manor of Elvel, in 
JFaleSy belonging to Richard Duke of Gloucefter and 
Anne his Wife, for the King's Caftle and Manor of 
tVigmorey in the fame Country, ^c. was confirmed by 
Parliament % as alfo fome other Privileges were granted 
to the faid Duke« 

Anil 
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X. Ummri m And whereas the King hati created Gwge NevUe^ the 
JMfr Ditke of Son oXJohn Nevili^ late Marquis of Mtmiacuie^ Duke ct 
^<4M*t THk BiJford'^ the King» b^ Authority of Parliament, rerc^Ledi 
m«fce«» ^^ f^- J Creation, and all other Titles and Honoorf, 

as welt from the faid Giorge as from the faid y^^js ^» 

It is neceflary to expatiate a titde upon this cxtraordi* 
nary A£l of Revocatbn. JAn NiviU^ fecond Son to 
Richard Earl of Salifiurj^ and Brother to the fiunous 
'Earl iX Warwick^ for his good Services to the Houfe of 
Tark^ had been created Marquis of i/Mtftfrsr//, or Moan-^ 
tagui^ by Kin^ Edward IV. and had (evera! larg^ and 
Itch Manors gtven him* Hiflorians are far from be- 
ing clear in the Chara^r of this Kobleman ; it b laid 
that when his Brother the Earl iAH^armck deferted the 
Intereft of the Duke of T9fk^ be did the &me, and rai* 
led Forces in the North, and that, by both, Edwardvf^ 
driven out of the Kingdom. In the rarliament called on 
r 2^^ 1 ^e Reftoration of Htnry VL the (ame Authorities aflure 
. ^ *^ •* us, that the Marquis came to it, and, with many Words, 
endeavoured to excufe bis having formerly aded for 
Kuig Edward \ urging, that it was really the Fear of 
Death only that obliged him to it ; on which he ob- 
tained his Pardon, and was put upon the lame Footing, 
for Friendfhip, with his Brother. But, adds one, if he 
\ bad ftood firm to Edward he had done Henry lefsHarm 

as an open Enemy, than a treacherous Friend, becauie 
thoie we are aware of feldom greatly hurt us '. For, 
withm a (hort Time after. King Edward returning, this 

2^ohn privately held a Correfpondence with him; and 
cing then with a large Army at Pwtfretiy he fufired 
Edwardlo pafs by him without Mole(»tion. That after- 
wards he outwardly made a Shew of joining with his 
Brother the Earl of ff^arwici^ and the reft of the Laa^ 
c^rtans^ at Barrnt^ but that he privately got on King 
Edward's Livery, in order to tak« his Fart ; which be* 
ing difcerned by fome of his Mother's Servants, diey 
forthwith fell upon btm and killed him^". Thefe M 
Particulars are only mentioned by Dugdale^ who quotes 

Ldand's 

w This Cafe is cited Vy Mr. Pjm in the Trial of thtDuke of Mack' 
ingham^ Aiiiio % C^. I. See tsrUtmmutrf ^Mry% V«L Vil. p. 127. 

X P9rrofi is cum Sdwardo ftttijk, IMi^frocul mimts Mf/bs ftum /»- 
€9fu$ Amicttt Utfjfet % auamam qnm cmftmtit mro hattdve gr4tviitr nKtni*'^ 
Pol, Verg. jp. 5fti. 

r Dvgdaliz BariMgt, Vol, J* p. 30S1 fromlrr^/f. 
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LelanJts CoIleSfama for his Authority ; but, if this had^» MdwardlY* 
been true, his Son George^ without the higheft Ingrati'^ 
tude, had never AiiFered as above : For we are told that, 
by his Father's Attainder at this Time, hq was deprived 
.of fuficient Livelihood ; and, lofing all his own Ho- 
nours and Titles alfo, he retired . to Sheriff- Hutt on 
Caftlc, in TorkJbire\ where, Ann$ 1483, i Edward V< 
he died. - 

The Earl's other Brother, George Nevikj Archbifhop 
of Tork^ famous for his extraordinary Inftallation^ 
Feaft, lived fome Time quietly under EdwareCs Go- 
vernment : ' But the King, growing jealous of him, a,t p ^ . 
laft feized on his Peribn and £ffe<^8 by a Stratagem, and ^ ^^ J 
lent him Prifoner to the Caftle of Gut/neSj where he . 

foon after died. Thus the Crime of double Perfidy was 
amply revenged by the Deftru£lion of this whole Noble 
Family. — ^But to return to our Parliamentary Pro-< 
ceedin^s. 

To foften the Rigour of the laft Sentence, we find 
that fome others, wno had been attainted, were par** 
doned, and had their Eftates reftored to theHi. The 
Principal of which was Sir Thomas Vere^ Knt. Brother 
to John late Earl of Oxfcrd^ which Family had been 
flrongly attached to the Houfe of Lancafter^ for, even 
after the Battle of Tewkjbury^ the faid Earl and his Bro- 
thers retired to St. MichaePs Mounts in Cornwall^ anil 
held it out againft King Edward for fome Months. The 
Earl himfelf, however, fufFered fevercly; for though he 
was pardoned as to his Life, in the Parliament of the 
1 2th of this King, yet he was made a clofe Prifoner in 
the Caftle of Gutfnes^ and continued fo to the laft Year 
of Richard III. In all which Time his Lady was never 
fufFered to come to him, nor had any Thing allowed 
Hot her Maintenance; but lived uppn the Charity oi 
well-difpofed People, and by what fhe could ciirn with 
her Needle, or other feminine Employments *^. 

We muft not omit another Remark, viz. That the 
Proceis and Judgment againft another Lady, called, in 
the Record^ Ankerette Twiniho^ for poifoning Ifahel late 
Wife to George Duke oi Clarence^ and for which theiaid 
Lady had fuffered Death at Warwick the Year before^ 
were utterly repealed by this Parliament. Probably, it 

Vol. II, A a * being * 

c Fabian % Chronicle f Fol(.ccxxi* 
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K. Edward IV.jjcing found a wrong Accufation, this was to make fott« 
Amends to her Family ; the feizing upon her Peribn^ 
Trial, Judgment, and Death, being proved, in the Re* 
iord^ to have all been done by the Inftigation of the 
Duke of Clarence. 

On the Petitions of the Commons fome ufeful Ad9 

[ 357 ] ^^'^^ made this Parliament $ as, ^ That all Irtjh Money 

^ ihould be prohibited in this Kingdom : That it Ihould 

* be Felony to carry out of England or fVaUs any Coin 
Several ureful * of this Realm, or any Plate, Bullion, Jewels of Gold 
Aftj palled. < ^^ Silver, without the King's Licence, t^c. Aa Aft 

** againft unlawful Games, fuch as are there call'd Kloffi^ 

* JJalf'Bowly Rayles^ Hand-in- Hand ^ or ^echboard^ 

* on rain of two Years Imprifonment, and Forfeiture of 

* 4.0 /• and whofoever (bouid fuiFer any other Perfon ta 
^ play at fuch Games in his Houfe,' or dther Place, fhall 

* fuiFer three Years Imprifonment, and forfeit 20/. A 
^ long Adl for regulating Apparel, which had then grown 

* to a very great Extravagance. An Aft was made to 

* repeal a Parliament hoTden Anno 9 Edward IV. for 

* Jnno 48 Henry VI.] with all the Afts therein made, 

* and their Exemplifications **/ Laftly, the Abridge^ 
tnent mentions an A61, to continue only to next Parlia- 
ment, * To oblige all Irtjhmen born, or coming^of Iriftf 

* Parents, who refide in England^ either to repair and 

* remain in Ireland, or elfe to pay yearly a certain Sum, 

* there rated, for the Defence of the fame/ Alfo,^ 
. • That an Ordinance was made for John Jtwill, a Bur- 

* gefs in this Parliament for the City of Exeter, (who 

* had beed condemned in the Exchequer^ on eight feve- 

* ral Informations, at the Suit of John Taylor^ of the 

* fame Town) to have as many Superfedeas as he pleafed, 

* untill his coming to his own Home.' An Pk& of Pri- 
vilege direflly in the Face of the other Courts of Juftice, 
and is fomewhat extraordinary at that Time. 

The Reader may obferve that no Supply was either 
alked or granted this Parliament, fome other Neceffities 
of State requiring this Meeting, aild the King ftill fub-^ 
fifling himfelf on his own Revenues. 

About this Time a Difcord arofe between the King 
r ' r8 1 *"^ ^^^ Brother George, Duke of Clarence, which ended 
^ ^^ -^ in the Deftfu6lion of the latter. 

•It 

4 See before in this Voluine, p. 334, 359, 
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'^ ttw^isohkvvedi hys the lE^ory of Croyland* fthzt^' Edwm-diV^ 
the Duke withdrew himfelfy jyy little and little, from thp 
iLiog's Prefence ; in GoMncij be would fcarce, fpeak a 
Word, nor would he willingly either eat or drink in the 
King's Palace. This Coldi)efs in the Duke was thought a Qdartel be- 
by many to procoed from the general Refumption of tween the King 
Crown Lands, which, a? has been faid, the King had J?^ '^"i! u'^*J 
praaifed ; by which the Duke had loft the noble Urd-cwr* 
(hip of Tutiury, and' feveral other Lands which the 
King had formerly given him. Add to this, that, on 
the Death of GharUs Duke of Burgundy y Mary his only , 
Daughter and Heir, by Margaret^ King EdwarcC^ 
Sifter, was defigned by her Mother to be given to Cla^ 
renciy his own Wife being newly dead; but the King, 
fays our Authority, not willing his ungrateful Brother 
ihould gain fuch a Fortune, impeded the Match fo 
much that it never took Place ; and the young Lady 
was afterwards married to the Emperor of Germany^s 
Son, Maximilian, The Duke's Anger was, by this 
U(age, much more raifed againft the King, and they 
began to regarcl one another with no brotherly Afpedts: 
Befides, Flatterers, and Talc-bearer$^ who always haunt 
the Courts of Princes, by carrying and repeating Stories, 
xnade the Matter ftill worie between them. But the 
Reafon of the Duke's Imprifonment is (aid to be this i 
one John Stacey^ whom our Author calls an Aftrono* 
sner and a great Necromancer, was joined in Confede- 
j^acy with Thomas Burdet^ Efq) one of , the Duke's Ser- 
vants ; and, they were accufed of compailing the De^th 
. of Richard Lord Beauchampy at the Inftigation of his 
Wife, an Adultrefs, by making of Leaden Images, and 
other Things to, that Purpofe. Stacey having pafied a 
fevere Examination on the exerciiirig this damnable Art, 
fays the Monk, confefied many Matters both againft C 359 ] 
himfelf and againft the faid Surdity who was thereupon 
taken up. They Were both tried in Wejiminjier-Hally 
at the Bar of the King^s Bench, moft of the Lords 
Temporal fitting with the Judges, where they werCj^Q^^ ^j^^ j 
fouhd guilty, and condemned to fufFer Death for it.ter*$ Confede-* 
Being drawn to Tyburn^ and permitted to fpea|c what^^^^ executed, 
they pleafed, Siaay faid little ; but Burdet, with great j;;°^^°f^ ^^^'^ 
Boldnefs and maiiy Words, declared his Innocence, and ^ °"^^*^^' 
A a 2 ended 

, < Htfti Croyi, Coat* g. 561, 2» 
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K, Edward l^.ttAeA Kis Dircourfe, adds the Monk, with.thcfe Wor<ls 
ot Sufannay Eece^ fMrior^ cum nihil borum fearim ^. 

The next Day the Uuke of Clarnta came into the 
Cooncil-Chamber, at Wtftminptr^ and brought with 
him a famous Divine, of the Order of Minorets^ who 
Wd taken the Confeffion and D^lar^tion aforefaid, 
and repeated it to the Lords of the Council ; which as 
foon as he had done, the Duke withdrew. The Kii^ 
was at that Time at Winifnr^ and, when he was toM 
^ this Affair, he fell into a vehement Paffion at his Bro- 
ther ; and recolledHng in his Mind all the Informations 
he had received againft him, he ftimmoned him to ap- 
pear before him, on a Day appointed, in th6 Palace at 
Weflminfter^ when the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of 
[ 360 ] London were prefent ; and there the King, ilrilh his 
'own Mouth, accufed the Duke of many Articles, par- 
ticularly the laft- mentioned ; aggravating it vehemently 
againft him, and charging the^uke with ftigmati»ng 
him as a Reprobate to' the Laws of the Land, and that 
his Jud^s atid Juries were equally unjuft. Upon which i 
the Duke was fent Prifoner to the Tower, from which * 
Imprifonment Death only freed htm. 

What followed in the next Parliament, ftill adds our 
former Authority, Mens refugit tnarare ; fince it was 
a melancholy Sight to fee fuch Difcord arife between 
two Perfons fo Aear a-kin in Humanity ; for no one 
charged the Duke but the King, nor no one anfwered 
the King but the Duke. Some, however, were pro- 
duced, of whom it was mucK doubted whether they 

The Duke him- came ^ Accufers of the Duke, or Evidences for him. 

Atm^^f^t^%y^^ Dukeanfwercd all Objcaions to his Condud by a 

cuted, * flat Denial ; offering, if -it might be granted, to defend 

his 
f This Bntdei is the Man whom all our later Hiftorians |nrticularly 
neotion for being executed on a very trivial Accufation. King Edward^ 
in fome Progress that he made, took OccaHon to hunt in this Gentle- 
inan*s Park ; and, amongft feveral Deer that he killed, ihot a tvhite 
Buck, which the Stjuire much valued : And faying that he wilhed the 
Horns of the Buck in that Man*s Belly who advifed the King to kill him, 
this was conftrued as wiihing the Horns in the King*s Belly, and he was 
executed for it. Our contemporary Hiftorians, from whom we have 
quoted, mention nothing of this Buck' Aflfair ; and old Stow€ fays expref- 
ly. That he was accufed of Poifoning, Sorcery, and Inchantment, heinoas 
Crimes in thofe Days to be even fufpe^d of ; for which he was attainted 
by Parliament, drawn to Tyhurn, and there beheaded. This may there- 
fore be looked upon as one of the partial Strokes at the Houfe of Ttrk hy 
the Lancaftrian Writers who fucceeded^ Stove* t Cbr§n» p. 430* 
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his Caufc by Combat ^iif multis immrerf Th^K^WwM^Y- 

Houfe of Lords were of Opinion that the Evidence 

s^ainft the Duke was fu^cient^ and therefore proceeded 

to Condemnation ; the Sentence of which was pro-* 

nounced hj Henry Duke of BMckingbam^ for that Time 

made Lord High-Steward of Engbmd^. ExecutioQ, 

however, was delayed till the Speaker 6f the Houfe of 

Commons and his brethren were qaUed before the othe^ 

Houfe, when a Re-hearing of the whole Matter wa^ 

made before them. The Confequence of ^11 whict\ 

w^s. That the Duke was put to Death, within thei 

Tower of London^ in a few Days ; but what Kind of 

Death he fuffered is unknown, Utinam Finis mali^:. 

This is the honeft Monk's Prayer, at the End of hia [ 361 ] 

Tragic Story. And a fuperftitious Perfpn would be apt 

to believe that he had either forefeen or dreaded fome 

future Mifchief might happen^ as indeed it did, to the 

two Children of this unfortunate.Prince, Edwatd Ear} 

of fFanvicij and Margaret Countefs of Salifiury^ \ both 

born, fays an Hiftorian, under the fame malevolent v 

Conftellatioi) with their Father ; for he loft his Head ia 

Henry the Seventh's Time, and fhe her's, by Command 

of Henry the Eighth *. 

We have chofen to tranflatc all the abovcfs^id Account 
from* the contemporary Hiftory before quoted, as the 
beft Authority we can give of this extraordinary Pro* 
ceeding. Add to this, that all our antient Chronicles 
are exprefs that the Duke was condemned by Parlia? 
ment } and yet there rs not one Word of it, or of any 
Parliament being fummoned at that Time, to be found 
on Record. It is probable that' the great Grief, which 
all agree the King expreiTed afterwards, for fufFering 
bimfelf to be hurried away by Prejudice and Pa£Eioa 
againft his Brother, was the Occaiion that the Procedi 
was tept out of the Records, 

But the particular Writer of this King's Lifeis more 

explicit, and hath jDot only laid the Death of the Duke 

of Clarence to the evil Machinations of his Brother 

Aa 3 G/^«- 

K Sir William Vugdalt fays, That the Dul^e was not attainted in Par- 
Jiainent till after his Death; ^but the Authority afbre-quoted, which - 
, poves to the contrary, is not to be contiadi£led. Dugdaiii Baronage^ 
Vol. II. p. 164. 
Ii Moft Authors agree that he was drowqed in a Batt oi Mulmfey Wine* 
i Biqndi, VqI, II. p. $6, 
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K. Edward TV. GloucifleTf but hath alfo given us the Sum and Sub* 

4^nce of the Bill of Attainder againft him ; which, as 

it lays the Matter fully open, we fhall give in his own 

Words as follows ^ : 

The Form of At* * I" **'* Attainder, according to the Form, are Crimes 

tuader tgaiiift f enough to make his Death have Appearance of Juf- 

*^ • tice ; the Execution of which the King feemed rather 

^ conftrained to, than to have fought. For there are 

- - - * reckoned up, How the Duke of Clarenci^ to bring the 

I 3"^ J c prefent Government into Hatred with the People, and 

* thereby the prefent State into Trouble, had not only 

* in his Speeches frequenvly laid Injufltce to the King's 

* Charge in attainting Tbmas Burdet falfly, convid of 
f many notorious Treafons, but fuborned many of his 
f Servants and divers others, corrupted with Money, 
^ to divulge the like feditious Difcourffcs : That he had 

* fpread abroad impious Rumours, that the King dealt 
^ by Necromancy ; and that, upon OfSsnce againft 

* fuch of his Subjeds, whom by Order of Law he could 

* not deftrpy, he was accuftomed to take them away by 

* Poifon : ^hat he had not refted there, but, thereby 
^ to advance himfelf to the Kingdom, and for ever to 

* difabl9 t^e King and his Pofterity from the Crown, 

* he had, contrary to Truth, Nature, and Religion, 

* Viper-like deftroying her who gave him Life, publifh-^ 
f ed that the King was a Baftard, and no way capable 

* to reign : Thatj to make this his fo monftrous Am-? 

* bition more fuccefsful, and already to begin his Ufur- 

* nation, he had caufed many of the King's Subjeds tq 
^ be fworn upon the moft blefled Sacrament to be true 

* to him and his Heirs,* without any Exception of their 

* Allegiance J after which fo folemn Oaths, he difcover- 

* ed to them his Refolution to right himfelf and hisFol- 
^ lowers, who had both fufFered by the King'« violent 

* wrefting away their Eftates, and in particular to re- 

* ver^ge himfelf upon the King, who (as he moft im- 

* pioufly and falfly fuggefted) had, by Art- Magic, con-, 
^ trived to confume him, as a Candle confumeth in 
^ burning. And, what moft expreffed the Trcafon of 
f his Defigns, that he had got out an Exemplification 

-under 

k Mr. Habington feldom quotct his Authorities ; but this is mod cv* 
tainly taken from KA^Stovft, who fays he had tead the A^tain^^. 
Cbron* j. 430. 
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* under the Great Seal of Henry VI. late King, wherein ^« Edwardiv* 

* was (hewed how, by the Parliament, it was enaded, 

* That, if the faid Henry^ and Edward his Son, Ihould 

* die without liTue Male, the Kingdom (hould defcend 

* upon the Duke o£ Clarence and his Heirs j whereby 

* dearly appeared his Intention immediately to pofTefe E 3^3 J 

* himfelf of the Crown, with Deftru£tion of King Ed* 

* ward ^nd his Children, by Pretence of a general Elec- 

* tion of the Commonwealth. This was the Sum of 

* his Attainder, • which we may well believe had not fo 
^ eafily paiTed but by the King's public declaring himfelf i 

* tTie fecret working of the Duke of Gtoucefter j and the 

* paifionate urging of the Queen's Kindred. But this 

* Attainder hath in it one Thing moft remarkable, that t> l . 

* Clarence here falfly was accufed of laying Baftardy tOg^" on*his*BroI 

* the King, to endeavour Pofleflion of the Crown ; which thcr Richard 

* afterwards was alledged indeed by Richard Dvke Qftiukt of Gl^u^ 
< Gloucejler, to the abfolute Difinherit of the King's ^'t^"^' 

* Sons.' 

It was not till five Years after the Diflblution of the Anno Rcgni i*. 
lad Parliament that we meet with another on Record, '48a. 
which was fummoned by Writs, dat^d at IFeJiminJier^ At fFeftminfien 
November 15, in the 22d and laft Year of this King, 
to meet at the fame Place on the 20th of January fol- 
lowing. The firft Writ to the Peers was direfled 
to his moft dear firft-born Son, Edward Prince of 
Wales J i^c. the next to the King's other Son, Richar^ 
Duke of Torkf and the next to Kichard Duke of Glour 
cejier. 

Being all aflembled on the Day appointed, the Arcb- 
bifbop of York^ Thomas Rotheram^ Lord-Chancellor, 
opened the Seflion by a Speech, not given, on this Sub- 
jeft, Dominus llluminatio mea & Salus mea. After 
which he direfted the Commons to chufe a Speaker 5 |f "."^ej^ j°* 
who, the next Day, prefented John fFood^ Efq; for thatgpcikert 
Office. 

The firft Thing, on Record, which was done in this 
Parliament, is. That the Hbufe of Commons voted a 
Supply ; and, by the Confent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, a Tenth and a Fifteenth, to be levied on " * ^* 
the Laity, was granted, except a Dedu(Jlion of 6000/. 

tQ 

1 ff^c in thq Rwfi* 
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K. E^ard I^-to be beftowed on decayed Towns j alfo a yearly Sub- 
fidy to be levied on all Strangers, as well Denizens as 
r ^5 . ^ . others : And, at the Requeft of the Commons, in Re- 
compence of the above Grant, the King commanded 
that all the Statutes, concerning Weights and Meafures, 
Labourers, Beggars, and Vagabonds, Ihould be pro- 
claimed and duly obferved. 

A yearly Rent, or Annuity, out of the Kins's Cu- 
floms and other Revenues, amounting to the oum of 
1 1,000 /• was fettled, by Parliament, for defraying the 
« ^^£S'^ Houfliold Expence^. 

The reft of the Bufinefs tranfa£led in this Piurliaqient, 
which the Record gives us, was chiefly Gifts, and Ex- 
changes of Manors and other Hereditaments in the 
Duchies of Cornwall and Lancafter^ which would be too . 
tedious to mention ; except that a very large Grant to 
Richard Duke of Gloucejier^- of the Wardenfliip of the 
North Marches, together with the Cafiles, Towns, 
' ^ Lordfhips, Cuftoms, and Fee- Farm of Carlijlfi and 
Newcajlle^ with feveral of the King's Hereditaments, 
belonging to the Duchy of Lancajle'r^ in Cumberland^ 
and feveral Countries and Lands within Scotland^ there 
jnentioned, and fome Royal Prerogatives within the 
fame, to hold the fame of the King, by Knight's Ser- 
vice, was confirmed by Parliament. This extraordi- 
nary Grant, with what has preceded, were but .too 
vngratefully repaid, as will appear in the Sequel. Alfo, 
On fome Grants, Leafes, and Releafes made between 
the King, the Abbot of St. Mary*%y Tork^ aqd the Prior 
of St. John's of yerufalem^ confirmed by this Parliament,, 
lyir^ Prynne^ the Publisher of the Abridgement^ remarks, 

• That in all thefe Grants, as well of the faid Abbot 
^ as the faid Prior, they feveraliy flile the King by thefe 

• very Words, Supremut Dominus wtf/?^r Edwardus ^ar-* 
^ tusj Rex^ At which Time, adds he, if there was 

• any Pope, either his Power here was very, little, or 
^ * elfe not much regarded.* 

\ 365 ] Some A(Sls are alfo in the Statute-Books, n^ade this 
Parliament, ^or the Advantage of the Public, to which' 
we refer ; and ihall only mention one, by which all for- 
A ^umptunT xner Statutes made, toi^ching the Excefs of Apparel, 
• were repealed ; and what Kind of Apparel Temporal 
Men of every Degree and Eftate were allowed to wear;. 

AlfQ^ 
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AHb,-* That none, under the Degree of a Lord, except J^- MdwrdlT*^ 
^ certain Perfons' particularly named, ihall wear anjr 
^ Gown, or Mantle, unlefs it be of fuch a XiCngth that* 
*' a Man ftanding upright, it Ihall cover his Privy Mem-* 

• bers and Buttocks"/ 

But, tho' our Records inform us of no public Affairs 
being tranfafted this Parliament, yet our Hiftorian afore- 
mentioned is not fo filent : That Authority tells us, 

* That Edward's foreign Negotiations w^re driven to a 
very difagfeeable Crifis. He how found out, that Lewis 
the French King had long made his Qame of him ; and, 
at prefent, feemed fe much to depife his Power, that 
he not only withdrew the annual Tribute, but actually 
forbid the Marriage of the Dauphin with the Princefs 
Elizahethj Edwards eldeft Daughter, though they had 
been folemnly contraded : That the $r9/x,.havmg a 
Mind to break the Truce, fifft defpifed the Match that 
^as agreed upon between their King and Cicely ^ another 
Daughter of Edward*s^ and then openly efpoufcd the 
Caufe of France. Other foreign Concerns, relating to 
his Friend the Duke of Aujiria^ gravell'd him ; nor were 

his domeftic Affairs in any profound Degree of Tran- ^j^^ l^. ^^^ 
qutllity. Under thefe Dilemmas, adds our Author, be ly dlftrcfled. * 
. found himfelf necelEtated to call a Parliament, to whom 
he opened the Caufe of his Troubles, and the fraudulent 
Ufage he had met with from the Powers abjove-mentipn-> 
ed, and begged of them to affift him to revenge the t- ^ ^ 
Affront. Neverthelefs he durft not, fays the Monk, I ^oo J 
aflc any Subfidy from the Commons ; but took more 
Freedom with the Clergy, to whom he told his Necef- 
fities in a kind Manner; and they, with as much Be- The Clergy tin^ 
nignity, granted a Tenth, and were fo complaifant to*^ a Ten*, 
him, that whatever the King afked they granted, fiere 
the Monk falls into an Exclamation againft fuch Prac- 
tices ; which, becaufe it is Angular in its Kind, we (ball 
give in his own Words : O fervik^ pernitiofum Exitium • 

Ecclefta ! Avertat Deus^ ab cmnibus Regum fucceden^ - 
tium Animls Fa£ium ejufmodi in uUam trahere Confer 
quentiam ; ne forfan ipfu ea Malay five deteriora^ exca^ 
gitare pojjiniy eveniant^ qua mo x huic Regi^ €sf Jua cla^ 
rijfima Pojieritatiy miferabiliter evenerunt °. 



m Statutes at large, Anno 22 Etii^ard IV. cap. i. 
i) Hifi, Croyl, Ce«l. p. 5O3, 
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K.£d'amydlV0 The Ahridgcr of the Records hath give» us the 
Names of the Peers fummoned to attend a Parliament 
at fVeftminflir^ January the 20th, in the 23d Year of 
this King, wherein the firft Writ is direded to his firfl- 
born Son, Edward Prince of Wales ^ i^c. and the next 
to Richard Duke of Tark ; but thereare no Proceedings 
of fuch a Parliament on Record : It is probable they 
never met, being prevented by the laft S jcknefs and Death 
«rk n. I. # of the King, which happened foon aft6r ; for he died 
fH^%. at his Palace oi Wejiminfter the 9th of ^^ri7. Anno 1483, 
and the 23d Year of his Reign. 

The intcftinc Troubles that were on Foot, in this 
Kingdom, when this Monarch began his Reign, and 
I which <:ontinued, by Intervals, during the greateft Part 
of it, yields but fmall Matter for thefe Parliamentary 
Inquirie$^ And indeed when Edwards, by many Vic- 
tories, had, at length, fubdued all his £nemies, we find 
but very few Parliaments called, in Proportion- to fome 
former Reigns. It is probable that this King had takdn 
fome Difguft againft thefe AfTemblies, by obferving that 
they ever declared on the ftrongeft Side \ a flagrant In- 
ftance of which was, the recogni^sing and fwearing to 
defend two oppofite Titles in lefs than the Space of fix 
Months ®« It is true the Kingdom had been wafted to the 

I, 1 ^^^y Bone§, as it were, by the great Depredations, al- 
^ * ^ ways confequential to Civil Wars; and the Commons left 
in fb poor a Condition that they were little able to grant 
Supplies; which might be another Reafon why this King 
chofe not to opprefs them by Taxes, but to fupport 
himfelf on the Revenues of the Crown, his own pater- 
nal Eftate, Benevolences from the Rich, and the Re- 
turns of Money he muft ncceffarily acquire by Traffick 
in his mercantile Afiairs. In relation to Trade in ge- 
neral, though the Reader may obferve that many good 
A£ts were made in this Reign to encourage it, particu- 
larly the Woollen Manufacftory^ yet moft Authors have 
accufed this King of a \txy falfe otep^ in making a Prcfent 
to his Brother of Spain o\ fome Cotfwold Sheep ; the Breed 
of which has been very detrimental to that laft-named 
natural Branch of Trade ever iince : But an old Hiftorian' 
o Seep. 334, 339, 350, 355. has, 

p J, Stonve, p. 419. A League of Friendihip and Cominerce having 
leen ratiAed between King Edward, Henry Kin^ ofCafti/e, and Johe Kjoc 
of Arragon \ the former, judging it very benefiqal to England, mafleth^ 
li^tter a Prcfent of thefe Sheep^ Ann9 1465, 
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has, in Tome Meafure, cleared him from that Afperfion,' 
by obferving that, long e*er this, Sheep muft have been 
common in Spaitty as is apparent by a Patent, granted 
by King Henry II. Armo I X85, in the 31ft of his Reign, 
to the Weavers of London^ That if any Englijh Cloth 
was found to be mixed with S^tf«;}^ Wooll, the Mayor 
oi London ihould fee it burnt.— —Thus much wc have 
thought proper to fay at the Conclufion of this Reign } 
but ais to the'Virtues and Vices of K-ing Edward IV. in a 
more general Way, wc leave thena as they were ; fince 
it is well knowa that the good and bad Charaders of 
this Prince are fufikiently difcufied by other Hiftorians. 

T^XES during the Rtigns rf King HtttiJ VI. md 
King Edward IV, 

JN the firft Year of Henry VI. the Commons, with [ 368 1 
the Affen!: of the Bifliops and Lords, granted to the ** * " 
ing a Subfidy on Woollen qr Staple Wares, viz. ' 

33J. 4^. on Natives for every Sack of W06II, and for 
every 240/4. of Wooll-fells, 34 x. 4^/. Of Aliens, 
431. 4^. for the fame. Tonnage at 3;. ^nd Pounda^^ 
{It I2i. on Aliens only, fpr two Years to comp. 

In his fecond Year tlje fame Tax was renewed for twa 
Years more. 

In his third Year the former 3ubfidie3 on Woolls were 
granted for three Years longer, and Tonnage and Poun- 
dage for one Year, jipon Condition that foreign Mer-r 
chants (hoijld be ftridUy looked to for their Duties. 

In his fourth Year the fame Subfidy on Woolls, £sfrv 
^ithTonnage and Poundage,was granted for two Years, 
3S in the preceding Parliaments. 

In his fixth Year the Parliament granted a Subfidy of 
35. a Ton for all Wine imported,'and u. in the Pound 
for all Merchandize. Befidcs this, therp was an qncomr 
mon Sort of a Tax granted by this Parliament, in the 
Nature of a P oil-Tax y that all Inhabitants, Houfliolders, 
within every Parifh of the Realm, Cities and Boroughs 
excepted, (0 that there be ten Perfgns keeping Houfe in 
fuch Parilh, (hall pay to the King ts.id, for their Groods 
and Moveables : And over that every Houfl^older inha- 
biting in each Parifli where there are ten of them, and 
>vhofe Churches extend to the Value of ten Marks, (hall 
pay to the King i^x. /^d, Alfo that every Inhabitant, 

Houfl^old?r| 
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Hauflfotder« iritbio the Cities and Borough Towns of 
this Kingdom, the Value of whole Parifli-Church 
amounts to the Sum of aox. per Ann. fhall pay to the 
King a 1. and fo above to the higbeft Value of the faid 
Churches \ faving to thofe Cities and Boroughs their 
Franchifes and Liberties. Alio every Perfon, being in 
Foflfrflion of Freehold Lands to the Value of a whole 
l^night's Fee, fhall pay 6r. %d. and after that Rate to 
tbe toprth Part of a Knight's Fee, to be paid at the Times 
siA:ertaiiied, trufting always that the Lords Spiritual will 
tax themfelves a whole Difme, for the Pefence of the 
King and Realm afcirefaid. No Member of Parliament 
to be either a Commiffioner or CoUedor of this Tax. 

In his eighth Year a Supply was granted of one whole 
Tenth and one Fifteenth, to be kvied on the Laity. 
The C9mmons, at the Special Inftance of the Bifliop of 
Winchifier^ juft then n^de a Cardinal, granted another 
. Tenth and a Fifteenth, to be levied a3 above. They 
^fp gave the King a Grant of Tonnage and Poundage, 
{o continue till tbe next Parliament. 

In the fame Seffion they gave the King the like Sub* 

fidy on Woolls as was granted in former Parliaments, 

[ $((9 ] for two Years. And at the fame Time they confented 

to ihorten the Payment of the laft Tenth and Fifteenth^ 

to relieve the preffing Necei&ties of the State. • 

In his ninth Year the Parliament granted a Supply of 
one Tenth and one Fifteenth, and a Third of both ; they 
alfogaveToxmage and Poundage for two Years, with a 
Subiiay of the like Value on all Merchants Aliens, over 
and above tbp faid Tonnage ^nd Poundage. The Com- 
mons alfo granted to the King %os- from every Layman 
holding a Knight's Fee, and according to that Value un- 
der or over. The fame from the Cfcrgy for all Lands 
purchafed fince the 20th of Edward I. And that all 
other Perfons, having Hereditaments to the Value 'of 
20/. over all Reprizes, not held as above, ihall alfo pay 
20 J, and fo according to that Rate : But this was after-* 
wards ^iven up by the Kine. 

In his tenth Year he had half a Tenth and half a Fif- 
teenth; alfo one Year's Subfidy on Woolls, at five No- 
bles a Sack, and on every %\o WooU-fells-; and tbe 
fame Tonnage and Poundage as in the laft Parliament. 
But he releafed the InCreafe of 6^. In the Pound on 
Merchant Strangers, rr^. 
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The twelfth Year the Parliament granted a Tenth 
iind a Fifteenth) to be levied on the Laitj* They like- 
wife granted the fame Tonnage and Poundage given the 
laft Year, for two Years to come ; as. alfo a Subfidy of , 

53 X. 4 d. on every Saek of Wool! for three Years en- 
ftiing; and, befides this, a Vote ti Credit of lOo^Oob 
Msincs* 
' In his fourteenth Year a very uimfual Subfidy was 
granted, viz. That ^ery Perfon holding any Frank Te- 
nant in Lands, Annuities, Fees, Offices, or Heredita^ 
nients, above the yearly Value of 5/. thould pay 64/1 
for every Pound upon his Oath. From 5/. to 100/. 
yearly, the fame.; from the laft Silm to 400/. per Ann* 
8d. a Pound ; and above that to the higheft Value, 2x. 
for every PouAd. They alfo granted to the Kirtg a full 
Tenth and a Fifteenth on the Laity. A Subfidy alfo oh 
every Sack of Wooll ; 33 x. 4 ^. from Merchants De- 
nizens, and 46 f. 8d. from Aliens ; and fo according to 
that Rate on the other Staple Ware> with Tonnage and [ 370 ) 
Poundage for two Years. 

In his fifteenth Year the Subfidies granted were die 
like Tenth and Fifteenth as in the laft. ' Alfo the fame 
Subfidy on WooHs, with Tonnage and Poundage, l^c^ 
lva& granted for three Years to come. AVoteofCredft 
alfo for 100,000/. 

In his eighteenth Year a Tenth and a Fifteenth, anA 
half a Fifteenth an^l a Tenth, was granted to be levied 
on the Laity, as in his fourth. Year. An Impoft on 
Woolls was atfo granted for three Years ; and that ali 
Aliens, not Denizens, Men or Women, withih the . 
Realm, Ihould pay to the King yearly i6d. (or t^h^ 
being an Houfe-keeper ; being none, 6d. 

In his twentieth Year a Tenth and a Fifteenth ; re- 
fbrving 4000/. out of this Tax for decayed Towns and 
Villager. The fame Subfidy on Woolls, &c. as in the 
laft, for two Years next coming. 

In his twenty-third Ye^r half a Tenth and half a 
.Fifteenth was granted by Parliament. Before this Par- 
liament was diflblved there was alfo granted by it a 
whole Fifteenth and a Tenth, and a Half of each ; re- 
ferving 6000 /. out of the former, and 3000 /. from the 
latter, for the Relief of poor Towns, defoiate, waftedT, 
or deftroyed. Tonnage and Poundage^ as before, was 
ftttled for three Years to come. j 
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Irt his twenty-feventh Year a Grane of half a Tentti 
and half a Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity, pafTei 
both Houfes; iwith a Grant alfo of Tonnage and Poun- 
dage, for five Years to come^ on all Merchants wfaatfo^ 
ever, with an Addition of 3^. more on Aliens, as well of 
the Hans Towns as otherwife. Another Grant was 
aifo made of half a Tenth and half a Fifteenth. Like- 
wife a Poil-TaX wa3 again renewed and granted to the 
King of 16 d. to be taken of every HouSiolder within 
the Realm, not born within the King's Dominions, and 
6d, of every other Perfpn fo born, and no Houfholder ; 
with 6ik Sd. of every Merchant Stranger, and 7,od. q( 
their Clerks. Laftly, the like Subfidy on Woolb was 
granted for. four Years, as before. 

The next Year the following Subfidy was granted, 

viz. That every Perfon having, bv free Deed, Copy, 

Grant of Annuity, or Office, the clear yearly Value of 

f t7i 1 ^0^* ^" Frank Tenement, ihould pay bd. and fo from 

*■ aoi. to 20/. From 20/. to 200/. yearly, i2rf. in the 

Pound : From 200/. and upwards, 2x. for every Pound, 

as well Laity as Clergy ; Guardians of Wards, Men 

having Fees, and all Corporations, to pay accordingly. 

In his twenty-ninth Year he had a Grant of 20,000/. 

out of the Cuitoms of London and Southampton ; and a 

very extraordinary Monopoly was granted, in order to 

laife Money. 

In his 30th and 31ft Years this King had granted him 
one whole Fifteenth and a Tenth ; referving 6ooo/. for 
the Relief of poor Towns, fcfc . Tonnage aitd Poundage 
at 4/. with 2/. on every 20 r. Vallie of Tin, to con- 
tinue dMring Life. A Subfidy on Woolls was alfo 
granted, viz. 431. 4^/. for every Sack, the fame on 240 
Wooll-fells, and for every Laft or 100 Hides, 5 7.*^ on 
Denizens. On Strangers 5/. for Wooll, the fame for 
WooU-fells, and 5/. bs, id. on the Hides. Alfo Alien 
Merchants, refidingin this Kingdom, were taxed at40/. 
a Head per Ann. and if they ftaid but fix Weeks, 20 u 
AH theie to continue for Life. In a fecond SeiSon t|ie 
fanje Year, half a Tenth and a Fifteenth.— —No more 
Taxes in this Reign. 

In the Public A£f$ is a Licence from the King tof one 
yohn Miftelden^ and three of his Servants, to carry on a 
rrocefs in Alchemy for the Tr anfmutation of Metals, or 

to 
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to find out the Philofophcr's Stone. There are no U(s 
than three Licences before, in this Reign, to diiFerent 
People, for this Piece of Folly or Knavery, which was • 

ftill carried on to much greater Lengths in later Reigns. 
This Grant is fpecified, at the End, to be done by the 
King, with the Juihority of Puriiament, which mew9 
the Ignorance and Credulity of that Age <^* 

But, in another Licence granted to John Faucely^ 
y.ohn Kyrkby^ and John Rayny^ about four Years after, 
this Myftery is farther explained in thefe Words : 

Cum antiqui fapientes ^ famojijftmi Philofophij in Uctnet fiwn 
fuis Scriptis & Lihris^ fub Figuris ^ Integumehtisy do* ^*"8 HenryVtd 
tuerint 6f relinquerunt^ esc Vinoy ex Lapidibus pretiofisy ^ fi^^oot'tlT 
ex Oleisy ex Vegetabilibusy ex AnimalibuSy ex Metailhy Philofophcr't 
l^ ex mediis Mineralibus multas Medicines gbriofas fef ^^* 
notabiles confici pojjii V prefer tint quandam pntiojijji* 
mam Medicinam^ quam aliqui Medicorum Philofophorum 
Matrem, vel Imperatricem Medicinarum dixerunt j alii 
Gloriam ineftimabilem eandem nominarunt; aliij vero 
Quintam-Efientiam, oHis Lapidem Philofophorum f5f 
Elixir Vitae noncupaveruni ; cujus Medicine Virtus tarn 
wfficax £9* admirabilis exijlerety quod per 4am quacunque 
infirmitates curahiles curarentur faciliter^ Vita humana 
ad fuam prorogareiurTerminumy ^ Homo in Sanitate l^ 
Viribus naturalibusy tarn Corporis quam Jnima^ FortitU-' 
dine Membrorum^ Memoria Claritatey ^ Ingenii Viva* 
citatej ad eundem Terminum mirabiliter prafervaretur : ^ 
^acunque etiam Vulnera curabilia fine Difficultate fa* ' 

narentur^ qwee^ infuper^ contra omne Genus Venenorum^ 
foret fumma ^ optima Medicina^ fed ad alia plura com*' 
moda, nobis W Reipublica Regni noftri utilifftmay per 
eandem fieri poffent^ veluti Metallorum Tranfmutationes 
in verijfimum Auru^ & finijjimum Argentum^ i^c* 

Tefte Rege apud Wefimonafierium^ 23 ApriUs^ 
1456, per ipfum Regem, & de Audloritate Par- 
liamenti ®. 

EDWARD IV. had- no Subfidy m-anted him till 
the third Year of this Reign, when the rarliament gave 
him an Aid of 37,000 /. to be levied according to a cer- 
tain Rate : But he aftewards releafed 6000/. of the faid 
Grant. 

The- 

d Fted, Ang, Tofli, XI, p. 309, « Ibid. p. 379. 
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The next Year he hid Todnage and Poundage ot 
9y^rf, Engiijb Merchant* for every Sack of WooU, 
'33*. 4</. For every 240 Wooll-fells, 33/. j^d. For 
every Laft of Hides, 3/. 6x. %d. And of every Mer-^ 
chant Stranger^ whether Denisens or not, /or every Sack 
of Wboll, 3/. 6x. %d. For every Laft of Hides. 
3 A 13X. 4rf, For evenr 240 Wodl-fcUs, 3/. 6x. %d^ 
And ail this was granted him for his Life. 

In his eighth Year he had a Subfidy of two whole 
Tenths and two Fifteenths, to be levied on the Laity. 
This Year Htnry VL was refWd j but foon after Ed- 
ward recovered the Crown ; and 
r 2^2 1 In his twelfth Year the Commons voted a Supply of 
"^ ' X3>ooo Archers at their own Coft, the fame to be levied 

according to a Proportion out of all Lands and Tene* 
ments. The Lords alfo taxed themfelves by Way of 
Grant unto the King, towards furnishing the Forces 
aforefaid, the tenth Part of one whole Year's Revenue 
of their Lands and PoiTeffions. 

In his thirteenth Year the Commons granted the King 
one Tenth and one Fifteenth. 

The next Year a Subfidy was granted by the Com* 
mons 6f a Tenth and a Fifteenth; alfo 5I9I17/. 4i. 7^^. 
for the Wages of the 13,000 Archers voted in his 12th 
Yean 

In his fifteenth Year he had a Tenth, a Fifteenth, 
and a Third of each ; befides this, the King raifed Mo^ 
ney after a new Invention, called a Bemvoience. . 

m his twenty- fccond Year he had a Tenth and a 
Fifteenth granted him, to be levied on the Laity. The 
Clergy alfo granted a Tenth. 

Tbi Price 6f PROVISIONS, LABotrlt^ Vc. during thi 
Reigns c/ Henry VI. and Edward IV. by which a 
heUer Idea may be formed of the Value of the fore-- 
going Taxes, 

IN the Year 1423 Wheat fold for 8 x. a Quarter, and 
Malt for 5 X. ^ 
In 1425 a Colt fold for 8x. Peafe for is. id. a Quar- 
ter, and for 3^^. a Bufliel^ an Ox's Hide far %s. 5 ^. 
a Cow's Hide for is. 3^^/. and for i x. *i\L a Calf'^ 

Skin 

r rahiati% ChrwUlu 
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Skin for I id. twenty-one Lambs for 4^. a Dozen of 
Sheep Skins for 3 s. a Tod of pure Wooll for gs.6J, 
nineteen Ells of Napkin Cloth fold for 5J. a Gallon of 
Ale for i^d. Red Wine at 8^/. a Gallon, or Flaggon; 
Sweet Wine at is. ^d. a Stone-Ciitter for a Day's Lar 
bour 4^/. i Tyler 34^. a SaWyfer 4^. for twenty Pul- r 37a] 
lets IS. id, for a Quarter of att Ox to fait is. /^d. for 
a Gade of Red Hearings (720 the Cade) 8 j. for a Frail 
of Figs 31. 4^. for twelve Pounds of Raifins t s. id. 
for a great Fle{h-Ax is. ^d. for two Yards of Ruffet 
Cloth for the Shepherd 7.s. 2d. for four Quarters of 
Wheat to be malted 16 j. for, a Bay ttorfe for the Pri- 
or's Stable i/. 6 J. id, for two Colts 9^. for thirty Pair 
of Autumnal ,(Winter) Gloves f<5r the Servants ^s. to 
the Baker's Servant for ten Days i s. for threfhing a 
. Quarter of Wheat 3 i i* for eight Woodcocks for a Pre- ^ 

fent I s. for twelve Pair of Gloves to the Bifllop oiTVor^ 
* cejier's Servants 5 s. for one Man plowing and harrow* 
ing twelve Days i s. ^ 

In the Year 1426, five Oxen, each apprai^^d at 3X. ^d. 
fix Cows, each at 2 J. id. three Horfes, each at 3x, ^ 

In 1435 ^^^ 1 436,Wheat, on account ofa wet Autumn 
in 1434, fold for il. 6s. id. but the Year following it 
fell to 5x. 4^. • 

In 1439, Wheat fold for 26 j. a Quarter**; and alfo 
in fome Places for I /. 6s. id."" 

h\ 1440, the Scarcity fiill continuing. Wheat fold 
for i/. 4 J. a Quarter; and Malt for I3J. Oats 5^, 4^. 
Wine IS. 2. Gallon; and Bay Salt u. a Bufliel. 

from 1444, we have the following Account by Bifllop 
Fleetwood % viz. For an hundred Quarters of Wheat 
21 A 13 J. ^d. each "Quarter at 4J. 4^/. for two Bufliels 
of Wheat for Seed i s. for two l^ufllels of Pcafe for 
Seed alfo is. for five Quarjers of Peafe 15^. each 
Quarter at 3/. for fifty Quarters of Malt 10/. each 
Qi^iarter at 4^. for fix Calves 12s. each Calf at 2x. for 
eight Porkers i /. J^.s. each at 3J. without the Head; [ 374 ] 
for 40 Geefe lbs. each Goofe at 3 d. for 31 Dozen of 

Vol. il B b Pigeons 

b From a Cmputui of the Prior and Canon of Burtefitr^ Co, QK6n, in 
K«nntt\ Parochial Antiquum, 

c Spelman^ Glojary, under the Word Grailc. 
d Stotve'& Chronicle, 
« Fahian, 
ChronicQii PntioJuW^ 
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Pigeons lox. %d. each Do^en at about 4 ^i. for t$ 
Dozen of Pigeons 7 x. bd. each Dozen at 6 d, ior 100 
Dozen of Pigeons, each Dozen at ^id. for an Ox 
I /• 1 1 X. %d, for 8 Cygnets, or young Swans, each 31. 
for a Flitch of Bacon is. Sd, for 4 Oxen, young and 
lean 52/. each at 131. for 26 Warp of Ling 1/. ioj.4^. 
for 100 Stock- Fifh 17J. 6d. for a Barrel of Herrings, 
J, e. 30 Grallons fully packed, i /. for two Plough-Oxen 
I /• 3J« for a Quarter of Oats ts. 8d* for three Bdhds 
of Green Peafc for Seed 2 s. 3 i. At this Tinie it ap- 
pears that Maftcr-Traders wrought by the Day at 3 A 
and their Labourers or Servants at i d, but then it is 
believed they had their Meat and Drink. The yearly 
Wages were, fome i /. 6s. Sd. others i /. 

In 1445 feven Quarters and a Half of Wheat .came 
to 30 s. which is, each Quarter at 4 f • 6 d. Oats, by 
the Quarter, at 2 j. twelve Fla^gons, or Gallons of Ale, 
I s. 6d. each Gallon at lid. Flay, by the Load, 3;. 6^. 
for 3000 Red Herrings i/. us. twenty -four Bullocks 
and Heifers 61. each Head at 5^. Cloth for Surplices for 
Scholars, the £11 at Sd. This was the fame as ufi^d at 
the Altar, and therefore in thofc Days was certainly fine. 

In a Statute made 24 Henry VI. « for fegdlating Ser- 
vants' Wages for Huibandry, it was enabled. That the 
' Wages of a Chief Bailiff of Hufbandry, by the Year, 

fliouTd be 24 i. 4^/. Cloathing of the Price of 5^. with 
Meat and Drink; of a Chief Hind, Carter, or Chief 
Shepherd, 20 x. Cloathing of 4;. Price, with Meat and 
Drink; of a common Servant for Hufbandry 151. and 
Cloathing of the Price of 40^/. a Woman Servant lox. 
Cloathing of the Price of 4/. with Meat and Drink; of 
a Child, within the Age of 14 Years, 6x. Cloathing 3 J. 
with Diet. The fame Rules to be obferved in tBe Ser- 
vants to Innkeepers, ViSuallers, and Artificers in Cities, 
Towns, and elfe where. 

The Wages of any Free-Mafon or Maftcr-Carpcn- 
ter, by the Day, not to exceed 4 d, with Meat and 
Drink; without, ^{d. Labourers, by the Day, 2d, with 
Eating ; without, 2ld. in Harveft the Wages of a Mower, 
by the Day, 4^/. with Meat and Drink; without, bd. 
a Man Reaper, or Carter, was to have 3</. a Day, with 
Eating, and 5 d. without j and, laftly, a Woman La- 

• bourer, 

t Rot, Pari. 24. Htttry VJ, No, 44, 144^. 
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t)6Uref 9 or other Labourers, in Harveft, was allow'd i^jdi 
a Day, with Meat and Drink; without, 4^^. 

In 1447, Wheat, by the Quarter, 8 s. Oats, the 
Quarter, 2s, i^d. 

In 1448, Wheat, by the Quarter, 6 x* 8 A Oats, thd 
Quarter, 2 s. z Cade of Red Herrings ^s. 8d. a Barrel 
of. White Herrings 9 x. 3 ^/. 

In 1449, Wheat, by the Quarter, 5^. a Cade of Red 
Herrings 6s* a Barrel of White Herrings ios. 3^. fif- 
teen Sheep at i /. tbs. jod. each Sheep at (within 4) 
2 s. ^^d. feven Hogs at 13X; 8^. each Hog at (within^^) 
I s. I lid. * 

In 1450, Oats, the Quarter, 1^. 10 d, Beaiis^ thd 
Q^iarter, 2s. 6d. 

In 1451, Wheats by the Quarter, Bs. Oats, the [ 375 ] 
Quarter, 10 s. lo^d. twenty - fix Oallons of Ale 3x« 
each Gallon at i^d. Beans, the Quarter, 35. 4^. for a 
Cade of Red Herrings 7 j. 4 J. for a Barrel of White 
Herrings, i^s. j d. 

In 1453, Wheat, by the Quarter, ^jr, ^d» Ale, per 
Gallon, 1 1 ^/. a Cade of Red Herrings 7 J. 6d. Four* 
icore White Herrings 1 s. 

In 1454, Oats, by the Quarter, ix. lo^^. 

In 1455, Wheat very cheap, the Qsiarter, is, zd. 
Malt, the Quarter, is. ^d* 

In 1457, Wheat, the Quarter, y s. 8rf# Oats, the 
Quarter, is.gid. a Gallon of Ale id. a Cade of Red 
Herrings 6s. id. ninety- two White Herrings is. 

In 1459, Wheat, by the Quarter, 5X. Oats, the 
Quarter, 8 j. 10 d. a Gallon of Ale i i, a Cade of Red 
Herrings 71. lo^d. ninety- two White Hferrings ix. 

In 1460, Wheat the Quarter, 8x. Oats, the Quar- 
ter, 2x. a Gallon of Ale id. a Cade of Red Herrings 7X* 
^92 White Herrings 2x.-*-Here the Biihop takes No- 
^tice, that, from 1440 to 1460, Wheat was never above 
8 X. the Quarter, notwithftanding the Sword was drawii 
betwixt the Houfes of Terk and Lamajier^ which ufually 
cuts down Corn as well as Men. 

An. 2 EdwardlV. 1462, an AA was made againft the 
Importation of foreign Corn, when the Price of Wheat 
did not exceed 6s. id. z Quarter, Rye 4X. and Bar- 
ley 3 x. *» 

B b 2 In 

fc Rot. Pari, 2 Edward IV. 
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In 1463 Wheat fold at London for 2x. a Quarter j 
Barley at is. 10 d. Peafe 3^. 4^. Oatsi 1 j. 2d. Alfo 
the fame Vear, in Norfolk^ Wheat fold for is. id. 
Barley i s. Malt is. id. Oats i s. ' 

In 1464 White Wheat fold for 6s. Sd. a^ Quarter K 
In 1475 Oats fold for i s. lod. sl Quarter, and a Load 
of Hay for 6 J. Sd. ^ 



XyV the Death of King Edtuard IV. \he firft Prince 



C 376 ] 

K. EdwardV. J[3 o^ ^^^ ^^''^ Line, the Inhetitance of the Crown de- 
ibended, by Rigjit of Succeffion^ to his eldeft Son, Ed- 
tuardf then Prince of fFalis ; who, from the Day of his 

His Acceffion, Father's Death, was fiiled King of England^ and pro- 
claimed as fucb) by the Name of Edward V. being then 
about thirteen Years of Age. 

This is the Preamble that the great Sir Thomas Mm 
gives to his Life and Reign of this unfortunate young 
King; whofe State and Dignity was foon undermined 
by his unnatural and barbarous Uncle, ^iV/^^r^ Duke of 
Gloucijlir. The fliort Reign, if we may fo call it, of 
this Prince, was fo wholly taken up with the wicked In- 
trigues of his Uncle to difpoiTefs him, that no Parliament 
could be called ; for he was not even fuftered to live to 
his Coronation. Therefore, 

To the particular Writer above-mentioned of this 
Kill's Life, and to the more general Englijh Hiftorians, 
i^e muft refer our Readers ; fince all that was done in this 
fliort Interval of Sovereignty, relating to our Purpofe, 
will be comprized in the Reign of the SucceiTor, this 
young King and his Brother being both taken off, by 
cruel Means, to make Way for him. 

Edward V. begun his Life, and ended it, in a very 
unhappy Manner ; for he was born in a SanSiuary^ and 
died in a Prifan. He firft faw Light in TVeJlminfier Ab- 
bey, where his Mother had taken Sanctuary after the 
Earl of Warwick had driven her Hufband, Edward IV. 
out of the Kingdom in September^ ^47^ » 2nd he was 

And Murder, murdered in the Tower of London^ in July^ 1483* a 
little while after his Uncle Richard'^ Coronation. 



RICHARD 



« S towels Chronicte. 

k Rot. Pari. ^ Edward W. 

I FIeettv69d*i Cbron. Pntiofum^ 
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n I CHARD III. waded to the Thfone jthrough K. ^''^^'^''^ !"• 
-*^ almoft an Ocean of Blood, drawn from his neareft 
Relations ; how long his ambitious Dcfigns had been I- ^77 J 
fettled in his Breaft is uncertain ; but it is probable they 
had been a great while refident there, and at length 
had brought him to a fixed Determination of obtaining 
the Crown at any Price. It is more than fufpefted that 
he had a principal Hand in bringing his Brother Clarence 
to his Death ; and, by gaining an Aft of Attainder to 
pafs againft him, this Duke's Children were efFedually 
cut off from fucceeding to the Crown ". A Bulwart 
fo formidable being removed, Richard's next Step, after 
his Brother King Edward's Death, was to try to get 
his Children declared illegitimate ; to put to Death all 
their Relations by the Mother's Side ; and, laftly, to 
make fure Work, to have the two young Princes mur- 
dered as aforefaid. Thefe Obftacles being all taken out 
of his Way, it is certain that Richards Titl^ to the J^'^IJJ.'^^'^^^^^ 
Crown was Uncontefted ; being then the only remain- curVth" Crown 
ing Male Heir that could inherit from his. Father Rich- to himfeif. 
flrr/Duke oxTdrky on whom, and his Defcendants, the 
Crown had been intailed by Aft of Parliament. There 
was indeed one more Impediment to his Happinefs left ; 
and that was the Princefs Elizabeth^ eldeft Daughter to 
Edward IV. and his own Neice : But he had well con- 
trived a Solution for this Difficulty, tho' not fo cruel as 
the former in the Main .; for tho' he was obliged to de- 
ftroy his own Wife" to effed it, yet his Defign was to 
marry his Neice Elizabeth himfeif, in order to prevent 
any other Perfqn from doing it ; and thereby to raife up 
ftill difputed Titles to the Crown. But more of this in [ 37^ ] 
the Sequel. 

The very firft Year of Richards Reign was mudh 
difturbed by a dangerous and powerful Confpi racy form- 
ed againft him, at the Head df which was the Duke of 
Buckingham, This Lord had been the chief Inftrument 
in raifmg Richard to his prefent Greatnefs ; but, as fome 
relate, becaufe he would not confent to the Murder of 
B b 3 the 

ra 5ee before, p. 361, 373. 

n She was Daugliter to thr fan^ous Earl of JVamvick^ firft married t6 
Ed'utard Prince of iVaUt^ and afterwards to this Moniker of Mankind, ope 
o/her Huihand's Murderers. The Courtflii^, on this extraordinary Occa- 
^on, between Richard and the Widow, ij fiafJy drawn up by Sbal(fjpe<ir 
\T\ his Tragedy of liubar.d III. ♦ 
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K. nicUri III. the two young Princes, and being denied the Earldom 

and Inheritance o^ Hertford^ which he claimed by Pro- 

mife, he abruptly left the Court : Soon afterwards, in 

^order to fecure himfelf from Ricbanfs Malice, who now 

A Coofptncy watched all Opportunities to deftroy him, he readily 

mgainft h\iii, in joined With thofe who had engaged in a Confpiracy to 

1^^,^'^;;^^^ dethrone Ricbard and fet up the Earl of Richmond, the 

defeated. 'only remaining Branch of the DincaJIrian Family ; and, 

by a Marriage of this Prince with Elizabeth^ the late 

King's Daughter, perfe£Uy to reconcile and confolidate 

the ff^hiti and Red-Rofe Faftions. To this End the 

Puke of Buckingbam raifed Forces ; but was foon, by 

an unforefeen Accident, prevented from eiFeding any 

Thing ; forced to fly for Security to the Houfe of an 

old Servant, who betrayed him to Richard \ and, at ; 

Sali/iuiy, loft his own Head, as an Attonement for the | 

Crime he had committed in fetting a Crown on the i 

Head of his Adverfary. 

/inne Re|tij i. Jn the ihort Reign of this King we meet but with one 
H84- Parliament, which was called to iViftmin/jer^ January 

^xWtftminJter. the 23d, in the firft Year of it. The Form of the 
Writ of Summons, diredled to Thomas Archbifliop of 
Canterburyy the reft of the Bifhops, Abbots, Priors, ^c, 
and to the Temporal Lords, is as ufual 5 the firft Writ, 
to the latter, is direded to his moft dear firft-born Son, 
Mdward Prince of Wales j Duke of Cornwall^ and Ear) 
of Chefttr^ This Prince, who was then about ten Years 
of Age, had been fo created at Tork^ fome Months be-^ 
t 379 1 fore, at his Father's fecond Coronation in that City**. 
He enjoyed this Dignity but for a frpall Time, for he 
died the next Year ; and lived not to fee his Father's 
difmal Cataftrophe, nor to tafte perhaps of greater Mir 
fery himfelf. The reft of the Peers, as they ftand i(( 
J)ugdalis Catalogue, are>s follow : 

John Duke of Norfolk, Henry Earl of Northumbir- 

John Duke of Suffolk. land^ 

William Earl of Arundele, William Earl of Hunting- 
Edmund Earl of Kent, don, 
. Ralph E2ltI of Wejimorelandf Thomas Ezrl of Surrey^ 

• ; WilUm 

o See a particular Account of \hii Kiqg*s Coronation at Tfr} m Draki^ 
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ITiHium Earl of Netting* 



Francis V^ifcount LoveJ^ 
Edward Vifcount Lijli^ 
Ralph Lord Greyftock^ 
yohtt Lord Scrape 9 of Ma» 

Jhaniy 
Richard l*ord Biaucbampf 

of BeauchamPf 
yohn Lord AudUyy 
George Lord NivH^^ oiBer^ 

gavenny^ 
Reginald Lord Gr/y> of 

Wiltm, 
George Stanley^ Lord ^^ At 

Strange^ 
Henry Lord Cr^y, 
^/Vi&tfr^ ^5/?, Lord de U 

War^ 
Walter Devereux^ Lord 

Ferrers^ 
jfohn Lord Scropey of 5^/- 
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Ti<?OT^j Lord £«W<y, of K. fi/«6*r^ ;u. 

Lumley^ 
Thomas Lord Stanley, of 

Stanley, 
John Brpke, Lord Cobham^ 
John Blount y Lord Mountr 

%Aii St our ton, Ld . Stourton, 
John Sutton, Lord Dudley p 
John Lord Dynbam, of 

Care-Dynham, 
Richard Lord Fitz-Hugh^ 
John Lord Zouchy 
Thomas Jrundele, Lord 

Maltravers, 
Humphrey Lord Dacre, of 

Gilfland, 
%A« Lord (jrtfjs ofPowis, 
William Lrord Hayings, of 

Oic;#» Lord O^/^, of 0//f, 
Edward Lord Haftings, of 
Hungerford. 



The Names of the Judges funmoned alfo to this Parlia* 
ment were thefe : 

Sir /^i7//^w /fo//^, Knt. 

Chief Jufticc, 
Sir Thomas Brian^ 



t3»o3 



Sir Gay Fairfax, 
Sir William Jinny, 
Sir y^jAw Catejby, 
Sir i2^^fr Townfend, 



Sir Richard Neal^ 

Sir Ti^OT^rx TremayU, 

Sir 3^i»A;j Vavafour, 
And 

Morgan Kidwelly, Efq; the 
King's Attorney- Gene- 
ral. 



On the Day appointed, «;/«. 7/7«. 23, if««c -R^^»/ I, 
the King being feated on hft Throne in the Painted 
Chamber, within the Palace of Wejlminjier, the other 
two Eftates of the Realm attend'ing, t^e Venerable Yz^ 
ther John Bifliop of Lincoln *, then Chancellor ofEng^ 
iand, opened the Seffion with a Speech, taking for bis 
Text, In Corpore multa quidemfunt Membra, non autem 

omnia 

a This BiAop of Lincoln was John Rujfel, who occurs Bi(hop in 14S0, 
^o Edward IV. aad died To Antjo 1494. 2'^ Neve'% Fajii^ 
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K, Richard IIU omnia eundem ASium hab^nt. In which Words, fays the 
Record-, the Duty and Fidelity which Subjedls .owe tq 
their King as their principal Member, he very learnedly 
and politely |hewed.— The reft of this Speech is fo 
I obliterated in the Original, that very little Senfe can be 

made of it : Only that, at the Conclufipn, he told th^ 
, ' Houfe of Commons the King commanded them, to go 

and chtife a Speaker, and prefeiit him to his Majefiy for 
his Approbation. 

The Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appoint- 
ed, as antiehtly, on the fourth Day of the Meeting the 
^ Commons prefented William Catefiy^ Efq; for their 

CATBSBY,Efq- Speaker ; whofc Excufe for Infufficiency not being 
chofeii Speaker.' allowed, he made the ufual Proteftation, and was con- 
firmed. 

The next Thing we find on Record in the Proceed- 
ings of this Parliament, is the Grant of a Subfidy ; which, 
according to the antient Cuftom of Parliaments, is put 
down firft, though it was the laft Aft done in it : For 
we are told in ;he Preamble to this Grant, that it wag 
prefented to the King by William Catejbyy Efq; the 
Speaker Of the Commons, by and with the Corrfent oj 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, on the 20th Day of 
February^ which is therfe faid to be the laft Day of the 
' Sitting of this prefent Parliarpent. 

By this A<S, in whofe Preface it rs faid to be For the 
Worjbip ofGody the Commons granted to the King a Sub- 
fidy called a Tonnage, to be taken in Manner and Form 
following ; that is to fay, 3 J. of every Ton of Wine 
imported, and for every Ton of fweet Wine brought in 
by any Merchants Alien, 6 s. to have and receive yearly 
the faid Subfidy for the Term of his Life. Moreover, 
A Subfidy. , tjjg Commons, with the Affent afofefaid, granted another 
Subfidy called Poundage, which was of eyery Sort of 
Merchandize, imported or exported by any Merchant, 
Denizen or Alien; of the Value of twenty Shillings, \id. 
except Tin ; pn which was laid a Tax of 2 ^. on every 
Pound Value of that Commodity for Merchant Stran- 
gers, and \%d, for Denizens, to be enjoyed alfo for Life. 
By this A£t there was alfo granted a Subfidy on Wooll, 
Wooll-fells, and Hides exported; that is, on every Sack 
pf Wooll, 33 J. 4^/. for every 240 Wooll-fells, the 
jTame^ ^ad for each Laft of Hides, 3/. 6j. 8//. A 

dpubj^ 
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double Sum on the two firft Articles for Alien Mei-K* Rkk^rjnu 

chants, with 3/. 13J. 4^. for Hides; with two Pro- 

vifoes ta except out of ihis A£t the Merchants of Spain 

and thofe of the Hans Towns in Germanyy having a 

Houfe in London^ commonly called Guildhalla Tsutoni- 

corum. 

Next, after the Grant of this Subfidy, on the Record^ 
follows the Adb of Settlement of the Crown on this 
King and his li^e, with a long Recapitulation of his 
Title to it, ^c. We chufe to give this at large; as well 
for the Rarity of it, as becaufe it is not taken Notice 
of, except by one *, by any Writer of Englijh Hiftory 
whatfoevcr. In the Abridgement of the Parliament Rolls 
m the Tower of London^ it is given as the laft Article; 
but not ufliered in by Writs of Summons, Names of the 
Peers, nor Speech from the Throne, or from the Lord- 
Chancellor, declaring the Caufe of the Meeting. Nei- 
ther is there any Speaker of the Houfe of Commons 
named, nor any Tax or Subfidy mentioned ; mod or all 
of which we have fupplied from the Roll itfelf, as is be- 
fore given. There are, however, in the Abridgement^ 
fome Marginal Notes^ added by Mr. Pryinne^ which am- 
ply fhew his great Zeal, and which we Qiall fubjoin to 
this A<51. 

Jnno prima Richardi Tertii. L 3 S J 

Jn Rotulo Parliamenti tenti apud Weftm. Die Veneris 
vicejfimo-tertio Die Janu^rii, jfnno Regni Regis Ri- 
chardi Tertii prin^Oj inter alia continent ur ut fequitur. 

Memorandums ^od quadam Billa exhibita fuit coram 
Domino Rege in Parliamento pradi^O;, in bac Verba : 

* "T T THercas late heretofore, that is' to fay, before the 

* V y Confecration, Coronation, and Inthronization 
f of our Sovereign Lord King Richard III. a Roll of 
> Parchment, cont2(ining, in Writing, certain Articles of 

'the 

a John Speed, p. '7 f 3. Thi* Author concludes bis Abftraft of this Bill 
with this Remark: • Thefe Things I havejaid forth, more at large, out 

* of the Parliament Roll, that ye may underftand both what and how 

* great Matters the Power of a Prince, the outward Shew of Virtue, thp 
' wily Fetches of Lawyers, fawning Hope, penfiveFear, Dcfire of Change. 

* -^nd goodly Pretences, are able to efTeft in that moft wife Aflembly of fil 
' the Eftates in the Kingdom, even againft all Law and Right ; fo the Say- 
f ing nf Solomon in this State (ucmcd moft true. That a living.Dog it better 
f ^^an a dead Lnn^* 



Digitized by 



Google 



394 
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f 3«6] 



A Pedtiofl pR* 
lented by fever al 
JLords and Com- 
jBott&otttofPar* 
liament to Ritb^ 
mrd^ when Duke 
of Cloucefiert de^ 
flared as valid as 
thoiiglv done in 
£^liamfint. 



The Parliamentary History 

< the Tenor under-written, on the Behalf, and in the 

< Name, of the Three Eftates of this Realm of Eng^ 

* land\ that is to fay, of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
' j>oral, and of the Commons by Name, and other No- 

< bles and notable PeHbns of the Commons in great 
' Multitude, was prefented and adually delivered unto 

* our faid Sovereign Lord, tl?e Intent and £ffe(9 ex|Nrefs'd 

< at large in the i^me Roll ; to the which RoU, and t^ 

< the Confideritions and inftani Petition comprized in 
^ the fame, our faid Sovereign Lord, for the public Weal 

* and Tranquillity of diis Land, benignly aflented. 

^ Now, forafmuch as neither the faid Three flftates, 

* neither the faid Pejfons, which in their Name prefented 
' and delivered, as it is aforefaid, the faid Roll unto our 

< faid Sovereign Lord the King, were ailembled in Form 

* of Parliament ; by reafon whereof divers Doubts, 

* Queftions, and Ambiguities being moved and ingen- 
^ dered in the Minds of divers Perfons, as it is faid ^ : 

* Therefore, to the perpetual Memory of the Trudi, 

* and Declaration of the fame, be it ordained, provided, 

* and eftabiiflied in this prefent Parliament, That the 

* Tenor of the faid Roll, with all the Contents of the 

< fame, prefented as is abovefaid, and delivered to our 
' abovefaid Sovereign Lord the Kin?, in the Name and 

* in the Behalf of the faid Three Eftates ^ut of Parlia- 

* ment *, be now, by the faid Three Eftates ailembled 

* in ihis prefent Parliament, and by Authority of the 

* fame, ratified, inrolled, recorded, approved, and au- 

* thorized, to the removing of the Occafions of Doubu 
^ and Ambiguities, and to all other lawful EiFeSbs that 

* (haH now thereof enfue ; fo that all Things faid, af- 

* firmed, fpecified, dcfired, and remembered in the faid 

* Roll, and in the Tenor of the fame, under- written in 

* the Name of the faid Three Eftates, to the EfFed ex* 
^ prefled in the faid Roll, be of the like Efieft, Virtue, 
^ and Force, as if all the fame Things had been fo faid, 

* affirmed, fpecified, and remembered in full Parliament, 
^ and by Authority of the fame accepted and approved : 

*The 

b Things done and concluded without the Three Eftates in Parlianient 
give little or no Satisfadlion to the People, tho* in the Name of the Par- 
Jjament and the Three Eftates. Mr. Brynni^ Nates. 

c The Three Eftates muft concur .to wake a Pai liament, elfe his Title 
ivould neither be valid nor (atisfadloty, but ambiguous as before, no aac ^ 
two of tliepi L)eing a full or real Parliaroent| but all conjoined, iliid^ 
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^ The Tenor pf the fai4 Roll of Parchment, wheregfK. nkbdrdin/ 

* above is made Mention, followeth, and is Aich. £ 3^7 J 

5n? tbe High and Mighty Prince RiCHAi^o, Duke of 

' Gjloup^ster, 

PLeafeth it your Noble Grace to underftand the^P*^^*^^^. 
Confider^tions, Eleftion, and Petition under- "* 
^ written, of us the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 

• Commons of this Realm of England^ and thereunto 

• agreeable to give your Aflent to the common an4 

* public Weal of this Land, and to the Comfort and 

♦ Gladnefs of all the People of the fame **• v. 

jF/jr/?, * We confider how that heretofore, in Time 

* paft, this Land for many Years flood in great Pro-p 

* fperity. Honour, and Tranquillity ; which was cauf- 
*• pd for fo much as the Kings reigning ufed and follow^ 

* ed the Advice and Counfel of certain Lords Spiritual 

♦ and Temporal, and other Perfons of approved Sage- 

♦ nefs, Prudence, Policy, and Experience, dreading 

♦ God, and having tender Zeal and AfFedion to indiiFcr 

♦ rent Adminiftration of Juftice, and to the common 

* and public Weal of the Land : Then our Lord God 
^ was dreaded, loved, and honoured j then within the 

* Land was Peace and Tranquillity, jind among the 

♦ Neighbours, Concord and Charity ; then the Malice 
^ of outward Enemies was mightily refifted and tepref- 

^ fed, and the Land honourably defended with many ^ 

♦ great and glorious Viftories ; then the Intercourfe of 

* Merchants was largely ufed and exercifed ; by which ' 

< Things above remembered, the Land 'was greatly 

* enriched, fo that as well the Merchants as the Arti- 

* ficers, and other poor People, labouring for their 

< Living in divers Occupations, had competent Gain, to [ j88 j 
^ the Satisfadion of them and their Houfliplds, giving 

^ without miferable and intolerable Poverty. But after- 

♦ wards, when as fucl^ had the Rule and Governance of / 
^ this Land, dplighting in Adulation and Flattery, and led 

^ by Senfuality and Concupifcence, followed the Counfel 
^ of Perfons infolent, vicjlous, and of inordinate Avarice, 

* defpifing the Counfel of Perfons good, virtuous, and 

♦ prudent, fuch as above be remembered, the Profperi:* 

4 The new Device of this b'oody Ufurper, to intitle himfelf to the 
(^rowj> of ^nglandi aati take upon iiim the Regal GoyernmeAt. Pi^nncm 
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l^.^tksrdl\h « ty of this Land decrcafed daily, fo that our Felicity 

* W4» turned into Mifcry, and our Profperity into Ad- 

* vcrfity, and the Order of Policy, and the Laws of 

* God and Man, confounded ; whereby it is likely for 

* this Realm to fall into* great Mifery and Defolation, 

* (which God defend) without due Provifion of cove- 
^ nable Remedy be had in this Behalf in all godly Hafle. 

* Over this, among other Things more fpeciral, we 

* confider how, in the Time of the Reign oi Edward IV. 

* late deceafed, after the 'ungracious pretended Mar- 

* riage (as all England hath Caufe to fay) made betwixt 
Wherein King « the faid King Edward and Elizabeth^ fome Time Wife 
F^tlrl^Marri-'^^ Sir John Gray ^ Knight, late naming herfelf, and 
•pTwithLady" ' many Years heretofore. Queen of England, the Order 
Cr^fjr is dedaicd ' of politic Rule was fubverted, the Laws of God, and 
▼<«*» < of God's Church, ^c. alfo the Laws of Nature and of 

* England, and alfo the laudable Cuftoms and Liberties 

* of the fame, wherein every Englijhman is Inheritor, 

* was bfoken, fubverted, and contemned, againft allRea- 

* fon and Juftice * ; fo that the Land was ruled by Self- 

* Will and Pleafure, Fear and Dread ; all Manner of 

* Equity and Law laid apart and defpifed ; whereof en- 

* fued many Inconveniences and Mifchiefs, as Murders, , 

* Extortions, and OppreiEons, namely, of poor and " 

* impotent People ; fo that no Man was fure of his Life, ' 

COq -I • Land, or Livelihood, nor of his Wife, Daughter, or 
^ ^ '* * Servant, every good Maidert and Woman ftanding in j 

* Fear to be ravifljed and deflowered. And, befides this, '- 

* what Difcords, inward Battles, EflFufion of Chriftian 
« Men's Blood, and namely, by the DeftruSion of the 
« Nobles* Blood of this Land, was had and committed 
^ within the fame, is evident and notorious through 
^ all this Realm, unto the great Sorrow and Heavinefs 

* of all triie Englijhmen, And here alfo we confider, 
^ how that the faid pretended Marriage betwixt the 

* above-named King Eduuard and Elizabeth Gray was 

* made of great Prefumption, without the Knowing and 

* Aflent of the Lords of this Land, and alio by Sorcery 

* and Witchcraft committed by the faid Elizabeth, and 
•• her Mother Jaquet, DucRefs of Bedford, as the com- 
^ mon Opinion of the People, and the public Voice and 

. * Fame is throughout all this Land j and hereafter, if 

* thQ 
c Liberties and Laws every EngVjbmani Inheritiincc. Prjnucm 
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* the Caufe ftiall require, fliall be proVed fufficiently in K. RicbarJllU 

* Time and Place, convenient. And here alfo we con- 

* fider, how that the faid pretended Marriage was made? 

* privily and feqretly, without Edition of Banns, ki a 
' private Chamber, a profane Place, and not openly in 

* the Face of the Church, ^ftcr the Laws of God's 

* Church ; but contrary thereunto, and the laudable 

* Cuftom of the Church of England : And how alfo, at 

* the Time of the ContraS of the fame pretended Mar- 
^ riage, and before and long Time after, the faid King 

* Edivard was and ftood married, and troth-plight, to 

* one Dame Eleanor Butler^ Daughter to the Earl of ^ 

* Shrewjburyy with whom the faid King Edward had 

* made a Pre-confraft of Matrimony, long Time be- 

* fore he made the faid pretended Marriage with the 

* faid Elizabeth Gray^ in Manner and Form aforefaid. 
< Which Premifles being true, as in very Truth they 

* be true, it appearcth and followeth evidently that the 
^ faid King Edward^ during his Life, and the faid Eli* 

^ zabeth lived together finfully and damnably in Adul- [ 390 J 

* tery, againft the Law of God and of his Church ; 

* and therefore no Marvel that the Sovereign Lord arid 

* Head of the Land being of fuch ungodly Difpofitiort,' 

* and provoking the Ire and Indignation of our Lord 

* God,* fuch heinous Mifchiefs and Inconveniences, as 

* are above remembered, were ufed and committed in 

* the Realm amongft the Subjedts. Alfo it appeareth 

* evidemly, and followeth, that all the Iffue and Chil- 

* dren of the faid King Edward he Baftards, and unable And his CHildrc* 

* to inherit, or claim, any Thing by Inheritance by the illegitimate, 

* Law and Cuftom of England, " . 

* Moreover, we confider how that afterwards, by the 

* Three Eftates of this Realm affembled in Parliament, 

* holden at Weftminjieri Anno 17 of the Reign of the 

* faid Yax\^ Edward IV. he then being in PofiefEon of 

* the Crown and Royal Eftate, by an Aft made in the 

* fame Parliament, George Duke of Clarence^ ^''°^^^'' c/^r.^e^atuint- 

* to the King Edward now deceafed, was convifted and ed byParliamcnc" 

* attainted of High Treafon, as in the faid Aft irf con- 

* tained more at large; becaufe and by rcafon whereofHislflue thereby 

* all the Iffue of the faid George was and is difabled and not inheritable, 
« barred of all Right and Claim that in any Cafe theyJj^J.^'J"?*^'*?*^ 

* might have, or challenge by Inheritance, to the Crown *^ ^^^ ""''*• 

• and 
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K* tiichard III. (,and Dignity Royal of this Realm, by the antient Lawi 

* and Cuftoms of this fame Realm. , 

jtieUrd ni. dc- . * Over this, we confider that you be the undoubted 

clarcd undoubted* Heir of Richard Duke of Tork^ very Inheritor of the 

Heir thereto, < faid Crown and Dignity Royal, and as in Right King 

^ of England by Way of Inheritance ; and that at this 

^ Time, tde PremiiTes duly confider'd, there is none other 

* Perfon living but you only that may claim the faid 
^ Crown and Dignity Royal by Way of Inheritance, and 
^ how that you be born within this Land \ by reafoa 

[ 39* } ^ whereof, as we deem in our Miods, you be more na- 

* turally inclined to the Profperity and common Weal 

* of the fame ; and all the Three Eftates of the Land 
^ have, and may have, more certain Knowledge of your 

* Birth and Filiation aforefaid. We confider alfo the 
^ great Wit, Prudence, Juftice, Princely Courage, and 
^ the memorable and laudable A^s in divers Battles, 

* which as we by Experience know you heretofore have 
^ done, for the Defence and Salvation of this Realm } 

* and alfo the great Noblencfs and Excellency of your 
^ Birth and Blood, as of him that is defcended of the 
*' three mofl Royal Houfes of Chriftendoin ; that is to fay, 

* England^ France^ and Spain ^ : Wherefore, thefe Pre- 

* miSes duly by us confidered» we defiring eiFedually 

* the Peace, Tranquillity, and Weal public of this Land^ 
*' and the Reduflion of the fame to the antient honour^ 
*' able Eftate and Profperity : And having, in your 
^ g^cat prudent Judice, princely Courage, and excellent 

* Virtue, Angular Confidence, have chofen by all that 
^ in us isy and by that our Writing chufe you. High and 

* Mighty Prince, our Sovereign Lord s, to whom we 

* know of certain it appertaineth of InheritaDice fo to be 
^ chofen ^. And hereupon we humbly defire, pray, and 

* require your Moft Noble Grace, that, according to this 

* Eleftion of us the Three Eftates of your Land, as by 

* Inheritance, you will accept and take upon you th« 

* faid Crown and Royal Dignity, with all Things there- 

* unto annexed and appertaining, as to you of Right 

•be- 

r His pretended Virtues and Fitnefs to reign as King 5 his Valonr va 
Battle } his Honourable and Royal Birth ; without one Word of bis de- 
fperate Treafons, Regicides, Murders, Hypocrify, and other Vices. Prymue, 

g His £le£tion by the Three Eftates, and this Initrument^ to be King of 
England. Uid, 

k They make his hereditary Title the Ground ^^f their Choice. Uid* 
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belonging, as well by Inheritance as by lawful Elec- K« R^'^^^^ ii*« 
tian * ; and, in cafe you fo do, we promife to affift and r ^g^ ] 
ferve your flighnefs, as true and faithful Subjeds and 
Liegemen, and to Jive and die with you in this Mat- 
ter, and every other juft Quarrel ; for certainly we be 
determined rather to adventure and commit us to the 
Peril of our Lives and Jeopardy of Death, than to live 
in fuch Thraldom and Bondage as we have done 
long Time heretofore ; oppreffed and injured by Ex- 
tortions and new Impofitrons, againft the Law of 
God and Man, and the Liberties and old Policy and 
Laws of this Land, wherein every Englijhman is in- 
herited '^. Our Lord God, King of all Kings, by 
whofe infinite Goodnefs and eternal Providence all 
Things are principally governed in this World, lighten 
your Soul, and grant you Grace to do as well in this 
Matter as in all others, that which may be according' 
to his Will and Pleafure, and to the common and pub- 
lic Weal of this Land : So that; after great Clouds, • 
Troubles, Storms, and Tempefts, the Sun of Juftice 
and of Grace may (bine upon us, to the Joy and Com- 
fort of all true-hearted Engltjhmen *. 

< Albeit that the Right, Title, and Eftate which our His Hereditary 
Sovereign Lord King Richard III. hath to, and in, the™^^^J^j^ 
Crown and Royal Dignity of this Rea^m of Englandyhsiw of God ana 
with all Things thereunto Vithin the fame Realm, and Nature. 
without it, annexed and appertaining, being juft: and 
lawful, as grounded upon the Laws of God and Na- 
ture, and sdfo upon the antient Laws and laudable 
Cuftoms of this faid Realm ; and alfo taken and repu- r .^ -i 
ted as fuch by ail Perfons, being learned in the above- 39 J J 
laid Laws and Cuftoms ". 
* Yet neverthelefs, forafmuch as it is confidered, that , 
* the moft Part of the People are not fufficiently learned 
# *m 

i Their Petition and Importunity to him to accept of the Crown, the' 
himfelf moft eagerly thirfted after it j and his hereditary Right tberetor 
ieconded by their Election. Prynne, 

fc Their Promife to aflift, ferve, and obey him, upon his Acceptance 
thereof, as his Subjeftsj and to Jive and die with him ; and their pre* 
tended great Thraldom, Bondage, OppreOions, &f. under his Predecef- 
fors. Ibid% 
- I. Their Prayer for him, and their great Tiouble, occafioned partly by 
himfclf- Ibid. 

m The Lawyers flatter and approve his Title The comm«a Pcof le 
ignorant In the Law8« lbii% 



Digitized by 



Google 



400 , The Parliamentary History 

K* RUhard TLU < in the abovefaid Laws and Cuftoras, whereby thd 

* Truth and. Right in this Behalf of Likelihood maybe 

* hid, and not clearly known to all the People, and there- 

* upon put in Doubt and Queftiort. And over this, how 

* that the Court of Parliament is of fuch Authority, and 

* the People of this Land are of fach a Nature and Dif- 
^ pofition, as Experience teacheth, that Manifeftation or 
^ Declaration of any Triith or Right, made by the Three 

* Eftates of this Realm aflembled in Parliament, and by 

* Authorityqf the fame, maketh, before all other Things^ 

* moft Faith and certain quieting of Men's Minds, and 

* removeth the Occafion of Doubts and feditious Lan- 
•guage"*. 

* Therefore, at theReque^, and by the Affentof the 

* Three Eftates of this Realm, that is to fay, the Lords 
^ Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons of this Land, 

* aflembled in this prefent Parliament, and by Authority 

* of the fame, be it pronounced, decreed, and declared, 

* That-our fald Sovereign Lord the King was, and is, the 
d«i%^nn"taUcd ' ^^"^y undoubted King of this Realm of England^ with 
en him and the ^ ^1 Things thereunto within the fame Realm, and with- 
HdrtofhisBody* oQt it, united, annexed, and appertaining, as well by 

* Right of Confanguinity and Inheritance, as by lawful 

* Eleftion, Confecration, and Coronation ®. 

t 394 ] • And over this, that, at theRequeft, and by theAflcnt 

* and Authority abovefaid, be it ordained, enaded, and 
' eftabliflied, That the faid Crown, and Royal Dignity of 

Hdra7pfr^r^' this Realm, and the Inheritance of the fame, and all 

* other Things thereunto within this Realm^ or without 

* it, united and annexed, and now appertaining, reft and 

* abide in the Perfon of our faid Sovereign Lord the Kingt 
*' during his Life, and, after hisDeceafe, in his Heirs of 
^ his Body begotten, in efpecial at the Requeft, and by 

* Aflent, and the Authority aforefaid, be it ordained, en- 

* adied, efiabliflied, pronounced, decreed, and declaied, 

* That the High and Excellent Prince Ed war Jy Son of 

* our faid Lord the King, be Heir Apparent of the famtf 

•our 

n The Parliam^-nt's Authority with the People, when true, free, and 
Teal, confiding ot the Thiec Eftates. It*s Declaration quieteth all Men* 
Minds, lemoveth all Dovibts and Seditions; yet he that conliders 39 H»- 
ryVi, p. 294^ or lEd* IV. p. 314, will fcarce believe this foraTruib, 
neither proved it fo in -his own Cafe. The Three Eftates muft all concut 
to make a Parlian;eiit, and valid £le£^ion. Frynne, 

^ They decree and declare him the undoubted King of this Realfii, by 
Inheritance and their iawiul Election ccupled together. J^dt 
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* our Sovereign Lord the King, to fucceed to him in the^- R'^^^fd lll^ 

* abovcfaid Crown and Royal Dignity, with all Things 

* (as is aforefaid) thereunto united^ annexed, and apper- 
^ taining, to have them after the Deceafe of our faid 

* Sovereign Lord the King, to him, and to the Heirs of 

* his Body lawfully begotten. 

* ^tae quidem Billa Communibus Regni Anglise in 

* diSio Parliamento exiftentibus tranfportata fuit^ cut 
^ quidem Billa idem Communes Affenfumfuum prabuerunt 

* fub hits Verbis : A cefte Bille les Communs font af- 

* fentes ; quibus quidem Billa & AJftnfu coram Domin9 

* Rege in Parliamento pradi^Oj le^isy auditis^ is^ flene 

* intelle^is^ f^ de AJfenfu Dominorum Spiritualium £sf ' 

* Temporalium in di£fo Parliamento Jimiliter exigent ium^ 

* & Communitatis pnedi^a-, nee non Author it ate ejufdem 

* Parliamenti pronunciatum^ decretum^ ^ declaratum ex- 

< ijlity omnia et fingula in Billa praedida contenta fore 
*• vera & indubia \ ac idem Dominus Rex, de Afljbnfu 

* didorum ^rium Statuum Regni, & Authoritate prae* 

< di£ta, ominia & fingula praemiiTa in Billa prsedidia 

* contenta concedit, & ea pro vero & indubio pronun-* 

* ciat, decernit, & declarat ^» 

Next follows, on the RolU a long Ail of AttainderThe Duke of 
againft Henry late Duke o^ Buckingham^ John Bifliop^"<^*'«^*^« a«^ 
of £/y, Henry, calling himfelf. Earl oi R:ichmond, ^ni''^^^^^'^^ '^^ 
'^afper late Earl cA Pembroke, with feveral Knights, and 
Men of lower Degree a great Number. Againft the 
Duke itis particularly alledged in the A£t, ' That he, 
of late Days, ftanding and being in as great Favour, 
tender Truft, and AfFeftion with the King our Sovereign 
jLiord as ever any Subject was with his Prince and Liege 
Lord, as was notorioufly and openly known by all this 
Realm ; not being content therewith, nor with the 
good and politic Government of his faid Sovereign Lord, 
but replete with Malice, Rancour, and infatiable Co- 
Vctice, did with, ^c,^ The whole of this Act of At- 
tainder is very remarkable, and ought to be particu- 
larly noticed by a more general Hiftorian ; but is much 
too long for our Defign. 

At the End of this Aft is another. For enabling the 
King to make Grants of the Lands of the Perfons at- 

VoL. IL C q tainted : 

f Here he creates- and ratifies his own Title, Prynne^ 
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K. Ritbdrd III. tainted : Likewife another particular A<^ of Attainder | 
agatnft John [Morton] ftiled late Bifliop of £/f , (for | 
Richard had deprived him, though he afterwards was | 
AKo feveral Bi- made Archbifliop of CanUrbury by his Succeflbr) Lyonel 
^^' [IVoodviU] Bifhop oi Salijbury, and Piers' Bifliop of 

Excefter, Thefc Reverend Prelates were accufcd by this 
A61, for * That they, with a malicious and traitcrous 
Intent, againft Juftice and Fidelity due to the Crown 
and Royal Majetty of England^ had confederated and 
confpircd together, as well with Henry late Duke of 
Buckingham and Thomas Marquis of lyorfet^ as with 
other great Rebels and Traitors, imagining to compafs 
the Death of our Sovereign Lord King Richard III. 
Howbeit the faid Biihops, for their great and heinous 
Offences, before-mentioned, have deferved to lofe Life, I 
Lands, and Goods by the Law of this Land ; yet never- 
thelefs, considering that they be Biihops fet in high Eftate 
in the Church of God, and the King preferring Mercy 
and Pity before Rigour^ and at the Reverence of God 
and his Church, and at the Prayer of the Lords Spiritual, 
namely, fuch as be prefent in -this Parliament, the King 
is content to forbear any rigorous Punifhment, and that 
they be only punifhed in Form following : That is to 
fay, that it is ordained and enaded, by the Authority 
aforefaid. That the faid Bifliops be difabled and made 
unworthy, by Law, to hold and enjoy any Pofleffions 
Temporal and Feodal^ and forfeit to the King all 
Caftles, Lordfliips, Manors, Lands, and Tenements, 
and other Hereditaments, ^c. which they were poffcffed 
of on the 1 8th Day of OSfoher laft paft, and every Thing 
elfe that pertaineth to the Church, as long as the faid 
Bifliops fhall be Biihops of the abovefaid Sees ; faving, 
(5f^.' There are fome faving Claufes added to this Bill> 
of no Significance to the Reader. 
With Margaret^ ^herc is yet another AS for attainting^ Afer^/ir// 
Counters of if/fi»- Countefs of Richmond^ who is faid therein to be Mother 
to the King's great Rebel and Traitor, Henry Earl of 
Richmond^ in that flie had confpired, confederated, and 
committed High Treafon againft our Lord tlie King in 
divers and fundry Ways, and efpecially in fending Mef- 
fages. Writings, and Tokens to the faid Henry^ and 

thereby 

r No fuch Name occurs ia Le Neve't Fafti to be Bifliop of Exeter at 
this Tiine. 
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thereby inviting, ftirring, and procuring him to come K« Rtcbard l(|* 
into this Realm and make War againft our faid Sove- 
reign Lord> to which Advice the faid Henry applied 
himfelf, as appeareth by Experience of him lately {hew- 
ed : Alfo the faid Countefs made ChevilTances of great 
Sums of Money, as well within the City of London a^ 
elfe where, to be employed in the Execution of the faid 
traiterous Purpofes : Lilcewife the faid Countefs confpi*- 
red and imagined the Deftru6lion of our Sovereign Lord, 
and' was afTenting, knowing, and affifting to Henry late 
Duke of Buckingham^ and hia Adherents, in compafEng 
and do'mg.Treaion, of which they, in this prefent Par- 
liament, have been attainted : Yet neverthelefs our faid 
Sovereign Lord of his Grace, and efpecially remember- 
ing the good and faithful Service that *rhomas Lord 
Stanley [her Hufband] hath done, or intendeth to do, for 
cur Sovereign Lord, and for the good Love and Truft 
the King hath in him, and for his Sake, remitteth and 
will forbear the great Punifliment of the Attainder of 
the faid Countefs which (he hath deferved ; but, in Con- 
fideration of the Premiffes, it is the Will of our Sove- 
reign Lord that it be enacted, by the Aflent of the two 
Houfes of Parliament, ^ That the faid Countefs be dif- 
^ abled Jn Law, from henceforth, to have, inherit, or 
enjoy any Manors, Lands or Tenements, Hereditaments 
or PoiTeffions whatfoever ; and alfo be difabled from 
bearing or having any Name of Eftate or Dignity froni 
hencefotth ; and that all her Caftles, Manors, Lands, 
fcfA be to the faid Thomas Lord Stanley for the Term 
of his Life, and, after his Deceafe, to our faid Sovereign 
Lord the King and his Heirs for ever, tfff/ 

We have chofe to give large Abftrafks out of the 
foregoing Bills of Attainder, in order to clear up, as 
much as poffible, the Hiftory of this jQiort but dark 
Reign ; rendered more obfcure by the fudden Revolu- 
tion that followed, and the Acceffion of a Perfon to the 
Crown who bore a mortal Enmity to this King Richard 
and all his Houfe. There are a few more Afts relating 
to private Property, which are no ways fignificant to 
our Purpofe, therefore we omit the Mention of thorn ; 
except one, which we cannot fo pafs by, intituled, ^ An 
A&. for vefting certain Lands, ^c, of great Value, in the 
Counties of Cornwall and Devon^ upon Sir James Tyrelj 
C c 2 ' Knight, 
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K. Rjchsnl HI. Knight, and Jnne his Wife, which were forfeited to the 
Crown by the Attainder of Sir JobnArundeU^ Knight, 
by an Adt in this prefent Parliament/ Now it (hould 
feem that this faid Sir James Tynl^ who, as Hiftorians 
write, was the Man principally concerned in the Murder 
of the two young Princes in the Tower, wasthus re- 
warded for committing that moft attrocious Villainy ; 
and the rather becaufp it is exprefled in the Body of 
the A&, that this Knight's Petition to the King was 
grounded, inUr alios^ on the faid Sir James having done 
Jome true Service to his good Grace. And yet again, if 
Richard had employed this Man to commit this private 
Murder, he fcarcely would have taken this Way to have 
rewarded him fo openly for it, and make the whole 
Legiflature of England^ fiifliops and all, in feme Mea- 
fure. Accomplices in the Crime. 

However, bad as this King Richard was, or is repre- 
fented to be, both our Hiftorians and Lawyers agree, 
that there was a Body of Laws made and pafled by him, 
in this prefent Parliament, fo very good and beneficial - 
to the Subje£t, as few either before or fince can equal 
them. We muft refer to our Statute- Books for a De- \ 
tail of thefe Laws \ it not being our Bufinefs to meddle j 
with the Statutes themfelves, but to write a Hiftory of [ 
the Makers of them. Yet there is one A£l more to be ! 
fpoke of; which, though it be printed amongft the reft, ( 
the Preamble to it is fo fingular, tending to blacken the 
Memory of his Brother King Edward IV. and to ren- 
der his Reign odious, that it muft claim a Place in thefe 
Inquiries. It is as follows : 

' The King remembering how the Commons of this 
Realm, by new and unlawful Inventions and inordinate ^ 
Covetice, againft the Laws of this Land, have been put * 
to great Thraldom and importable Charges and £xac« 
tions ; and efpecially by a new Impofition, named a 
Benevolent 'j whereby, for divers Years, the Subje(^s 
and Commons of this Land, againft their Wills and 
Freedoms, have paid great Sums of Money to their almoft 
utter Deftrudlion : For divers and many worfhipful Men 
of this Land, by Occafion thereof, were compelled by 
Neceflity to break up their Houftiolds, and to live in great 
Penury and Wretchednefs ; their Debts unpaid, and their 
Children unpreferred i and fuch Memorials as they had 

ordained 
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ordained to be done for the Wealth of their Souls were^« Richard III, 
annentifed and annulled,^ to the great Difpleafure of God, 
and to the Deftruftion of this Realm : Therefore the 
King ordaineth, by the Advice and Confent of both 
Houfes of Parliament, That his SuWecfts, from hence- 
forth, be not charged with any fuch Impofition, named 
a Benevolent ; and that fuch Exadions, afore this Time 
taken, be no Example for any like Charge for the fu- 
ture ; but that the fame be dampned and annulled for 
ever.' 

Thus much for the more hiftorical Afts of this Par- 
liament ; which, like the Reign of the King, was but of 
fliort Duration, being, as has been faid, convened on 
the 23d of January, and diffolved the 20th of February 
following. We (hall next proceed to fearch the Hifto- 
ries of thefc Times, in order to find out, if poffible, fome 
more lUuftration of them. 

Our older Chronicles, and more modern Hiftorians^ 
are very (hort in their Account of the Proceedings of 
this Parliament, The Hijlory of Cropland, contemporary 
with thfcfe Times, might be expecSed to furnifli more 
Matter for ihefe Inquiries, relating to it ; but there it 
is only curforily mentioned, though fome Hints are 
given, about the Methods taken to force the Aft of 
Succeffion through the Houfes, as are almoft iacredible. 
It is there faid, * That, in this Parliament, the King, 

* in order to ftrengthen his Title to that Crown which 

* he had in the preceeding Summer gained, brought an 
^ Affair, relating to matrimonial Contracts, to be dif- 

* puted before an Affembly of Laymen. And, though 

* it was well khoWh that fuch a Court had nothing to 
^ do in this Matter, yet fo great was the Dread and 

* Fear which then poffeffed the boldeft, that they not 

* only undertook the Affair, but gave Sentence accord- 

* ingly. For, adds our Authority, fo many great Men, 

* Peers and Commoners, were profcribed as was never 

* known fince the Time of the Triumvirate of O^favius^ 

* Anthony, and Lepidus ", Befides, a great Quantity of 

* Money \<ras drawn out of the King's Treafury at this 

C c 3 Time, 

n Tot et tar tor urn Dominorum, Nobilium, Procerum, et Communiun, 
etiam trium Epijcoporum^ Profcriptiones faEla funt, ut a Triumvirato 
Odlaviani, Antonii, ct Lepidi, Fa^um fmili nujquam emana£'e lega^r^ 
fii^x Croyl» Cont. p. 570, 
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K. Ritbsri HI. c Timc, in order to gain this Aft, and chiefly diftributcd 
^ amOngft his Northern Friends, whom he planted, alfo 
[ 3^ I ] • for his greater Security, in every Part of the Kingdom ; 
^ which gave much Offence to his more Southern Sub- 
* je£ts« and made them pay more Regard to the Hopes 
< of a future Revolution, than to the prefent Tyrant °/ 
Fabian^ who lived in this King's Time, and ends 
his Chronicle with the next Reign, hath not one Tingle 
Word of this Parliament. HaU and Hollingjbead onlj 
fay that, in the Beginning of the Year 1484, a Parlia- 
ment was fummoned, in which the £arl of Richmond 
and his Followers were attainted, and the People 
burdened with fevere Taxes and Impofitions ; and thae 
the Money fo colle3ed was wafted on this King's Crea* 
tures, or fquandered away prodigally, to ftop the Mouths 
• of fuch as knew any Thing of his Guilt in the^ Peathof 
his Nephews, S 

Polydore Vergil writes *, That, after this Parliament ii 
had attainted all the exiled Perfons, and confifcateii^ 
their Eftates to the King's Ufe, Richat'd was not coo- 
tent with thefe rich Spoils, but commanded them to 
grant him a large Supply ; for, in order to vindicate 
himfelf from Calumny, and to buy the Favour of the 
People, he had beftowed fuch Largefles of Money 
amongft them, that his Treafury. was very low. But 
the moft extraordinary Strejtch was, that Thomas Stan- 
hy (hould be alfo declared an Enemy to the State, m '. 
account of his Wife Margaritas being Mother to the 
Earl of Richmond^ who was commonly thought to be , 
at the Head of the Confpiracy p. And though a Wo- 
man's Politics may be judged of fmall Moment, yet 
this Parliament thought proper to take Notice of her, 
and commanded her Huiband, in whom they could 
find no Guile, to confine her clofely, and fufFer no 
r ^82 1 Meffengers, of any Account, to pafs between her Son 
^ ^ •' and her, that might difturb the Peace of the Kingdom. 
The fame Author adds, That, by Confent of this Parlia- 
ment, a Peace with the ScotSj who had begun Hoftiilties 
on the Englijb Borders, was concluded. 

The 

a For the great Confidence which Richard ^\zQtA in his Northern Friends, 
particularly of the City^ of York^ fee Drake's Eboracum, from Page J 14 ^^ 
Page 124, London^ Folio, 1736. 

o /fi/f. y^»^.'Lib. XXV. p. 554. 

f This Hiftoiian ia miftakcn, as appears by the Aft itfelf before given* 
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The paKicuIar Writer of this King's Life «, and a K. Richard «f. 
very particular one he is indeed, for he has taken true 
Pains to wafli his Blackmore white, is more explicit 
than any other in his Account of the Proceedings of this 
Parliament. He fays, * That, by. it, there were many 
^ good Laws ena£ted} the Marriages of King Edward 

* were debated ; that with the Lady Gray adjudged 

* unlawful, and her Children illegitimate ; there being 

* Proof of a former Contrs^f); and Marriage with the 
*sLady Eleanor Talbot^ Daughter to the old Earl of 

* Shrew/buryy and Relift of the Lord Butler of Sudeley^ 
< then, and long after, living. All that had been in- 

* ferrcd by the Duke of Buckingham^ or contained in 
^ the Bill Cupplicatory, demonftrated, was again con* 

* fulted, and Judgment given agalnft that Marriage ; 

* the Incapacity alfo of the Children of the Earl of JVar- 
' wick and his Sifter, the Lady Elizabeth Plantagenet, 

* were all decreed and confirmed by Afl: of Parliament. . 
*' So that, here, adds our Author, to tax fo general an 

* Affent, were to fay there was not one honeft or juft 

* Man in that high Court ; and what greater Scandal 

* can there be againft the whole Kingdom I 

* There was likewife Notice taken of the Earl of 

* Richmond's Pretence to the Crown, by a Title derived 

* from the Houfe of Lancajier j who was at that Time in 

* France^ labouring to ei^age the King and the Duke of 

* Bretagne in his Quarrel. 'Oh ! the infinite Windings [ 383 ] 

* and perplexed Steps we labour thorough, to get that 

* which we muft.bid Goodnight to To-morrow; and yet 
' the true and rightful Lancajier had no Finger in this ; 

* for this Earl was not then granted to be of the Houfe 

* of Lancajier^ untill the Pope, by his Bull, had given 

* him that Title ; and himfelf, after he was King, by his 

* Prerogative aflumed it. In this Parliament he was at- 

* tainted of High Treafon, and, with him, John Earl of 

* Oxford^ Thomas Marquis of Dorfet^ J^JP^^ Earl of 

* Pembroke i £rW/Bi(hop of Salijbury^ Pierce Bifhop of 

* Exeter ^xhG h^dy Margaret Countefs of Richmond^ Tho- 

* mas Morton Bifliop of Ely^ Thomas Nandich by the Stile 

* o(7homas Nandich of Cambridge^ Conjurer ', fFilliam 

Knevet 
q Georgjt Buckt Efq; one of the Heralds at Arms, Author of the HU 

^ory o(Kin^ Richard ill, Fo/, i6^j, London. But fm«c reprinted with 

Kotes in Kenneths Collection, 
r Ncgromancer, in the Record* 



Digitized by 



Google 



4o8 The Parliamentary History 

K. RUbMfd III. c Knev$t of Buckingham^ fmeared with the fame Pitch, 

* George Brown of Beachworth^ Thomas Lukenor of Trat- 

* ton^ John Guilford^ John Fogg^ Edward Poinings^ Tho- 

* mas Ficries of Churjimonceuxy Nicholas Gairifordj JVilr 

* Ham Clifford^ John DorreU with others of Kent and the 

* Weft Country. There was further ena6led, for the 

* Approbation and confirming the true and lawful Title 

* of King Richard^ this Claufc or Sentence, 

// is declared^ pronounced^ decreed^ confirmed^ and ejla- 
lltjhedy by the Authority of this prefent Parliament^ That 
King Richard III. is the true and undoubted King of this 
Realm j as well by Right of Confanguinity and Heritage y 
as by lawful EleSfion arid Coronation^ &c. 

Our Author proceeds with this Remark, •. That, in 

* a Place of the Roll of this Parliament, there are Ar- 

* guments to «be gathered, that the two Sons of King 

* Edward were living at that Time, which was at leaft 

* nine Months after the Death of their Father, and fix 

* Months after Richard was declared King. Which, 
[ 3^4 ] * adds he, will import thus much. That if King Rich- 

* ard fufFered them to live fo long, there is no Reafon 
^ why he (hould after make them away; for their Lives 

* could not redlify their Blood or Titles, nor their 

* Deaths advantage him. Neither caq Baftards be 

* dangerous or prejudicial to the true and titular Lord, 

* or lawful Proprietor, be he King or Subje^Sl ; wltnefs 
^ foreign Countries, and England itfelf, which holds 

* Baftard^ incapable of Heritage, Honours, or Offices.' 

Thus far we have thought proper to extract, verba^ 
timj from this Panegyrjft j and ihall only add what 
the Annotator in Kenneths Colleftion remarks on the 
Paffage of Edward*s Children being alive at the Time 
this Parliament was fitting. He fays, * That this Au- 

* thor would have done miich towards the Credit he 

* drives at in his Hiftory, to have fpecified the Place 

* of the Roll, and the Words thereof, whence fuch Ar-r 

* guments might be gathered. For, adds he, ail Hi- 
« ftories relate the Murders to be <:ommittcd befoxe this 
<Time%^ 

I 395 ] Richard was well aware that the propofed UnioT\ 

between the Houfes of Tork and Lancajler^ the Earl of 

« Ktnmt, p. 528. Richmond'*^ 
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Richmond's marrying xh^Vnncds Elizabeth^ was the'^«^'«^«'^' IH< 

greateft Motive the Malecontents to his Goverament 

had to draw in many more indifferent People, not only 

to wi(h for, but to endeavour to bring it about : In order 

therefore to fruftrate this Proje£i:, he took a pious Refo- 

]ution to add Inceil to the reft of his enormous Crimes, " 

by marrying the Princefs Elizabeth^ his cldeft Brotlier*s 

Daughter, himfelf. The Htjiory of Croyland informs 

us that, during the Sitting of his Parliament, Richard,^ 

by fair Promifes, mixed with fome terrible Threats, had 

^t laft prevailed upon the too eafy Queen to fend all her 

Daughters to Court, where they were received by their 

unnatural Uncle with all feeming Tendernefs and AfFec- r c n 

tion. At this Time alfo, the fame Authority tells us, the 1- 39 J 

King got together almoft all the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal in the Kingdom, the Chief of the Members of 

the Houfe of Commons, and the principal Perfons of his 

Houihold, into a private Parlour of the Palace ^, and 

commanded them to take a new-coined Oath, by whom 

framed is uncertain, to be true to the Succeffion of his 

only Son Edward, in Cafe of his Father's Mortality; 

and they were all likewifc obliged to fign their Names 

to it-r — rBut to proceed. 

Mr. Rapin obferves % that Richard called this Par- 
liament at 4 very feafonable JunAure. The Duke of 
Buckingham's Confpiracy feeming entirely ftifled by the 
Death of that Lord, and the Retreat of the Earl of Rich* 
mond % there was not in the Kingdom any Perfon in ^ 
Condition to lift up his Head againft him : So the Par- 
liament, adds he, confifting, no doubt, of Reprefenta- 
tives devoted to the King, declared Edward the Fourth's 
Iflue illegitimate, and confirmed Richards irregular 
JiIe(5lion, with his pretended Right to the Crown. This 
Adl was abfolutely neceffary for Richard's Security; bc- 
fides, fays our Author, the Parliament thereby avoided 
the Trouble of inquiring after the Fate of Edward V. 
whom all England hsd for fome Months acknowledged 
for King. Then an Aft of Attainder was paffed againft 

Ibnry 

q In quodam inferiori Ccenaculo, juxta Ambitum qui ducit ad Cameras JRc- 
gina. Hi ft. Croyl. Cont, />. '570. 

r Rapin ^ Iliftory of England, Fol. Edit. p. 642. 

« Richmond hz6 been waiting upon the ^ffg-//^ Coafts with a few Ships ; 
but, when he was aflured of Buckingham's Defeat and Death, he fii^ikd 
JfA^k into Brittany, WJi, Croyl, Cent, p. 570. 
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Htnry Earl of 
JticbmnJf and 
|iis Adherents^ 
•tUUBted* 

[ 397] 



Vfeful AOl 
faOed, 
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Hemy Earl oF Richmond^ and all his Adherents, by Vir- 
tue whereof all their Eftates were forfeited to the King. 
By this Ad, which declared all thofe Rebels and Trai- 
tors that were concerned in the Duke of Buckingbmm\ 
and the Earl of RUhmond's Confptractes, all the late 
Executions were in fome Meafure juftified ; becaufe ftill, 
adds our Authority, fuch as had fuficr'd were confider'd 
as guilty of the Crime condemned by this Ad. 

The Senfe of another Author ; who, though alfo a 
Foreigner, feems to make a juft Reflexion on this 
Matter, is this ' : * The Decree above being regiftered 
^ amongft the Ads of the Parliament, and by that made 

* authentical in every Part of it, makes it appear that 

* the Kings of England have Power to do what they will, 

* when they are either loved for their Virtues, x>r feared 

* for their Force. As to what concerns Love, there is 

* no Proof of it in this prefent Cafe ; but of Fear, fuffi« 
< cient^ that Terror being the primum Mobile in this 

* Bufinefs.' 

But it muft be allowed that fome other Bufinefs was 
done in this Parliament, befides fettling the Succeffion. 
and paffing the Bill of Attainder. Many wholfome Laws 
very beneficial to the Public were enaded in it ; a plain ; 
Evidence of which is, their (tanding unrepealed in our 
Statute- Books to this Day. Some of the moft remark- 
able we (hall mention* I 

I. * That whereas the Subjeds of this Realm had of 
late been burdened with a new Impofuion, called a Be- \ 
nevoUnciy the fame (hould thenceforth not be exaded.' 
2. * That every Juftice of Peace (hall have Power to 
admit a Prifoner, arreded for Felony, to Bail ; and that 
no Officer (hall feize the Goods of a Prifoner, arrefted 
for Felony, till he be atuinted.'— — 3. ' That no Perfon 
Ihall^be impannelled upon Juries but who hath 205. Free- 
hold, or 26 J. 8^. Copyhold, at the leaft.' 4- * That 

Wine and Oil Veflels {hall contain as follow : Every Ton 
ihall hold 252 Gallops; a Pipe, 126 Gallons ; a TertisOi, 
84 Gallons; aHogOiead, 63 Gallons; a Barrel, 31 Gal- 
lons and a Half; a Rundlet, 18 Gallons and a Half",' 

It was not very long after paffing the A6t againfl Be- 
nevolences, that ^/V/?^r^^ him (elf broke it ; for, on the 
firft News of the Earl of Richmond'^ Invafion, having 

fut- 

t Bicndi, Vol. II. p. ii6. 

tt Statutes ai large, Anno i Rich, III. cap. ii. Hit iv. xiii. 
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fuflSicicntly emptied hitfCofiers, and fcjuandered zwsy^ J^itlmrd nu 
the great Treafurc left by his Brother^ he had Recourie 
to the very fame Means (which be had condemned in 
open Parliament] to procui'e more : And, fays our con- 
temporary Authority, the Word BenfV9lettcej which had 
been ufed with fomuch Contempt, converted itfelf; for 
the King fent out his Creatures, who were Children of 
this World, and therefore wifer than the Children of 
Light, who, by Prayers and Threats, by Hook or Crook, 
fcraped and gleaned together vaft Sums of Money from , 

^Imoft all Sorts of People, and carried it to the King's £ 399 1 
Treafury *. 

This is all we can colIe£l relating to the Tranla&ions 
of this Parliament, either from the Records, Statute^o 
Books, or Hiftorians ; what we have elfe to fay in this 
Reign, is, That a new Invafion happening foon after, 
under the Earl of Richmond, King Richard loft hb ^^^ jHeiardldWtA^ 
and! his Crown in the Battle ofB^wartbj Jug. 22, #485, the Battle «c 
and the Conqueror was proclaimed, at the Head of hh ^fi^f*^* 
Army, King of England, tf r. in the open Fieli. 

Thus fell the laft of the Sons of Richard Duke of JTerkj 
iwhpfe violent Ambition proved the Ruin of him and all 
the Male Line of Plantagenet. Had he been content 
with the Prote6);or(hip he would have had no Enemies, 
but have ended his Days in Peace and Honour, and feen 
the Crown eftabliihed in his Family. It is certain that 
the Hiftorians immediately following thefe Times, in 
Compliment perhaps to the reigning Prince, have given 
us Richard's Chara6ier as black as it could be made* 
Mr. Buck has endeavoured as far to polifb it, and to re- 
prefent hipi a Prince of much better Shape, both in Body 
and Mind, than he has been generally efteemed. Va* 
rious are the Cenfures which have paiTed on his Perform* 
ance; we iball only trouble the Reader with that of 
Dr. Fuller, * His Memory (fays he, fpeaking of King 

* Richard) has met with a modern Pen, who has not 

* only purged, but prajfed, it to the Heighth ; and Pity 
^ it is that fo able an Advocate had not a more meriting 
^ Perfon for his Client V 

The 

X /7/^. Croy/. Cjfff. p. 571, 2. 

y FuIJer^s Wcrthies^ p. 282, in Nortbamptortjhire* Bifliop Kermet, in 
his Notes on Lord rerulam's Hiftory of the fuccccding Reign, remarkf, 
'J'hat, amongik tlw Number of Pcjfons attainted in the fir A Pajjiament of 

Henry 
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K. Ri^baird ni. The celebrated French Writer of Englijh Hiftory, 
. . Raping concludes his Reign of Richard III. in this 

t40o] Manner: . 

* Let us clofe, fays he, the Hiftory of the Plantage- 

* netSy with a brief Recapitulation of the moft memorable 

• Accidents that befell the Kings of this Race, whilfton 
^ the Throne of England, In this Summary of the 

* fourteen foregoing Reigns it will be feen, not without 

• Aftonifhment, perhaps^ that the Happinefs and Glory 

* enjoyed by this Race for above 300 Years, were almoft 

• nothing, in Comparifon of their Misfortunes.' And 
then he begins with a long Detail of dhreful Accidents, 
all tending to prove, that even God Almighty himfelf 
always aSed in Oppofition to an hereditary Title to 
the J&ff^//^ Crown. On which extraordinary Recapi- 
tulation of Events, his Tranflator and Annotator, Mr. 
STiWtf/, has beftowed this juft Refleftion : 

* It were to be wifhed that fo good an Hiftoriao as 

♦ Rapin had been more fparing of God's Judgments, 

• fuch Remarks at beft being a. Sign of great Wcaknefs; 

* but when tHey are built on Falfities in Fad, as is 

• fometimes the Cafe, they are inexcufable. Of this, 

* adds he, we have an Inftance, even in Rapin hirafclf. 

* And, 9s for the long Lift of God's Judgments upoo the 

♦ Houfe of Plantagenet^ it contains nothing extraordi- 
' riary ; nothing but what is very common in this World, 

• and what might eafily be matched out of the Hiftories 

• of feveral other Nations *• 

Penry VIl. was one John Buck, beheaded at BofiaortB, a Relation to 
George Buck^ the Author of the Life o/" Richard HI. which perhaps, adds 
he, was the Reafon why that Hiftorian, in Oppofition to other WritcrJ 
f>n the fame Subject, endeavours to have it believed that King Richard wt) 
^oth a great and a good Man. Kennet't ColleSiion, Vol; 11. p. sSx* 
9 Ra^in*z Hijiory of England, Fol, Edit. p. 647, Note 8. 
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^HE great God of Battles having given Henry Eztl^ngBinryyii. 
jg^ of Richmond a com pleat ViAory over his mortal ^ -. 

Enemy King Richard III. and he being flain in the Field, ^ ^ •* 
the Diadem, for which they botji fought, and which 
Richard wore on his Head that Day, being found, was 
immediately put on Henry^s ; and, according to a Ro^ 
man Cuftom, he was faluted Emperor by the Soldiery 
in the open Field, The Title to a Crown by Conqueft 
jnuft be allowed a very ftrong pne ; but Henry VII. 
would not truft to that, nor folely to the lame Pedigree 
he pretended to claim from John of Gaunty the Source 
of the Lancajlrian Stream, knowing well that it was 
fo obftru£led in the Way. by a Bar of Baftardy, that 
it was impoffible to make it feem clear to the. World *• 
The beft Title he had was by Marriage with the Pnn-jjis Title to tU 
Qck EltTUihethy AiQ&, Daughter to King Edward tV^Cvoytn^ 
and which he was obliged by Compafl to confummate : 
But yet bis inbred. Hatred to the Houfe of York was fo 
great, that he difdained a Power that would then be 
more Matrimonial than* Regal, and fo refolved to reft 
upon the Title of Lancajier as chief ; and, as the great 
Lord Bacon obferves, to ufe the other two, of Conquf it 
and Marriage, as Supporters to it *^. 

With thefe Views Henry took Poffeffion of the Eng^ r ^ 

lijh Crown ; and the Solemnity of his Coronation was *■ ^ '* 
performed, in the ufual Place and Manner, on the 13th 
Day of OSfob^r^ in the Year 1485. The next Year, 
in order to gain a further Sanation to his Title, he cal- 
led 

« For Ih/iry the Seventh's Title to the Crown by Defqent, fee the Life of 
Edward IV. by yohn Habington, Efq; in Kenneth Vol. I. p. 471. 

Philip deCommines, in fpeaking of the violent Proceedings in Richard"'* 
Reign, fays, Le dr£i Roy Richard ne le porta pafs loing ; car contra hi 
efleva Dieu un Ennemyt (et tout en rinjlant) que na^oit ne Croix ne Fille, 
ne nul Droi£%> cpmme je crcy, a le Couronne d'Angleterre ; ne efliihe riens^ 
fori ^ue defa Perfonne efioit bonefie^ et avoit heaucoup fouffert ; car le pluf" 
part de fa Vie avoit ejie Prifonnier, Livre VI, chap. ix. 
. b Polydore Vergil introduces two Prophecies, to confirm Henry ^ Title 
to the Crown, in thefe Words : 

Henricus Principum dtque Populi v'Jfu Rex creatur ; fuit ille Annut 5rf- 
lutiif M.CCCC.LXXXVJ. Henricus Jic Regnum adeptus eft, quod Dei 
Nutu & Conflio geftum^ et prontffum ejjiy vifum eft, quando abbinct id eft^ 
ex hoc An/to Saluiis, i486, Jinnos D.CC.XCVll, Memorise proditum ferun:^ 
Voccm Dtvinitus Cadoualadro ultimo Britannorum Regi, redditam, ejus 
Progeniem rurfus regnaturam. Ifiiut Vocis Fa to Henr:cum diHum Regnum 
vbtinuijje^ Opinio per Animoi JJondn urn jampr idem per-vaferat^ quod et Henri- 
Qm Sextusfuturum pradixerat. Pel, Ve^g. Ang.lliji. Lib. xxvi, p. 566f 
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King Hr»y VII. fed a Parliament, by Writs bearing Date at Wejlmin/tefj 

^'^^^^^ Siptitnbir 15, jtmo Regni fuo primoy to meet at the 

'* • fame Place on the 7th Day <i November following. A 

At fTejhuitjhr, Lift of the Peers, on this other great Revolution in the 

State, is as follows ^ : 



The State of th^Jibn Duke of Sufolkj 



Ptertge* 



yofper ^ Duke of Bedford^ 
iriUieim Earl of Arundeh^ 
John &9ix\ oi Oxford^ 
idmund Earl of Kenty 
WiUiam Earl of Netting^ 



Bdtvard Earl of IFilts^ 
Hichdrd Ezrl Rivers^ 
Thomas Earl of Derby ^ 
JFiUiam Earl of Huntings 

doMj 
Edward Earl of Devon^ 
Ralph Lord Greyftock^ 
nomas Lord Scrope^ of 

Mafham^ 
[ 4^3 ] RUbard Lord BeauAamp^ 

of Beauchampy 
Giorge Lord Nei/iliy of 

Bergavennyy 



Richard Lord Grfjr, 
Richard Lord X)^ Ai Wari^ 
Thomas Lord Lumley^ 
John Lord iSr^^/, of Crf- 

2>A;/Lord Mtnintjoy^ 

John Lord Stourtony 

John Lord S^i/Z^xr, ofDud-^ 

John Lord Denhamy 
Thomas Lord Arundele^ of 

Alaltraversy 
Edward ViTcount Iri/^, 
^flA* Lord Gr^'y, of towisy 
Henry Lord Cliffordy of 

Clifford ''y 
John Rauliffy Lord Fi/%. 

JVilliam Vifcount J?rtf«« 



The Judges. 

Lord Chief Juftice Hufee^ Sir Humphrey Starky^ 

Sir Thomas Br i any 

Sir (?«y Fairfaxy 

Sir 7^A« Ctf/</»y, 

Sir Richard Noely 

Sir J?^^/r Townjhend, 



'ohn Suiiardy 
John Vavafoury 
William Hodoy Attorney* 
General. 

The 



c From Dugdaie*9 &umm$nt f» Parliament f An, t /fwry VII. p. 476. ^f. 

^ y^fP^^ ^^^^ ^^ Pembroke, King H&nry*% Uncle, had been created \>f 
him Duke of Bedford, at his Coronation ; as was alfo Thomas Lord Stait' 
Uy made Earl of Derh, the King*s Father in Law ; and Edward Comrt* 
ney,. Earl of Devon, Lord Bacon^s Henry VIL 

e The Story of the Prefervation of this Lord Clifford from the Fary of 
the Houfe of Tork, who would certainly have facri/iced him for his Fa- 
therms Cruelty, and his being brought up as a Shepherd to this Time, 
having never learned to read or write> is very remarkable. See Dugdale'% 
Burgnt'y^l^ II, - p. 343. 
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The Parliament thus fummoned, and the Lords Spi-'^"Bfl«»»yVil» 
ritual and Temporal, with the Commons, being afl niet^^^^ j^ . ^^ 
at the Place and Time appointed, the new King alfo j^g^, 
fitting in the Throne, the Reverend Father John Alkok^ 
Biftop oiWorceftet^ and Lord High-Chancellor oiEng- ^^Wefimiif^^ 
landt declared the Caufe of the Summons, and' took 
for his Theme the Words following, Intende pro/pen^ 
precede et regna. 

The Intention of which Words he (hewed to the 
Members, ele£led and conftituted, of this. Parliament 
was. That they did not meet there for their own private 
Intcreft and Advantage, but for the Good of the Public 
as well as themfclvesj and wrth what Unanimity, Good- 
will, and Chearfulnefs they each and all promoted and 
procured that End, fo the Utility of the King and King- 
dom, together wirti no fmall Profperity to themfelves, 
would necefiarily follow : And this he (hewed was the 
Meaning of one Part of his Text, Intende profpere. 
The Bimop took Occafion here to mention a great Tu- 
mult at Ronu that was quelled by a certain wife Man, 
called Agrippa^ who told the People a Story of the Event 
of a Difpute between the Stomach and the Members of 
a human Body, as he faid might be read, more at large, 
in Titus Liviusy &c. 

He next proceeded to (hew the continual and perfe- 
vering Fidelity which Subjeds owed to their King ; and, 
on the contrary, whatFai(hfulnefs alfo Kings and Princes 
owed to their Subjefts, in defending them to the utmoft 
of their Power, and in taking Care that Law and Jufticef 
fliould be equally and rightly adminiftered to them all, 
as in the Words of his Text : Deducing alfo this Ex- 
ample, in (hewing fully five good Qualities to be in the 
Government of Bees ; four of which he applied chiefly 
to be in the Subjcfts ; and the fifth, to all good Kings 
and Princes ; who, he faid, fat on high, like the Prince 
of Bees, carrying a (harp-pointed Sting to puni(h Of- 
fenders, faTf. .We are perfuaded the Reader has 
enough of this Prelate's Difcourfe by this Time ; we 
therefore leave him to carry on his Allegory of Bees, 
which he does even to the Honey and Wax of the Hive, 
and proceed to his Direction of the Commons to meet 
the next Morning, in their accuftomed Place, and chufe 
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KiDgH*/»rjVll.a speaker, who they were to prefent to the King fof hij 
Approbation. 

Accordingly, the fecond Day of this Parliament, the 
Efq^chofcn^'^* Commons met and chofe their Speaker, and the Day 
Speaker. after prefented Thomas Lovell^ £fq; to the King for that 

Purpofe ; whofe Excufe for Infufficiency not being al- 
lowed, and making the ufual Proteftation, he was con-^ 
firmed in that Office. 

After this we are told, by the Roll of this Parliament, 
that the King himfelf, with his own Mouth, made an 
eloquent Speech to the ComnK>ns to this £fFe£l : 

He told them * That he was come to take PoiTeffion 
of the Crown of England^ as well by his juft Title of 
Inheritance ^, as by God's true Judgment in giving him 
the Victory over his Enemy in the open Field. He de- 
clared that all his Subjeds^ of whatfoever State, Con- 
dition, or Degree, fhould hold, poflefs, and enjoy, to 
them and their Heirs, all Lands, Tenements, Rents, 
and other their Hereditaments, excepting fuch Perfons 
as had offended his Majefly ; who, according to their 
Merits, would be proceeded againft in this prefent Par* 
liament.' 
in Subfidf. Next follows the Grant of a Subfidy of Tonnage and 
Poundage to the. King, the very fame as was granted to 
bis immediate Predeceifor, and alfo for Life, with the 
ufual additional Tax on Wooll, WqoH -fells, and Hides« 

After this comes an Exemplification of this King's 
Title to the Crown ; which, being drawn up in a very 
coneife Manner, deferves particular Regard^ and there- 
fore we give it at Length as follows : 

« rinO the Pleafure of Almighty God, Wealth, Prof- 

* X P^ri'y> ^"^ Surety of this Realm of England^ 

* and to the fingular Comfort of all the King's Subjeds 
^ of the fame, in avoiding all Ambiguities and Queftions, 

* be it ordained, eftabliflied, and enadled, by this pre- 

* fent Parliament, That the Inheritance of the Crown 

* of this Realm of England^ and alfo of Franci^ with 

* all the Preheminence and Dignity Royal to the fame 
« belonging beyond the Sea, with the Appurtenances 

* thereto in any wife due or appertaining, fhall reft, re- 

* main, and abide in the moft Royal Perfon of our now 

Sovereign 

» Vcf juftum Titulum Hereditantia^ Rot. Pari, x Hen^ Yll. 
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^ Sovereign Lord King Henry VIL and in the Heirs ofKiAgH^«o''V^*^» 

* his Body lawfully coming, perpetually with the Grace 

* of God fo to endure, and in none other.' 

An Aft for annexing to the Crowh the Duchies of 
Lancaftir and Cornwall ; alfo another for freeing front 
Attajndef and Reftitution of Lands, fcfc. to all thofe 
Lords and other Perfons who were attainted by the late 
King Richard,^ in a Parliament held in the firft Year of 
his Reign : And, in Requital for that Favour, next fol- 
lows an Ad in this Parliament for the Attainder of all 
Henr/s Enemies ; the Preamble to which is fo extra* 
ordinary as to deferve this particular Notice. 

* Forafmuch as every King, Prince, and Liege Lord, 
the more high that he be in Eftate and Prehemiaence, 
the more Angularly he is bound to the Advancement of 
that indifferent Virtue, "Jujiice \ and by promoting and 
rewarding Virtue^ and by opprefling and puniihing vice: 
Wherefore our Sovereign Lord calling to his blefled 
Remembrance this high and great Charge adjoined to 
his Royal Majefty and Eftate ; and not oblivious oc 
putting out of his godly Mind the unnatural a«d mi(^ 
chievous and great Perjuries, Treafons, Homicides, and 
Murders, in (bedding of Infants' Blood, with many 
other Wrongs and odious Offences and Abominations 
againft God and Man, and efpecially againft our Sove- 
reign Lord, committed and dojie by Richard late Duke ' 
of Gloucefter^ calling and naming himfelf, by Ufurpa- 
tion, King Richard the Third ; the which, with John 
late Duke of Norfolk^ Thomas Esivl q{ Surrey^ Francis 
Vifcount Lovely IValter Druereuxj late Lord Ferrers^ 
John Lord Zouch^ &c. &c.' 

This A&. of Attainder againft thefe Lords and many 
Commoners, there alfo named, with what is mentioned 
before, was all that was done in the firft Seffion of this 
Parliament ; for we find, by the Record^ that, on the 
1 oth Day of December^ Thomas Lovely Efq; Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, with that whole Body, came 
before the King in Parliament, and there, iii the moft 
humble and refpeftful Manner, befought his Majefty, 
That feeing the Crown of thefe Kingdoms was, by the 
Authority of the prefent Parliament, eftablifhed on him 
and his Iffue, that his Majefty would pleafe to ^fpoufe 
" Vol. 1L D d and 
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Kiaglfa»rjfVILand take to his Bed the moft noble and excellent Priff- 
cefs Elizabethy Daughter to King Edward IV. that, by 
this hapov Match, and by God's Grace^ a Royal Pro- 
geny might enfue, to the great Comfort and Confolatioa 
of the whole Realm. 

The Speaker having ended, all the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal^ then prefent, riiing from their Seats^ 
bowed their Heads towards the King in his Throne, 
and made the fame Requeft ; to whom the King, with 
his own Mouth, anfwered, That he was willing to do as 
they defired him *. 

After this the Chancellor, by the King's Command, 
declared to both Houfes, That his Majefiy wa^ difpofed 
to prorogue this prefent Parliament, for certain Caufes 
him thereunto moving \ and therefore he exhorted the 
Lords and Commons, when they came into their own 
Countries, to take great Care to have Juftice done againft' 
all Offenders of the Laws, Spreaders of Lies and Dif- 
cords, £sfr. that, at their next Meeting, the^King might 
have Reafon to give them fpecial Thanks for their Di- 
ligence therein. He concluded with faying. That be- 
caufc the Feaft of Chrijlmas was approaching, and much 
Buiinefs of Importance was remaining, which could not 
be finifhed in that Time, therefore the King thought 

The Parlkmcnt fit to prorogue this Parliament to the 23d of January 

prorogued. next Coming; and all Manner of Perfons concerned 
were to take Notice, and attend accordingly. 

There is no Notice taken on the Roll of the next 
Meeting of this Parliament, but Bufmefs goes on, in the 
Record^ as if there had been no Intermiilion. The Re- 
verfal of the Attainders oijafper Earl of Pembroke y now 
created Duke of Bedford^ with fome other private Per- 
fons, is the firft Inftrument on Record after the Proroga- 

^^''.^"L^"""' tion. Next follows the Reverfal of the Attainders of 
Henry late Lord Clifford^ H^illiam late Lord Vifcount 
Beaumont y John Vere^ late Earl of Oxford ; the Coun- 
tefs of Richmond^ King Henryh Mother ; Edward^ Son 
and Heir to Henry late Duke of Buckingham; John Lord 
Welh^ with feveral other inferior Perfons. 

Subfequent to thefe is an Article drawn in Form of an 
Oath, uihered in with this Memorandum, ^ That it was 

' done 

a Idem Rex ref/>ondet, Ore proprio, fe juxta eorum Defderia & Rc^uefius 
procedere fuijj'e contentum^ Ror. Pari, j Henry VII. 
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* done for the Reformation of feveral enormous Grimes ^08^'»aV^ 

* and wicked Pradlices in this Realm, as well as for the 

* CorreiSlion and Punilhrnent of the Afiors of them j* 
the Teriol- of which Oath is entered in thefe Words : 

^E Jhallfwear that ye from henceforth JhaU not receive^ 
-^ atd^ or comfort^ any Perfon openly o-curfed Murderer^ 
Pelon^ or outlawed Man for Felony^ by you known fo to be^ 
cr any fuch Perfon let [hinder] to be attached or taken 
therefor by Order of the Law ; nor retain any Man by 
Indenture or Oathy nor give Livery^ Sign^ or Token^ con^ 
irary to the Law ; nor any Maintenance ^ Embracery y Riots^ 
or unlawful jlJfembHeSy make^ or caufe to be madcy or af^ 
fent thereto ; not let^ or caufe to be letted^ in the Execu^ 
tion of any of the King's WritSy on Precepts directed to 
fuch lawful Miniflers and Officers as ought to have Exe^ > 
cution of the fame \ nor let any Man to Bailor Mainprize^ 
knowing and deeming him to be a Felon upon your Honour 
and Worjhip^ S^ help you God and all Saints. 

We are told that not only the Knights and Efquires 
of the King's Hou(hold, but thofe alfo of the Houfe of 
Commons, came before the King and Lords, and took 
this Oath. After they had done, the Peers, both Spi* 
ritual and Temporal, were interrogated by the Lord- 
Chancellor, Whether they were willing to take the fame 
Oath f who all anfwering, as it were with one Voice **^ 
That they were ready, the faid Article, or Oath, was 
real! to them ; and every Lord Spiritual, laying his Right 
Hand on his Breaft, and every Temporal Lord the fame 
on the Book of Gofpels, fwore to obferve and perform 
the fame; to the Number of 13 Bifhops, 16 Abbots^ 
and one Prior; two Dukes, five Earls, and 13 Barons. 

Several A<Sts of Reftitution in Blood come next on 
Retord ; as, of King Henry VL called there this King with Reftitu- 
Henry's Uncle, Margaret late Queen of England^ and tions in Bloodg 
her Son Edward late Prince of IVales. There is alfo a 
particular Aft for reftoring Elizabeth^ late Wife to* £rf* 
ward IV. late Kihg of England ;. though we have not 
found that ever this Queen was attainted in the Reign 
of the laft King, except it was in that AQ. which difm« 
herited her, and baftardized her Children ; Which A<3: 
D d 2 came 

^ ^^fi w"* y^cu Record, 
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King Hrflrr^ VII, came in Queftion by this Parliament; and here it » 
called a falfe and feditiom Bill^ full of falfe and mali- 
cious Imaginations againft all true and good Difpofition, 
After reciting the Preamble to this A61, Pleafe it your 
Nobli Gracey ^c, ^ the whole is annulled, repealed, and 
rendered of no £fFe£t or Force ; to be erazed and 
« avoided out of the Roll and Records of the faid Parlia- 
ment ; and all fuch Perfons as have any Copy or Re- 
membrance of the faid Bill or A(9:, are ordered to bring 
them linto the Chancellor of England^ or utterly deftroy 
them, before the Feaft of Eq/ier next coming, upon Pain 
of Imprifonment, and making Fine and Ranfom at the 

King's Pleafure. It is fomewhat ftrange that, after 

this fevere J^diS made againft the A& of the firft of 
Richard III. it fhould remain upon Record at this Day. 
Tliere are a great many more Afls of AdnuUation and 
Refiitution to Perfons attainted in the Rdign of King 
Edward IV. paffed in this Parliament, the very Titles of 
which would be too tedious for us to mention. In (hort^ 
it feems to have been the whole Bufinefs of this SeiBon; 
for, excepting one public A& for the Importation of 
wrought Silk, and another for the Encouragement of 
the Italian Merchants, there are none c\k that occur in 
An Aa of Re- the whole Catalogue. Laft of all comes a very long AS 
fomption. ^f Refumption, with a Multitude of Provifoes and Ex- 

ceptions, which clofes the whole Account, on the Roll, 
of this Parliament. 

But, to come to a clearer Knowledge of the State 
/ . of Affairs at this great Revolution, it will be neceffary to 
confult a very great Man, the Lord Bacon^ who wrote 
the particular Life of this King: And as this Noble 
Hiftorian had, at his Time, all the Records in the King- 
dom open to him, befides his vaft Abilities, we may well 
fuppofe he wanted no Materials to complete his Work. 
We are perfuaded therefore that this Author's Senfe of 
the Proceedings of this Parliament will be the moft ac- 
[ 404. ] ceptable in hia own Words. He tells us, 

* That, on the 7th of November y the King held his 
Parliament at IVeflminJler ^ which he had fummoned 
immediately after his coming to London. His Ends in 
calling a Parliament, and that fo fpeedily, were chief- 

c See before, p. 387, 395. 
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ly three; firft, to procure the Crown to be entailed Kiog^*»''J'V"' 
upon hirnfelf. Next, to have the Attainders of all of 
his Party, which were in no fmall Number, reverfed, 
and all Afts of Hoftility by thenj done in his Q^iarrel, 
remitted and difcharged ; and, on the other Side, to 
attaint, by Parliament, the Heads and Principals of his 
Enemies. The third, to calm and quiet the Fears of 
the reft of that Party, by a general Pardon ; not being 
ignorant in how great Danger a King ftands from his 
Subje6ls, when moft of his SubjecSls are confcious in 
themfelves, that they ftand in his Danger. Unto thefe 
three fpecial Motives of a Parliament was added, that 
he, as a prudent and moderate Prince, made this Judg- 
ment, That it was fit for him to haften to let his People 
fee, that he meant to govern by Law, howfoever he 
came in by the Sword ; ^nd fit alfo t6 reclaim them to 
know him for their King, whom they had fo lately 
talked of as an Enemy or banifhed Man. For that 
which concerned the Entailing of the Crown, (more 
than that he was true in his own Will, that he would '^'j|j^S"f"^»<>'^ 
not endure any Mention of the Lady Elizabeth, no not^^^ig^ on^/^«ry 
in the Nature of fpecial Entail) he carry'd it otherwifeand his Heirs. 
with greaf Wifdom and Meafure ; for he did not prefs 
to have the Aft penned by way of Declaration or Re- 
cognition of Right, as, on the other Side, he avoided 
to have it by new Law or Ordinance ; but chufe rather 
a kind of Middle- way, by way of Eftablifhment, ; and 
that under Covert and indifferent Words, That the In-^ 
heritance of the Crown Jhouid rejiy rematn, and abide in 
the King^.^c. Which Words might equally be applied, [ 405 ] 
That the Crown fhould continue to him ; but whether 
as having for^ier Right to it, which was doubtful, or 
having it then in Fad and Pofleffion, which no Man 
denied, was left fair to Interpretation either Way. And 
again, for the Limitation of the Entail, he did not prefs 
it to go farther than to hirnfelf and to the Heirs of his 
Body, not fpeaking of his right Heirs ; but leaving that 
to the Law to decide ; fo as the Entail might feem ra^v 
ther a perfonal Favour to him and his Children, than a 
total Difinherifon to the Houfe of York -, and in this 
Form was the Law drawn and pafTed. This Statute 
he procured to be confirmed by the Pope's Bull • the 
Year following, with Mention neverthelefs, by way of 
P d 3 Re^ 
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King Hwrjr VII. Recital, of his other Titles, both of Defccnt and Con- 

queft. So as now the Wreath of Three was made a 

Wreath of Five **, for to the three firft Titles of the 

two Houfes, and Conqueft, were addled two more, the 

r 406 1 Authorities Parliamentary and Papal *.' 

• The King likcwife, in the Reverfal of the Attainders 
of his Partakers, and difcharging them of all Offences 
incident to his Service, and Succour, had his Will an4 
A<^ paffed accordingly. In the Paffage whereof. Ex- 
ception was taken to divers Perfons in the Houfe of 
Commons, for that they were attainted, and thereby 
not legal, nor habilitate to ferve in Parliament, being 
difabled in the higheft Degree : And that it (hould be a 
great Incongruity to have them to make Laws, who 
themfelves were not inlawed. The Truth was, that 
divers of thofe which had, in the Time of King Ruhard^ 
been ftrongeft and moft declared for the King's Party, 
were returned Knights and Burgeiles fpr the Parlia^ 
ment, whether by Care or Recommendation from th^ 
State, 6t the voluntary Inclination of the People | 
many of which had been by Richard III. attainted by 
Outlawries, or otherwife. The King was fomewltaf 
troubled with this ; for though it had a grave and fpe« 
cious Shew, yet it refledled upon his Party: But, wife- 
ly not {heyving himfelf at all moved therewith, he would 
not underftand it but as a Cafe of Law, and wifhed the 
Judges to be advifed thereupon ; who, for that Purpofe, 
were forthwith afiembled in the Exchequer >Chamber| 
which 13 the CounciNChamber of the Judges, and, 
^ . upon Deliberation, they gave a grave and fafe Opinion 

ZiHenrf^ *" and Advice, mixed with Law and Convenience ; which 
Friends leverfed^ was. That the Knights and Burgefles attainted by the 
Courfeof Law, ibould forbear to come into the Houfe, 
till a Law was paiTed for the Reverfal of their Attainders.* 
< It was at that Time ir^cidently moved amongft the 

Judges 

1» Nathaniel Bacon malces it a Wreath ofv fix, vix. By Inheritance, 
War, Elpoufals, Ek^lioii, Gift of Parliament, and, lafi/y, by Pontifical 
Benedi£lion. Bacon m Govfrfitrent, Fol. p. 114. Ed. 1739. 

i The Pop«'s Bull for confirming the Crown to Henrys by virtue of this 
£ntail, is in theCollcftion oi Public ABs, Tom. XU. p. 297. in whichi 
Is this remarkable Exprcflion : Non modo Jure Bei/iy ac notorio & indu' 
hitato praximo Succejficrtis Titulo, •vcrum etiam omnium Pralatoruvty Procf' 
rum, Ma^natum, N' bill urn ^ t9tlufque cjufdem Regni Angliae, Plebit EIeBi»*e 
& VotOy uec non Decreto, Statuio, & Ordinatione ipfiui Angiix^ Pie^^i 
trium Sfatuum in t^Jo CcKveniu Parliamento noncupato. 
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Judges in their Confultation, What Oiould be done fosKia^ Henry VlU 

the King himfelf, who likewifc was attainted j but it 

was with unanimous Confent refojved, That the Crown 

takes away all Defers and Stops in Blood ; and that from 

the' Time the King did ajfume the Crown^ the Fountain 

ivas cleared f and all Attainders and Corruption of Bloo^f 

difcharged. But ncverthelefs, for Honour's Sake, it was [ 407 ] 

ordained by Parliament, That all Records, wherein there 

was any Memory or Mention of the King's Attainder, 

ihould be defaced, cancelled, and taken ofF the File.' 

* But, oh the Part of the King's Enemies, there were ^^^ ^^^ ,^^ 
by Parliament attainted, the late Duke of G/<?z/rj/?^r, his £^5^}^ at- 
calling himfelf Richard 111. the Duke of Norfolk^ theuinted. 
Earl of Surrey^ Vifcount Lovely the Lord Ferrers^ the 

Lorf Zouchy Richard Ratcliffe^ IVilliam Catejby^ and ' 

many others of Degree and Quality. In which Bills pf 
Attainder, neverthelefs, there were contained many juft 
and temperate Claufes, Savings, and Provifoes, weU • 
fhewing and fore- tokening the Wifdom, Stay, and Mo- 
deration of the King's Spirit of Government : And foj? 
the Pardon of the reft that had flood againft the King, 
the King, upon a fecond Advice, thought it not fit it 
fliould pafs byvParliament, the better, being Matter of 
Grace, to impropriate the Thanks, to himfelf; ufing 
only the Opportunity of a Parliament- Time, the better 
to difperfe it into the Veins of the Kingdom : There- 
fore, during the Parliament, he publifhed his Royal Pro-* 
clamation, offering Pardon and Grace of Reflitution to 
all fuch as had taken Arms, or been paticipant of any 
Attempts againft him ; fo as they fubmitted themfelves 
to his Mercy by a Day, and took the Oath 6f Allegiance 
and Fidelity to -him. Whereupon many came out oi^^rto^utt^^t^ 
Sandluary, and many more came out of F^ar, no lefs 
guilty than thofe that had taken Sandluary. 

* As for Money or Treafure, the King thought if 
not feafonable, or fit, to demand any of his Subjects at 
this Parliament, both becaufe he had received Satisfac- 
tion from them in Matters of fo great Importance, and 
becaufe he could not remunerate them with any general 
Pardon, being prevented therein by the Coronation Par- 
don, pafled immediately before : But chiefly, for that 
it was in every Man's Eye what great Forfeitures and 
Corjfifcatioqs he bad at th^t Preftnt to help himfelf; [ 408 ]• 

where- 
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King fl»>y VII, thereby thofe Cafualties of the Crown might in Reafon 
fpare the Purfes of his Subjefls ; efpecially in a Time 
when he was in Peace with all his Neighbours. Some 
few Laws pafled at that Parliament, almoft for Form's 
tawipaflcds Sake; amongft which there was one, to reduce Aliens, 
being made Denizens, to pay Strangers' Cufloms ; and 
another,todraw to himfelf the Seizures and Compofitions 
of Italian Goods, for not Employment, being Points 
of Profit to his CofFers ; whereof, from the very Begin- 
ning, he was not forgetful, and had been more happy 
at the latttr End, if his early Providence, which kept hin^ 
from all Ncceffity of exa£ling upon his Pcople,^coul4 
likewifehave tempered his Nature therein. He added, 
during Parliament, to his former Creations, the Ennoble-^ 
ment, or Advancement in Nobility, of a few others; 
Ahd Prefer* The Lord Chandois of Bretagne was made Earl of Bath^ 
meat!. Sir Giles Dawbeney^ Lord Dawbeneyy and Sir Robert 

Willoughby^ Lord Brooke. 

* The King did alfo, with great Noblenefa and Bounty^, 
which Virtues at that Time had their Turns in his Na- 
ture, rcftore Edward Stafford^ eldeft Son to Henry 
Duke of Buckingham^ attainted in the Time of King 
Richard^ not only to his Dignitres, but to his Fortunes 
and Poffeffions, which were great; to which he was 
moved alfo by a Kind of Gratitude, for that the Dukq 
was the Man that moved the firft Stone againft the Ty- 
ranny of King Richard^ and indeed made the King 4 
Bridge to the Crown upon his own Rujns. Thus thQ 
Parliament broke up.' 

Thus far the Noble Hiftorian. What we have fur- 
ther to add to his full Account, is only an Abitrai^ 
t 4*^9 3 from the Continuation of the H'ljiory of Croyland ^, fo 
often before quoted, which ends in this very Year, re- 
lating to the Proceedings of this Parliament. It is 
there faid, ' That, after King Henry^s Coronation, a 

* Parliament was held at IVeJiminJler^ in which many 
' Things were treated of and done, (it were to be wifli- 

* ed that all were for the' general Good) too copious for 

* this Compendium of a Hiftory: Amongft the reft, 

* thirty Perfons were profcribed, or, more commonly, 

* attainted ^ \ which Aft, though much more mpdeift 

* tha^ 

\ Inter Rfrum Ang. Script. -vet. Ed. Gale, Tom. I. p. 581, 
« Frojcriptiones, qua^ vul^ares Attin^^i vocanf, )bide^)« 
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* than what was done in the Parliaments under the htc^iagHenfyyiU 

* Kings, ^ Richard and Edward^ yet did not pafs with- [ ^o9 J 

* out great Debates, or, to fpeak more plainly, many 

* iharp Difputes and Altercations. O God ! exclaims 

* the Monk^ what Security can Princes have, that their 

* Subjeds will defend their Perfons in the Day of Bat- 

* tie ; when, being forced there, perhaps, by their ab- 

* folute Commands and Threats, the Side they fight 

* for, as is often the Cafe, being worfted, they find 
^ their own Lives, Fortunes, and Eftates, involved in 

* the common Ruin ! In this Parliament, adds our Au- 

* thority, the Crown was fettled on Henryy as his real 

* Right, not from one but many Titles j for he did not 

* claim the Englijh Diadem fo much fropi Blood or 

* Affinity, as from the Right of Conqueft in the Field. 

* There were fome, however, who chofe rather to con- 

* ceal their Thoughts than fpeak them openly ; and the 

* more fo, becaufe, by his own Confent, the King's 

* Marriage with the Princefs Elixabeth^ eldeft Daughter 

* to King Edward^ was there treated on, and agreed 

* unto ; in which Match all the Deficiencies which 

* Henry wanted in Title feemed well filled up/ But 
of this, perhaps, more may be faid in another Place. , 

It is eafy to fee, by this Quotation from our contem- 
porary Hiftoriographer, that he is no Advocate for [ 410 3 
Henryh Title, nor Friend to his Succeffion ; and that, 
if he durft, he would have left us his Thoughts in a 
plainer Manner upon it. But his Hiftory ending, as is 
faid before, in this very Year, we meet with no more 
Refledions about it in that Author. 

It is evident, however, by other Hiftorians, that not- 
withftanding all the Precautions which Henry took t<> 
ftrengthen and fupport bis Title to the Crown, in a Par- 
liamentary Way, yet his Reign was not without fome 
violent Concufljons, which greatly (hook his new-ac- 
quired Diadem. The Partia^ans and Favourers of the 
floufe olTqrk were ftill very powerful and numerous, and 
omitted no Opportunity to exert themfelves inthatCaufe. 
This he feemed well to forefee ; and his Jealoufy on thatH^ury appoints a 
Occafion made him inftitute a Guard of fifty Archers, ^"*^^ *^<*"^'^' 
under the Command of a Captain, to be always near his ^^ ^^* 
Perfon, in Cafe of any fudden Attempt. This was then a 
Oew Thing in £/z^/tf/?^i their Kings, before, were on- 
ly 



Digitized by 



Google 



4^6 Ithe Parliamentary History 

j;m$finiryVII.hr guarded by the Laws and their Subjefls' AfFeaibns* 
But, to take away all Jealoufy of this fmall {landing 
Aroiy, he declared the Inftitution to be perpetual, and 
that it was no more than what he had obferired in hi^ 
£xile to be done by foreign Princes ; that it did n6t be- 
come the Majcfty of a King to be without a Guard j 
for it was requifite to be had, if not of Necefiity, for 
Decency ". An Inftitution that has been kept up, with 
an Addition of fifty more, by all our fucceeding Princes, 
The Reader will hnd that Henrfi Precautions were not 
without Reaibn. 
He Mtrries £//- '" ^^ Beginning of the Year 1486, the Marriage 
vcahtih, Hetreis was foiemnized between King Henry and the Princefs 
eftheHouftof Elizabeth', which was defigned to have entirely united 
^^^* the two contending Titles, fo that no future Efforts 

ihould be made, by either Side, to diflurb h. But 
£ 411 ] yet, this very Year, an InfurrecSion began, raifed by 
the Lord L^vel^ Sir Humphrey Staffordy and his Bro- 
ther; tho', upon the News of an Army coming againft 
them, they difperfed themfelves. 

But a much ttiQt^ dangerous Commotion happened 
In the next Year, under a counterfeit Plantagenet \ one 
Lambert Simnel^ a Baker's Son, being fpirited up to take 
the Name and Title of Edward Earl of fFarwick^ onjy 
Son to George late Duke of Clarence j and then a Pri- 
foner in the Tower. This Impoilure was carried on h 
far, that the counterfeit Prince was aftually crowned 
King of England^ ^c. at Cbrrft-Church^ in Dublin^ the 
Jrijh Nation always greatly 'favouring the Title of the 
Houfe of York. From that Kingdom the new King 
came with confiderable Forces into England^ where he 
was joined by the Earl of Lincoln ® and the Lord Lovely 
Sir Thomas Broughton^ and others;. but, meeting with 
King Henry's Forces near a Village called Stoke^ ia 
Nottinghamjhirey a Battle enfued, in which Henry was 
tMmhri*a¥loi again victorious, the afooefaid Lords, ^r. flain, their 
4efeate(i« upflart King taken Prifoner, and their whole Army cut 

in 

a Biendi, Book IX. page 159. ' 

o This John Earl of Lincoln was Son of yobn de la Poky Duke of Suf* 
folk, by Elixaketh, King Edward the Fourth's eldeft Sifter. Richard I IT. 
in Cafe he bad difabled the Iflties of hit elder Brothers fiom inherttiog the 
Crown, and that himrelf (hould have no Children, bad defigned this Na- 
bleipan to fuccced to the Crown. Francis Vifcount Lovel was hoi^ 
Chamberldia to Richard 111* Lord Bacon, 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ENGLAND. 427 

in Pieces. Thus Lumber fs Pageantry foon came to anKing^MiriVIU 
End, and he himfelf was degraded from his high State 
to be a mean Servitor in the King's Kitchen. 

* For the extirpating the Roots and Caufes of the like 
Commotions in Time to come, the King, fays Lord 
Bacoriy began to find where his Shoe did wring him ; 
and that it was his deprcf&ng the Houfe of York that did 

rancle and fefter the AfFedtions of his People: He there* The Qaeea 
fore, with much Reludlancy, confented to the Corona- «owneJ. 
tion of his Queen, which was done with much Solem-* r .^^ t 
nity at Weflminjler^ foon after his Return from the laft 
Vidlory, but two Years after his Marriage ; which, adds 
our Authority, was like an old Chriftening that h||d ftaid 
long for Godfathers/ 

The next Year feme foreign AfFairs came upon th« 
Carpet, which had like to have ended in a War between 
France and England. The Occafion of it will beft ap» 
pear by the Proceedings of another Parliament, which 
the King was obliged to call by Writs, bearing Date 
September i, to meet at Wejlminjler on the 9th Day of AnnoKegai^^ 
November following, and in the third Year of his Reign« ^^ 
Being all aflemWed, Thomas Morton^ Arcbbiihopqf Cif«* At W^m^. 
ierburyy and Chancellor of England^ declared the Caufe 
cf the Summons in Words to this Kife^t ^ : 

My Lords and Majlers^ 

* ririHE King's Grace, our Sovereign Lord, hath The Lord-Chan- 
< Jl commanded me to declare unto you the Caufes t^^^^u^,^^^ 
5 that have moved him at this Time to fummon this his 

^ Parliament, which I fliall do in few Words ; craving 

* Pardon of his Grace and you all, if I perform itnpt as 
f I would. 

* His Grace doth firft of all let you know, that he 
^ retaineth in thankful Memory the Love and Loyalty 
^ fhewed to him by you, at your laft Meeting, in Efta- 
^ blifhment of his Royalty ; freeing and difchafging of 
f hi$ Partakers, and Confifcation of his Traitors and 

* Rebels ; more than which could not come from Sub- 
f jefts to their Sovereign ki one AQion. This he taketh 

* fo well at your Hands, as he hath made it a Refolution 
f ^p himfelf to communicate with (o loving and well- 

' approved 

^ Lord Bacon^ 
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XiBg^wry VII.C approved Subjefts, in all AfFairs that are of publicNa- 
/ ' ture, at home or abroad. 

[ 4»3 ] * Two, therefore, are theCaufes of your prefent af- 

* fembling ; the one, a foreign Bufmefs j the other, 
^ Matter of Government at home. 

* The French King (as no doubt you have heard) 

• rtiakcth, at this Prefent, hot War upon the Duke of 

* Bretagne, His Army is now before Nantes^ and hold- 

* cth it ftraitly befieged, being the principal City (if not 

• in Ceremony and Preheminence, yet in Strength and 

* Wealth) of that Duchy. You may guefs at his Hopes 

* by his attempting of the hardeft Part of the War firft. 

* The Caufe of this War he knoweth beft. He alledgeth 

* the entertaining and fuccouririg of the Duke of Orleans^ 

* and fome other French Lords, whom the King taketh 

• for his Enemiesl Others divine of other Matters. 

• Both Parts have, by their Ambaffadors, divers Times 

• prayed the King's Aids : The French King, Aids or 

* Neutrality ; the Bretons^ Aids fimply ; for fo their 

* Cafe rcquireth. The King, as a Chriftian Prince, 
' * and blefled Son of the Holy Church, hath offered him- 

* felf as a Mediator, to treat a Peace between them. 

• The French King yieldeth to treat, but will not ftay 

• the Profecution of the War. The Bretons^ that defire 

* Peace moft, hearken to it leaft ; not upon Confi- 

• dence or Stiffnefs, but upon Diftruft of true Meaning, 

• feeing the War goes on. So as the King, after as 

< much Pains and Care to effeft a Peace, as ever he toolc 

• in any Bufinefs, not being able to remove the Pjofe- 

• cution on the one Side, nor the Diftruft on the other, 

• caufed by that Profecution, hath let fall the Treaty ; 
^ not repenting of it, but defpairing of it now, as not 

• likely to fucceed. Therefore, by this Narrative, you 
^ now underftand the State of the Queftion, whereupon 

* the King prayeth your Advice, which is no other, but, 

♦ Whether he (hall enter into an auxiliary and defienfive 

< War for the Bretons againft France? 

r 414 ] * And, for the better to open your Underftandings in 

< this Affair, the King hath commanded me to fay fome- 
^ what to you from him, of the Perfons that do intervene 

• in this Bufinefi ; and fomewhat of the Confequence 

* thereof, as it hath Relation to this Kingdom \ and 

< fomewhat of the Example of it in general; making, 

* nevcrthelefei 
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^ neverthejefs, no Conclufion or Judgment of any Point, KlngHwry Vir 

* untill his Grace hath received your faithful and politic 

* Advices. 

* Firft, for the King our Sovereign himfelf, who is 

* the principal Perfon you are to eye in this Bufmefs ; 

* his Grace doth profefs that he truly and conftantly de- 

* fireth to reign in Peace : But his Grace faith he will 

* neither buy Peace with Difhonour, nor take it. up at 

* Intereft of Danger to enfue j but fhall think it a good 

* Change, if it pleafed God to change the inward Trou- 

* bles and Seditions wherewith he hath been hitherto 

* exercifed, into an honourable foreign War. And, for 

* the other two Perfons in this AtSion, the French King 
« and the Duke of Bretagne^ his Grace doth declare unto 

* you, that they be the Men unto whom he is, of all 

* other Friends and Allies, moft bounden ; the one.ha- 

* ving held over him his Hand of Protection from the 

* Tyrant, the other Having reached forth unto him his 

* Hand of Help, for the Recovery of his Kingdom ; fo 
« that his AfFedion toward them, in his natural Perfon, 

* is upon equal Terms. And whereas you may have 

* heard that his Grace was enforced to fly out oiBretagne 

* into France for Doubts of being betrayed j his Grace 
« would not in any Sort have that reflefl: upon the Duke 

* of Bretagne^ in Defacement of his former Benefits, for 
' that he is thoroughly informed that it was but the 

* Pradice of fome corrupt Perfons about him, during the 

* Time of his Sicknefs, altogether without his Confcnt 

* or Privity. 

* But howfoevcr thefe Things do intereft his Grace [ 415 ] 

* in his Particular, yet he know^th well that the higher 

* Bond that tieth him to procure, by all Means, the 

* Safety and Welfare of his loving Subjefts, doth dif- 

* intereft him of thefe Obligations of Gratitude, other- 
^ wife than thus ; that if his Grace be forced to make 

* a War, he do it without Paflion or Ambition. 

* For the Confequence of this A£Hon towards this 

* Kingdom, it is as much as the French King's Intention 

* is : For if it be no more but to range his Subjedis to. 

* Reafon, who bear themfelves ftout upon the Strength 
' of the Duke of Bretagne^ it is nothing to us : But if. 

* it be in the French King's Purpofe, (or if it ihould not 

* be in his Purpofe, yet if it (hall follow all one as if it 

* were 
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King itm^ VII* < were foudit) that the French King, fhall make a Pro- 

* vincc of oretagne^ and join it to the Crown of France \ 
^ then it is worthy the Confideration, how this may 
^ import England^ as i^ell in the Increafement of the 
« Grcatnefs of France^ by the Addition of fueh a Coun- 
^ try, that ftretcheth his Boughs unto our Seas, as in 

* depriving this Nation, and leaving it fo naked of fo 
^ firm and afTured Confederates as the Bretons havfe 

* always been''. For then it will come to pafs, that 

* whereas, not long fince, this Realm was mighty upon 

* the Continent; firft in Territory, and after in Alliance, 

* in refpeft ^f Burgundy and Bretagne^ which were Gon- 

* federates indeed, but dependent Confederates ; now 

* the one being already caft, partly into the Greatnefs 

* of France^ and partly into that Of Aujlria^ the other is 

* like wholly to be cafl into the Greatnefs of France ; 
( 416 1 ^ and this Ifland ihall remain confined, in EfFed, withiii 

* the Salt- Waters, and girt about with the Coaft Coun- 

* tries of two mighty Nlonarchs. 

* For the Example, it refted likewife upon the fame 
« Qucftion, upon the French King's Intent ; for if Bre* 

* tagne be carried and fwallowed up by France^ as the 

* World abroad (apt to impute and conftrue the Adiions 
^ * of Princes to Ambition) conceive it will, then it is an 

* Example very dangerous and univerfal, that the leffet 
« Neighbour's Eftate ihould be devoured by the greater: 

* For this may be the Cafe oi Scotland towards England^ 
« of Portugal towards Spain ; of the fmaller Eftates of 

* Italy towards the greater ; and fo 6f Germany i or as if 

* fome of you of the Commons might not live and dwell 

* fafely befides fome of thefe great Lords. And the 
^ bringing in of this Example will be chiefly laid to the 

* King's Charge, as to him that was moft intcrefted and 

* molt able to forbid it. But then, on the other Side, 
^ there is fo fair a Pretext on the French King's Part, 

* (and yet Pretext is never wanting to Power) in regard 

* the Danger, imminent to his own Eftate, is fuch, as 

* may make this Enterprize feem rather a Work of Nc- 

* ceiEty than of Ambition, as doth in Reafon corred the 

* Danger of the Example; for that the Example of that 

* which 

q It appears by this how much the growing Orratnefs of France was 
dreaded in thofeDays ; and how much more it is to be feared by England^ 
when both thefe Maritime Dukedoms, of Burgundy and BrttJgntf have 
been long fince annexed to that Crown, 
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which is done in/a Man*s own Defence, cannot be KiogH<«ryVlU 
dangerous, becaufe it is in another's Power to avoid it. 
But, in all this Bufinefs, the King remits himfelf to 
your grave and mature Advice, whereupon he pur- 
pofeth to rely. 

^ For that which may concern Government at home ; 
the King hath commanded me to fay unto you^ 
That hethinketh there was never any King (for the 
fmall Time that he hath reign'd) had greater and jufter 
Caufe, of the two contrary Paffions of Joy and Sor- [ 417 } 
row, than his Grace hath. Joy, in refpe£l of the rare 
and vifible Favours of Almighty God, in girding the 
Imperial Sword upon his Side, and ailifting the fame 
his Sword againft all his Enemies ; and likewife in 
blefling him with fo many good and loving Servants 
and Subjeds, which have never i^Ied to give him faith- 
ful Counfel, ready Obedience, ana couragious Defence* 
Sorrow, for that it hath not pleafed God to fufFer hini 
to (heath his Sword, (as he greatly defired, otherwife 
than for Adminiftration of Juftice) but that he hath 
been forced to draw it fo oft to cut ofF traiterous and 
difloyal Subjeds, whom, it feems, God hath left (a few 
amongfl: many good) as the Canaanites among the 
People of Ifrael^ to be Thorns in their Sides, to tempt 
and try them ; tho' the End hath been always (God's 
Name be bleflfed therefor) that the Deftrudion hatlt 
fallen upon their own Heads. 

« Wherefore his Grace faith, That he feeth that it is 
not the Blood fpilt in the Field that will fave the Blood 
in the City, nor the Marfhal's Sword that will fet 
this Kingdom in perfeft Peace ; but that the true Way 
is, to flop the Seeds of Sedition and Rebellion in their 
Beginnings ; and, for that Purpofe, to devife, confirm, 
and quicken good and wholfomeLaws againfl Riots and 
unlawful AfTemblies of People, and all Combinations 
and Confederacies of them, by Liveries, Tokens and 
other Badges of fa£lious Dependence ; that the Peace of 
the Land may, by thefe Ordinances, as by Bars of Iroih 
be foundly bound in and flrengthened, and all Force 
both in Court, Country, and private Houfes, be fup* 
preiTed. The Care hereof, which fo much concerneth 
yourfelves, and which the N;|turc of the Times doth ui- 
ilantly call for, his Grace<:ommcnd* to your Wifdoms. 

* And 
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KingH^irryvii. c And bcHufc it is the King's Defire that this Peaces 
[ 418 ] « wherein he hopcth to govern and maintain you, do 

* not bear only unto you Leaves for you to fit under the 

* Shade of them in Safety, but alfo ihould bear you Fruit 

* of Riches, Wealth, and Plenty: Therefore his Grace 

* prays you to take into Confideration Matter of Trade, 
*' as alfo the Manufactures of the Kingdom, and to 

* reprefs the baftard and barren Employment of Mo- 

* nies, to Ufury and unlawful Exchanges, that they 

* may be (as their natural Ufe is) turned upon Com- 
^ merce, and lawful and Royal Trading. And like- 

* wife, that our People be fet on Work in Arts and 

* Handicrafts ; that the Realm may fubfift more of 
^ itfelf, that Idlenefs be avoided, and the draining 

* out of our Trcafi^re, for foreign Manufa£lures, ftop- 

* ped. But you are not to reft here only, but to pro- 
^ vide further, tha|i[Mrhatfoever Merchandize fhall be 

* brought in from blyond the Seas, may be employed 

* upon the Commodities of this Land ; \^'hcreby the 

* Kingdom's Stock of Treafurc may be fure to be kept 

* from being diminiihed by any over-trading of the Fo- 

* reigner. 

* And, laftly, becaufe the King is well affured that 
' * you would not have him poor that wifhes you rich, he 

* doubteth not biit that you will have Care as well to 

* maintain his Revenues of Cuftoms, and all other Na- 
^ tures, as alfo to fupply him with your loving Aids, if 

* the Cafe fhall fo require. The rather, for that you 

* know the King is a good Hufband, and but a Steward, 

* in EfFeft, for the Public ; and that what comes from 

* you is but as Moifture drawn from the Earth, which 
^ gathers into a Cloud, and falls back upon the Earth 

* again. And you know well how the Kingdoms about 

* you grow more and more in Greatnefs, and the Times I 

* are ftirring ; and therefore not fit to find the King 
[ 419 ] * with an empty Purfe. More I have not to fay to you 5 

* and wilh that what hath been faid had been better ex- 

* preffed ; but That your Wifdoms and good AfFe<£lions 

* will fupply. God blefs your Doings.' 

It has been obferved elfewhcre in thefe Inquiries, that 
it is no hard Matter to difpofe an Englijh Parliament to 
giv« Money for a War with Frame : But at this Time 

it 
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h was more-than ordinarify their Intereft to it,^ in order KingHfj»ryVil* 
to, prevent the Growth of the French Monarchy,, artd to 
hinder them from making themfelves Matters of the 
puclay of Brittany j which is full of Sea-ports and Ha- 
yens, very well fituated to do much Mifchief to the 
Engltjh^ either by Invafloa or Interruption of Traffic : 
Wherefore the Parliament not only advifed the King 
to efpoufe the Caufe of the Duke oi.Bretagne^ and fend A large Supply 
him fome fpeedy Aid, but unanimoufly V4)ted ^^^^^^g^^l^^P^J^^^^^^ 
a large Supply for that Purpofe ^. Accordingly Robert 
Lord Brooke was fent ovei; to his Aid, with a Body of 
8000 choice Men, well armed ; but it all came to no- 
thing, for the Duke having loft a Battle, and foon 
after his Life, the Englijh Forces were recalled, and the 
Diftridt of Brittany was reduced under Subjeftion to the 
Crown of France \ in which State it hath ever fince re- 
rtiained. 

But to return to the more private Bufinefs of this 
Seffion, in regard to the enacting of Laws for the Good 
of the Compionwealth ; for, according to the Lord- 
Chancellor's Admonition, there were many excellent 
Laws made this Parliament, and as the King. himfelf had 
recommended to them. Lord Bacon hath very elegant- 
ly and judicioufly drawn them all up under their fe- [ 4^0 ] ' 
veral Heads, and we cannot do better than give them ia 
fiis own Words as follow ' : 

* Firft, the Authority of the Star-Chamber, which, A^s palfcdthit 
before fubfifted by the antient common Laws of ^he ^*^^'*'"*'^**^ 
Realm, was confirmed in certain Cafes by Aft of Par- 
liament. This Court is one of the fageft and nobleft 
IViftitutions of this Kingdoni : For in the Diftribution 
of CJourts of Ordinary Juftice, (befides the High Court The Star-Cham* 
of.Parliament) in which Diftribution the King's Bench J'" !*** ^"^^" 
holdeth the Pleas of the Crov^n j the Common Place, ^"^ * 
Pleas Civil ; the Exchequer, Pleas concerning the 
King's Revenue ; and the Chancery, the Pretorian 
Power for mitigating the Rigour of Law, in Cafe 

Vol. II. £ e of 

J" Authors diffjjr much about what this Tax or Sub/idy wa> 5 Polydort 
Vergil writes. That it was a Poll-Tax ; Trihuto injtngula Capita imfopto* 
Old Fabian y and, after him, Hall^ Hollinj^fieady and Stotve, fay it was 
rf Tenth Penny on all Lands and Ooods : But it was more likely the for- 
ifier, bccaufe a Poll-Tax was always odious to the People^ and raifed fu;^ 
a Commotioa in the collefting of it, 

s Lord Bacon in Kcnnet, p, 594, 
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l^%Utmyrti.fiit Extremity, by the Confdence of a good Man : There 
was nererthelels alwats referved a high and prehemi- 
nent Power to the King's Council, in Caufes that 
0iight, in Example or Confequence, concern ^he State 
of the Commonwealth ; which, if they were Criminal^ 
the Council ufed to fit in the Chamber, called the Star- 
Chamber ; if Civil, in the White-Chamber, or White- 
Hall : And, as the Chancery had the Pretorian Power 
for Equity, ib the Star-Chamber had the Cenforian 
, Power for Offences, under the Degree of Capital. 
This Court of Star-Chamber is compounded of eood 
Elements, for it confifteth of four Kinds of Perions ; 
Counfellors, Peers, Prelates, and Chief- Judges. It dif- 
cerneth alfo principally of four K?nds of Cau^s ; Forces, 
Frauds, Crimes various of Stellionate, and the Inchoa- 
tions or middle A£b towards Crimes capital, or heinous, 
not aSually con\mitted or perpetrated^ But that which 
was principally aimed at by this hQ. was Force, and 
the two chief Supports of Force, Combination of Mul- 
titudes, and Maintenance or Headfliip of great Per- 
fons *• 
[ 4ti ] • From the general Peace^ of the Country, the King's 
Care went on to the Peace of the King's Houfe, and the 
Security of his great Officers and Counfellors : But this 
Law was fomewhat of a ftrange Compofition and Tem- 
--. . .' . P*""» That if any of the King's Servants, under the De- 
0^*t?thc U^® ^^ ^ ^"^^^ ^^ confpire the Death of any of the 
•Kuig*s Council, King's CourKit, or Lord of the Realm, it is made Ca- 
pital* This Law was thought to be proTcured by the 
Lord- Chancellor; who, being a ftern and haughty Man, 
and finding he had fome mortal Enemies in Court, pro- 
vided for his own Safety \ drowning the Envy of it in a 
general Law, by communicating the Privilege with all 
other Counrellors and Peers, and yet not daring to ex- 
tend it further than to the King's . Servants in Check- 
Roll, left it Ihould have been too harih to the Gentle- 
men, and other Commons of the Kingdom, who might 

have 

t It is to be obimcd that, BotwitkAtn^of Lord Saton'B high ChanSta 
qf this new Court of Jufticej yet it was looked upon, in a /iicceedins Reipt* 
as no better than an A€i of great Tyranay ; though begun by a King d* 
Fafl^w and confirmed by a Parliament. This Court confifted of Couniei* 
}ora, Peers^ Prelates, and Chief Judges } it took Cognizance of Forces, 
Frauds^ Advances towards heinotts and capital Crimes, not adluail^ ccn- 
Iftictcd, 
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have thought their aniient Liberty 9^ t^ GkmeOcy ^KtartfiMyyit. 
the Laws of England invaded, if the Wiil^ in aay C^fir Of 
Felony, (hould be made the Deed. And m the R^. 
fon which the Aa yieldelh (that is to fiiy, That he that 
ooai{Hreth the Death of CoimfirUors rmy be thought in- 
diroftly, and by a Means, to coorpire the Oefith ^ tht 
King himfel^) is indifferent to all S«bje£t9» as well a| 
to Snvants in Couct. However it fecfs»s this faflioed tfl^ 
ferve the Lord-Chancellor's Turn at thisTitfiti b^t 
yet he lived to need a general Law» for that he greW 
afterwards as odious to the Country* as be wa9 then !• 
the Court. 

* From thePeace of the King's Houfe, the King's Car4 
extended to the Peace of private Houfes and Families ; 
for there was an excellent moral Law siouided thus i 
The taking and carrying away Women forcibly, and 

agatnft their Will,{except Female Wards and ^ond Wo- ^ ^ ^^ h 
ttien) was made Capital. The Parliament wifely and 
iuftly conceiving, that the obtaining of Women by Forct |^^^ 
mto Pbfieffion (howfoever afterwards Aflent might fol« ' 

low by Allurements) was but a Rsp^ drav^n forth ki 
Length, becaufe the firft Force drew on all the reft. 

* There was made alfo another Law for Peace in ge- ^ . . 
ncral, and rcprcfBng of Murders and MaA«- Slaughters^ *^^"*^ 
and was an Amendment of the Common Laws of th<r 
Realm, being this : That whereas, by the Commoit 

Law, the King's Suit, in Cafe of Homicide, did expe£l 
the Year and the Day allowed to the Party^s Suit by 
Way of Appeal ; and that it was found, by Experience, 
that the Party was many Times compounded with, and 
many Times wearied with the Suit, fo that in the £nd 
fuch Suit was let fall, and by that Time the Matter was 
in a Manner forgotten, and thereby Pi>oftcution, at th^ 
King's Suit by Indidment, (which is ever be&^flagrants 
Crimim) hegleded ; it was ordained, That the Suit by 
Jndidment might be taken as well at anjr Time within 
the Year and the Day, as after» not prejudicing never* 
thelefs the Parties' Suit. 

< The King began alfo then, as well in Wifilom as in HaWkUt U 
Juftice, to pare a little the Privilege of the Clergy, or*- ^«"By» 
d^ining. That Clerks convided (hould be burnt in the 
Hand, both becaufe they might tafte of fome corporal 
Ee a Pu- 
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KiaglKwrjrVll.Puniihrtient, and' that they might carry a Brand of In- 
famy. But, for this gobd Ad's Sake, the King himfelf 
was after branded by Perkin's Proclamation, for an exe- 
crable Breaker of the Rites of Holy Church. 
* * Another Law v/zs made for the better Peace of the 
Country ; by which Law the King's Officers, and Far- 
mers were to forfeit their Places and Holds, in cafe of 

Rioti unlawful Retainer, or partaking in Riots and unlawful 

AiTemblies. * . . < . 

' * Thefe were the Laws that were made for repreffiog 
of Force, which thofe Times^did* chiefly require; and 
were fo prudently framed, as they are found fit for all 

[ 4*3 ] fucceeding Times, and foxontihue to this Day, 

; ' There was alfo made good and politic Laws in that 

AndUfury. Parfiament agaiflfl Ufury^; which is the Baftard Ufexrf 
Money ; and againfl unlawful Chievances and Exchan- 
" ges, which is Bailard Ufury \ and alfo for the Security 
of fhe King's Cuftoms, and for the Employment of the 
Procedures of Foreign Commodities, brought in by 
Merchant- Strangers, upon the Native Commodities of 
fhe Realm ; together with fome other Laws of lefs Im- 
portance.' 

, But, notwithflanding thofe good and falutary Laws 
were,, by the Three Eftates,,ena£led, yet the People 
were fo far from being well reconciled to the Govern- 
ment>that they feeitied to watch all Opportunities to re- 
bel againfl it. Accordingly, when the King's Com- 
{niifioners came down to levy the Subfidy in York/hire and 
An Infurreaion the Bifhoprick oi Durham^ the Inhabitants began to mu- 
in the North, i\ny\ faying Openjy, That they had lately endured a 
thoufend Injuries, and that they neither could nor would 
pay the 5'ax demanded.' This was their Pretence ; but 
Lord Bacon obfcrves that the Retufal did not proceed 
from any prefent Neceflity, but from the old Humour 
of thofe Countries, where the Memory of King ^/V^&^ri 
w;is fo flrong, that, Ijke Lees, it lay in the Bottom of 
Men's Hearts ; 'anil if the Veflel was but ftirred, it would 
, come up*. The Commiffioners, being fomewhat aflo- 
njfhQd, referred tlie Matter to the E^tI of Northumlfer- 
Iand, vvho was the principal Maii for Authority in thofe 
Parts, 

. t Lord Bacon, p. 595 ■'— — //^//'s Chronicle, Henry VII, Fol. xvi, ■ ■ 
• Grafton, p. 807, 6^c, * ' ' 
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Parts. The Earl inftantly informed the Court of it, Kingfl^ry VIL 
and fignified in plain Terms how boifterous thefe Nor- 
thern People were, and defired the King's Direftions 
about the Affair. Henry being, as the Saying is, as ftiff t 4H J 
as they were fturdy^ fent back a peremptory Anfwcr, 
That he would not abate one Penny of a Subjidy which 
had been granted him by Parliament^ becaufe it might en* 
courage other Counties to expeSf the like Releafe^ or Mi^ 
ligation, y but ^ chiefly^ becaufe he would never fujffer that 
the bafe Multitude Jhould frufirate the Authority of Par-^ 
liamentj wherein their Votes and Confents were included'* 

Upon this Difpatch from Court, the Earl aflembled 
the principal Juftices and Freeholders of the. County, 
and delivered the King's Mind to th^m in the vcr)' fame 
inf^erioiis Language it was fent ; which (hould not have 
been fo, but that, as Lord Bacon obferves, this harih 
Bufinefs was unfortunately fallen into the Hands of a 
harih Man. In (hort, it proved fatal to himfelf ; for 
this Meflfage did not only irritate the People greatly, but 
made them conceive that the Deliverer of it was the prin- 
cipal Contriver and Perfuader of the Council. A Mob, 
or Rabble of People, rofe inftantly upon it, and, alTailing 
the Duke in his Houfe at Topdiff^ in Yorkjhire^ flew hira 
and feveral of his Servants. 

Nor did it ftop here ; for the Rabble creating for their * S 

Leader one Sir fohn Egremond^ a fadious Perfon, and 
one who, for a long Time, had borne the King an Ill- 
will, being animated alfo by another Incendiary, a 
mean Fellow, called fohn a Cbamhre^ who bofe a prin- 
cipal Sway amongft them, they broke out into an open 
Rebellion ; and gave out, in flat Terms, that they would 
march againft King Hinry^ and fight for the Mainte^ 
nance of their Liberties. ^ - 

When the King was advertifed of this new Infurrec- 
tion, (which, fays the Noble Hlftorian, was a Fever 
which aimoft took him every Year) according to his 
Manner, he feemed little troubled at it, but fent doWn 
the Earl of Surrey with a fufficient Force againft the Re- 
bels, who fought with and defeated them, taking Pri- * 
foner one of their Leaders, John a Chamhrt \ the other, • -p ^ ^ ^ 
Sir John Egremond^ found Means to efoape into Flan-- L 4 > J 
ders to the Lady Margaret^ Duchefs of Burgundy^ whofe Which i» fup* 
E e 3 ConrtprcOcii, 
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ato|ji<wyva Court wss then aa AfyliMa for aU the £oemi9S to Kint 

And the Chiefs ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ Defeat the King came down to Tiri^ 
eMoitvd. ^rhere J^bn a Ckambn was executed in great Sutej for 

he was hanged upon a Gibbet^ raifed a Stage higher 
than a Pair of fquare Gallows, in the Midft of which 
it was placed ; and, as a Traitor paramount, he was 
naounted, whilft the chief of bis Accomplices were bang- 
9Bd on a lower Story round about him. The refi of the 
Rebels were pardoned ; and the King having well fettled 
thefe Northern Commotions, returned to London^ leaving 
the Earl of Surny bis Lieutenant in thofe Parts, an4 
^ir Richard Tt$nfial for bis pririci{»al Commi$ofler to 
kvy the Subfidy i of which, adds th^ Noble Hiftorian, 
lie did not remit one Denier. This iDfurraSion bsp* 
pened ia tKe Year 1489* 

At the End of this fourth Year of his Reign, the King 
thdugbt fit to call another Parliament, but the expreU 
Time is nor nentioned'in DngdaU \ for the Summons 
fo th]f» and the Parliaments in the P»o i^icceeding 
Vetrs, are not to be found on the RaHs"^. However 
the StatittM'B^itis fay it began 00 the ijtb of jMuarjt 
jfutto Regni 4. 
4000 l^egDi 4. Lord B4t^9n obierves. That the King, did not call this 
1489.90. pariiament fo ibon after the laft, for any particular Oc- 
cafion of State ; but becaufe (he forn^er Parliament bci 
ing ended fomewhat (00 fuddenly, in regard of t|iePre* 
poration for Brittai^% he thought he hs^d not remune* 
irated his People fufficiently with good Laws^ which 
tvtmiore was his Retribution for Treafure. But tho' 
the Stile of our Npb]e If iftorian be fomewhat too ftiff 
r 426 ] fof tl^efe Times, yet his Matter and Connexion are fo 
confonafit to this Defign, that, we (hall nfiake no Apo-r 
kwy for another long Quotation frpm htni) in \\is own 
Words, as follows : 

* The King finding, by the Infurrcflion in the Nort^li 

there was bitoontjtiitmpnt abroad, in rcCpcQt of the Sub? 

Paws made ia fidy, he thought it gppd to give his Subje(£is yet farther 

thu Pairliameat. Conlctttment.and pomfort in that Kind. Certainly bis 

1rimes< fo| good Commpovfe$^lth's X«aws did excel; fo 

^ as 

n Anno 4, 5, & 6 ///«. VII. NuJlf Swnmnitieaei recordgu, P^jr 

dale*! Supaooos to Pai Jiamentt 
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9s be may juOly be celebrated for the beft Law-g^ver to KtoiJ^HNy V||, 

this Nation, after King Edward I. For his Laws (whp 

fo marks them well) are deep, and not vulgar $ not 

made upon the Spur of a pau-ticular Occa&on for the 

prefent, but out of Providence of the future, to mak-e 

the Eftate of his People ftill more aiid more happy, af-« 

ter the Manner of the Legifla^tors in antient and beroicsd 

Times. 

^ Firft, therefore, he made a Law fuitable to his own . 
A£is and Times : For as himfeif had, in his Perfon and 
Marriage, made a final Concord in the great Suit and 
Tide for the Crown, fo by this Law be fettled the like . 
Peace and Quiet in the -private Pofieffions of the SubjeSs; 
ordaining. That Fines thenceforth fhould be foal, tOj^^^j ^ 
conclude all Strangers' Rights j and that, upon Fines le*Fmes« 
vied and folemnly proclaimed, the Subjed fhould have 
his Time of Watch for five Years after bis Title accrued i 
which, if he fore-pafled, his Right ihquld be bound for 
ever after; with feme Exceptions, neverthelefs, of Mt* 
nors, married Women, and fuch incompetent Perfons, . 

^ This Statute did, in £fFe£t, but reftore an antient 
Statute of the Realm, which was itfelf alfo made but in 
Affirmance of the Common Law. The Alteration had 
been by a Statute, commonly called thi Stattttt^fNw^ 
Claimy made in the Time of Edward IIL And furely 
this Law was a Kind of Prognofttc of the good Peace 
which, fmce his Time, hath for the moft Part continued r ^. -i 
in this Kingdom untiil this Day : For Statutes of Ncm^ ^ 
Claim are fit for Times of War, when Mens' Heads are * . 
troubled, that they cannot intend, their Eftate ; but 
Statutes that quiet Pofieffions are fitteft for Times of 
Peace, to extinguifli Suits and Contentions, which is 
one of the Banes of Peace. 

< Another Statute was made,of fingular Policy, for theThe Soldiery. 
Population apparently, and (if it be thoroughly confi* 
dered) for the Soldiery and Military Forces of the Realm. 

* Inlcofures at that Time began to be more frequent, 
whereby Arable Land, which could not be manured 
without People and Families, was turned into Pafture^ 
which was'eafily rid by a few Herdfmen; and Tenanciea 
for Years, Lives, and at Will, whereupon much of the 
Yeomanry lived, were turned into Demefnes. This 
bred a Decay of People, and, by Confequence, a Decay 
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KingHemyViUcf Towns, Churches , Tythes, and the liko. The King 
iikewile knew full Well, and in nowife fofgot, that there 
enfued withall, upon this, a Decay and Diminution of 
of Subfidy and Taxes ; for the more Gentlemen, ever 
the lowftr Books of Subfidies. In remedying of this In- 
convenience the King's Wifdom was admirable, and the 
Parliament's at that Time. Inclofurcs they would not 
forbid, for that had been to forbid the Improvement of 
the Patrimony of the Kingdom ; nor Tillage they would 
not compel!, for that was to ftrive with Nature and Uti- 
lity : But they took a Courfe to take away depopulating 
Inclofares, and depopulating Pafiurage, and yet not by 
that Name, or by any imperious exprefs Prohibition; but 
J -. by Coniequence. TheOrdinance was. That all Houfes 

Land "'*' ^ • ^ Hufbandry, that were ufed with 20 Acres of Ground 
and upwards, fhould be maintained and kept up for ever ; 
together with a competent Proportion of Land to be ufed 
[ 4?8 1 and occupied with them, and in nowife to be fever'd from 
them ; as by another Statute, made afterwards in his 
SucceiTor's Time, was more fully declared. This, upon 
Forfeiture, to be taken, not by way of popular A<^ion, 
but by Seizure of the Land itfelf, by the King and Lords 
of the Fee, as to Half the Profits, till the Houfes and 
Lands were reftored. By this Means the Houfes being 
kept up» did of Neceffity inforce a Dweller ; and the 
Proportion of Land for Occupation being kept up, did 
of Ncccflity forte that Dweller not to be a Beggar or 
Cottager, but a Man of feme Subftance, that might keep 
Hinds and Servants, and fet the Plough on going. This 
did wonderfully concern the Might and Manhood of 
the Kingdom, to have Fermes, as it were, of a Standard 
fufficient to maintain an able Body out of Penury ; and 
did, in EfFedl, amortize a great Part of the Lands of the 
Kingdom unto the Hold and Occupation of the Yeo-^ 
manry, or middle People, of a Condition between Gen- 
tlemen and Cottagers or Peafants. Now, hdw much 
this did advance the Military Power of the Kingdom, is 
apparent by the true Principles of War, and the Ex- 
amples of other Kingdoms ; for it hath been held by 
the general Opinion of Men of befl Judgment in the 
Wars, (hftwfoever fome have varied, and that it may 
receive fome Diftinclion of Cafe) that the princ?ipal 
Strcngth'of an Army coqfiftet'h in the Infantry or Foot.- 
' » And 
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And to make good Infantry, it requireth Men bred, not King K*«rjrVir^ 
in a fervile or indigent Fafhion, but in fome free and 
plentiful Manner : Therefore, if a State run moft to 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, and that the Hu(band-Men 
and Plough-Men be but as their Work-Folks and La- 
bourers, or elfe meer Cottagers, (which are but Houfe- 
Beggars) you may have a good Cavalry, but never good 
ftable Bands of Foot ; like to Coppice-Woods, that if 
you leave in them Staddles too thick, they will run to 
Bufhes and Briars, and have little clean Under- Wood. 
And this is to be ken m France and Itafy^ and fome [ 4*9 1 
other Parts abroad ; where, in Effeft, all is Nobleffe or 
Peafantry. I fpeak of People out of Towns, and no 
«niddle People ; and therefore no good Forces of Foot : 
Infomuch as they are inforced to employ mercenary 
Bands of Switzersy and the like, for their Battalions of 
Foot : Whereby aJfo it came to pafs, that thofe Nations 
have much People, but few Soldiers. Whereas the 
King faw that, contrariwife, it would follow, that Eng- 
^and^ though much lefs in Territory, yet fliould have 
infinitely more Soldiers of their native Forces, than 
thofe other Nations have. Thus did the King fecretly 
fow/fy^r^'s Teeth, wherefrom (according to the Poet's 
Fidion) fbould rife up armed Men for the Service of 
the Kingom. 

^ The King alfo, (having Care to make his Realm The Wine 
potent, as well by Sea as by Land) for the better Main- Trade, 
tenance of the Navy, ordained, That Wines and Woads, 
from the Parts of Gafcoigny and Languedoc^ fliouId not 
be brought but in Englljh Bottoms ; bowing the antient 
Policy of this Eftate, from Confideration of Plenty to 
Confideration of Power. For that almpft all the antient 
Statutes incite by all Means Merchant-Strangers to 
bring in all Sorts of Commodities ; having for End 
Cheapnefs, and not lookirtg to the Point of State con- 
cerning the Naval Power. 

' The King alfqr made a Statute in that Parliament - • 
Monitory and .Minatory, towards Juftices of Peace, Jufliccs of Pcac^ 
that they fliould duly execute their Office ; inviting Com- 
plaints againfl them, firft to their Fellow- Juftices, then 
to the Juftices of Affize, then to the King or Chancel- 
lor ; and that a Proclamation, which he had publiftiod 
a^ that Tenor, fliould be read in open SciTions four 

Times 
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Kiagir»r;iril, Times a Year, to keep them awake : Meaning alfo te 

have his Laws executed, and thereby to reap either 

r 4^0 1 0^^<lic<^cc or Forfeitures, (wherein towards his latter 

Times he did decline too mucfi to the Left Hand) he 

did ordain Remedy againft the Pradice that waa grown 

Fenal Uwi, Jn Ufe, to ftop and damp Informations upon Penal Laws, 
by procuring Informations by CoUufion to be put in by 
the Confederates of the Delinquents, to be faintly profe- 
cuted, and let fall at Pleafure, and pleading them in bar 
of the Informations which were profecuted with EfFed. 

Qoium^ * ^^ made alfo Laws for the Corre&ion of the Mint 

and counterfeiting of foreign Coin current : And that 
no Payment in Gold fhould be made to any Merchant- 
Stranger, the better tokeepTreafure within the Realm ; 
for that Gold was the. Metal that lay in leaft Room. 

WooUea Mann* * He made alfo Statutes for the Adaintenance of Dra- 

iiAvax, pcry, and the keeping of WooUs within the Realm ; and 

not only fo, but for ftinting and limiting the Prices of 
Cloth ', one for the finer, and another for the coarfer 
Sort. Which I note, both becaufe it was a rare Thing 
to fet Prices by Statute, efpecially upon our Home- 
Commodities ; and becaufe of the wife Model of the 
Ad, not prefcribing Prices, but ftinting them not to 
exceed a Rate, that the Clothier might drape accord- 
ingly as he might afford. ' 

* Divers other good Statutes were made that Parlia- 
ment ; but thefe were the Principal. And here I do de- 
fire tbofe, into whofe Hands this Work (hall fall, that 
they do take in good Part my long infifting upon the 
Laws that were made in this King's Reign; whereof I 
have thefe Reafons : . Both becaufe it was the prcheihi- 
nent Virtue and Merit of this King, to whofe Memory 
I do Honour ; and becaufe it hath Tome Correfpondence 
to my Perfon ; but chiefly, becaufe (in my Judgment) 
it is fome Defeft even in the beft Writers of Hiftory, 
that they do not often enough fummarily deliver and fet 
down the moft memorable Laws that pa(&d in the 
t 43' 3 Times whereof they write, being indeed the principal 
A&$ of Peace : For tho* they may be had in original 
Books of Law themfelves ;' yet that informeth not the 
Judgment of Kings and Counfellors, and Pcrfons, of 
£Aate^ fo well as to fee them defcribed, and entered in 
the TabI? 9pd Poumait of the Ticpest' 

Mo«C 
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Menf. Rapin takes no Manner of Notice of this Ptr* King AarjrVU* 
liament. His Aonotator hath given us the Heads of fome 
more Statutes made in it ; but there were ftill others» in 
JS.eferenoe to the Chufch, which are not taken Notice 
of by Lord Bacmi but are what we think proper juft to 
mention. 

/iVy?, An Aa was paffed, « That all Letters Patent Mi^oaiHoufct 
^ granted to any Religious Houfes, for difcharging them 
^ from the Payment of Tythes, Ihould be void and of 
^ no Effed. 

Next J * Becaufe People were emboldened by the Be- Muite ani 
^ nefit of the Clergy, to commit Murder, Robbery, ifc. Robbeiy. 
^ To prevent this Inconvenience, this Privilege is re-» 
^ ftrained to the firft Offence, and new Penuties en- 
^ a5led againft Offenders in fuch Cafes '/ 

We have now a Gap of Time for three Years before 
we meet with an Account of another Parliament ; in 
which Interval, the Exigencies of Sute had rendered k 
jeibfolutely neceflary to have a Quarrel with Prana. 
' We mall pa(s over fome Altercations, in the Noble 
Hiftorian, between Henry and the French King, tend- 
ing more towards fliewing a deeper. Reach in Politics^ 
than any real Defign to enter into an adual War with 
each other. A more particular Account of which will be 
0S well feen in the Proceedings of the next Parliament *; Anno Regiu 7. 
which the ^ing found himrelf obliged to call by Writs, i49»« ^ 
bearinz Date at Wejiminfiery Auguft 12, to meet at the Ml^tftminfitr^ 
fame PlaCe on the 17 th of O^oher following. 

The £rft Writ to the Peers is direfted to his mofl r A12 1 
dear iirft-born Son Arthur^ Prince of WaU^t ^c* 4 l 43 J 
Child then about two Years of Age "f. 

At the Time appointed, being all aflembled as ufual, 
fhe King himielf fppke to them, from the Throne, in 
thefe Words : 

My Lords, and you tt^ Commons, 
JJ^REN I purfofed to make. a War in Brittany l^ »j^The King's ^ 
'^ Lieutenant^ 1 made Declaration thereof to you by Spwfch at open- 
my Chancellor ; but now that I mean to make, a War upon *"5 ^^ ^^«» 
France in Perfon^ I will declare it to you myfelf.. That 

War 

X Statutes j^ Henry VII. cap. v. liii. C«//iVr's EccUf, Htfl^ p. 703, 
J Dugtfait\ Sunwifns, Aono 7 fienry Yll. p. 480^ 
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King HMrj^ VII. Tf^ar was to defend another MarCs Rights hut Tb!s is t9 
recover our own ; and That ended by Accident ^ but we hope 
mis Jhall end in Victory, 

The French King troubles the Chriftian World. Thai 
which he hath' is not his own^ and yet he feeketh more, 
. He hath invefted himfelf of Brittany. He maintaineth 
the Rebels in Flanders, and he threateneth Italy. ^Fqt 
eurfelves^ he hath proceeded from Dijfimulation to NegleSf^ 
and from liegleSl' to Contumely. ' He hath ajfailed our 
Confederates ; he denieth our Tribute, In a Wordy he 
feeks War ; fo did not his Father^ hut fought Peace at 
our Hands j and fo perhaps will he^ when good Counfel^ 
cr Time^ fhall make him fee as much as his Father did. 
Mean while ^ let us make his Ambition our Advantage ; 
and let us not Jland upon a few Crowns of Tribute or 
Acknouuledgementy hut (by the Favour of Almighty God) 
try our Right for the CroijOn of France itfelf; remem- 
bering that there hath been a French King Prifoner m 
England, and a King of England crowned in France! 
Our Confederates are not diminifhed. Burgundy is in A 
mightier Hand than ever^ and never moire provoked, Brit- 
tany cannot help uSy but it may hurt them, New Ac- 
quejls are more Burden than Strength. The Malecontents 
r 433 1 ?/* *^^ ^w* Kingdom have not been hafe^ popular^ tjor 
^ titulary Impoflors; hut of an higher Nature. ' The King 

of Spain (doubt ye not) will join with us\ not knowing 
where the French King's Ambition will Ji ay. Our Hoi] 
• Father the Pope likes no Tramontanes in Italy. But how- 
foever it be^ this Matter of Confederates is rather to ti 
thought on than reckoned on ; for God forbid but Eng- 
land fhould be able to get Reafon of France xvithout i 
Second. 

At the Battles of Creffy, Poifiiers, Agincourt, we 
were of ourfelves, France hath much People' and few 
Soldiers. They have no Jiable Bands of Foot, Some good 
Horfe they have ; but thoje are Forces which ^re leafi fit . 
for a defenfwe Wary where the Anions are in the Affail^ 
ants^ Choice, It was our D if cords only that Idfi France \ 
and (by the Power of God) it is the good Peace which we 
now enjoy y that will recover it. God hath hitherto blejfed 
my Sword. I have, in this Time that 1 have reigned'y 
weeded out my bad Subje^s and tried my good. My People 
and J know one another^ which breach Confidence. And 
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if then JhouU be any bad Blood left in the King4om^ fiH^ngBenrjVllf 

honourable foreign fVar will vent it^ or purify it. In 

this great nufinefs let me have your Advice and Aid, If 

qny of you yjere to make his Son Knight^ you might have . 

jlid of your Tenants by Law, This concerns the Knight^ 

hood and Spurs of the Kingdom^ whereof I am Father ; 

and bound not only to feet to maintain ity but to advance 

it. But for Matter of Treafure^ let it not be taken from 

the poorer Sort ; but from thofe to whom the Benefit of 

the War may redound, France is no Wildemefs ; and /, 

that profefs good Hufbandry^ hope to make the IVar^ after 

the Beginnings^ to pay itfelf. Go together in God's Name^ 

and lofe. no Time j for I have called this Parliament wholly 

for this Caufe, 

' Lord Bacon obfervcs, * That the Parliament took 
Fire immediately at this Speech, being ever aiFe£kionate 
to a War with Prance; but at this Time the more (o^ r a»a 1 
in order to repair the Diihonour they thought the King 
had fuftained by the Lofs of Bfittany, 

. * Therefore they adyifed the King, with great Ala- a War with 
crity, to undertake the War oi France, And although Frtf^^^ rcfolvcd 
the Parliament confifted of the Firft and Second Nobi- °°« 
lity, together with the principal Citizens and Towns- 
men, yet worthily and juAly refpeding more the People, 
whofe Deputies they were, than their own private Per- 
fons ; and finding, by the Lord -Chancellor's Speech, the 
King's Inclination that Way, they confented that Con)- 
miffioners ihould go forth, for the gathering and levy- 
ing of a Benevolence from the more able Sort. This 
Tax,. called Benevolence, was devifed by ^^w^''^ IV. ^^^^^^J^^'^^J^ 
for which he fuftained much Envy. It Was abolifliediiament, 
by Richard III. by AA of Parliament, to ingratiate 
himfelf with the People ; an^ it was now revived by. 
this King, but with Confent of Parliament ; for fo it 
was not in the Time of King Edward IV. But by 
this Way he raifed exceeding great Sums ; infomuch as 
the City of London, in thofe Days, contributed 9000 /. 
and better, and that chiefly levied upon the wealthier 
Sort, There is a Tradition of a Dilemma that Bifhop 
Morton^ the Chancellor, ufed to raife up the Benevo- 
lence to higher Rates ; fome called it his Fork, and 
fome his Cratch ; for he had couched an Article in the 

InftrutSions 
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tia%HmmfnL InftruAioiit to the CommifionerS) who wefe to levy th^ 
Btnev^Uncit That^ if they met with any that went 
fparing, they (hould tell them that they muft needs have, 
becaufe they laid up ; and, if they were Spi nde r g , they 
muft needs have» becaufe it was feen in their Port and 
Manner of living. So neither Kind* came amifs* 

* This Parliament was merely a Parliament of War i 
for it was in Subftance but a Dedaratioa of War againft 
Franci and ScdtlanJ^ with fome Statutes cbnducing 
thereunto ; as the fevete puniihing of Mortpayt, and 
C 43$ ] '^^pi'^S ^^^^ ^' Soldiers Wages by Captains ; the like 
Severity for the Departure of Soldiers without Ltoenoe; 
ftrengthening of the Common Law in Favour of ft-otec- 
tions, for thofe that were in the King's Seivioe $ and the. 
ietting the Gate open and wide for Men to fell or mort- 
gage their Lands without Fines for Alienation, to fumifh 
themfelves with Money for the War ; and, laflly, the 
avoiding of all Sc^/mm out of England, There was 
alfo a Statute for ^e difperfing Of the Standard of the 
Exchequer throughout Englsmd^ thereby to Gze Weights 
and Meafures, and two or three more of lels Import- 
ance.' 

Old FaHanf an Hiftorian in thefe very Times, men- 
tions the Sum which the City of Linden was obliged to 
pay to this BniivoUnti^ more particularly than Lord 
SacM. He fays, ^ That this Year, 1492, a great Bgne^ 
Vilenei was granted the King for his Journey into Ftanci ; 
towards which the Company of Drapers gave more than 
any other Fellowfliip in the City. Every Alderman then 
in fieing, nolenu volenti^ paid 200 /• over and above the 
Sum that was given from the Chamber of Londsn^ which 
amounted to ^^2/. 17 x. 4^. A mighty Sum in thofe 
Days, when, the fame Author tells us, that a Bulbel 
of Wheat was fold this very Year for 22^. but two 
Years after for f>d** Other Chronicles tell us. That 
the King was willing lo eafe his lower Kind of Subjeds 
from Taxations, knowing very well the Difficulty of 
raifing the laft, and therefore fell upon tht6*Way of a 
Benevolence from the richer Sort : But publiihed at the- 
fame Time, That he {hould meafure the Depth of 
each Man*s kStOixon to him by the Largenefs or Small- 
ncfs of the Gift. This Way of gathering Money, as 

obferved 

R Fahian^t Chrw. An. t^^Zt 
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obfcrvca above, was firft invented by King Edwdrd IV. K5ft|*wy V^- 
but condemned in Parliament in the firft of Ricbard III. r . .g 1 
however, Hemj thought fit to revive it, with the Con- ^ ^ 4 
fent of this Parliament, and great Sums of Money ^ere 
coUeSed by thefe Means, though not without fo.me . 
Grudges from the Donors. 

Hall^ makes a very pertinent Remark upon the Oc* 
cafion : * By this, fays he, a Man may perceive that 
^ what is once pradlifed for the Utility of a Prince, and 

* brought to a Precedent by Matter of Record, may be 

* turned to the great Prejudice of the People,, if Rulers, 
^ in Authority, will fo adjudge and determine it.\ 

Mighty Preparations and Levies were now made for 
the French War, and the King'adually embarked with The King lands 
them at Sandwich j 0^$ber 6, and the fame Day he j" ^'^'l^ 
landed at Calais* Afterwards Henry befieged Boulogne p^^ " * 
in Form ; but there he received fuch Overtures of a 
Peace from the French King, as were very acceptable 
to him ; and Money ^ the Idol which Henry always wor- 
ihipped, foon brought it to a Conclufion.' In ihort, the 
Price of a Peace was dated on one Side, and agreed to 
on the other, by which Henry filled his Coffers ; but it 
was by the emptying of a great h)any of the Purfes of 
the Nobility and principal Perfons in the Army, who 
had many of them fold or engaged their Eftates upon 
the Hopes pf this War*. Thefe ftuck not to fay, 
* That the King had made good what he had faid ia 
Parliament, That^ after the War was once heguny he 
doubted not but to make it pay itfelf\ and he had kept his 
Promife accordingly.* 

But though the A£l for enabling Perfons to fell or 
mortgage their Eftates proved fo pernicious to the No- 
bility at that Time, and their Pofterity after them, yet 
it has proved of infinite Service to the Commons of Eng* 
land'y who, by thefe Means, have purchafed, and do now r . .^ n 
ehjpy, many Eftates which antiently belonged to the - 
chief Nobility of the Kingdom. And. by thus wqaken^ 
ing their Powers, Vafialage was taken off, and Henry's 
Title, which chiefly lay in the People, greatly ftrength- 
cncd. 

iSooti 

b Chr9H, Fol. 21. 

c Hitiry received frai^ the Freitck King, in ready Money, 745,000 Do* 
cats, which ampunts to 186,250 /. EMgliJb i ud aFtafi«A, w TxiMB» 
of 25,000 Crowns ytariy. j, Spttd, p. 7 J7. 
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KmgKwrgrVn,. Soon after the King's Return, from his extraordinary 
Winter Campaign into France^ another Confpiracy 
j^ . ^ broke out againft him ; which had like to have proved 
of worfe Confequencc than any that hitherto happened. 
Margaret^ Duchefs of Burgundy^ Sifter to EduUard IV. 
was a Princefs that watched all Opportunities to difturb 
Henry*s. Repofe,. and had now fpirited up one Perkin 
tVarbecky a bold and comely Youth, to perfonate Rich- 
ard Duke of York^ faid to have been murdered with his 
Brother in the Tower. To the Noble Hiftorian, and 
the more general Hiftories, we muft refer our Readers 
for the Particulars of this Affair ; which continued in 
Agitation fome Years before it was entirely quelled ^. 
In the Midft of thefe Commotions, Henry thought 

AnooReRiiiiu^^ to call another Parliament ; the Writs of Summons 

'497« * bearing Date zXlVeftminJier^ September i^^ for a Pai^ 

liament to meet at the fame Place on the 14th of O^o^ 

A\ mfiminfler. ^^^ following J which is fcarce a Month's Notice *. 

It were to be wiflied that the Noble Hlftorian would 
have introduced this Parliament with the fame Solem- 
nity as he did the laft, with a Speech from the Throne, 
£ 438 ] t^c. However, what he does fay relating to the Pro- 
ceedings, fince he is our principal Guide, take in his 
own Phrafe and Manner as follows : 
AaspaflW. * T\\\s Year alfo the King called his Parliament; 

where many Laws were made, of a more private and 
vulgar Nature than ought to detain the Reader 'of an 
Hiftory, And it may be juftly fufpefted, by the Pro- 
ceedings following, that as the King did excel in good 
Commonwealth Laws, fo neverthelefs he had, in fecret, 
a Defign to make ufe of them, as well for colle£ling of 
^ Treafure, as for corredling of Manners ; and fo, mean- 

irg 

d In the Year T496, King ffenry granted Licence to one yobn Cahct, a 
» Citizen of Vtnucy and his thrteSons, Lett's, Stbafiian^ and Sancbo, with 

• • iive Ships, ^c, to fail to the tyijl- J tidies, and make Difco verier- of Lands 
and Countries, a& the Recortl Ciys j ^/a Clrifiiauis omnihus ante b^c ^tJTS' 
fora fuerunt incognita. Thr King was to have one Fifth of the IVf oncy 
and MerchaAdixes tiity gained by this Voyage, teed, Ang, Tom, XII* 
p. 597- 

c I>ugdale*i Sun:rr:cf:s, Anno 1 1 Ihnry VII. p. 481. There is a very 
great Miftake in Kenr.et"^ M^i^^ii..*! Dates oi* Vears, in his Edition. Lord 
Bann fays exprefly, That this Parliament was called in the eleventh Year 
of this King, which was Ar.vo 1407 j tlie Notes, all along, make it on- 
ly 1*49-5 ^^^ ^496, p. 614, (St'c. M. i?/i/)/«has f»llen into the fame Eiror« 
ftfM>s memioos a Fai^^dineiit htrld at llcthrnvjury in the Year ]49<i« 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



gf E N G L A N D. 449 

ing thereby to harrow his People, did accumulate them King jHt«g>Vii, 
the rather, 

* The principal Law that was made this Parliament, ' 
was a Law of a ftrange Nature j rathirr juft than legal, 
land more magnanimous than provident. This Law did 
ordain, That no Perfon that did affift in Arms, of other- 
. wife, the King for the Timd being, fhould afterward be 
impeached therefor, or attainted, either by the Courfe 
of the Law, or by A(ft of Parliament : But, if any fuch 
A6t of Attainder did happen to be made, it fhould be 
void, and of none EfFecft ; for that it was agreeable to 
Reafon of Eftate that the Siibjea Ihould not inquire of the 
Juftncfs of the King's Title or Quarrel, and it was agree- 
able to good Confcience, that, whatfoever the Fortune of 
the War was, the Subjeft fhould rk)t fufFer for his Obe- 
dience. T^he Spirit of this Law Was wonderfully piou^ 
and noble; being like;, in Matter of War, unto the Spirit 
of Da'Vid in Matter of Plagiie, Xvhb faid. If I hnve fin^ 
nedy Jlrtkeme ; but what hdVe ihefe Sheep done ? Nei- 
ther wanted this Law Parts of prudent and deep Fore- 
fight ; for it did the better take away Occafion for the 
People to bafy themfelves to pry into the King's Title ; 
for that howfoeverit fell, their Safety was already pro- l 
vided for. Befides, it coiild not but greatly draw unto f "^39 3 
him the Love and Hearts of thfe People, becaufe he 
feemed more careful for them than for himfelf : But 
yet, nevcrthelefs, it did take oiF ffom his Party that great 
Tie and Spur of Neceffity, to fight and go Vidlors out 
of the Field ; confiderihg their Lives and Fortunes were 
put in Safety, and protected, whether they f^ood to it 
or ran away. But the Force and Obligation of this 
Law was in itfelf illufory, as to the latter Part of it, by 
a preccldent Adl of Parliament, to bind or fruftrate a 
future. For a fiipreme and abfolute Power cannot con- 
clude itfelf, neither can that which is in Nature revo- 
cable be made fixed ; no more than if a Man fhoiild ap- • 
point or declare by his Will, that if he made any lattei" 
Will it fhould be void. And, for the Cafe of the A<a 
of Parliament, there is a notable Precedent of it in King 
Henry thfe Eighth's Time ; who, doubting he might 
t'iie in the Minority of his Son, procured an A61: to pafs. 
That m Statute 7nade divinv the Aiinority of the Kingy 
J})ould bind him cr his Succellhrs^ except it were confirmed 
Vol. If. F f h 
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King /7<»ry VII. iy the King under his Great Seal^ at his full Age. But 
the firft AQ. that pafTed in King Edward the Sixth's 
Time, was an A61 of Repeal of that former Adt ; at 
which Time, nevertheJefs, the King was a Minor. 
But Things that do not bind may fatisfy for the Time, 

* There was alfo made a (hoaring or under-propping 
A&. for the Benevolence^ to make the Sums which any Per- 
fon had agreed to pay, and neverthelefs were not brought 
in, to be leviable by a Courfe of Law. Which A61 did 
not only bring in the Arrears, but did indeed counte- 
nance the whole Bufinefs, and was pretended to be made 
at the Defire of thofe that had been forwai'd to pay^ 

[ 44^ ] * In this Parliament alfo was made that good Law, 
which gave the Attaint upon a falfe Verdi6t" between 
Party and Party, which before was a kind of Evangile, 
irremediable. It extends not to Caufes capital, as well 
becaufe they are for the mod Part at the King's Suit, 
as becaufe in them, if they be followed in Courfe of 
Indi6tment, there pafleth a double Jury, the Indiftors 
and the Triers j and fo not twelve Men, but four-and- 
twenty. But it feemeth that was not the only Reafon ; 
for this Reafon holdeth not in the Appeal ; but the 
great Reafon was, left it fhould tend to the Difcourage- 
nient of Jurors in Cafes of Life and Death, if they 
fhould be fubjeft to Suit and Penalty, where the Fa- 
vour of Life maketh^gainft them. It extendeth not alfo 
to any Suit, where the Demand is under the Value of 
40/. for that in fuch Cafes of petty Value it would not 
quit the Charge to go about again. 

* There was another Law made againfl: a Branch of 
Ingratitudq in Women, who having been advanced by 
their Hufbands, or their Hufbands' Anceftors, fhould 
alijcn, and thereby feek to defeat the Heirs, or thofe in 
Remainder, of the Lands whereunto they had been fo 
advanced. The Remedy was, by giving Power to the 
next to enter for a Forfeiture. 

* There was alfo cnadted that charitable Ldw, for 
the Admiffion of poor Suitors in Forma Pauperis^ with- 
out Fee, to Counfellor, Attorney, or Clerk j whereby 

poor 

f This A£l brought in ftill very large Sums to the King's Coffers, 
The Arrears being very confiderable, becaufe the War with France having 
Jafied not long, many Perfons had declined to pay either in full, or in 
part. It appears by the Public Aili^ thit the Archbiihop of Cantcrburj 
wai indebted 1500/, Sterling. F«r^. ^rg*Tom, XII. p. 63a, 
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poor Men became rather able to vex, than unable to fue.KingHtf«ry vii. 
There were divers other good Laws made that Parlia- 
ment, as we faid before; but we ftill obferve our Manner, 
in felefting out thofe that are not of a vulgar Nature ^. 

Though, in the Ads of this Parliament, there is no r . . , -j 
Mention made' of the Oppofition then on Foot, whether 
out of Policy, or not, is uncertain ; or whether the 
King thought it below him then to trouble the Houfes 
about it; yet it is certain that, ftotit and wife as he 
was, he was not without his Apprehenfions. The Im- 
poftor had prevailed upon the King of Scots to efpoufe 
his Quarrel, who adually xti'i 2,^^^ England the next Anno Regni 12, 
Year; and //>«ry found himfelf obliged, at laft> to lay 1498' 
the-AfFair before a Parliament, which was fummoned ^^wa a 
to meet at IVeftminJtery on January 16, m the twelfth 
Year of his Reign. 

Lord Bacon fays, * That the Winter following the 
King called his Parliament ; where, in a Speech from 
the Throne, he did much exaggerate both the &4alice 
and tljie cruel predatory War lately made by the King 
oi Scotland: * That this King being in Amity yvith him, 

* and no ways provoked, fliould fo burn in Hatred to- jj^^ y^- j^ 

* war^s him, as to drink of the Lees and Dregs of Per" before the Par- 

* kin\ Intoxication, who was every where elfe detefted lenient the Tm- 
f and difcarded. And that when Re perceived it was P^^;/;^;/^'"^" 
' out of his Reach to do the King any Hurt, he had 

* turned his Arms upon unarmed and unprovided People, 

* to fpoil only and depopulate, contrary to the Laws 

* both of War and Peace : Concluding, That he could ' 
•^ neither with Honour, nor with the Safety of his People, 

* to whom he did owe Proteftion, let pafs thefe Wrongs 

* unrevenged.' The Parliament underftood him well, 

and gave him a Subfidy, limited to the Sum of 120,000 /. A Subfidy grant- 
befides two Fifteenths; for his Wars were always to^^' 
him as a Mine of Treafure, of a ftrange Kind of Ore, 
Iron at the Top, and Gold and Silver at the Bottom, 
At this Parliament (for that there had been fo much 
Time fpent in making Laws the, Year before, and for 
that it was called purpofely in refpedt of the Scots War) 
there were no Laws made to be remembered. Only [ ^j^z ■) 
there paffed a Law, at the Suit of the Merchant- Adven- 
turers of England^ againft the Merchant- Adventurers of 
F f 2 Lofidony 

ff See Statutes at large. Anno Rcgni U:nry VII. utidedmot 



Digitized by 



Google 



452 ^e Parliamentary History 

King //fB/ij> VII. £^i^^^„^ for monopolizing and cxadling upon the Trade; 
which it feemeth they did, a little to fave themfelves, 
after the hard Time they had fuftained by Want of 
Trade. But thofe Innovations were taken away by 
Parliament. 

The Subfidy granted this Parliament, according to 
Fabian^ was two Tenths and a Half, two Aids and two 
* Fifteenths, in order to raife the Sum of 120,000/. for 

the Scots War. The King borrowed alfo of the City of 
^ London 4000/. but Hall and HoUingfhead both fay. That 
tho' this Subfidy, now granted, was not great, yet the 
common People grudged much to pay it, always hating 
fuch Taxes and Exadtions. 

The French Jefuit remarks. That Henry loved Mo- 
ney fo well, that he made a Trade pf both Peace and 
War to gain it ; felling the former to Strangers, and the 
latter to his own Subjefts. Under this Precaution, adds 
this Author, the Englijh Nation, the leaft tradable of 
all Nations in paying Taxes to their Kings, are always 
on their Guard againft him when he goes upon that 
Article**. And, indeed, no fooner this Subfidy began 
to be letied in Cornwall^ but the Cornijh Men rofc in an 

A Rebellion in a£lual Rebellion againft it, under the Leading of one 

Cornwall. Flammock^ a Lawyer, and on^ Michael Jofephy a Black- 

fmith. Thefe Captains marched their Followers to- 
wards Kent^ and at fVells were joined by James Touckety 
Lord A^udliy ; who, to the great Joy of the Infurgents, 
accepted of the fole Compiand over them. From IVeiUs 
they marched to Blackheath^ where the King's Forces 
P n met and defeated them without much Trouble ; the 

L 443 i Lq^j Atidley and the other Leaders were t^ken Prifoners, 
^nd foon after executed. 

Not long after theConclufion of the laft Parliament, 
Per kin's Affairs came to a Crifis ; and, after many Strug- 
gles to fubvert the prefcnt Government, he was taken 
at laft, and committed Prifoner to the Tower ; from 
whence, not long after, he was drawn to Tykurny and 

Ferkitt executed. ^1^^^^ executed. But tho' this Execution may be faid to 
be juft envjugh, another followed foon after, which muft 
carry an eternal Stain of Infamy. Edward Plant agenet^ 

Son 

I» L< Peupk Anploin, le mains d»cih de tout U Peuplei a payer dfs Svh- 
Jidtt a fti Rois. eton toupurs en Garde coat re iuy quar-d il iaf^^Jj'At de ce: 
Article, Hiftoirc dc Reyoi. ^" /irigiAterre, pai Fere D' Or learn, 'feci. i\^ 
P- 336' 
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Son to Georga Duke of Clarence^ who had been a Pri-Kmgi7<»ry VIl- 
foner almoft from his Cradle, was now thought V^^"?^^ Edivard Plantar 
to be facrificed to the Policy of the Times ^ A Mtlv- genet put to 
riage was then tranfa6ling between Prince Arthur ^ Kingt)cath, 
Henry's eldeft Son, and the Princefs Katheriney Daughter 
to Ferdinand and Ifabella^ King and Queen of Spain. 
The Spanijh Court objefled to the Match, becaufe//^«ry's 
Titl.e might be yet difputed whilft a Male Heir of the 
Houfe of Tcrk was fiill living. Henry foon removed 
that Obftacle ; and, on a feigned Accufation, had the 
poor Prince arraigned and executed. But, though the 
Marriage took Place upon this, yet it proved a very un-^'^"''P"^.^ 
happy one to the Princefs. Prince Arthur died, as is "*" "^'^"^ ' 
/"aid, before Confummation ; and the Princefs being af- 
terward married to Henry the King's fecond Son, was, 
after twenty Years Cohabitation, divorced from him. 
On the Declaration of which the unhappy Queen ufcd 
this remarkable Expreflion, That Jhe had not offended 5 
hut that it was a judgment of God, for that het former 
Marriage was made in Blood, 

The laft Infurre^ion oi Perkin^ by only perfonating 
Hichard Duke of Torii^ (hews ho^ long the Claims of 
the two Houfes of York and Lancajier had tore this Na- 
tion almoft to Pieces : It may be faid to have com- 
menced at the Beginning of the laft Cenfury, and con- 
tinued, by Intervals, to the End of it. Of iiich fatal 
Confequences to Kingdoms are difputed Titles and Suc- 
ceflioas, fays a French Author ; other Evils may be re- 
drefled or forgot in a fhort Time ; but the Evil of this ' 

Jafts for Ag^s ^^ 

But now Henry^ being freed from all his Enemies, fet r . -i 
himfclf earneftly to indulge his favourite Paflion of Ava- 
rice ; and, to ^that End, made Ufe of very fcandalous 
Ways and Means ; of which the Noble Hiftorian is full 
of Inftances. But it was not till feven Years after the 
laft, that he thought fit to fummon another Parliament; 
a larger Space of Time from ca;lling thofe Aflemhlies 
than we have met with in many preceding Reigns. The 
Summons to this vParliament is not on Record, or at 

F f 3 ^ leaft 

i Hall writes, That thi? poor Prince was kept clofe Prifoner, almoft 
fiom the Sight r>f Men, but efpecially of Birds and Beafts, inlomuch that 
he coulci not tell a Goofe from a Capon. An. 15 iJen. VII. Fol. i. 

K l,i f^ie de Margarette D* Anjou, Rtint </*Anglctcrre, far BaudicrA 
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KingH^/iryVlI.Jeaft is not in Dugdale \ but our Statuu- Books infbrin 

Anno Regni 19. "^ ^^^' '^ '"^^ °" '^^ ''^'^ oijanuaryy in the 19th Year 

,-05. of this Reign. 

The King's Pretence in affembling this Parliament, 
At V/efiminJlcr. ^^^ jj^^ Ncceflity of reviving certain Statutes and making 
fome new ones : But the real Motive was to demand 
a Subiidy for his eldeft Dau^'hter's Dowry, juft then 
married to the King of Scots. The Cuftom of demand- 
ing Money on fuch Occafions, fays Rapin^^ was too 
advantageous to this King to fuffer it to be aboiifbed. 
The new Queen's Portion was but 30,000 Nobles ; but 
the Subfidy granted may be well thought more confider- 
able, befides a handfome Prefent made by the Clergy 
on the fame Account ; fo that inftead of emptying his 
Coffers, by the Marriage of his Daughter, he filled them 
the fuller for it. 

Old Fabian^ whofe Chronicle ends in the laft Year 
of this King, informs us that it was not a Subfidy, but 
only an Aid of 36,000/. that was granted ; though he 
does not tell us whether it was on the Marriage of the 
Princefs or not. 

Lord Bacon begins his Account of the Proceedings in 
this Parliament with obferving, * That a Man may 
eafily guefs how abfolute the King took himfelf to b^ 
3ET5MUND Dud- with his Parliament, when his Creature Dudley ^ that 
"\Vofi!L*^*^*^' ^^^^ ^^ odious to the Public, was made Speaker of the 
Moufe of Commons. He tells us. That there were not 
any memorable Statutes made in it relating to publig 
Government; and thofe that were paff^d, had dill a 
Stamp of the King's Wifdom and Policy ; that is, of 
his Craft and Avarice. The Noble Hillorian hath gi- 
ven us fo full a View of this King's unjuft Exactions, 
drawn up in a very few Words, at the £nd of his Ac- 
count of the AcSs made in this Parliament, -that it can- 
not be unacceptable to our Readers. 
Laws enaftcd. ' There was a Statute made for the difannulling of all 
Patents of fycafe or Grant, to fuch as came not upon 
lawfu^ Summons, to ferve the King in his Wars againft 
his Enemies or Rebels, or that ftiould depart without 
the King's Licence ; v/ith an Exception of certain Per- 
fons of the Long Robe : Providing neverthelci's, tha^ 
jthey fhould have the King'^ Wages, from their Houfe, 
- ■ . ■ till 

1 Folio Edition, p. 6S7., 



icn Speaker, 
[445 ] 
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JlH their Return Home again. There had been the like King fltf«rj^VlI» 

piade before for Offices, and by this Statute it was ex- 

;rended to Lands. But a Man may eafily fee by many 

Statutes made in this King's Time, that the King 

thought it fafeft to affift M[anial Law by Law of Parlia-^ 

inent. 

'. Another Statute was niade, prohibiting the bring- 
ing in of Manufactures of Silk wrought by itfelf, or 
inixed with any other Thread : But it was not of Stuffs 
of whole Piece, (for that the Realm had of them no ' 

Manufacture in Ufe at that Time) but of knit Silk/ or 
Texture of Silk ; as Ribbands, Laces, Cawls, Points, 
Girdles, &c. which the People of England could then 
well (kill to make. This Law pointed at a true 
Principle ; that where foreign Materials are but Super- 
jfluities, foreign Manufactures (hould be prohibited ; for 
|hat will either banifli the Superfluity or gain the Ma- 
pufaCture, 

* There was a Law alfo of Refumption of Patents of 
Goals, and the re- annexing of them to the Sheriffwicks; 
privileged Officers being no lefs ail Interruption of Ju- [ 446 ] 
flice than privileged Places. 

* There was iikewife a Law to reftrain the Bye- Laws 
or Ordinances of Corporations, which many Times were 
againfl the Prerogative of the King, the Common Law 
of the Realm, and the Liberty of the SubjeCt, being 
Fraternities in Evil: It was^ therefore provided, That, 
they fliould not be put in Execution, without the Allow- 
ance of the Chancellor, Tre^ifurer, and the two Chief 
Juftices; or three of them, or of the two Juflices of 
Circuit where the Corporation was. 

* Another Law was, in EffeCt, to bring in the Silver 
of the Realm to the Mint, in making all clipped, dimi- 
nilhed, or impaired Coins of Silver ™, not to be current 
in Payments, without giving any Remedy of Weight, 
but with an Exception only of a reafonable Wearing, 
which was as nothing in refpeCt of the Uncertainty ; 
and fo, upon the Matter, to fet the Minbpn Work, and 
to give Way to new Coins of Silver, vvhich fhould be 
then minted. 

* There was Iikewife a long Statute againfl Vaga- 
bonds, wherein two Things may be noted ; the one, the 

DiflikQ 

m Groats, Half Groats, and Shillings with Half Faces, Fab, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



45^ The Parliamentary History 

.Kiflgf/*«ryVlI.Diflikc the Parliament had of Coaling of them, as that 
which was chargeable, peftcrous, and of no open Ex- 
ample ; the other, that, in the Statutes of this King's 
Time, (for this of the 19th Year is not the only Statute 
of that Kind) there are ever coopled the Punilhmenc of 
Vagabonds, and the forbidding of Dice and Cards, and 
unlawful Games, unto Servants and mean People, and 
the putting down and fupprciEngof Alehoufes, as Strings 
of one Root together, and as if the one were unprofit- 
able without the other. 

' As for Riot and Jletainers, there pafled (carce any 
C 447 ] Parliament in this Time without a Law againft them, 
the King ever having an Eye to Might and Multitude. 
' < There was granted alfo, in that Parliament, a Sub- 
fidy both for the Temporality and the Clergy : And 
A Subfidy and aY^t neverthclefs, e'er the Year expired, there went out 
Benevolence. CommifTions for a general Benevolence, though there 
were no Wars, no Fears. The fame Year the City 
gave 5000 Marks for Confirmation of their Liberties j 
a Thing fitter for the Ikginnings of Kings' Reigns, 
than the Latter Ends. Neither was it a fmali Matter 
that the Mint gained upon the late Statute, by the Re- 
coinage of Groats and Half-Groats, now Twelvepences 
and Sixpences. As for Empfon and Djidley's Mills, they 
did grind more than ever ; fo that it wa^ a ftrange 
l^hing to fee what Golden Showers poured down upon 
the King's Treafury at once. The laft Payments of 
the Marriage-Money from 'Spain ; the Subfidy ; the 
Benevolence ; the Re-coinage ; the Redemption of the 
City's Liberties ; the Cafualties. And this is the more 
to be marvelled at, becaufe the King had then no Oq- 
tafions at all of Wars or Troubles. He had now but 
one Son and one Daughter unbeftowed j he was wife; 
he was of an high Mind ; he needed not to make Riches 
his Glory : He did excel! in fo many Things elfe y favc 
J^^^" ""^^'that certainly Avarice doth ever find in itfelf Matter of 
Aqibition. Belike he thoyoht to leave his Son fuch a 
Kingdom, and fuch a Mafs of Treafure, ^s he might 
chufe his Greatnefs where h^ would *". 

This was the laft Parliamcut called in the Reign of 
Hi» Death and l{gnry VIi. who lived not three Years after the DiUolu- 
Cbaraftcr. ^.^^^ ^^j. .^^ ^ jj^^ ^^ Richmond^ in Surrey^ /fpril 2:^, 

1508^ 

m Lord BacQn% 
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1508, in the 52d Year of his Age, and the 23d of his 
Reigri. 

The French Jefuit, before quoted, having drawn up 
this Prince's Charafter in a very fublime and copious p j. - 
lyianner, we are perfuaded that a tranflatcd Abfiradt of ^ ^^ * 
it cannot be improper to conclude this Reign ". 

After mentioning his exceflive Avarice in the Accu* 
mulation of Riches, by Means of his two chief Sollicir 
|x>rs, Erripfon and Dudley y he adds, * That, notwith- 

* ftanding \\\\%y Henry was a great Prince, of a fuperibr 

* and folid Senfe, of approved Valour, profound Poli- 
^ tics, and of great Application to public Affairs ; 

* making War with Conduft, without loving of it ; an^ ' 
' afFcding Peace without fceming to demand- it. Lively 

^ and adtive, but always circufnfpe(3; ; knowing better 

* than any other Prince the real and folid Intereft of his 

* Sute, and the Alliances agreeable to it. No King 

* of England ever knew better the Secret how to make 
< the Royal Prerogative and the People's Privileges con- 

* fonant to each other ; nor the Temper he ought to 

* keep to be Mafter of the Parliament, without feeming 
^ to force a Compliance from them. He had neither 

* Favourites nor Miftreffes j paid all due RefpeiSl to his 

* Mother, loved his Wife, and educated his Children 

* well ; but never let his Family concern themfelves ^ 

* with the State. In the'Command of his Armies, and 

* the Management of public Aftairs, he always employ- 

* ed Men of Quality, rather than other Men; but hp 

* ever preferred the ableft and moft deferving pf them. 

* In fliort, he did Abundance for a Prince that paffed 

* from Exile to a Throne ; who had found the King- 

* dom torn to Pieces, as it were, by a long and bloody 

* Civil War, carried on by two great Factions, and to 

* leave it peaceable throughoMt. To begin a new Royal 

* Family, and in the Perfon of his fecond Son, Henry^ 

* who, after the Death of Arthur^ was Prince of ff^ales^ 

^ to leave a Succefl'or every Way agreeable to all his [ 44^ 1 

* Subje6ls ; his eldeft Daughter, Margaret ^ married to 
^ the King of Scots ; and his youngeft, Mary^ betroth- 
^ ed to the then Archduke of Auftria^ whom, at that 
f Time, fo many Kings regarded.' 

TAXES, 

D Hifi, de Revslt (TAng. far Pcre D'Orleans, Tom. 11. p. 341, ^r. 
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[ 4J0 ] TAKE S during the Reign of King Henry VII. 

IN Kis third Year a large Supply was granted him for 
a War with France 5 but the Value of it uncertain. 

In his 7th Year a Benevolence was granted by Par- 
liament for the fame Purpofc. 

In his nth Year the remaining Arrears thereof were 
collc<fted to the full. 

The next Year he had a Subfidy of I20>ooo L be*, 
fides two Fifteenths. 

In his 19th Year he had an Aid of 36,000/. for the 
Dowry of his ddeft Daughter, then married to the King 
of Scots. 

And in the fame Year a Subfidy in Parliament, both 
from the Temporality and Clergy ; neverthelefs he iflfued 
put Commiifions for raifing a general Benevolence. 

The Price (t/" Provisions in the Reign ^ Henry VII. 

[ 45O T ^ ^^^^ Wheat. fold at 3s, per Bufliel, and Bay Salt 
Y, the fame Pricp. Hay S,s,per Load. 

In 1489 Oa.s at 2 J. per Quarter. 

In 1491 Wheat 14 j. ^d. per Quarter. 

In 1493 ^^^^ *t 2 J. and Beans 31. 4^. per Quarter. 

In 1494 Wheat fold for only 45. per Quarter, and 
the next Year only 35. ^d, but in 1497 '' ^^^^ ^^ ^^^' 

In 1498 Hay fold from is. 2d. to 10 s. nd 12s. 
per Load. 

The next Year Wheat fold for i /, 4J. per Quarter; 
and 1 504 for 5 s. 8 d. per Bufliel. 

.. The next Year a Load of Hay fold for 6 s. and Oats 
,3^. per Quarter, 

In 1506 Oats Is. and Beans 31. 8^. per Quarter; 
next Year about the fame Price. 

And in 1508 Oats fold for i s. 10 d. per Quarter. 



T/je END of the Second Volume, 
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